


COM790: Topics in Communication Studies: Digital Rhetoric and Politics
University of Nevada, Reno
Tuesdays, 4:30PM-7:10PM.
Fall 2020 Semester
 
Instructor:		Ben Krueger, PhD
Email:			benjaminkrueger@unr.edu (the best way to reach me)
Phone:			775-784-6863 (voicemail checked daily)
Office Hours:		Tuesday/Thursday 1PM-2PM and by appointment, via Zoom

Course Description

This is a graduate-level seminar course that focuses on the study of political rhetoric in digital and networked contexts. By the end of this course, you will be able to:

1. Explain the features of digital and networked rhetoric situated within the public sphere;
2. Use concepts related to digital rhetoric, such as circulation, visuality, public sphere theory, and social identity to make reasoned claims about specific cases of digital rhetoric.
3. Write a scholarly paper analyzing a specific case of digital rhetoric.

Course Delivery and Format

This is a HyFlex class. Students may attend either in-person or join the class synchronously via Zoom. If you are attending in-person, you are strongly encouraged to bring a laptop or netbook to class.

Required Reading Materials

1. Warnick, Barbara and David Heineman. 2011. Rhetoric Online: Politics and New Media (2nd ed.). Peter Lang. (Note: this book is on the cusp of being out-of-print. Please hold off on buying if you haven’t already. I will explain how to obtain during the first class).
2. Ott, Brian L. and Greg Dickinson. 2019. The Twitter Presidency: Donald J. Trump and the Politics of White Rage. Routledge.
3. Cloud, Dana. 2019. Reality Bites: Rhetoric and the Circulation of Truth Claims in U.S. Political Culture. Ohio State University Press.
4. Other articles available on electronic reserve, listed in course schedule.
5. Access to a style guide (see below)

Note: This course may leverage 3rd party web/multimedia content. If you experience any issues accessing this content, please contact me.

Style Guide	

Formal papers for this class should conform to a scholarly style/citation manual. APA 7th edition, MLA 8th edition, or Chicago/Turabian 9th edition are all appropriate for this class. I personally prefer Turabian author-date style, but the choice of style guide is up to you as long as you use it correctly. 



Course Assignments

Reading Responses—Each week that there are readings due, you will submit a 2-page (double-spaced) paper identifying what you believe the most important/salient important ideas are in the week’s assigned readings. These might include important quotations, arguments, or questions that you have. These papers are informal and will be graded on a satisfactory/unsatisfactory basis. No formal works cited/references page is needed. Please do use page numbers in parenthetical citations; these are useful for discussion purposes. (10% of your semester grade). 

Argument Papers—Three times during the semester, you will prepare a 4-6 page double-spaced paper that makes a specific claim about some aspect of digital rhetoric and orally present your argument in class. These papers should draw on evidence from course readings as well as light outside research. More specific directions will be provided before each paper is due. Argument papers are an excellent opportunity for you to test possible ideas for your final project. (3 @ 10% each of your semester grade).

Discussion, Participation, and Attendance—I assume that all seminar members will be active in class discussions. It is likely that I will ask students to help co-facilitate discussions during the semester, usually by preparing questions about specific articles. (10% of your semester grade)

Final Project—For your final project in this class, you will prepare a 15-25 page research paper suitable for submission to a regional or national conference. You will complete this project stages.

Topic Proposal and Instructor Meeting—By November 24th, you will submit a 1-2 page proposal to the instructor identifying the topic that you plan to study for the final paper. You will then meet with the instructor to discuss feedback. (5% of your semester grade)

Workshop Presentation of Research in Progress—In class on December 1, each student will have 20-30 minutes to present their research in progress to their classmates. (15% of your semester grade). No later than November 29th, you should post a file in Canvas containing:
		1-page overview of your project goals, scope, and purpose
		At least 1 page of analysis
		Your preliminary references/works cited list	
		At least 3 questions soliciting feedback/ideas from class members

Final Paper—The final paper is due electronically by 4:30pm on Tuesday, December 15. (30% or your semester grade).
 
Semester Grades
(A)=93 and above, (A-)=90-92, (B+)=87-89, B=83-86, B-=80-82, (C)=77-79, C)=73-76, (C-)=70-72, (D)=60-69, (F)=59 and below.
Percentages will be rounded to the nearest whole number using .50 as the cutoff. 
Incompletes are likely to impede your progress as a graduate student. Please don’t take one unless you’re in the hospital or otherwise medically incapacitated.


Attendance Expectations
The benefits of a seminar depend on you being present, either physically or virtually. I expect that you’ll miss no more than 2 classes during the semester. More than two absences will likely result in a reduction to your participation grade. If a true emergency arises, please contact me ahead of time to see if we can work something out. 
Completion of Work
All work in this class should be completed on time. Late work will be reduced by 1 letter grade per day late. Again, if a true emergency arises, please contact me ahead of time to discuss possible options. 
Tentative Course Schedule (subject to revision)

August 25			Course Introduction							
Welcome! No outside reading required for today’s class. 

Thinking Assignment For Class: Be prepared to share 1 specific example of digital rhetoric that you think is interesting, persuasive disturbing, or otherwise comment-worthy. Examples could be a Twitter post, viral video, meme, etc. What stands out to you about it? Be prepared to share your answer with the class. No writeup is needed; just come prepared to talk about it for a few minutes.
	
In-class activities:

1. Course member/instructor introductions. Be prepared to briefly introduce yourself and your academic interests.
2. Course overview/procedures 
3. Interactive Lecture: “Rhetorical Studies: A Brief Overview” (Ben is in charge)
4. Discussion: class member examples of digital rhetoric

September 1			Rhetoric and the Public Sphere			 		

Due: Reading Response 1. (submit in Canvas by 3PM) 

Readings for This Week:
		
1. Warnick and Heineman, Chapter 1, “The Internet and the Public Sphere.”
2. Bitzer, Lloyd. 1968. “The Rhetorical Situation.” Philosophy and Rhetoric 1, no. 1 (Winter): 1-14.
3. Edbauer, Jenny. 2005. “Unframing Models of Public Distribution: From Rhetorical Situation to Rhetorical Ecologies.” Rhetoric Society Quarterly 35, no. 4 (Fall): 5-24.
4. Warner, Michael. 2002. “Publics and Counterpublics (abbreviated version).” Quarterly Journal of Speech 88, no. 4 (November): 413-425.
5. Banning, Marlia. 2005. “Truth Floats: Reflexivity in the Shifting Public and Epistemological Terrain.” Rhetoric Society Quarterly 35, no 3. (Summer): 75-95.




September 8			Case Studies of Rhetoric in the Online Public Sphere			
Due: Reading Response 2 (Submit in Canvas by 3PM)

Readings for This Week:

1. Warnick and Heineman, Chapter 2, “Critiquing New Media Discourse”
2. Giroux, Henry A. 2011. “The Crisis of Public Values in the Age of New Media.” Critical Studies in Mediated Communication 28, no. 1 (February): 8-29.
3. Pfister, Damien Smith. 2011. “The Logos of the Blogosphere: Flooding the Zone, Invention, and Attention in the Lott Imbroglio.” Argumentation and Advocacy 47, no. 3 (Winter): 141-162.
4. Jackson, Sarah J and Brooke Foucault Welles. 2015. “Hijacking #MyNYPD: Social Media Dissent and Networked Counterpublics.” Journal of Communication 65, no. 6 (November): 932-952.
5. Kang, Jiyeon. 2020. “Call For Civil Inattention: ‘Racefail ‘09’ and Counterpublics on the Internet.” Quarterly Journal of Speech 105, no. 2 (May): 133-155.

September 15			Argument Paper 1 Presented						
Due: Argument Paper 1 (submit in Canvas by beginning of class).

September 22			Rhetorical Circulation 1						
Due: Reading Response 3 (submit in Canvas by 3PM)

Readings for This Week:

1. Warnick and Heineman, Chapter 3, “Interactivity: Its Nature and Functions”
2. Warnick and Heineman, Chapter 4 “Circulation and Rhetorical Uptake: Viral Video and Internet Memes”  
3. Bloomfield, Emma Frances, and Denise Tillery. 2019. “The Circulation of Climate Change Denial Online: Rhetorical and Networking Strategies on Facebook.” Environmental Communication 13, no. 1 (February): 23–34.
4. Borda, Jennifer L. and Marshall Bailey. 2019. “Creating a Space to #SayHerName: Rhetorical Stratification in the Networked Sphere.” Quarterly Journal of Speech 106, no. 2 (May): 133-155.
5. Pitchford, Matthew C. 2020. “The Empire of Outrage: Topical Systems at the Death of Cecil the Lion.” Quarterly Journal of Speech 106, no. 2 (May): 156-178.

September 29			Rhetorical Circulation 2: Truth Claims and Political Culture		
Due: Reading Response 4 (submit in Canvas by 3PM)

Readings for this week:

Cloud, Introduction, Chapters 1-3

October 6			Rhetorical Circulation 3: Truth Claims and Political Culture		
Due: Reading Response 5 (submit in Canvas by 3PM)

Readings for this week:

Cloud, Chapters 4-6

October 13		 	Argument Paper #2 presented						
Due: Argument Paper 2 (submit in Canvas by beginning of class)

October 20			Visuality and Digital Rhetoric					
Due: Reading Response 6 (submit in Canvas by 3PM)

Readings for this week:
	
1. Warnick and Heineman, Chapter 5, “Intertextuality and Web-Based Public Discourse” 
2. Davisson, Amber and Paul Booth. 2011. “Intertextuality, Parody, and Polyphony in Pepsi’s 2009 Presidential Inauguration Campaign.” Journal of Visual Literacy 29, no. 1 (February): 68-87. 
3. Hahner, Leslie A. 2013. “The Riot Kiss: Framing Memes as Visual Argument.” Argumentation and Advocacy 49, no. 3 (Winter): 151-166.
4. Jenkins, Eric S. 2014. “The Modes of Visual Rhetoric: Circulating Memes as Expressions.” Quarterly Journal of Speech 100, no. 4 (November): 442-466.
5. Mielczarek, Natalia. 2018. "The 'Pepper-Spraying Cop' Icon and Its Internet Memes: Social Justice and Public Shaming Through Rhetorical Transformation in Digital Culture." Visual Communication Quarterly 25, no. 2 (April/June): 67-81. 
	
October 27		Digital Rhetoric and U.S. Presidential Politics					
Due: Reading Response 7 (submit in Canvas by 3PM)

Readings for this week:

1. Heidt, Stephen. 2012. “The Presidency as Pastiche: Atomization, Circulation, and Rhetorical Instability.” Rhetoric & Public Affairs 15, no. 4 (Winter): 623–33
2. Lehn, Melody. 2012. “Jackie Joins Twitter: The Recirculation of ‘Campaign Wife.’” Rhetoric & Public Affairs 15, no. 4 (Winter): 667–74.
3. Waisanen, Don and Amy B. Becker. 2015. “The Problem with Being Joe Biden: Political Comedy and Circulating Personae.” Critical Studies in Media Communication 32, no. 4 (October): 256-271.  
4. Gries, Laurie and Phil Bratta. 2019. “The Racial Politics of Circulation: Trumpicons and White Supremacist Doxai.” Rhetoric Review 38, no. 4 (October): 417-431.	
5. Shafer, Jennifer Gantt. 2017. "Donald Trump's 'Political Incorrectness': Neoliberalism as Frontstage Racism on Social Media." 	Social Media + Society 3, no. 3 (July-September): 1-10.

November 3		Presidential Politics and Twitter						
Due: Reading Response 8 (submit in Canvas by 3PM)

Readings for this week:

Ott and Dickinson, Entire Book

November 10		Argument Paper #3 Presented 						

Due: Argument Paper 3 (submit to Canvas by beginning of class)


November 17 		Open Day									
Articles today will be chosen by seminar participants according to their interests.


November 24		Catch-Up Week/Individual Conferences					
In place of a normal class this week, students will meet with the instructor individually to discuss final projects.


December 1 		Final Paper Workshop								
Seminar Participants will present their research in progress and receive feedback from classmates.


December 8		Final Paper Writing Time							


December 15		Final Paper Due								
Class will not meet today; please submit your final papers electronically in Canvas.



University Policies

Statement on Academic Dishonesty

The University Academic Standards Policy defines academic dishonesty, and mandates specific sanctions for violations. See the University Academic Standards policy: UAM 6,502.

Statement of Disability Services

Any student with a disability needing academic adjustments or accommodations is requested to speak with the Disability Resource Center (Pennington Student Achievement Center, Suite 230) as soon as possible to arrange for appropriate accommodations.

Statement on Audio and Video Recording

Surreptitious or covert video-taping of class or unauthorized audio recording of class is prohibited by law and by Board of Regents policy. This class may be videotaped or audio recorded only with the written permission of the instructor. In order to accommodate students with disabilities, some students may be given permission to record class lectures and discussions. Therefore, students should understand that their comments during class may be recorded.

Statement of Safe Learning Environment

The University of Nevada, Reno is committed to providing a safe learning and work environment for all. If you believe you have experienced discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual assault, domestic/dating violence, or stalking, whether on or off campus, or need information related to immigration concerns, please contact the University's Equal Opportunity & Title IX office at 775-784-1547. Resources and interim measures are available to assist you. For more information, please visit: https://www.unr.edu/equal-opportunity-title-ix.

Statement on COVID-19 Training Policies

Students must complete and follow all guidelines as stated in the Student COVID-19 Training modules, or any other trainings or directives provided by the University.

Statement on COVID-19 Face Coverings

In response to COVID-19, and in alignment with State of Nevada Governor Executive Orders, Roadmap to Recovery for Nevada plans, Nevada System of Higher Education directives, the University of Nevada President directives, and local, state, and national health official guidelines face coverings are required at all times while on campus, except when alone in a private office. This includes the classroom, laboratory, studio, creative space, or any type of in-person instructional activity, and public spaces.

A “face covering” is defined as a “covering that fully covers a person’s nose and mouth, including without limitation, cloth face mask, surgical mask, towels, scarves, and bandanas” (State of Nevada Emergency Directive 024).

Students that cannot wear a face covering due to a medical condition or disability, or who are unable to remove a mask without assistance may seek an accommodation through the Disability Resource Center.

Statement on COVID-19 Social Distancing

Face coverings are not a substitute for social distancing. Students shall observe current social distancing guidelines where possible in accordance with the Phase we are in while in the classroom, laboratory, studio, creative space (hereafter referred to as instructional space) setting and in public spaces. Students should avoid congregating around instructional space entrances before or after class sessions. If the instructional space has designated entrance and exit doors students are required to use them. Students should exit the instructional space immediately after the end of instruction to help ensure social distancing and allow for the persons attending the next scheduled class session to enter."

Statement on COVID-19 Disinfecting Your Learning Space

Disinfecting supplies are provided for you to disinfect your learning space. You may also use your own disinfecting supplies.

Statement on COVID-19, COVID-19 Like Symptoms, and Contact with Someone Testing Positive for COVID-19

Students must conduct daily health checks in accordance with CDC guidelines. Students testing positive for COVID 19, exhibiting COVID 19 symptoms or who have been in direct contact with someone testing positive for COVID 19 will not be allowed to attend in-person instructional activities and must leave the venue immediately. Students should contact the Student Health Center or their health care provider to receive care and who can provide the latest direction on quarantine and self-isolation. Contact your instructor immediately to make instructional and learning arrangements.

Statement on Failure to Comply with Policy (including as outlined in this Syllabus) or Directives of a University Employee

In accordance with section 6,502 of the University Administrative Manual, a student may receive academic and disciplinary sanctions for failure to comply with policy, including this syllabus, for failure to comply with the directions of a University Official, for disruptive behavior in the classroom, or any other prohibited action. “Disruptive behavior" is defined in part as behavior, including but not limited to failure to follow course, laboratory or safety rules, or endangering the health of others. A student may be dropped from class at any time for misconduct or disruptive behavior in the classroom upon recommendation of the instructor and with approval of the college dean. A student may also receive disciplinary sanctions through the Office of Student Conduct for misconduct or disruptive behavior, including endangering the health of others, in the classroom. The student shall not receive a refund for course fees or tuition.

