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Joseph Boulogne , the son of an African mother and a French Parliamentary council- > 2 2 > - = - =
lor, was born in Basse Terre, Guadeloupe. His family moved to Haiti where he is reputed (3 ¢ 1 i‘ ; I
to have had his first violin lessons from his father’s plantation manager. They moved to o p . S P Vi P S P I P
Paris in 1749 and it was there that the young man became an expert fencer, studying ) : - b | o £ £ g £ £ P e
arms under Master of Arms La Boessiere for six years. :95!}’2:9—‘1—& i . s - L L : ! !
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From 1758 to 1768 he is believed to have studied violin with Leclair and compo- s %"f b,
sition under Gossec. In 1769 Gossec appointed him to his first professional music post - » : f\% R
first violinist of the Concerts des Amateurs. He made his acclaimed debut as a soloist in . rfe e ——_ 0 ;T o ~ A
1772, playing his own op. 2 concertos. In addition to these he composed sonatas, string 1 i o = ‘Aﬁ@gﬁj e
quartets, two Symphonies Concertantes and at least two operas; Ernestine and La fille- ) 7 P } : - -y
garcon. ot " \ ’\ﬁ /—_\l — ‘i ’E ‘E ‘E ‘r\,dg —
In 1773 he assumed Gossec’s post as Music Director of the Concerts des Ama- & = '='=H' & I F s < e = :___,i‘u‘
teurs, where he played a vital part in commissioning Haydn's Paris Symphonies. In 1791 p S :
he left his life as a professional musician to become captain of the National Guard in = _ \ .~ oo | _ .
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