SMT Hip-Hop and Rap Interest Group
Planning Meeting Agenda – January 2023
Virtual


1. Call to order
2. Updates on the status of the group
b. We are officially an interest group in good standing with the SMT (thanks to Áine Heneghan, Jennifer Diaz, and for working with us)
b. SMT site (thanks to Megan Lavengood for working with us)
b. We were in the SMT Newsletter (thanks to Sarah Marlowe, newsletter editor)

3. Reminder about joining Humanities Commons site
c. Repository for syllabus resources, papers and articles?

· Jacob
· Bibliography about hip hop elements
· Articles, papers: Bibliography resource uploaded
· Document on Commons page ?
· Zotera switch over ?
· Link to Google link [view only?] on front-facing site?
· https://docs.google.com/document/d/1szGQ3XypHc9HC481j8b6AeQJDMxm3tPLhSo0oKCjgak/edit?usp=sharing 
· We can add editors [core group who can add additions]
· Steven [offered to be editor]
· Link this on the Humanity Commons page?
· Open-access content can be on the Google document
· Kjell
· Topic-based sourcing mecanism 
· Sub fields not just author
· Categories can be helpful
· Ben
· More resources we have more subfields we can have
· Geoffery
· Post the Google link right on the website on HC?


c. Like PMIG: a group spreadsheet for music examples? A Google Drive of transcriptions?

· Jacob
· PMIG_Examples_Database_v2.0 - Google Sheets 
· Fill out the form [view only form, link to YouTube video]
· Maybe something a bit more robust?
· Ben
· If the music is not entirely clear, transcriptions can be helpful
· Stephen
· PmiG is great -teacher friendly [index, similar format? Column with links and downloadable PDFs]
· [most of the group agrees]
· Kjiell
· Image files? [depends on the transcription]
· John
· Compiling already finished transcriptions as well
c. URL: https://hcommons.org/groups/society-for-music-theory-hip-hop-rap-interest-group/


4. Business
d. Establishing a program committee: (1) this needs to be a committee for proposals for our yearly session, (2) for our publication award (or awards), name of award, wording of call for award

· Ben
· Smaller group can make the decisions?
· Come up with a CfP, work on publication award, timing of due dates for CfPs

1. Template: PMIG version: https://smtpmig.hcommons.org/2018/07/18/awards/
1. Volunteers to write text: a chair plus three voting people
· Geoffrey [voting member]
· Kjell  A. [voting member]
· John [voting member]
· Stephen [Chair]
1. Broadly worded award for any research into Hip-Hop/Rap music. Need not be strictly in theory field (musicology, ethno also welcome).
· Limit to articles?
· Within certain time frame?
· Kjell 
· certain length requirement 
· If it’s a chapter, extra abstract?
· Two awards – makes sense? [hard to compare article with presentation]
· Ben
· What could benefit young scholars?
· Geoffrey
· Depending on amount of pitches, two awards?
· One for presenting, one for publication?
· Jacob
· Presentation opens up the door to junior scholars 
1. Could be article, book, etc.? Or limit to articles?
1. How many authors?
1. There would be a call for nominations for the award. 
1. Timing of the award? Before or after SMT?
· Ben
· Adapt different group’s timing?
1. Award be for a presentation at SMT or at the IG meeting? 
· Stephen
· Monetary amount could be an incentive for new attention?
· Ben
· How to find out for funding? 
1. Process for nominations? Announce the call for nominations. Make sure that we got enough nominations to ensure high quality of award winner. 
d. Discussion: possibility of putting together special session at SMT/AMS 2023 in Denver (deadline is February 15)
2. Very difficult to organize
· Kjell
· Do we have enough connectable papers?
· Ben
· Proposals for 20 minute papers and posters
· Rejections could be repackaged
· Not great lightening talks – most would be be rejected
· RAP FORM – common denomenator for proposals 
2. Poll the group: who has proposals in Hip-Hop/Rap and will be ready to send them in my mid-February? These proposals would have to be for 20-minute papers.
2. Theme of hip-hop/rap form?
· Devin
· Approach to phrase in melodic rap [proposal]
· [Future] – reach out to authors?
· Kjell
· Lineation – bars vs. lines (phrase analysis)
· Micro-rhythmic analysis 
· Production-based analysis (musicological in orientation)
· Yes/no with producers [some who have template/some don’t have any mould]
· Dissonance between rapper/producer 
· Stephen
· Full-scale song form (aba form)
· Collaboration with artists? (2024?)
· Ben
· Done during SMT – decide to go in one direction
· By September, coordinate special session
· All about timing and planning
· Producers talking about form?
· Jacob
· Inform people during group meetings about the conference call
· Get a subcommittee? 
· Roundtable format?
2. List of possible proposals? 
d. Discussion: topics/workshops for business meeting at SMT/AMS 2023
3. Poster session? Four posters? Technology requirements?
· Ben
· Round table?
· People from Denver area?
· Lightening talks on transcription [Work up some proposals]
· What does it mean to be a hip hop theorists?
· Discussion on transcription included!
· Beat vs. Flow
· Production aspect vs. MC
· [Any number of elements]
· Program Committee – work on the theme
· Members are allowed to submit, just no voting on their own
· Stephen
· Talking about teaching, syllabi, pedagogical method?
· Call for Proposals – a bit more general than transcriptions ?
· What does it mean to be a hip hop theorists?
· Devin
· Pedagogy?
· Methodologies? [Transcription methodology]
· Kjell
· Methodology of analysis of rap music?
· Jacob
· Lightening talk? Invited speaker? What does it mean to do hip hop theory?
d. Discussion: possible virtual meeting in summer to network, exchange research?
4. Lightning talks: submissions on first-come, first-serve basis
4. May or June? 
· Ben
· Lightening talks during the summer season? [Over Zoom]
· Late May?
· Early June?
· Weekdays
· 4-6 pm EST
· Devin
· Labor Day [before/after]
· Late May
· Jacob
· Mid-late May academic year concludes
4. How many people would be interested?
d. Discussion: attracting new members to the group/growing our presence
· Devin
· Social media account?
· Jacob
· FB page?
· Ben
· Advertise on different platforms

· Other
· Jacob
· Twitter/FB group?
· Kjell
· Someone needs to post on it regularly?
· Noriko
· Advises aganst the FB page
· Stick to HC  page
· Mastadon?
· [As public as Twitter but more centered on research, less traffic]
· How do we position ourselves in connection SEM and AMS
· Get a more hoterogeneous group 
· Get a range of members and inputs
· Jacob
· Popular Music study group
· Be intentional about not crossing the borders
· Make sure to hold events that show consideration
· Kjell
· Inviting speakers to help what Jacob and Noriko was mentioning


5. Adjourn

