
EAST 303: Religion in Modern China
Section 001, Winte  0018, R2 09:35  M    11:30  M , Bi ks  Biildin  2oo- 10  

Instructor
Daniel     i  ay 
E -ail:3 daniel -i  ay@-c ill ca
Office hoi s :3 Ries days , 11:350 M  1 1:350    o  ㄀y aoooint-ent
Office:3 688 She ㄀ ooke St eet Wes t, 2oo- 060

Course Overview
Rhis  coi s e int odices   eli ion in  ainland China f o- the end of the Qin  Dynas ty to the 
o es ent  Rhe ai- is  to  ive s tidents  an ove all oe s oective of the  ole  eli iois  activities   and 
-ove-ents  a ains t  eli iois    oios ) olayed in the develoo-ent of -ode n China as  well as  
is s ies   elatin  to  eli ion in conte-oo a y China  It ㄀e ins  with a his to ical ove view and then 
focis es  on a dife ent the-e each week to cons ide  the  elations hios  that dive s e  eli iois  
o actices  have with oolitics , s ocial life, i ㄀aniaation,  ende , ethnicity, -edia, and s o on  

Rhis  is  a lecti e ㄀as ed clas s  and the e is  no oa ticioation   ade, ㄀it dis cis s ion o  qies tions  in 
clas s  a e welco-ed  Lecti es  will exoand on the-es  in the as s i ned  eadin s  and s tidents  a e 
exoected to  ead coi s e -ate ial o io  to lecti es  

Outcomes
▫ Develoo an inde s tandin  of the is s ies  s i  oindin   eli ion in -ode n China and ㄀e a㄀le to 
c itically en a e with thes e ideas  
▫ 2ead and analyae acade-ic w itin  in te -s  of  es ea ch qies tions , -ethodolo ies , and fo -s  
of a  i-entation 
▫ W ite clea , concis e, and well s t icti ed  es oons es  to exis tin  s chola ly  es ea ch 

Assessment
▫ In-Class Quiz (15%). February 1 
Bas ed on  eadin s  and lecti es  io to and inclidin  Jania y 50  Rhe qiia will ㄀e -ade io of 0  
s ho t ans we  qies tions   See -yCoi s es  fo  s tidy  iide 
▫ Short Presentaton (5%). Select a day from week fve onward.
Followin  week foi , the clas s  will ㄀e in with a s ho t o es entation  a oind fve -inites ) f o- a 
s tident  Rhe e a e two ootions  fo  the o es entation:3 1) o es ent a  ecent news  ite- a㄀oit 
 eli ion in China, cont as t how it is   o  is  not) o es ented in Chines e and non Chines e joi nalis - 
and the ㄀ias es  each o es ent  s ee -yCoi s es  fo  lis t of ootential news  s oi ces ) o  0) o es ent an 
o㄀ject o  activity  elated to Chines e  eli ions  foind in  ont eal and co--ent on how it  elates  
to a tooic o   eadin  f o- clas s  
▫ Assignment One (20%). Due February 27.
2es oond to two of th ee qies tions  is in  citations  f o- coi s e  eadin s   Each  es oons e s hoild 
㄀e 7 0 1000 wo ds  
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▫ Assignment Two (20%). Due March 27
2es oond to two of th ee qies tions  is in  citations  f o- coi s e  eadin s   Each  es oons e s hoild 
㄀e 7 0 1000 wo ds  
▫ Take-Home Exam (40%). Exams will be available on April 5 and the deadline is set by the 
Examinaton Ofce.
2es oond to foi  of s ix qies tions  is in  citations  f o- coi s e  eadin s   Each  es oons e s hoild ㄀e 
7 0 1000 wo ds  

Penaltes 
10% of the valie of an as s i n-ent o  the take ho-e exa- will ㄀e s i㄀t acted fo  each day that 
the wo k is  late, inles s  oe -is s ion is  o㄀tained f o- the ins t icto  ㄀efo e the die date of the 
wo k  Unde  exceotional ci ci-s tances , alte native a  an e-ents  -ay ㄀e -ade    es entations  
cannot ㄀e  es chediled inles s  oe -is s ion is  o㄀tained f o- the ins t icto  ㄀efo ehand  

Undergraduate Grading and Grade Point Averages (GPA)

GRADES G ade  oints Ni-e ical Scale of G ades 
M 4 0 8  100%
M 5 7 80 84%
B+ 5 5 7  79%
B 5 0 70 74%
B 0 7 6  69%
C+ 0 5 60 64%
C 0 0     9%
D Conditional)
 as s )

1 0  0  4%

F  Fail) 0 0 49%
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DISE Undergraduate Grading Scheme with Suggested Criteria
A (exceptonal): Exoectations  of the as s i n-ent have ㄀een s i oas s ed and de-ons t ate 

c eativity and o i inality  Wo k s hows  in deoth inde s tandin  and c itical awa enes s  of links  
㄀etween the individial as s i n-ent and othe  clas s   eadin s  and activities , in line with the 
 oals  and -ajo  the-es  of the coi s e its elf and  oes  ㄀eyond the coi s e content and 
-ate ial  Lan ia e and fo -at of the wo k a e exceedin ly well s t icti ed, eloqient and 
e  o  f ee  

A- (very good ): Unde s tandin s  and ins i hts  in the wo k a e aooa ent, and the e is  evidence of 
c itical en a e-ent with the s i㄀ject -ate   Exoectations  a e -et, and s o-e a e s i oas s ed  
Rhe lan ia e and fo -at of the wo k a e ve y well s t icti ed and e  o  f ee  

B+ (good): Exoectations  of the as s i n-ent have ㄀een -et  Unde s tandin s  and ins i hts  a e 
aooa ent, and the e is  s o-e evidence of c itical en a e-ent  Rhe lan ia e and fo -at of 
the wo k a e well s t icti ed ㄀it -ay contain a few e  o s   

B   (acceptable): Bas ic exoectations  of the as s i n-ent have ㄀een -os tly -et  Unde s tandin s , 
ins i hts  and evidence of c itical en a e-ent a e s o-ewhat aooa ent  Rhe o  aniaation and 
s t icti e of the wo k lack cons is tency and the wo k contains  -o e than a few lan ia e 
e  o s    

B- (adequate): So-e exoectations  of the as s i n-ent have ㄀een -et  Wo k lacks  o  aniaational 
s t icti e, lo ical cohe ence and cla ity with f eqient lan ia e e  o s   

C+ (problematc): Exoectations  of the as s i n-ent have ㄀een incons is tently add es s ed  
Siooo tin  ideas /ccontent of wo k a e va ie  Wo k is  dis o  aniaed and fo -atn  is  
awkwa d  Ni-e ois  e  o s  in lan ia e a e o es ent cais in  confis ion at ti-es   

C   (very problematc): Exoectations  of the as s i n-ent have ㄀een ooo ly -et  
 is inde s tandin s  a e evident th oi hoit  Wo k exhi㄀its  confis ion and lan ia e contains  
ni-e ois  e  o s   

D   (marginal): Exoectations  of the as s i n-ent have not ㄀een -et  Se iois  -is inte o etations  
a e  eo es ented in content  St icti e and o  aniaation a e ooo   Lan ia e e  o s  a e 
o es ent th oi hoit  

F   (unacceptable): Exoectations  of the as s i n-ent have not ㄀een -et  Wo k exhi㄀its  a 
o ofoind lack of inde s tandin   St icti e and o  aniaation a e a㄀s ent  Ni-e ois  e  o s  in 
lan ia e a e o es ent and inte fe e with co-o ehens ion th oi hoit 

Assigned Readings
Ms s i ned  eadin s  a e availa㄀le on the coi s e’s  -yCoi s es  oa e 

Schedule
Week One. Introducton to the Course and Religion in China
Jan 9:3 Int odiction to Coi s e  No 2eadin s  

Jan 11:3 Fil- s c eenin :3 Li Manshan: Portrait of a Folk Daoist, di ected ㄀y Steohen Jones 
 0017) 
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Week Two. Historical Background, Part One: The End of the Qing Dynasty and Republican 
China
Jan 16:3 ▫ Vincent Goos s ae t and David  al-e , The Religious Queston in Modern China 

 Unive s ity of Chica o   es s , 0010), oo  17 6  

Jan 18:3 ▫ Li Xin, “M  ad-an’s  Dia y,” in The Big Red Book of Modern Chinese 
Literature: Writngs from the Mainland in the Long Twenteth Century, edited ㄀y
Yinte Hian   W W  No ton and Co-oany, 0017), oo  1  06
▫ Jis tin 2  2itain e , TRhe Mwakenin  of Faith in Mna chis -:3 M Fo  oten Chaote 
in the Chines e Biddhis t Encointe  with  ode nity,T Politiss, Religion & 
Ideology, 1  0  0014):3 004 045 

Week Three. Historical Background, Part Two: The Communist Revoluton and Maoist China
Jan 05:3 ▫ Vincent Goos s ae t and David  al-e , The Religious Queston in Modern China 

 Unive s ity of Chica o   es s , 0010), oo  159 198

Jan 0 :3 ▫ Steohen Jones , Daoist Priests of the Li Family: Ritual Life in Village China 
 Rh ee  ines    es s , 0017), oo  95 158 
▫ Liao Yiwi, “Rhe Fen s hii  as te ” and “Rhe M㄀㄀ot,” The Corpse Walker: Real-
Life Storiess, China from the Botom  p  Mncho  Books , 0009), oo  61 90 

Week Four: Policy and Classifcaton
Jan 50:3 ▫ Jas on Mnanda Jos eohs on, “Rhe Invention of 2eli ions  in Eas t Ms ia” in The 

Routledge Handbook of Religions in Asia, edited ㄀y B yan S  Ri ne  and Os ca  
Sale-ink  2oitled e, 0014) 
▫ Cha lote Gao  TChines e Co--inis t  a ty Vows  to 'Siniciae 2eli ions ’ in 
China,T The Diplomat, Octo㄀e  04, 0017, 
<htos :3/c/cthediolo-at co-/c0017/c10/cchines e co--inis t oa ty vows  to s iniciae 
 eli ions  in china> 
▫ Ja-es  W  Ron , TRhe New 2eli iois   olicy in China:3 Catchin  io with Sys te-ic
2efo -s T Asian Survey,  0    0010):3 oo  8 9 887 

Fe㄀ 1:3 IN-CLASS QUIZ

Week Five: Management, Professionalizaton, and “Evil Cults”
Fe㄀ 6:3 ▫ Yan  De   iey, T2evolition of Re-oo ality:3 Rhe  ode n Schoolin  of Daois t 

  ies ts  in Shan hai at the Ri n of the Rwenty Fi e Centi y,T in Daoism in the 
Twenteth Century: Between Eternity and Modernity, edited ㄀y David M  al-e  
and Xin Lii  Unive s ity of Califo nia   es s , 0010) 
▫ Shin hin  Chan, TChan in  Chi ch1State 2elations  in Conte-oo a y China:3 
Rhe Cas e of the Fen xian  Dioces e,T Chinese Soiiologiial Review, 4  0  00101
15):3 oo  6 177 
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Fe㄀ 8:3 ▫ Benja-in  enny, “Mni-al Soi its , Ka -ic 2et i㄀ition, Falin on , and the 
State,” in Chinese Religiosites: AAiitons of Modernity and State Formaton, 
edited ㄀y  ayfai  Yan   Unive s ity of Califo nia   es s , 0008), oo  15  1 4 
▫ E-ily Dinn, “2einca nated 2eli ion? Rhe Es chatolo y of the Chi ch of 
Ml-i hty God in Co-oa ative  e s oective,” Studies in World Christanity 00 5 
 0016):3 0161055 
▫ Ro-  hillios , TCa-㄀ id e Unive s ity cens o s hio U ti n is  cens o ed ㄀y China T 
The Guardians, Mi is t 00, 0017, 
<htos :3/c/cwww the ia dian co-/cwo ld/c0017/cai /c00/cca-㄀ id e inive s ity 
cens o s hio i ti n china> 

Week Six. Rural Religious Life 
Fe㄀ 15:3 ▫ Wai Lin Ra-, TCo--inal wo s hio and fes tivals  in Chines e villa es ,” in 

Chinese Religious Life, edited ㄀y David M   al-e , Glenn Shive, and  hilio L  
Wicke i  Oxfo d Unive s ity   es s , 0011) 
▫ Watch:3 Bored in Heaven, di ected ㄀y Kenneth Dean  0011) [s ee -yCoi s es  fo 
viewin  ootions , s ections  of the fl- will ㄀e s hown in clas s .y 
▫ Co a Dean and Kenneth Dean, T akin  Bo ed in Heaven:3 M Fil- a㄀oit 2itial 
Sens ation,T Visual Anthropology Review 50 1  0014):3  0 61 

Fe㄀ 1 :3 ▫ Hen ieta Ha  is on, The Missionary's Curse and Other Tales from a Chinese 
Catholii Village  Be keley:3 Unive s ity of Califo nia   es s , 0015), oo  170 198 
▫ Wi Ka -in , Reinventng Chinese Traditon: The Cultural Politis of Late 
Soiialism  Unive s ity of Illinois    es s , 001 ), oo  100 146 

Week Seven. Urban Development 
Fe㄀ 00:3 ▫ Vincent Goos eae t, TRe  ito ial Cilts  and the U ㄀aniaation of the Chines e 

Wo ld,T Handbook of Religion and the Asian City: Aspiraton and  rbanizaton 
in the Twenty-First Century, edited ㄀y  ete  van de  Vee   Be keley:3 Unive s ity 
of Califo nia   es s , 001 ) 
▫ Daniel Benja-in M㄀ a-s on, “ laces  fo  the  ods :3 i ㄀an olannin  as  
o thoo axy and hete oo axy in China,” Environment and Planning D: Soiiety 
and Spaie, 09  0011):3 oo  67 88 

Fe㄀ 00:3 ▫ Ian Johns on, “ y Beijin :3 Rhe Sac ed City,” The New York Times,  ay 1, 0017, 
<htos :3/c/cwww nyti-es  co-/c0017/c0 /c01/ct avel/c㄀eijin  china his to y s ac ed 
city te-oles  cilti e ht-l?_ =0> 
▫ Ga eth Fis he , “Los in  the Nei h㄀o hood Re-ole  O  Findin  the Re-ole and 
Los in  the Nei h㄀o hood):3 R ans fo -ations  of Re-ole Soace in  ode n 
Beijin ,” in Plaie/No-Plaie in  rban Asian Religiosity, edited ㄀y Joanne  inao 
Wa ho ne  Sin aoo e:3 So in e , 0016) 
▫ Lii  en , “Hois e Chi ches :3 M 2eview of the Beijin  Shoiwan  Chi ch 
Incident,” in Religious Diversity in Chinese Thought, edited ㄀y  e  y Schidt 
Leikel and Joachi- Genta   al  ave  ac illan, 0015) 

 



Week Eight. China’s “Crisis of Morality”: The Return of Confucius and Religious Charites
Fe㄀ 07:3 FIRST ASSIGNMENT DUE

▫ Mnthony DeBlas i, TSellin  Conficiis :3 Rhe Ne otiated 2eti n of R adition in 
 os t Socialis t China,T in The Sage Returns: Confuiian Revival in Contemporary 
China, edited ㄀y Kenneth J  Ha--ond and Jef ey L  2ichey  State Unive s ity of 
New Yo k   es s , 001 ) 
▫ Shifan  Wi, TRhe 2evival of Conficianis - and the CC 's  St i  le fo  Cilti al 
Leade s hio:3 a content analys is  of the  eoole's  Daily, 0000 0009,T Journal of 
Contemporary China, 05 89  0014), oo  971 991 

 a  1:3 ▫ 2o㄀e t Welle , T2eli ion, 2itial, and the  i㄀lic Good in China,T in 
Confuiianism and Spiritual Traditons in Modern China and Beyond  B ill, 0011) 
▫ Keoin  Wi, TBiddhis t and   otes tant  hilanth ooies  in Conte-oo a y 
Soitheas t China:3 Ne otiatin  the 'G ey Zone,' Religion and the Politis of 
Development, edited ㄀y  hilio Fointain, 2o㄀in Bis h, and 2   ichael Fenne  
  al  ave  ac-illan, 001 ) 

Mar 5-9 Study Break

Week Nine. Gender 
 a  15:3 ▫ C  Jilia Hian , Elena Valis s i, and David M   al-e , “Gende  and Sexiality,” 

Chinese Religious Life, edited ㄀y David M   al-e , Glenn Shive, and  hilio L  
Wicke i  Oxfo d Unive s ity   es s , 0011) 
▫  ayfai  Yan , TSha-anis - and Soi it  os s es s ion in Chines e  ode nity:3 So-e 
  eli-ina y 2efections  on a Gende ed 2eli ios ity of the Body,T Review of 
Religion and Chinese Soiiety 0  001 ), oo   1 86  

 a  1 :3 ▫  e an B ys on, TBaijie and the Bai:3 Gende  and Ethnic 2eli ion in Dali, 
Yinnan,T Asian Ethnology, 70 1  0015), 5 51 
▫ Mv on Bo eta, Godss, Ghostss, and Gangsters: Ritual Violenies, Martal Artss, and 
Masiulinity on the Margins of Chinese Soiiety,  Hawai'i, 0011), oo  87 114 

Week Ten. Ethnicity, Islam, and Tibetan Buddhism
 a  00:3 ▫ D i C  Gladney, TIs la- in China:3 State  olicin  and Identity  olitics ,T in Making

Religions, Making the State: The Politis of Religion in Modern China, edited ㄀y 
Yos hiko Ms hiwa and David L  Wank  Stanfo d Unive s ity   es s , 0009) 
▫ Qian qian  Lio and Joel Mnd eas , TUs in  2eli ion to 2es is t 2i al 
Dis oos s es s ion:3 M Cas e Stidy of a Hii  is li- Co--inity in No th wes t China,T 
The China Quarterly, 006  0016):3 oo  477 498 
▫ Jos h Chin and Clé-ent Bü  e, TRwelve Days  in Xinjian :3 How China’s  
Si veillance State Ove whel-s  Daily Life,T Rhe Wall St eet Joi nal, Dece-㄀e  
19, 0017, <htos :3/c/cwww ws j co-/ca ticles /ctwelve days  in xinjian  how chinas  
s i veillance s tate ove whel-s  daily life 1 157005  > [inclidin  TLife Ins ide 
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China's  Rotal Si veillance StateT video.y   

 a  00:3 ▫ Cla e Ha  is , TRhe  otala  alace:3 2e-e-㄀e in  to Fo  et in Conte-oo a y 
Ri㄀et,T South Asian Studies, 00 1  0015):3 oo  61 7  
▫ Mlis on Denton Jones , TConte-oo a y Han Chines e Involve-ent in Ri㄀etan 
Biddhis -:3 M Cas e Stidy f o- Nanjin ,T Soiial Compass,  8 4  0011):3 oo   40 
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Week Eleven. Popular Media
 a  07:3 SECOND ASSIGNMENT DUE

▫ Sean  acdonald, TMni-ation as  Inte textial Cine-a:3 Neaha Naohai  Neaha 
Conqie s  the D a on Kin ),T Animaton: An Interdisiiplinary Journal 10 5 
 001 ):3 00  001 
▫ Watch:3 Nezha Conquers the Dragon King 哪吒鬧海  1979), di ected ㄀y Yan 
Din xian, Wan  Shichen, and Xi Jin da  <htos :3/c/cwww yoiti㄀e co-/cwatch?
v=Z0SKG 8xO s > 
▫ Qin jian  Yao and Daniel M Stoit, TChina's  Official  edia  o t ayal of 2eli ion 
 1996 000 ):3  olicy Chan e in a Des ecila iain  Society,T Journal of Media and 
Religion, 10 1  0011):3 oo  59  0

 a  09:3 ▫ Sa-iel Len en, “Beyond the Conceotial F a-ewo k of Ooo es s ion and 
2es is tance:3 C eativity, 2eli ion and the Inte net in China,” in Religion and 
Media in China Insights and Case Studies from the Mainlands, Taiwan and Hong 
Kong, edited ㄀y Stefania R ava nin  2oitled e, 0017) 
▫ Weis han Hian , “WeChat Ro ethe  a㄀oit the Biddha:3 the Cons t iction of 
Sac ed Soace and 2eli iois  Co--inity in Shan hai th oi h Social -edia,” in 
Religion and Media in China Insights and Case Studies from the Mainlands, 
Taiwan and Hong Kong, edited ㄀y Stefania R ava nin  2oitled e, 0017) 

Mar 30 - Apr 2 Easter Break

Week Twelve. The Environment
Mo   :3 ▫   as enjit Dia a, The Crisis of Global Modernity: Asian Traditons and a 

Sustainable Future  Ca-㄀ id e Unive s ity   es s , 001 ), oo  19  058 
▫ Ja-es   ille , “Is  G een the New 2ed?” Nature and Cultures, 8 5  0015):3 oo  
049 064 

Week Thirteen: The Future
Mo  10:3 ▫ Ian Johns on, TChas in  the Yellow De-on,T The Journal of Asian Studies 76 1 

 0017):3 oo    04 
▫ Steohan Feichtwan , TChines e Civiliaation in the   es ent,T The Asia Paiifi 
Journal of Anthropology, 15 0  0010):3 oo  110 107 

Mo  10:3 Dis cis s ion of take ho-e fnal exa- 
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 cGill  olicy State-ents 
 cGill  eqii es  that the followin  s tate-ents  ㄀e inclided in coi s e oitlines :3

▫ “In acco d with  cGill Unive s ity’s  Cha te  of Stidents ’ 2i hts , s tidents  in this  coi s e have 
the  i ht to s i㄀-it in En lis h o  in F ench any w iten wo k that is  to ㄀e   aded  Rhis  does  not 
aooly to coi s es  in which acqii in  o ofciency in a lan ia e is  one of the o㄀jectives  ”

▫ “ cGill Unive s ity valies  acade-ic inte  ity  Rhe efo e, all s tidents  -is t inde s tand the 
-eanin  and cons eqiences  of cheatin , ola ia is - and othe  acade-ic ofences  inde  the 
Code of Stident Condict and Dis ciolina y   ocedi es ” 
 s ee www -c ill ca/cs tidents /cs   /chones t/c fo  -o e info -ation) 

Rhe followin  s tate-ents  a e ootional and ins t icto s  a e encoi a ed to inclide the- on 
coi s e oitlines  as  aoo oo iate:3

▫ “© Ins t icto   ene ated coi s e -ate ials   e   , handoits , notes , s i--a ies , exa- qies tions , 
etc ) a e o otected ㄀y law and -ay not ㄀e cooied o  dis t i㄀ited in any fo - o  in any -edii- 
withoit exolicit oe -is s ion of the ins t icto    Note that inf in e-ents  of cooy i ht can ㄀e 
s i㄀ject to follow io ㄀y the Unive s ity inde  the Code of Stident Condict and Dis ciolina y 
  ocedi es  ”

▫ TMs  the ins t icto  of this  coi s e I endeavo  to o ovide an inclis ive lea nin  envi on-ent  
Howeve , if yoi exoe ience ㄀a  ie s  to lea nin  in this  coi s e, do not hes itate to dis cis s  the- 
with -e and the Office fo  Stidents  with Dis a㄀ilities ,  14 598 6009 ”

▫ “End of coi s e evaliations  a e one of the ways  that  cGill wo ks  towa ds  -aintainin  and 
i-o ovin  the qiality of coi s es  and the s tident’s  lea nin  exoe ience  Yoi will ㄀e notifed ㄀y 
e -ail when the evaliations  a e availa㄀le   leas e note that a -ini-i- ni-㄀e  of  es oons es  
-is t ㄀e  eceived fo   es ilts  to ㄀e availa㄀le to s tidents  ”

▫ “In the event of ext ao dina y ci ci-s tances  ㄀eyond the Unive s ity’s  cont ol, the content 
and/co  evaliation s che-e in this  coi s e is  s i㄀ject to chan e T
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