	Japanese Computerization and Society (日本の情報化と社会)
Fall semester 2019, Tuesdays from 2:40-4:10 in computer room 1-情報処理教室B

	Instructor: スティーヴェン・A.マッカーティ (Steve McCarty)

	Course Description: This course introduces students to the role of information and communication technologies (ICT) in Japanese society. Students will be able to research their own interests in fields utilizing ICT such as business, entertainment, or education. Students who wish to work in the future for Japanese companies or in the IT sector will gain relevant background knowledge. Specific Japanese companies utilizing ICT such as Panasonic in Osaka and NTT Data in Tokyo will be examined along with the latest news about technology in Japan. Topics of study also include Japanese culture and modern society, Japanese language computing, Internet, mobile technologies, and social media. We will analyze data on ICT in daily life, business and education. We will also examine Japanese attitudes toward technology and communication through various media, including distance and online education. There will be a class Website with links to readings on ICT in Japan.
Course Objectives: Students will be prepared to consider further educational or career options related to the use of ICT in Japan. 

	Course Outline:
1 (9/24) Self-introductions and interests in fields related to ICT in Japan; course introduction; computer lab facilities, Japanese language computing; class Web page for research readings and showing in class. 
2 (10/1) Examine Japan ICT data and government ICT policy. Discuss how we use ICT in daily life.
3 (10/8) How to make academic presentations, first a show and tell presentation about Websites we use.
4 (10/15) Aspects of ICT use in Japan, such as emoji, compared with exchange students’ countries.
5 (10/29 Discuss social media. 
6 (11/5) Companies utilizing ICT for innovations in the Kansai region, Tokyo, and other regions.
7 (11/12) Discuss mobile technologies.
8 (11/19) Discuss ICT use in Japanese families and education.
9 (11/26) Discuss Japanese attitudes toward technology, distance and online education. 
10 (12/3) How to make and deliver the final presentation. 
11 (12/10) How to write and research the semester paper.
12 (12/17) More about preparing the final presentation and the semester paper.
13 (12/24) Start final presentations.
[bookmark: _GoBack]14 (1/7/2020) More final presentations and preparing the semester paper. 
15 (1/14/2020) Submit the semester paper. Any unfinished presentations. Reflections.

	Assessment:
定期試験を行わず、平常試験(小テスト・レポート等)で総合評価する。 
Active class participation, preparation, and attending class on time: 40%. 
Presentations (show and tell: 10%; final presentation: 25%): 35%. 
Semester paper: 25%.
Benchmarks: 1) reporting to the class in English; 2) presentations according to the guidelines that will be taught about delivery and slides; and 3) writing an academic paper in English according to the guidelines that will be taught, which are available as documents to download from the class homepage. 

	Textbook: None 

	References: Readings are linked from the class homepage: https://japanned.hcommons.org/teaching/jcs
There will also be a class Facebook Group available for sharing information and contacting each other.

	Notes: Classes will be held in a computer lab. Contact the teacher by e-mail to waoesteve@gmail.com about any questions or problems such as having to be absent or a delay in completing assignments.



