Prelims History of the British Isles I (c. 300-1087)
I. The End of Roman Britain

Was Roman civilization already in irreversible decline in Britain before the end of the fourth century? OR
What survived the end of Roman Britain? OR
[bookmark: _GoBack]How successfully did the peoples of England and Wales adapt to the new challenges they faced in the period 400-600?

Primary sources
[There are many primary sources relevant to this question; these are the ones most helpful for you to look at so that you can follow the historiographical debates. Gildas and Bede are key to understand the basic chronology commonly used for the fifth century—but be sure to read with Lapidge and Dumville (for Gildas) and Yorke (for Bede). The Welsh inscribed stones feature in any number of accounts of continuity; think about what they can—and can’t—tell us.] 
Gildas, ‘The Ruin of Britain’, in The Ruin of Britain and other documents, ed. and tr. M. Winterbottom (London, 1978), esp. chs 1-26.
Bede, Ecclesiastical History, trans. R. Collins and J. McClure, Book I, chs 1-22.
V.E. Nash-Williams, Early Christian monuments of Wales (1950), pp. 3-16 and plates I-XV (Group I).

Studies of these texts
D.N. Dumville, ‘Sub-Roman Britain: History and Legend’, History 62 (1977). 
*M. Lapidge and D.N. Dumville (eds.), Gildas: New Approaches (Woodbridge, 1984), chs 1-4.
B. Yorke, ‘Fact or fiction? The written evidence for the fifth and sixth centuries AD’,
Anglo-Saxon Studies in Archaeology and History 6 (1993), 45–50.

Synthetic Archaeological Accounts
[Our best contemporary evidence for the end of Roman Britain, and for what comes next, are a multitude of fourth-, fifth- and sixth-century archaeological finds from any number of sites across the British Isles. Esmonde-Cleary and Gerrard are the best synthetic accounts of this material evidence. They are best read in sequence, with Gerrard incorporating more recent evidence and interpretative models. Faulkner is an important encapsulation of, and contribution to, some key debates from in between.]
**A.S. Esmonde-Cleary, The ending of Roman Britain (London, 1989), esp. chs. 4–6.  
N. Faulkner, ‘The debate about the end of Roman Britain’, Archaeological Journal 159 (2002), 59-76.
**J. Gerrard, The ruin of Roman Britain: an archaeological perspective (Cambridge, 2013), esp. chs 1-3, 5, 7.

Late Roman Britain
[You may decide you want to know more about late Roman Britain to answer these questions. Millett and Mattingly provide accessible accounts; though do think about how their pictures accord with or diverge from those of Esmonde-Cleary and Gerrard.]
D. Mattingly, An imperial possession: Britain in the Roman Empire, 54 BC – AD 409 (London, 2006), chs 8, 11, 17.
M. Millett, The Romanization of Britain: an essay in archaeological interpretation (Cambridge, 1990), chs 7-9.



Continuity and Change
[There have been heated debates on the degree of continuity in post-Roman Britain—often confused by varying definitions of what ‘continuity’ actually means. Higham and esp. Dark present maximalist cases for continuity; Loseby argues for the end of urbanism; Ward-Perkins presents Britain—in a broader imperial perspective—as an extreme case of post-Roman decline. Think about how you might reconcile these treatments. Which interpretations do you find more convincing? Are they using the same or different evidence and/or methodology? Do they prioritise different things, and if so, why?]
D.A. Brooks, ‘A review of the evidence for continuity in British towns in the 5th and 
6th centuries’, Oxford Journal of Archaeology 5 (1986), 77–102.
N. Higham, Rome, Britain and the Anglo-Saxons (London, 1992).
*K.R. Dark, Civitas to kingdom: British political continuity, 300-800 (Leicester, 1994), chs 1-4.
*S.T. Loseby, ‘Power and towns in late Roman Britain and early Anglo-Saxon England’, in G. Ripoll and J. M. Gurt (eds), Sedes Regiae (Barcelona, 2000).
*B. Ward-Perkins, The fall of the Rome and the end of civilization (Oxford, 2005), esp. Part II. [Look up Britain in the index.]

Regional Studies: Wales and the North
[The presence of villas and towns has often led scholars to focus on lowland southern and eastern Britain; it might be worth going to Wales and up north for alternative perspectives on continuity/change, and to see how those populations fared in the fifth and sixth centuries.]   
W. Davies, Wales in the Early Middle Ages (1982), ch. 4, pp. 85-102.
R. Collins, Hadrian’s Wall and the end of empire: the Roman frontier in the 4th and 5th centuries (London, 2012).

The Anglo-Saxons
[No reading list on the fifth- and sixth-century British Isles would be complete without treatments of the arrival of the Saxons (adventus Saxonum) touted by Gildas and Bede. We’ll look at the newcomers more closely in the coming weeks; for these questions, it’s worth thinking about: (a) whether you see them as a cause or a consequence of the end of Roman Britain; (b) whether we can date their arrival with any certainty. Hamerow is a concise guide to some major archaeological debates; Ward-Perkins a trenchant think-piece; Halsall’s recent popular book is a provocative reinterpretation of both Gildas’ narrative and the excavated burials which are normally seen as belonging to ‘Anglo-Saxons’. What does the latter suggest about our capacity to date and locate these new arrivals?]
H. Hamerow, ‘Migration theory and the Anglo-Saxon identity crisis’, in H. Hamerow and J. Chapman (eds.), Migrations and invasions in archaeological explanation (Oxford, 1997).
*B. Ward-Perkins, ‘Why did the Anglo-Saxons not become more British?’, English Historical Review 115 (2000) [available online via SOLO].
G. Halsall, Worlds of Arthur: facts and fictions of the Dark Ages (Oxford, 2013), pp. 184-94, 215-52.

Good luck!
Robin Whelan
(robin.whelan@history.ox.ac.uk)

[T ———

[ —p————
oy N

oo mitpa—
e e

B e
P T e o]
R T i s S

i et i i o s s v,

o s s o e e 90, 14

T e e ] -
e T
e e o e 3 i s



