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Abstract

१H�TXUʀÃQLF�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�QDUUDWLYH�LQ�4�0ÃʀLGDK����ZKLFK�IHDWXUHV�D�ZHOO�
NQRZQ�HWKLFDO�PD[LP�DERXW�WKH�YDOXH�RI�KXPDQ�OLIH��H[KLELWV�D�FRQVSLFXRXV�
FRQQHFWLRQ� WR�D� -HZLVK�SUHFXUVRU��$V�KDV�EHHQ�REVHUYHG�VLQFH� WKH� WLPH�RI�
$EUDKDP�*HLJHU��WKH�FRLQFLGHQFH�RI�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�DQG�WKH�PD[LP�LQ�0LVKQDK�
tractate Sanhedrin and its parallels in classical rabbinic literature appears 
WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�GLUHFW�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�D�-HZLVK�VRXUFH��,Q�WKLV�
DUWLFOH��,�ZLOO�SXUVXH�D�PRUH�QXDQFHG�DSSURDFK�WR�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�
6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�DQG�UDEELQLF�WUDGLWLRQ��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��,�ZLOO�SURSRVH�D�
new interpretation of the famous motif of the raven that Cain imitated in 
EXU\LQJ� KLV� EURWKHU��ZKLFK� KDV� SHUVLVWHQWO\ۚEXW� LQFRUUHFWO\ۚEHHQ�XQGHU�
VWRRG� WR� EH� GUDZQ� IURP�D�PLGUDVKLF� SUHFXUVRU��2Q� WKH� RWKHU�� ,�ZLOO� VKRZ�
WKDW�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK does not intersect with tractate Sanhedrin solely at the 
SRLQW�RI�WKLV�LQGLYLGXDO�WUDGLWLRQ��UDWKHU��LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODUJHU�FRQWH[W�
RI�ERWK�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJH�DQG�WKH�DSSDUHQW�VRXUFH�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�PD[LP�LQ�
the Mishnah indicates that the two are linked through a much larger web of 
LQWHUWZLQHG�WH[WXDO�DOOXVLRQV��१LV�FRLQFLGHQFH�SRVVLEO\�KDV�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�
our understanding of the circumstances of the VĭUDK’s revelation as well as 
RI�WKH�-HZLVK�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�0HGLQDQ�PLOLHX��HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�
०UʀÃQ۟V�OHJLWLPDWLRQ�RI�YLROHQFH�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�DOOHJHG�-HZLVK�FULPH�RI�
spreading corruption in the land (IDVÃG�Iíڥ�O�DUҺ��

2YHU�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH��UHVHDUFK�LQWR�WKH�OLWHUDU\�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�EDFNJURXQG�WR�
WKH�०UʀÃQ�KDV�VKLॗHG�VWURQJO\�WRZDUGV�D�IRFXV�RQ�(DVWHUQ�&KULVWLDQ�VFULS�
WXUDO�DQG�SDUDVFULSWXUDO�WUDGLWLRQV��UHYLYLQJ�WKH�SLRQHHULQJ�ZRUN�RQ�6\ULDF�
comparanda by scholars such as Tor Andræ and Alphonse Mingana over a 
FHQWXU\�DJR�1�१LV�WUHQG�VWDQGV�LQ�VKDUS�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�HPSKDVLV�RQ�-HZLVK�


��SUHVHQWHG�HDUO\�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�VRPH�RI�WKH�PDWHULDO�LQ�WKLV�DUWLFOH�LQ�WZR�FRQIHU,ی
HQFH�SDSHUV��RQH�DW�WKH�SDQHO�ۢ3URSKHWV�DQG�3URSKHWKRRG�EHWZHHQ�%LEOH�DQG�4XUDQۣ�
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precursors and parallels that formerly prevailed among those inclined to in�
YHVWLJDWH�WKH�ODWH�DQWLTXH�VRXUFHV�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ��DQ�DSSURDFK�WKDW�GRPLQDW�
HG�WKH�੟HOG�IURP�WKH�WLPH�RI�$EUDKDP�*HLJHU۟V�JHUPLQDO�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�����V�
XQWLO�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�PDMRU�GHEDWHV�RYHU�PHWKRG�LQ�WKH�����V�DQG�����V�2 
$V�'HYLQ�6WHZDUW�KDV�QRWHG�UHJDUGLQJ�ZKDW�ZH�PLJKW�FDOO�WKH�ۢ6\ULDF�WXUQۣ�
LQ�WKH�੟HOG��DOWKRXJK�WKH�DUJXPHQWV�RI�WKRVH�ZKRP�KH�GXEV�WKH�ۢ1HZ�%LE�
OLFLVWVۣ�WHQG�WR�EH�VXEWOHU�DQG�PRUH�UH੟QHG�WKDQ�WKRVH�RI�WKHLU�SUHGHFHVVRUV�
ZKR�IRFXVHG�RQ�-HZLVK�FRPSDUDQGD��WKRVH�DUJXPHQWV�DUH�IXQFWLRQDOO\�TXLWH�
similar to those of older scholarship rather than representing a wholly new 
DSSURDFK�3�1HYHUWKHOHVV��D�FRQVSLFXRXV�GLਫ਼HUHQFH�PDUNLQJ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
arguments is that most scholars working today strive to avoid the wild re�
GXFWLRQLVP�RI�WKH�SDVW��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKDW�,�KDYH�HOVHZKHUH�WHUPHG�WKH�ۢLQ੠X�
HQFH�SDUDGLJPۣ�WKDW�ZDV�RQFH�SHUYDVLYH�LQ�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�DQG�,VODPLF�
RULJLQV�4

-XGJLQJ�E\�FXUUHQW�WUHQGV�LQ�VFKRODUVKLS��LW�PLJKW�VHHP�VRPHZKDW�UHW�
URJUDGH� WR�Dग़HPSW� WR� UHYLVLW�*HLJHU۟V�FODLP�WKDW� WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�FRUSXV�ZDV�
VWURQJO\� LQIRUPHG�E\�GLDORJXH�ZLWK�-HZLVK�LQIRUPDQWV��RU�SUHGRPLQDQWO\�
VKDSHG� LQ� D� -HZLVK�PDWUL[��+RZHYHU�� GHVSLWH� WKH� HQRUPRXV� FRQWULEXWLRQ�
WKDW�VFKRODUV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�6\ULDF�&KULVWLDQ�SDUDOOHOV�WR�WKH�०UʀÃQ�KDYH�PDGH�
WR�WKH�੟HOG�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��WKH�EDVLF�SKHQRPHQRQ�*HLJHU�REVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�
०UʀÃQ�FDQQRW�EH�GHQLHG��:H�FHUWDLQO\�FDQQRW�HQGRUVH�D�UHWXUQ�WR�*HLJHU۟V�
PHWKRGRORJ\�� LQ�ZKLFK�0XԆDPPDG۟V� -HZLVK�FRPSDQLRQV�DQG� LQIRUPDQWV�
DUH�SUHVHQWHG�DV�WKH�PDLQ�YHFWRUV�RI�ۢLQ੠XHQFHۣ�XSRQ�KLP��QRU�VKRXOG�ZH�
UHYHUW� WR� D�SHUVSHFWLYH� WKDW� UHGXFHV� WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V� HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�ROGHU�

DW� WKH�6RFLHW\�RI�%LEOLFDO�/LWHUDWXUH� ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�0HHWLQJ�DW� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�6W��
$QGUHZV�LQ������DQG�DQRWKHU�DW�WKH�SDQHO�ۢ9LROHQFH�DQG�%HOLHI�LQ�WKH�4XU۟DQLF�0L�
OLHXۣ�DW�WKH�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�4XU۟DQLF�6WXGLHV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�$QQXDO�0HHWLQJ�LQ�$WODQWD�
LQ������� ,� WKDQN�WKH�SDQHO�DWWHQGHHV�DQG�P\�IHOORZ�SUHVHQWHUV�IRU�WKHLU� LQVLJKWIXO�
TXHVWLRQV�DQG�FRPPHQWV��
�RU�FRQFLVH�RYHUYLHZV�RI(ی�� WKH� LVVXHV�� VHH�(PUDQ�(OEDGDZL�>VLF@�� ۢ7KH� ,PSDFW�RI�
$UDPDLF��(VSHFLDOO\�6\ULDF��RQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�ۣ �5&��������������ۙ����DQG�'HYLQ�6WHZDUW��
ۢ5HIOHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�6WDWH�RI�WKH�$UW�LQ�:HVWHUQ�4XUʀDQLF�6WXGLHV�ۣ �LQ�&DURO�%DNKRV�
DQG�0LFKDHO�&RRN��HGV����,VODP�DQG�,WV�3DVW��-DKLOL\\D��/DWH�$QWLTXLW\��DQG�WKH�4XUڥDQ�
�2[IRUG��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV����������ۙ������ۙ���
�RU�*HLJHU۟V�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI(ی�� WKH�RULJLQV�RI� WKH�4XUʀÃQ�DQG�0XԆDPPDG۟V�DW�
WLWXGH�WRZDUGV�WKH�-HZV�DQG�WKH�VFULSWXUDO�NQRZOHGJH�KH�UHFHLYHG�IURP�WKHP��VHH�
-XGDLVP�DQG�,VO£P��$�3UL]H�(VVD\��WUDQV��)��0��<RXQJ��0DGUDV��0�'�&�6�3�&�.��3UHVV��
��������ۙ���
6WHZDUW��ۢ5HIOHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�6WDWH�RI�WKH�$UW�ۣی�� ����
�7�6HH�P\�ۢ7KH�+HEUHZ�%LEOH�DQG�WKH�4XUDQی��KH�3UREOHP�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�۞,QIOXHQFH۟�
RQ�,VODP�ۣ �5&��������������ۙ�����
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scriptural and parascriptural tradition to a dynamic of passive reception 
DQG�KDOI�JDUEOHG�UHJXUJLWDWLRQ��%XW�LW�LV�DEXQGDQWO\�FOHDU�WKDW�DW�OHDVW�VRPH�
SDVVDJHV�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ�GHPRQVWUDWH�D�FORVH�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�VSHFL੟F�SUH�
FXUVRUV�GUDZQ�IURP�UDEELQLF�OLWHUDWXUH��DQG�WKDW�UHODWLRQVKLS�PD\�UHDVRQ�
DEO\�EH�FRQVWUXHG�DV�UH੠HFWLQJ�WKH�GLUHFW�LPSDFW�RI�UDEELQLF�OLWHUDU\�PDWHULDO�
XSRQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�PLOLHX��

$V�KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�QRWHG��TXUʀÃQLF�GLVFRXUVH�DSSHDUV�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�VKDSHG�
WR�D�VLJQL੟FDQW�GHJUHH�E\�GLUHFW�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�-HZLVK�LQWHUORFXWRUV��DO�
WKRXJK� WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�&KULVWLDQV�DQG�&KULVWLDQLW\� LV� VLJ�
QL੟FDQW� DV� ZHOO�� TXUʀÃQLF�PDWHULDO� VHHPLQJO\� RULHQWHG� WRZDUGV� -HZV� DQG�
-XGDLVP�LV�PXFK�PRUH�SURPLQHQW�LQ�WKH�FRUSXV�5 Barring some unforeseen 
discovery of seismic importance for our understanding of the origins of 
WKH�०UʀÃQ��XQFRYHULQJ�WKH�H[DFW�KLVWRULFDO�SURFHVVHV�RI�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�DQG�
reception that shaped the corpus and led to the genesis of the Islamic com�
PXQLW\�LQ�ODWH�DQWLTXH�$UDELD�ZLOO�SUREDEO\�UHPDLQ�EH\RQG�RXU�UHDFK��+RZ�
HYHU��DFNQRZOHGJLQJ�WKH�GLVFHUQLEOH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�WH[WXDO�FRUSRUD�
does not mean that we must blithely indulge the problematic proposition of 
Geiger and others among the scholarly VDODI�RI�WKH�(XUR�$PHULFDQ�DFDGHP�
LF�WUDGLWLRQ��WKDW�UDEELQLF�VFKRODUV�LQ�0HGLQD�VLPSO\�VFKRROHG�0XԆDPPDG��
ZKR�XQNQRZLQJO\�ZURWH�GRZQ��RU�VWUXJJOHG�WR�PHPRUL]H��EXW�RॗHQ�PLVUH�
membered) what he heard in adapting Jewish teachings for his pagan Arab 
DXGLHQFH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRQYLQFH�WKHP�RI�KLV�SURSKHWLF�ERQD�੟GHV��

,Q�ZKDW� IROORZV�KHUH�� ,�ZLOO�SUHVHQW� D� FDVH� VWXG\� WKDW�KDV�SHUHQQLDOO\�
Dग़UDFWHG�PXFK�VFKRODUO\�Dग़HQWLRQ��WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�DFFRXQW�RI�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO��
DQG�VXJJHVW�D�GLਫ਼HUHQW�DSSURDFK�WR�ERWK�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�
DQG�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�EURDGHU�UHYHODWRU\�FRQWH[W��SDUWLFXODUO\�DV�LW�SHUWDLQV�WR�
WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�-HZLVK�ۢLQ੠XHQFHۣ�RQ�IRUPDWLYH�,VODP�6�$V�KDV�RॗHQ�EHHQ�
DFNQRZOHGJHG��WKH�०UʀÃQ�KHUH�H[KLELWV�D�SDUWLFXODUO\�FRQVSLFXRXV�FRQQHF�
WLRQ� WR�D� -HZLVK�SUHFXUVRU�� LQVRIDU�DV� WKH�SDVVDJH� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH�&DLQ�DQG�
$EHO� QDUUDWLYH� LV� IRXQG� DOVR� FRQWDLQV�ZKDW� VHHPV� DW� ੟UVW� JODQFH� WR� EH� D�
GLUHFW� TXRWDWLRQ� RI� UDEELQLF� WUDGLWLRQ��१LV� LV� D� IDPRXV�PD[LP�DERXW� WKH�
YDOXH�RI�KXPDQ�OLIH��VWLOO�IUHTXHQWO\�TXRWHG�WRGD\��WKDW�LV�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�

�7KLV�LV�WR�VD\�QRWKLQJ�RI�WKRVH�SDVVDJHV�LQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�WKDW�DSSHDU�WR�DGGUHVV�ERWKی��
groups together under the rubric of DKO�DO�NLWÃE��DQG�SRVVLEO\�EDQĭ�LVUÃɳíO�DV�ZHOO��)RU�
WKH�SHUPXWDWLRQV�RI�WKHVH�RYHUODSSLQJ�VLJQLILHUV�DQG�WKHLU�FRPSOH[�DVVRFLDWLRQV��VHH�
0LFKDHO�(��3UHJLOO��ۢ7KH�3HRSOH�RI�6FULSWXUH��$KO�DO�.LWÃE��ۣ �LQ�*HRUJH�$UFKHU��0DULD�
0��'DNDNH��DQG�'DQLHO�$��0DGLJDQ��HGV����7KH�5RXWOHGJH�&RPSDQLRQ�WR�WKH�4XUڥDQ�
�$ELQJGRQ��5RXWOHGJH������������ۙ����
��ZLOO,ی�� UHIHU� WR� WKH� EURWKHUV� E\� WKHLU� ELEOLFDO� QDPHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKLV� DUWLFOH�� DO�
WKRXJKۚOLNH�WKHLU�PRWKHU�(YHۚWKH\�DUH�DFWXDOO\�DQRQ\PRXV�LQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�
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0LVKQDK�DV�ZHOO�DV�ERWK�7DOPXGV�� ,Q�FRQWUDVW� WR�ROGHU�DSSURDFKHV�� ,�ZLOO�
DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�०UʀÃQ�GRHV�QRW�LQWHUVHFW�ZLWK�UDEELQLF�WUDGLWLRQ�KHUH�VROHO\�
DW�WKH�SRLQW�RI�WKLV�LQGLYLGXDO�WUDGLWLRQ��5DWKHU��LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODUJHU�
FRQWH[W�RI�ERWK�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJH�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�DQG�WKH�DSSDUHQW�
VRXUFH�RI� WKH� -HZLVK�PD[LP� LQ� WKH�PLVKQDLF� WUDFWDWH�6DQKHGULQ� LQGLFDWHV�
that the two passages are linked through a much larger web of interwoven 
WH[WXDO�DOOXVLRQV�

2YHUDOO�� WKH� SDVVDJH� LQ� 6ĭUDW� DO�0ÃʀLGDK� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH�&DLQ� DQG�$EHO�
VWRU\�DSSHDUV�VWDQGV�LQ�FORVH�SUR[LPLW\�WR�D�WH[WXDO�SUHFXUVRU�WKDW�LV�UHFRJ�
QL]DEO\�UDEELQLF�LQ�RULJLQ��,W�SRUWUD\V�WKH�IUDWULFLGDO�HSLVRGH�IURP�*HQHVLV��
UHDG�LQ�D�YHU\�VSHFL੟F�ZD\��ZLWK�D�UHDGLO\�LGHQWL੟DEOH�SDUDOOHO� LQ�D�PDMRU�
UDEELQLF� WH[W�� LW� WKHQ�SURFHHGV� WR� DGXPEUDWH� DQ� HWKLFDO�PD[LP�� IDPRXVO\�
SDUDOOHOHG� LQ� WKH� VDPH�SDUW� RI� WKDW� UDEELQLF� WH[W�� DQG�੟QDOO\�� LW� H[SOLFLWO\�
signals its relationship with the rabbinic precursor in noting a precedent for 
WKH�PD[LP�LQ�*RG۟V�SUHYLRXV�UHYHODWLRQ�WR�WKH�-HZVۚLPSO\LQJ�WKDW�*RG�LV��
HVVHQWLDOO\��MXVW�UHSHDWLQJ�+LPVHOI�KHUH�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�LQ�UHKHDUVLQJ�WKH�UXOH�
IRU�D�QHZ�DXGLHQFH��

6FKRODUV�KDYH�RI�ODWH�WHQGHG�WR�VHH�WKH�ELEOLFDO�SDUDELEOLFDO�VXEVWUDWH�LQ�
TXUʀÃQLF�GLVFRXUVH� DV�RULJLQDWLQJ� WKURXJK�SURFHVVHV�RI�RUDO�GLਫ਼XVLRQ�DQG�
VWUDWHJLF�DGDSWDWLRQۚDQ�DVVLPLODWLRQ�DQG�DSSURSULDWLRQ�RI�VKDUHG�PDWHULDO�
FLUFXODWLQJ�LQ�D�FRPPRQ�FXOWXUDO�PLOLHX��UDWKHU�WKDQ�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�ۢGH�
SHQGHQFH�ۣ �ۢERUURZLQJ�ۣ �RU�WKH�OLNH��+RZHYHU��LQ�WKH�FDVH�DW�KDQG��D�GLUHFW�
FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WH[WV�VHHPV�OLNH�WKH�PRVW�SODXVLEOH�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�
WKHLU�UHVHPEODQFHV��,W�LV�HTXDOO\�QRWHZRUWK\�WKDW�WKLV�TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJH�DOVR�
DSSHDUV� WR� FRQWDLQ� H[HJHWLFDO�੠RXULVKHV�RI� D� FOHDU�&KULVWLDQ� DPELHQFH� DV�
ZHOO�� WKLV� LV�PRUH�LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�WKRVH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�DSSURDFKHV�WR�WKH�
०UʀÃQ۟V�FXOWXUDO�KRUL]RQ�WKDW�IDYRU�6\ULDF�SUHFXUVRUV��DQG�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�
into account in considering both the compositional background and intend�
HG� UKHWRULFDO� DQG� LGHRORJLFDO� IXQFWLRQ� RI� WKH� TXUʀÃQLF� SDVVDJH�� )LQDOO\ۚD�
SRLQW�,�ZLOO�UHYLVLW�LQ�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQۚLW�LV�SODXVLEOH�WKDW�WKLV�DSSURSULDWLRQ�
DQG�UHVWUXFWXULQJ�VKRXOG�EH� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH�KLVWRULFDO� FRQWH[W�RI� WKH�HDUO\�
FRPPXQLW\۟V�FRQ੠LFW�ZLWK�WKH�-HZV�RI�0HGLQD�

8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�IXOO�UHDVRQLQJ�EHKLQG�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK۟V�HYRFDWLRQ�RI�
D�PLVKQDLF�LQWHUWH[WۚERWK�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�VWRU\�DQG�WKH�PD[LP�LW�LV�FLWHG�
WR�H[SODLQۚGHPDQGV�WKDW�ZH�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�YHU\�SDUWLFXODU�ZD\�WKH�VĭUDK 
DGGUHVVHV�TXHVWLRQV�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�RZQ�OHJLWLPDF\��WKH�SULPDF\�RI�WKH�SUR�
SKHWLF�FRPPXQLW\�LW�LV�EULQJLQJ�LQWR�EHLQJ��DQG�WKH�GH੟FLHQFLHV�RI�WKH�ULYDO�
FRPPXQLWLHV�WKDW� LW�VHHNV�WR�VXERUGLQDWH��GHOHJLWLPL]H��DQG�HLWKHU�DVVLPL�
ODWH�RU�GHPROLVK��:KDW�VHWV�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�DSDUW�LQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�FRUSXV�
is its particular emphasis on themes of violence and bloodshed in relation 
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WR�TXHVWLRQV�RI�DXWKRULW\�� VSHFL੟FDOO\� WKH�ZD\� LW�XVHV� WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI� WKH�
SURSHU�� DXWKRUL]HG�XVH�RI�SXQLWLYH�YLROHQFH� WR�GUDZ�GLVWLQFWLRQV�EHWZHHQ�
D� VHW�RI� LQWHUWZLQHG�ELQDULHV�� WKH�ROG�DQG� WKH�QHZ�UHYHODWLRQV�� OHJLWLPDWH�
DQG�LOOHJLWLPDWH�W\SHV�RI�EORRGVKHG��SDUWLFXODUO\�WKRVH�VDQFWLRQHG�RU�PDQ�
GDWHG�E\�*RG�DQG�WKRVH�WKDW�DUH�FRXQWHU�WR�+LV�ZLOO��DQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�
ULJKWO\�JXLGHG�EHOLHYHUV�ZKR�IROORZ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�DQG�WKH�ROGHU�FRPPXQLWLHV�
ZKR�KDYH�PLVLQWHUSUHWHG� WKHLU� UHYHODWLRQV��FRQFHDOHG�ZKDW� WKH\�NQRZ�WR�
EH�WKHLU�WUXH�VLJQL੟FDQFH��DQG�EURNHQ�WKHLU�SOHGJHV�WR�*RG��8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�
KRZ� TXUʀÃQLF� DUJXPHQWV�ZHUH� FRQVWUXFWHG� RXW� RI� QRW� RQO\� WKH� QDUUDWLYH�
traditions but the larger scriptural logics of rival communities to address 
such situations makes a substantial contribution to our conception of the 
०UʀÃQ۟V�RULJLQDOLW\��UH੠HFWHG�LQ�LWV�GHॗ��VWUDWHJLF�DSSURSULDWLRQ�DQG�UHFDVW�
LQJ�RI�LWV�VFULSWXUDO�DQG�SDUDVFULSWXUDO�SUHGHFHVVRUV��

�ۂۋLV�5DYHQb࢒�RXOG�1RW�(YHQ�%H�/LNH&�,ہ�-HZLVK�DQG�
&KULVWLDQ�7H[WXDO�$UWLIDFWV�LQ�WKH�࢑UʀÃQ

Scholars have repeatedly observed the conspicuous points of connection 
EHWZHHQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�IDWDO�HQFRXQWHU�EHWZHHQ�WKH�EURWKHUV�
UHIHUUHG�WR�RQO\�DV�ۢWKH�WZR�VRQV�RI�$GDPۣ��4b������DQG�-HZLVK�WUDGLWLRQ�7 
१HVH�SRLQWV�RI�FRQQHFWLRQ�KDYHۚLQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ORQJ�SUHYDOHQW�ۢ LQ੠X�
HQFH�SDUDGLJPۣ�LQVSLUHG�E\�*HLJHUۚXVXDOO\�EHHQ�LQWHUSUHWHG�DV�VLJQDOLQJ�
WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�FOHDU�UHODWLRQVKLS�RI�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�PLGUDVKLF�WUDGLWLRQV�DQG�
WHDFKLQJV��$V�ZH�VKDOO�VHH��WKLV�HYDOXDWLRQ�LV�RQO\�SDUWLDOO\�FRUUHFW��DQG�GH�
PDQGV�PXFK�PRUH�QXDQFH�DQG�SUHFLVLRQ�WKDQ�KDYH�XVXDOO\�EHHQ�Rਫ਼HUHG�LQ�
VXFK�DSSUDLVDOV��

१H�FRUH�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�VWRU\�DSSHDUV�LQ�4b����ۙ���

27 5HFRXQW�WR�WKHP�WUXWKIXOO\�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�WZR�VRQV�RI�$GDP��:KHQ�WKH\�
EURXJKW�Rਫ਼HULQJV��WKDW�RI�RQH�RI�WKHP�ZDV�DFFHSWHG��EXW�WKDW�RI�WKH�RWKHU�ZDV�

�6HH��H�J���6XVDQQDK�+HVFKHO۟Vی�� WUHQFKDQW�FRPPHQWV�RQ� WKH�SDVVDJH�DQG� WKH� LP�
SUHVVLRQ� LW�PDGH�RQ�*HLJHU�DQG�KLV�FRQWHPSRUDULHV�DW� WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�KHU� ۢ7KH�
3KLORORJLFDO�8QFDQQ\��1LQHWHHQWK�&HQWXU\�-HZLVK�5HDGLQJV�RI�WKH�4XU۟DQ�ۣ �JQS �����
�����������ۙ�����&ODVVLF�ROGHU�WUHDWPHQWV�RI�WKH�4XUʀÃQ۟V�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\�
DUH�IRXQG�LQ�$EUDKDP�*HLJHU��-XGDLVP�DQG�,VO£P����ۙ����:LOOLDP�6W��&ODLU�7LVGDOO��
7KH�2ULJLQDO�6RXUFHV�RI�WKH�4XUڥ¤Q��/RQGRQ��6RFLHW\�IRU�3URPRWLQJ�&KULVWLDQ�.QRZO�
HGJH�DQG�1HZ�<RUN��(��6��*RUKDP�����������ۙ����DQG�+HLQULFK�6SH\HU��'LH�ELEOLVFKHQ�
(U]¦KOXQJHQ�LP�4RUDQ��*U¦IHQKDLQLFKHQ��&��6FKXOW]H�	�&R���������DFWXDOO\�SXEOLVKHG�
����ۙ���������ۙ����+HULEHUW�%XVVH۟V������WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�HSLVRGH�LV�QRW�XQXVXDO�IRU�
LWV�IRFXV�RQ�ODWHU�0XVOLP�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKDW�RI�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�
LWVHOI��ۢ&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�ۣ �EQ��V�Y���������
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QRW��१H�ODग़HU�VDLG��ۢ2K��,۟P�JRLQJ�WR�NLOO�\RX�ۣ�१H�RWKHU�UHSOLHG��ۢ*RG�RQO\�
DFFHSWV�Rਫ਼HULQJV�IURP�WKRVH�ZKR�WUXO\�IHDU�+LP�� 28 If you raise your hand 
DJDLQVW�PH�WR�NLOO�PH��,�ZRQ۟W�UDLVH�P\�KDQG�DJDLQVW�\RX�WR�NLOO�\RX��,W۟V�RQO\�
*RG��WKH�/RUG�RI�WKH�:RUOGV��WKDW�,�IHDU��29 I would rather you bear responsi�
ELOLW\�IRU�P\�VLQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�\RXU�RZQ��VR�WKDW�\RX�MRLQ�WKH�LQKDELWDQWV�RI�WKH�
)LUH��WKDW�LV�WKH�UHFRPSHQVH�RI�ZURQJGRHUV�ۣ

30 'HVSLWH�WKLV��WKH�੟UVW�EURWKHU�ZDV�VWLOO�GULYHQ�WR�NLOO�WKH�RWKHU��DQG�KH�GLG�VR��
DQG�WKXV�MRLQHG�WKH�UDQNV�RI�WKH�ORVHUV��31 १HQ�*RG�VHQW�D�UDYHQ�WR�VFUDWFK�LQ�
WKH�JURXQG��WR�VKRZ�KLP�KRZ�KH�VKRXOG�FRYHU�XS�WKH�VKDPHIXO�FRUSVH�RI�KLV�
EURWKHU��+H�VDLG��ۢ:RH�WR�PH��&RXOG�,�QRW�HYHQ�EH�OLNH�WKLV�UDYHQ��WR�FRYHU�
XS�WKH�VKDPHIXO�FRUSVH�RI�P\�EURWKHU"ۣ�$QG�KH�EHFDPH�RQH�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�
UHJUHW�8

$UJXDEO\�� DV� VRPH� WUDQVODWRUV� DQG� FRPPHQWDWRUV� KDYH� UHFRJQL]HG�� WKLV�
DFFRXQW�LV�WKHPDWLFDOO\�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�YHUVHV�WKDW�IROORZ��DQG�VR�4b����ۙ���
VKRXOG�EH�UHDG�DV�D�VLQJOH�SHULFRSH��&RQYHUVHO\��UHDGLQJ�WKH�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�
two brothers in isolation from what follows obscures the story’s real signif�
LFDQFH��:H�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�WR�WKLV�SRLQW�PRPHQWDULO\�

१HUH�KDYH�EHHQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�LPSRUWDQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�RXU�XQGHUVWDQG�
LQJ�RI�DVSHFWV�RI�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV��$ERYH�DOO��ZH�PXVW�WDNH�
into account Michel Cuypers’s magisterial 2007 study /H�)HVWLQ�(published 
in English in 2009 as ࡓH�%DQTXHW��� D� WKRURXJK� VWUXFWXUDO� DQDO\VLV�RI� WKH�
FKDSWHU�DV�D�ZKROH��१H�ZRUN�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�FXOPLQDWLRQ�RI�&X\SHUV۟V�H[�
WHQVLYH�UHVHDUFK�LQWR�TXUʀÃQLF�VĭUDKs as compositional unities over a num�
EHU�RI�GHFDGHV��DQG�KH�PDNHV�QXPHURXV�VLJQL੟FDQW�UHPDUNV�DERXW�WKH�&DLQ�
DQG�$EHO�SHULFRSH�DQG�LWV�SODFH�LQ�WKH�FKDSWHU�9 Also noteworthy is a 2011 
article by Gabriel Said Reynolds on the culminating episode of the VĭUDK��
the descent of the eponymous PÃɳLGDK��FRPPRQO\�WUDQVODWHG�DV�ۢWDEOH�ۣ �EXW�
DFWXDOO\� ۢIHDVWۣ�� FDOOHG� GRZQ� IURP�RQ� KLJK� E\� -HVXV� IRU� KLV� DSRVWOHV� �YY��
���ۙ������0DQ\�KDYH�EHHQ�FRQWHQW�WR�LQWHUSUHW�WKLV�VFHQH�DV�DQ�RYHUO\�OLWHUDO�
GLVWRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�JRVSHO�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�/DVW�6XSSHU��,Q�FRQWUDVW��5H\QROGV�
points to the VĭUDK۟V� HQJDJHPHQW�RI�D� WRSRV� IURP� WKH�+HEUHZ�%LEOH� WKDW�
VHHPV�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�੟OWHUHG�WKURXJK�D�&KULVWLDQ�LQWHUPHGLDU\�LQ�(WKLRSLF��
EXW�UHRULHQWHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�DQ�DQWL�&KULVWLDQ�PHVVDJHۚHVVHQ�
tially appropriating and subverting an older Christian appropriation and 
VXEYHUVLRQ�RI�-HZLVK�WUDGLWLRQ�10�१LV�WZLQQHG�G\QDPLF�RI�DSSURSULDWLRQ�DQG�

�OO�WUDQVODWLRQV�IURP�SULPDU\�VRXUFHV�DUH�WKH�DXWKRU۟V�XQOHVV�RWKHUZLVH�QRWHG$ی��
��$�5�0LFKHO�&X\SHUV��7KH�%DQTXHWی�HDGLQJ�RI�WKH�)LIWK�6XUD�RI�WKH�4XUɳDQ�(Miami: 
&RQYLYLXP�3UHVV���������7KH�PDLQ�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�SHULFRSH�DSSHDUV�
RQ����ۙ����
 DEULHO�6DLG�5H\QROGV��ۢ2Q�WKH�4XU۟ÃQ۟V�0ÃɳLGD�Passage and the Wanderings of*ی���
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subversion is especially relevant for understanding how the VĭUDK draws 
XSRQ�ROGHU�VRXUFHV�RQ�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�VWRU\��EXW�XOWLPDWHO\�UHRULHQWV�WKH�
QDUUDWLYH�LQ�WKH�VHUYLFH�RI�D�QHZ�PHVVDJH�

१H� DIRUHPHQWLRQHG� SXEOLFDWLRQV� UH੠HFW� WZR� SRVVLEOH� DSSURDFKHV� WR�
PDWHULDO� LQ� 6ĭUDW� DO�0ÃʀLGDK��PLUURULQJ� WZR�GRPLQDQW� DSSURDFKHV� WR� WKH�
TXUʀÃQLF�FRUSXV�LQ�JHQHUDO��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��ZH�KDYH�D�YHU\�WKRURXJK��VR�
phisticated literature of relatively recent vintage on the compositional struc�
ture of the VĭUDK�DV�D�ZKROH��HSLWRPL]HG�E\�WKH�PRQRJUDSK�RI�&X\SHUV�11 On 
WKH� RWKHU� KDQG��ZH� KDYH� D�PRUH� WUDGLWLRQDO� VFKRODUO\� OLWHUDWXUH� WKDW� KDV�
focused on the origins and background of the VĭUDK’s presentations and 
UHLQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�ZHOO�NQRZQ�ELEOLFDO�HSLVRGHV�DQG�WRSRL��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�
WKH� OLJKW� RI� LWV�PHVVDJLQJ� FRQFHUQLQJ� -HZV� DQG�&KULVWLDQV�� WKH�5H\QROGV�
piece on the eponymous table (or feast) may be considered an especially 
SURGXFWLYH�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKLV�EUDQFK�RI�WKH�VFKRODUO\�OLWHUDWXUH��7\SLFDOO\��
VWUXFWXUDOLVW�DSSURDFKHV�WR�TXUʀÃQLF�VĭUDKs tend very strongly to focus on 
WKH� WH[W�DV�ZH�KDYH� LW��DYRLGLQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�VRXUFHV� LQ� IDYRU�RI�PRUH�
KROLVWLF�PHWKRGV�RI�UHDGLQJ�DQG�OLWHUDU\�DQDO\VLV��&RQYHUVHO\��VFKRODUV�PRUH�
FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK� SUHFXUVRUV� DQG� SDUDOOHOVۚHPSKDVL]LQJ� VSHFL੟F� WUDGLWLRQV�
DV� WKH�HQG�UHVXOW�RI�SDUWLFXODU� WUDMHFWRULHV�RI�QDUUDWLYH�DQG�H[HJHWLFDO�GH�
YHORSPHQWۚKDYH�XVXDOO\�WHQGHG�WR�VSHFXODWH�DERXW�WKH�EDFNJURXQG�RI�DQ�
LQGLYLGXDO�VWRU\�ZLWKRXW�PXFK�UHJDUG�IRU�WKH�ODUJHU�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�VĭUDK in 
ZKLFK�LW�LV�HPEHGGHG��RU�WKH�SXUSRVH�WKDW�VWRU\�PLJKW�VHUYH�LQ�WKH�VĭUDK’s 
RYHUDUFKLQJ�OLWHUDU\�GHVLJQ��

+RZHYHU��WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�SHULFRSH�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKDW�VWUXFWXUDO�OLW�
HUDU\�DQDO\VLV�DQG�VRXUFH�FULWLFLVP�FDQ�DQG�VKRXOG�JR�KDQG�LQ�KDQG��,QYHV�
WLJDWLRQ�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�PHWKRGV�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�LWV�SUHFXUVRUV�FDQ�EH�
FRQVLGHUDEO\�HQULFKHG�WKURXJK�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�LQWHUQDO�OLWHUDU\�FRQWH[W�
LQ�ZKLFK�VXFK�WUDGLWLRQV�DUH�HPEHGGHG��,Q�WXUQ��WKH�Dग़HPSW�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�
the larger literary design of VĭUDKs can be enriched by understanding how 
DQG�ZK\�WKH�०UʀÃQ�VHHPV�WR�UHSXUSRVH�ROGHU� WUDGLWLRQV�� ,Q� WKLV�FRQQHF�
WLRQ�� LW� LV�ZRUWK�QRWLQJ� WKDW� WKH� LQWHUWH[WXDO� UHVRQDQFHV�RI� WKH� WUHDWPHQW�
RI�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�LQ�WKH�FKDSWHU�UHSUHVHQW�RQH�RI�WKH�YHU\�IHZ�H[DPSOHV�LQ�

WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�ۣ �LQ�&DUORV�$��6HJRYLD�DQG�%DVLO�/RXUL«��HGV����7KH�&RPLQJ�RI�WKH�&RP-
IRUWHU��:KHQ��:KHUH��DQG�WR�:KRP"�6WXGLHV�RQ�WKH�5LVH�RI�,VODP�LQ�0HPRU\�RI�-RKQ�
:DQVEURXJK��3LVFDWDZD\��*RUJLDV�3UHVV�����������ۙ����
�7�6HH�DOVR�1HDO�5RELQVRQ��ۢ+DQGV�2XWVWUHWFKHGی���RZDUGV�D�5H�UHDGLQJ�RI�6ĭUDW�
DO�0ÃɳLGD�ۣ �JQS �������������ۙ����DQ�LPSRUWDQW�IRUHUXQQHU�WR�WKH�VWUXFWXUDOLVW�WUHDW�
PHQW�RI�&X\SHUV�
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&X\SHUV۟V�ZRUN�ZKHUH�KH�DFWXDOO\�YHQWXUHV�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�XVH�RI�
ROGHU�VRXUFH�PDWHULDO�12

$W� WKH�RXWVHW��ZH�PXVW�DGGUHVV�RQH�RI� WKH�PRVW� IDPRXV��DQG�\HW�SHU�
VLVWHQWO\�PLVXQGHUVWRRG��DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�VWRU\��RQH�WKDW�KDV�FRQWLQXDOO\�LQYLW�
HG�VSHFXODWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�SXUSRUWHG�-HZLVK�EDFNJURXQG�WR�WKH�०UʀÃQ��
१LV�LV�WKH�GHWDLO�RI�WKH�UDYHQ�VHQW�E\�*RG�ۢWR�VFUDWFK�LQ�WKH�JURXQG��WR�VKRZ�
>&DLQ@�KRZ�KH�VKRXOG�FRYHU�XS�WKH�VKDPHIXO�FRUSVH�RI�KLV�EURWKHUۣ��Y�������
7UDGLWLRQV� WKDW�PHQWLRQ� D� UDYHQۚRU�� IRU� WKDW�PDग़HU�� D�SDLU� RI� UDYHQV�� RU�
VRPH�RWKHU�ELUG�HQWLUHO\ۚLQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�HSLVRGH�DUH�
found in two major Jewish sources that are roughly contemporary with the 
०UʀÃQ��0LGUDVK�7DQԆXPD DQG�3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU��

१H�SDVVDJH�IURP�FKDSWHU����RI�3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU is likely the bet�
WHU�NQRZQ�-HZLVK�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKLV�VWRU\�

$GDP�DQG�KLV�KHOSPDWH�ZHUH� VLग़LQJ�DQG�ZHHSLQJ�DQG�VRUURZLQJ� �PLWɳDE-
EHO°P��RYHU�$EHO��DQG�WKH\�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR�ZLWK�KLV�ERG\��IRU�WKH\�
GLG�QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW�EXULDO�LV��१HQ�WKH\�VDZ�D�UDYHQ��RQH�RI�LWV�IHOORZ�UDYHQV�
GHDG�E\�LWV�VLGH��,W�WRRN�LWV�IHOORZ�DQG�GXJ�LQ�WKH�HDUWK��WKHQ�EXULHG�WKH�ERG\�
LQ�WKH�JURXQG�EHIRUH�WKHLU�H\HV�13

1RWDEO\��KHUH�WKH�LQVWUXFWLRQ�LV�Rਫ਼HUHG�WR�$GDP�DQG�(YH��ZKR�SURFHHG�
WR�IROORZ�VXLW�E\�EXU\LQJ�$EHO��0RUHRYHU��WKH�VHFRQG�UDYHQ�LV�KHUH�DOUHDG\�
GHDG��ZLWK�WKH�FDXVH�RI�LWV�GHPLVH�OHॗ�XQNQRZQ��

,Q�FRQWUDVW��WKH�SDUDOOHO�IURP�WKH�7DQԆXPD�LV�PRUH�H[SOLFLW��DQG�VRPH�
ZKDW�PRUH�GLVWXUELQJ��,Q�RQH�UHVSHFW�LW�LV�FORVHU�WR�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�DFFRXQW��LQ�
WKDW�WKH�HSLVRGH�LV�PRUH�RYHUWO\�IUDWULFLGDO��KRZHYHU��RGGO\��KHUH�WKH�ELUGV�
LQYROYHG�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�LGHQWL੟HG�DV�FRUYLGV�

:KHQ�&DLQ�VOHZ�$EHO��KLV�ERG\�UHPDLQHG�VSOD\HG�RXW�WKHUH�RQ�WKH�JURXQG��
IRU�&DLQ�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR�ZLWK�KLP��१HQ�WKH�+RO\�2QH��EOHVVHG�EH�
+H��FKRVH�D�SDLU�RI�FOHDQ�ELUGV�DQG�LQGXFHG�RQH�WR�NLOO�WKH�RWKHU��१HQ�LW�GXJ�
LQ�WKH�HDUWK�ZLWK�LWV�WDORQV�DQG�EXULHG�WKH�ERG\��)URP�WKLV��&DLQ�OHDUQHG�KRZ�
KH�VKRXOG�EXU\�$EHO��

ۙ������X\SHUV�IRFXVHV�RQ�0DWW&ی�������-HVXV۟V�IDPRXV�DWWDFN�RQ�WKH�3KDULVHHV�DV�D�
ۢEURRG�RI�YLSHUVۣ�ZKR�VKHG�WKH�EORRG�RI�WKHLU�SURSKHWV��+H�DOVR�QRWHV�WKDW�VWUXFWXUDO�
DQDO\VLV� FDQ�DVVLVW� LQ� WKH� UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� LQWHUWH[WXDO� DOOXVLRQV�
(7KH�%DQTXHW������ۙ ������EXW�VHHV�WKH�UHSXUSRVLQJ�RI�-HZLVK�LQWHUWH[WV�DV�XOWLPDWHO\�
less relevant here than the VĭUDK۟V�H[WHQGHG�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�&KULVWLDQLW\�
�%HUOLQ��3LUNH�GH�5DEEL�(OLHVHU��HG��DQG�WUDQV��'DJPDU�%¸UQHU�.OHLQی����'H�*UX\WHU��
������������7KH�ZRUG�IRU�ۢPRXUQLQJ�ۣ �PLWɳDEEHO��LV�VXJJHVWLYH�RI�ۢ$EHOۣ��KHYHO) and 
SHUKDSV� LPSOLHV� WKDW� WKH�ZRUG�ZDV� FRLQHG� LQ� UHIHUHQFH� WR� KLPۚVLQFH�� RI� FRXUVH��
$EHO۟V�ZDV�WKH�ILUVW�GHDWK��DQG�$GDP�DQG�(YH�WKH�ILUVW�EHUHDYHG�
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१H�SDVVDJH� FRQFOXGHV� E\�QRWLQJ� WKDW� RQ� DFFRXQW� RI� WKLV� HYHQW�� ELUGV�
NLOOHG�IRU�IRRG�PHULW�KDYLQJ�WKHLU�VSLOOHG�EORRG�FRYHUHG�RYHU�ZLWK�HDUWKۚD�
WRNHQ�RI�UHVSHFW�QRW�Dਫ਼RUGHG�WR�XQFOHDQ�DQLPDOV�14 Due to the impulse to 
connect this episode etiologically to the custom of NLVV½\�KD�GDP�RU�ۢFRYHU�
LQJ�EORRG�ۣ �WKH�DXWKRU�RI�WKLV�WUDGLWLRQ�KDV�VSHFL੟FDOO\�GHVLJQDWHG�WKH�ELUGV�
as pure (ԚDK¶U���WKLV�SDVVDJH�IURP�WKH�7DQԆXPD WKXV�Hਫ਼DFHV�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�
WR�UDYHQV�HQWLUHO\��VLQFH�FRUYLGV�DUH�KDODNKLFDOO\�XQ੟W�HLWKHU�IRU�FRQVXPS�
WLRQ�RU�VDFUL੟FH�15 

*HLJHU�FLWHV�WKH�3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU DFFRXQW�DV�WKH�SULPDU\�LQ੠XHQFH�
RQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�QDUUDWLYH��+RZHYHU��EHJLQQLQJ�LQ�WKH�੟UVW�KDOI�RI�WKH�WZHQ�
WLHWK�FHQWXU\��D�QXPEHU�RI� VFKRODUV� UHFRJQL]HG� WKDW� WKLV�DFFRXQW�DFWXDOO\�
GDWHV�WR�WKH�HDUO\�,VODPLF�SHULRG�16 At this point in the history of scholarship 
RQ�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�� LW�EHFDPH�IDVKLRQDEOH�WR�DVVHUW�WKDW�WKH�7DQԆXPD is the 
VRXUFH�RI�WKH�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�UDYHQ�LQVWHDG��D�FODLP�WKDW�SHUVLVWHG�LQ�
WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�IRU�D�QXPEHU�RI�GHFDGHV�17

Given that the two midrashic versions of the raven story appear in sourc�
HV�WKDW�ZHUH�UHGDFWHG�DॗHU�WKH�ULVH�RI�,VODP��RQH�PLJKW�MXVWL੟DEO\�EH�VNHS�
WLFDO�RI�FODLPV�WKDW�WKHVH�WUDGLWLRQV�IXUQLVK�WKH�LQ੠XHQFHV�XSRQ�ZKLFK�WKH�
TXUʀÃQLF�YHUVLRQ�GUDZV�18 Even more stupendously anachronistic arguments 

�0LGUDVK�7DQӒXPDی��� �9LOQD�� ������ UHSU�� -HUXVDOHP��/HYLQ�(SVWHLQ�� ������� ����7KH�
details surrounding the covering of the blood of a slain animal are somewhat com�
SOH[��EXW�/HY�������XQDPELJXRXVO\�OHJLVODWHV�WKH�SUDFWLFH�IRU�D�EHDVW�RI�WKH�ILHOG�RU�
D�ZLOG�ELUG�VODLQ�IRU�IRRG�
�RUYLGV�DUH�HVWDEOLVKHG�DV�LPSXUH��SUHVXPDEO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�SUHGDWRU\�DQG&ی���
FDUQLYRURXV��LQ�/HY�������
�7KXVی��� 9LFWRU� $SWRZLW]HU��.DLQ� XQG� $EHO� LQ� GHU� $JJDGD�� 'HU� $SRNU\SKHQ�� GHU�
+HOOHQLVWLFKHQ��&KULVWOLFKHQ�XQG�0RKDPPHGDQLVFKHQ�/LWHUDWXU�(Vienna and Leipzig: 
/¸ZLW������������
�7KLV�YLHZ�ZDV�SRSXODUL]HG�E\�WKH�WUHDWPHQW�LQ�WKH�ZLGHO\�FLWHG�ZRUN�RI�'DYLGی���
6LGHUVN\��/HV� RULJLQHV� GHV� O«JHQGHV�PXVXOPDQHV� GDQV� OH� &RUDQ� HW� GDQV� OHV� YLHV� GHV�
SURSKªWHV��3DULV��*HXWKQHU�������������LW�KDV�UHFHQWO\�EHHQ�UHYLYHG�LQ�WKH�WUHDWPHQW�
RI� WKH� HSLVRGH� LQ�0HLU�%DU�$VKHU�� ۢ/HV� -XGD±VPH� HW� OH�&RUDQ�ۣ � LQ�0RKDPPDG�$OL�
$PLU�0RH]]L�DQG�*XLOODXPH�'\H��HGV����/H�&RUDQ�GHV�+LVWRULHQV����YROV���3DULV��&HUI��
������������ۙ����������ۙ�����%DU�$VKHU۟V�UHSHWLWLRQ�RI�6LGHUVN\۟V�FODLP�LV�XQVXUSULV�
LQJ�JLYHQ�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLVP�RI�KLV�DSSURDFK�WR�WKH�VXEMHFW�
�\6FKRODUV�QRZ�FRPPRQOی��� UHFRJQL]H� WKDW�3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU was redacted 
DIWHU�WKH�ULVH�RI�,VODP�DQG�FDQQRW�EH�WUXVWHG�DV�D�VRXUFH�RI�VHFXUHO\�SUH�,VODPLF�QDU�
UDWLYH�PDWHULDO��$OWKRXJK�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�SULQWHG�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�7DQԆXPD�XQGRXEW�
HGO\�SUHVHUYHV�VRPH�XQLTXH�ROGHU�PDWHULDO��WKLV�WH[W�ZDV�DOVR�UHGDFWHG�ZHOO�DIWHU�WKH�
ULVH�RI�,VODP��DQG�OLNH�3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU� arguably much of its contents bears 
the stamp of later aggadic developments in direct or indirect response to Muslim 
WUDGLWLRQ��7KH�HSLVRGH�ZLWK�&DLQ�DQG�WKH�ELUGV�LV�ODFNLQJ�IURP�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�%XEHU�
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DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�VFKRODUO\�OLWHUDWXUH�DV�ZHOO��१XV��LQ�D�VKRUW�QRWLFH�SXEOLVKHG�
LQ�������+DQV�3HWHU�5¾JHU�DFNQRZOHGJHV� WKDW� WKH�3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU 
WUDGLWLRQ�LV�RQO\�SHULSKHUDOO\�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�VWRU\��EXW�WKHQ�
DUJXHV�WKDW�ERWK�WKH�०UʀÃQ�DQG�3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU are here indebted to 
DQ�DQFLHQW�-HZLVK�WUDGLWLRQ�WKDW�LV�QR�ORQJHU�H[WDQW�H[FHSW�DV�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�D�
PHGLHYDO�ZLWQHVV��:LWKRXW�DQ\�REYLRXV�MXVWL੟FDWLRQ��KH�LGHQWL੟HV�WKH�LQWHU�
pretation of the Cain and Abel episode preserved in the Bible commentary 
RI�-DFRE�EHQ�$VKHU��NQRZQ�DV�WKH�%DʁDO�KD�ՍXULP��G��������DV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�
VRXUFH�RI�WKH�YHUVLRQV�RI�ERWK�3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU DQG�WKH�०UʀÃQ��१LV�
K\SRWKHVLV�ZDV�UHIXWHG�VRPH�\HDUV�ODWHU�E\�&KULVWIULHG�%¸ग़ULFK�19

,Q�P\�UHFHQW�ERRN�RQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�*ROGHQ�&DOI�HSLVRGHۚDQRWKHU�H[DP�
SOH�RI�D�QDUUDWLYH�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�SXUSRUWHGO\�GHULYHG�IURP�D�-HZLVK�SUHFXU�
VRUۚ,�KDYH�GHPRQVWUDWHG�WKDW�VLPLODU�FODLPV�RI�GHSHQGHQFH�KDYH�ORQJ�EHHQ�
SUHGLFDWHG�RQ�WUDGLWLRQV�GUDZQ�IURP�WKHVH�ZRUNV��HVSHFLDOO\�3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�
(OLʁH]HU��+RZHYHU��WKH�UHOHYDQW�QDUUDWLYHV�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKHVH�ZRUNV�OLNHO\�
GR�QRW�SUHFHGH�WKH�०UʀÃQ��EXW�UDWKHU�DUH�PRGHOHG�RQ�WKH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�
RI� WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�HSLVRGH� IRXQG� LQ�HDUO\�0XVOLP�FRPPHQWDU\�RU� WDIVíU�20 In 
WKH�FDVH�DW�KDQG��RQH�PD\�OLNHZLVH�MXVWL੟DEO\�EH�VXVSLFLRXV�RI�FODLPV�WKDW�
WKH� TXUʀÃQLF� VWRU\� LV� EDVHG�XSRQ� WKHVH� DJJDGLF� DFFRXQWV�� OHW� DORQH� D� ORVW�
PLGUDVKLF�WUDGLWLRQ�WKDW�LV�QRZ�RQO\�H[WDQW�LQ�D�GHPRQVWUDEO\�ODWH�VRXUFH�21

$GPLग़HGO\��WKH�०UʀÃQ�UHODWHV�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�VWRU\�LQ�FKDUDFWHULVWL�
FDOO\�YDJXH�IDVKLRQ��ZLWK�PXFK�GHWDLO�VHHPLQJO\�HOLGHG��WKLV�PDNHV�LW�KDUG�
WR� VSHDN�ZLWK� WRWDO� FRQ੟GHQFH� DERXW�ZKDW� LW� LQFOXGHV� DQG�ZKDW� LW� RPLWV�
IURP�LWV�SRVVLEOH�SUHFXUVRUV��+RZHYHU��RQH�FDQQRW�KHOS�EXW�QRWLFH�WKDW�WKH�

UHFHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�7DQԆXPD��ZKLFK�KDV�RIWHQ�EHHQ�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�WKH�ROGHU�YHUVLRQ�
RI�WKH�ZRUN�
���JHU��ۢ'DV�%HJU¦EQLV�$EHOV¾��3��5+ی��=XU�9RUODJH�YRQ�6XUH������ۣ �%LEOLVFKH�1RWL]HQ�
�������������ۙ��������%¸WWULFK�IROORZV�6LGHUVN\�LQ�VHHLQJ�WKH�7DQԆXPD narrative as 
WKH�XOWLPDWH�VRXUFH�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�UDYHQ�VWRU\��ڨ'LH�9¸JHO�GHV�+LPPHOV�KDEHQ�LKQ�
EHJUDEHQک���EHUOLHIHUXQJHQ�]X�$EHOV�%HVWDWWXQJ�XQG�]XU��WLRORJLH�GHV�*UDEHV�>*¸WWLQ�
JHQ��9DQGHQKRHFN�	�5XSUHFKW������@����ۙ����FI����ۙ���IRU�KLV�FULWLFLVP�RI�5¾JHU۟V�
SUHIHUHQFH�IRU�WKH�-DFRE�EHQ�$VKHU�WUDGLWLRQ���
�6�DQڥ6HH�0LFKDHO�(��3UHJLOO��7KH�*ROGHQ�&DOI�EHWZHHQ�%LEOH�DQG�4XUی���FULSWXUH��3R-
OHPLF��DQG�([HJHVLV�IURP�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\�WR�,VODP��2[IRUG��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��
����������ۙ����
�2Q�WKH�SURSHQVLW\�IRU�VRPH�VFKRODUV�WR�SRLQW�WR�ORVW�PLGUDVKLF�WUDGLWLRQV�DV�WKHی���
VRXUFHV�RI�WKH�4XUʀÃQ��VHH�LELG������ۙ�����WKLV�DSSURDFK�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�SDUWLFX�
ODUO\�IDVKLRQDEOH�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�WR�PLG�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�DPRQJ�VFKRODUV�ZKR�UHFRJ�
QL]HG�WKH�DQDFKURQLVP�RI�PDQ\�RI�*HLJHU۟V�DUJXPHQWV��EXW�ZKR�ZLVKHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ�
WKH�WKHVLV�RI�D�SHUYDVLYH�-HZLVK�LQIOXHQFH�RQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ��5¾JHU۟V�DUJXPHQW�DSSHDUV�
WR�EH�D�ODWH�H[DPSOH�RI�WKLV�WHQGHQF\�
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IXQGDPHQWDO�SRLQW�RI�WKH�VWRU\�LQ�6ĭUDK���LV�WKDW�&DLQ�ZDV�LJQRUDQW�RI�KRZ�
to bury his brother and had to be taught how to do so through God’s prov�
LGHQWLDO�VHQGLQJ�RI�WKH�UDYHQ��ZKR�VFUDWFKHG�DW�WKH�JURXQG�DQG�VR�LQGLFDWHG�
WKURXJK�DQDORJ\�KRZ�&DLQ�VKRXOG�GLVSRVH�RI�WKH�ERG\�RI�KLV�EURWKHU��१LV�
GHSLFWLRQ� LV�FRQJUXRXV�ZLWK�D�PRWLI� WKDW� LV�XELTXLWRXV� LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�� WKH�
signs of nature providentially demonstrate essential moral and theological 
WUXWKV��DQG��DSSDUHQWO\��SUDFWLFDO�OHVVRQV�IRU�XSULJKW�EHKDYLRU��WR�WKH�SHU�
FHSWLYH�LQGLYLGXDO�ZKR�LV�VHQVLWLYH�WR�WKHP��१LV�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�EDVLF�WKH�
matic point of the story is underscored by an interesting linguistic element 
RI�WKH�$UDELF�WH[W��Y�����SXQQLQJO\�VWDWHV�WKDW�*RG�VHQGV��EDɴDWKD) the bird so 
it can scratch (\DEӒDWKX��LQ�WKH�JURXQG�DQG�WHDFK�&DLQ�ZKDW�WR�GR�

,Q�FRQWUDVW��WKH�-HZLVK�SDUDOOHOV�QRWHG�DERYH seem essentially like sec�
RQGDU\�HODERUDWLRQV�RQ�WKH�EDVLF�VFHQDULR�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ��,Q�WKH�
TXUʀÃQLF�DFFRXQW��WKH�ELUG�PHUHO\�VFUDWFKHV�LQ�WKH�GLUW��IURP�ZKLFK�&DLQ�LV�
WR�OHDUQ�WKH�SURSHU�DFWLRQ�WKURXJK�LQIHUHQFH��+HUH�WKH�VROLWDU\�ELUG�LV�QRW�
EXU\LQJ�DQ\WKLQJ��DQG�WKHUH�LV�FHUWDLQO\�QR�IUDWULFLGH�LQYROYHG�RQ�WKH�SDUW�
RI� WKH� DQLPDO��१H� 3LUTH� GH�5DEEL� (OLʁH]HU YHUVLRQ� DSSHDUV� WR� UH੠HFW� WKH�
੟UVW�VWDJH�RI�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�WKH�EDVLF�QDUUDWLYH��KHUH�LW�LV�$GDP�DQG�(YH�
ZKR�OHDUQ�WKH�UDYHQ۟V�OHVVRQ��SUHVXPDEO\�WKH�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKH�SURWDJRQLVWV�
KDV�EHHQ�VKLॗHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DYRLG�YDORUL]LQJ�WKH�PXUGHURXV��FXUVHG�VRQ�E\�
GHSLFWLQJ�KLV�UHPRUVH�DQG�KLV�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�WKH�YLUWXRXV�DFW�RI�EXULDO��0RUH�
LPSRUWDQWO\��D�VHFRQG��GHFHDVHG�ELUG�KDV�EHHQ�LQWURGXFHG��PDNLQJ�WKH�OHV�
VRQ�$GDP�DQG�(YH�ZHUH�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�WKH�FRUYLG�PRUH�WUDQVSDUHQW��,Q�WKH�
7DQԆXPD�YHUVLRQ��HYHQ�PRUH�FKDQJHV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQWURGXFHG�LQWR�WKH�EDVLF�
QDUUDWLYH�WHPSODWH��WKH�੟UVW�ELUG�KDV�QRZ�H[SOLFLWO\�EHHQ�PDGH�D�IUDWULFLGH��
OLNH�&DLQ� KLPVHOI��ZLWK�*RG�QRW� RQO\� WHDFKLQJ� KLP� WKH� FXVWRP�RI� EXULDO�
by means of the bird’s actions but actually driving the message home for 
&DLQ� E\�KDYLQJ� LWV� DFW� RI� NLOOLQJ�PLUURU�&DLQ۟V� H[DFWO\�� )XUWKHU�� DV� QRWHG�
DERYH��WKH�ELUGV�LQ�WKLV�DFFRXQW�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�UDYHQV�DW�DOO��WKHLU�VSHFLHV�LV�
XQNQRZQ��EXW�WKH\�DUH�UHQGHUHG�FOHDQ�ELUGV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�FRUYLGV�VR�WKDW�WKH�
VWRU\�FDQ�VHUYH�DV�D�SURRॗH[W�IRU�D�KDODNKLF�SUDFWLFH��

2YHUDOO��LW�LV�UDWKHU�XQOLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�PRUH�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG�QDUUDWLYH�RI�
WKH�०UʀÃQ�UHSUHVHQWV�D�VLPSOL੟FDWLRQ�RI�HLWKHU�RI�WKHVH�PLGUDVKLF�DFFRXQWV��
ZLWK�WZR�ELUGV�UHGXFHG�WR�RQH��RU�WKH�DFW�RI�EXULDO��DQG�NLOOLQJ��LQ�WKH�FDVH�
RI�WKH�7DQԆXPD��EHFRPLQJ�D�PHUH�VFUDWFKLQJ�LQ�WKH�JURXQG��१LV�LV�HVSH�
FLDOO\�WKH�FDVH�JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�YHUVLRQ�LV�FRJHQW�RQ�LWV�RZQ�WHUPV��
PXFK�PRUH�VR�WKDQ�ZH�ZRXOG�H[SHFW�WR�EH�WKH�FDVH�LI�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�HOHPHQWV�
SUHVHQWHG�KHUH�KDG�EHHQ�GUDZQ�RXW�RI�DQ�RULJLQDOO\�PXFK�PRUH�FRPSOH[�
QDUUDWLYH�DQG�VWUHDPOLQHG��5DWKHU�� LW� LV�PRUH�SODXVLEOH� WKDW� WKH�PLGUDVKLF�
versions both represent reinterpretations of the more basic script provid�
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HG�LQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�VWRU\�22�+RZHYHU��WKH�LPSRUWDQW�GLਫ਼HUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
-HZLVK�DQG�TXUʀÃQLF�DFFRXQWVۚDQG�WKH�ZD\� LQ�ZKLFK�WKH� IRUPHU�VHHP�WR�
EXLOG�RQ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ODग़HU�DQG�QRW�YLFH�YHUVDۚKDYH�XVXDOO\�EHHQ�
RYHUORRNHG�LQ�VFKRODUVKLS�

0RUH�SUHFLVHO\��WKHVH�PLGUDVKLF�DFFRXQWV�PD\�DFWXDOO\�EH�+HEUDL]DWLRQV�
or Judaizations of the narrative as known from Islamic traditions on the 
HSLVRGH�WKDW�WKHPVHOYHV�HODERUDWH�XSRQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�DFFRXQW��,Q�WKH�0XVOLP�
FRPPHQWDU\� WUDGLWLRQ��ZH� VHH� D� QXPEHU� RI� LPDJLQDWLYH� GHYHORSPHQWV� RI�
WKH�TXUʀÃQLF� VWRU\��ZH�PD\� WKXV� UHDGLO\� FRQFOXGH� WKDW� WKHVH�� UDWKHU� WKDQ�
WKH�०UʀÃQ� LWVHOI�� DUH� WKH� VRXUFHV� RI� WKH� ODWH�PLGUDVKLF� SDUDOOHOV� LQ� 3LUTH�
GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU DQG�0LGUDVK�7DQԆXPD��१LV� LV�HVSHFLDOO\� OLNHO\�EHFDXVH�
ZH�੟QG�VRPH�RI�WKH�VDPH�QDUUDWLYH�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�FRPPHQWDULHV�RQ�WKH�
TXUʀÃQLF�DFFRXQW�WKDW�ZH�REVHUYH�LQ�WKH�PLGUDVKLF�YHUVLRQV��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��
LQ�WUDGLWLRQV�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�ZRUNV�RI�TXUʀÃQLF�H[HJHVLV��WDIVíU) and collections 
RI�ۢWDOHV�RI�WKH�SURSKHWVۣ��TLԐDԐ�DO�DQEL\Ãɳ���WKH�VLQJOH�UDYHQ�RॗHQ�EHFRPHV�
D�SDLU��ZLWK�RQH�EHFRPLQJ�D�IUDWULFLGH�MXVW�OLNH�&DLQ�23 As a representative 
H[DPSOH��ZH�PLJKW�FRQVLGHU�WKH�DFFRXQW�LQ�WKH�IDPRXV�WDIVíU�RI�DO�%D\ӮÃZí�
�G�������������

ۢ१HQ�*RG�VHQW�D�UDYHQ�WR�VFUDWFK�LQ�WKH�JURXQG��WR�VKRZ�KLP�KRZ�KH�VKRXOG�
FRYHU�XS�WKH�VKDPHIXO�FRUSVH�RI�KLV�EURWKHUۣ��4b�������,W�LV�UHODWHG�WKDW�ZKHQ�
>&DLQ@�NLOOHG�>KLV�EURWKHU@��KH�ZDV�SHUSOH[HG�DERXW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�DQG�GLGQ۟W�
NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�GR�ZLWK�KLP��JLYHQ�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�WKH�੟UVW�GHDWK�LQ�KXPDQ�KLV�
WRU\��6R�*RG�VHQW�D�SDLU�RI�UDYHQV��DQG�WKH\�IRXJKW��DQG�RQH�RI�WKHP�NLOOHG�
WKH�RWKHU��१HQ�LW�FRPPHQFHG�GLJJLQJ�ZLWK�LWV�EHDN�DQG�WDORQV��DQG�FDVW�WKH�
ERG\�RI�WKH�RWKHU�LQWR�WKH�KROH�LW�KDG�GXJ�24

�LW]WXP�HPSKDVL]HV�WKDW�WKH�UDYHQ۟V�DFWLYLW\�LQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�VWRU\�LV�OLPLWHG�WR:ی���
GLJJLQJ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�EXULDO�SHU�VH��DQG�VR�VLPLODUO\�FRQFOXGHV�WKDW�WKH�PLGUDVKLF�DF�
counts typically adduced as the precursors to that version are most likely dependent 
XSRQ� LW�� 6HH� -RVHSK�:LW]WXP�� ۢ7KH�6\ULDF�0LOLHX�RI� WKH�4XUDQ��7KH�5HFDVWLQJ�RI�
%LEOLFDO�1DUUDWLYHVۣ��3K�'��GLVV���3ULQFHWRQ�8QLYHUVLW\������������ۙ����
�RU�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�WUHDWPHQW�RI�WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�HSLVRGH�LQ�,VODPLF(ی���
WUDGLWLRQ��VHH�WKH�FODVVLF�ZRUN�RI�:DOWUDXG�%RUN�4D\VLHK��'LH�*HVFKLFKWH�YRQ�.DLQ�
XQG�$EHO��+ÃELO�ZD�4ÃELO��LQ�GHU�VXQQLWVFK�LVODPLVFKHQ��EHUOLHIHUXQJ��%HUOLQ��.ODXV�
6FKZDU]�9HUODJ�������� %RUN�4D\VLHK۟V�VWXG\�LV�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�OLPLWHG�WR�6XQQí�WUDGL�
WLRQ��EXW�UDQJHV�IURP�WKH�FODVVLFDO�WR�WKH�PRGHUQ�SHULRG��DQG�HQFRPSDVVHV�PDWHULDO�
IURP�D�VWXQQLQJO\�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�VRXUFHV��6HH�DOVR�WKH�PRUH�UHFHQW�GLVFXVVLRQ�LQ�
5REHUW�&��*UHJJ��6KDUHG�6WRULHV��5LYDO�7HOOLQJV��(DUO\�(QFRXQWHUV�RI�-HZV��&KULVWLDQV��
DQG�0XVOLPV��2[IRUG��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�����������ۙ�����D�VXEWOH�DQG�VHQVLWLYH�
consideration of Muslim approaches to the story compared with those found in Jew�
LVK�DQG�&KULVWLDQ�WUDGLWLRQ�
�1ÃՄLU�DO�'íQ�$Eĭ�۟O�.KD\U�ʁ$EG�$OOÃK�E��ʁ8PDU�DO�%D\ӮÃZí��$QZÃU�DO�WDQ]íO�DOی���
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१H�VLJKW�RI�WKH�UDYHQ۟V�DFW�ZLWK�LWV�FRPSDQLRQ۟V�ERG\�WKXV�WULJJHUV�&DLQ۟V�
FRQVFLHQFH�DQG�KH�XQGHUWDNHV�WR�GR�OLNHZLVH�ZLWK�$EHO۟V�ERG\��

In approaches to the intersections of midrash and WDIVíU�on this story 
LQ�WKH�VFKRODUO\�OLWHUDWXUH��D�FRQVSLFXRXV�DQDFKURQLVP�RQFH�DJDLQ�SUHYDLOV��
१XV��1RUPDQ�6WLOOPDQ�FODLPV�WKDW�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\�LV�DQ�
ۢHSLWRPHۣ�RI� WKDW� IRXQG� LQ� WKH�7DQԆXPD��ZKLOH� WKH�YHUVLRQ� IRXQG� LQ� WKH�
WDIVíU�RI�%D\ӮÃZí�DFFXUDWHO\�SUHVHUYHV�WKH�RULJLQDO�DJJDGLF�WUDGLWLRQ��DOEHLW�
LQ�$UDELF�WUDQVODWLRQ�25�+RZHYHU��LW�LV�PRUH�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�YHUVLRQV�RI�ERWK�
%D\ӮÃZí�DQG�WKH�7DQԆXPD echo an older Muslim precursor that elaborates 
RQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�HSLVRGH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�KHDUNHQLQJ�EDFN�WR�VRPH�SUH�,VODPLF�
-HZLVK�SUHFXUVRU�WKDW�RULJLQDOO\�LQIRUPHG�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�

2YHUDOO�� WKH�੟VVLRQ�RI�RQH�UDYHQ�DW� WKH�VFHQH� LQWR� WZR��DV�ZHOO�DV� WKH�
GHSLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�੟UVW�ELUG�NLOOLQJ�LWV�FRXQWHUSDUW�MXVW�DV�&DLQ�KDG��DSSHDUV�
WR�EH�D�SRVW�TXUʀÃQLF�QDUUDWLYH�GHYHORSPHQW��DQG�WKH�WUDGLWLRQV�IURP�3LUTH�
GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU DQG�WKH�7DQԆXPD�PRVW�OLNHO\�GUHZ�XSRQ�0XVOLP�H[HJHVLV�
RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ�WKDW�IHDWXUHG�WKLV�GHYHORSPHQW��6X੡FH�WR�VD\��WKHVH�-HZLVK�
WUDGLWLRQV�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�SRWHQWLDO�VRXUFHV�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�VWRU\��
,I�ZH�GLVTXDOLI\�WKHVH�ODWH�DJJDGLF�WUDGLWLRQV�DV�WKH�VRXUFHV�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�
QDUUDWLYH��KRZHYHU��QR�VLQJOH�WH[WXDO�SUHFXUVRU�SUHVHQWV�LWVHOI�DV�D�ZKROO\�
FUHGLEOH�DOWHUQDWLYH�� ,Q� WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�HYLGHQFH� WR� WKH�FRQWUDU\�� WKHQ��ZH�
might conclude that the inclusion of the raven in the retelling of the Cain 
DQG�$EHO�VWRU\�KHUH�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�LV�RULJLQDO�WR�WKH�०UʀÃQ��

%XW�ZK\�D�UDYHQ�VSHFL੟FDOO\"�:H�PLJKW�FRQMHFWXUH�WKDW�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�DX�
WKRU�LV�SOD\LQJ�RQ�FHUWDLQ�WLPH�KRQRUHG�DVVRFLDWLRQV�RI�WKH�UDYHQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
HQGRZ�WKH�VWRU\�ZLWK�VXEWOH�V\PEROLF�UHVRQDQFHV��१H�UDYHQ�VHHPV�WR�KDYH�
D�EDG�UHSXWDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�IRONORUH�RI�PDQ\�FXOWXUHV��SUREDEO\�EDVHG�XSRQ�LWV�

PDɴUĭI� EL�7DIVíU� DO�%D\ҺÃZí� ��� YROV��� %HLUXW��'ÃU� ,Ԇ\Ãʀ� DO�7XUÃWK� DO�ʁ$UDEí�� >Q�G�@���
�������DG�������$V�:LW]WXP�QRWHV��RFFDVLRQDOO\�0XVOLP�FRPPHQWDWRUV�GLG�UHFRJQL]H�
WKH�VLPSOH��XQDGRUQHG�VHQVH�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�VLQJOH�UDYHQ�VFUDWFKLQJ�
LQ�WKH�JURXQG��VHH�ۢ7KH�6\ULDF�0LOLHX�RI�WKH�4XUDQ�ۣ ����ۙ�����FLWLQJ�WKH�FRPPRQ�
VHQVH�UHDGLQJV�RI�$Eĭ�0XVOLP�DO�,ՄIDKÃQí��G�����������DQG�DO�4XUՎXEí��G�������������
LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�ۢIDQFLIXOۣ�UHDGLQJV�RI�RWKHU�H[HJHWHV��IDU�PRUH�SUHYDOHQW�LQ�WDIVíU�
DQG�UHODWHG�JHQUHV�
�1RUPDQ�6WLOOPDQ��ۢ7KH�6WRU\�RI�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�LQ�WKH�4XUʀDQ�DQG�WKH�0XVOLPی���
&RPPHQWDWRUV�� 6RPH�2EVHUYDWLRQV�ۣ � JSS ��� �������� ���ۙ����� ���ۙ����� )RU� DQRWK�
HU�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRPSOH[�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU��WKH�
7DQԆXPD��DQG�0XVOLP�WUDGLWLRQ��VHH�0LFKDHO�(��3UHJLOO��ۢ6RPH�5HIOHFWLRQV�RQ�%RU�
URZLQJ�� ,QIOXHQFH�� DQG� WKH�(QWZLQLQJ�RI� -HZLVK�DQG� ,VODPLF�7UDGLWLRQV��RU��:KDW�
DQ�,PDJH�RI�D�&DOI�0LJKW�'R�ۣ �LQ�0DMLG�'DQHVKJDU�DQG�:DOLG�$��6DOHK��HGV����,VODP-
LF� 6WXGLHV�7RGD\��(VVD\V� LQ�+RQRU� RI�$QGUHZ�5LSSLQ� �/HLGHQ��%ULOO�� ������� ���ۙ�����
���ۙ�����
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UHDGLO\�REVHUYDEOH�EHKDYLRU�RI�SUHGDWLRQ�RQ�VPDOOHU�ELUGV��HVSHFLDOO\�KDWFK�
OLQJV�LQ�WKH�QHVW��DV�ZHOO�DV�LWV�SHQFKDQW�RI�VFDYHQJLQJ�LQ�JDUEDJH�DQG�HVSH�
FLDOO\�SLFNLQJ�DW�FDUULRQ�DQG�FRUSVHV��,Q�PDQ\�DQFLHQW�P\WKRORJLHV��UDYHQV�
DUH�V\PEROV�RI�GHVRODWLRQ�DQG�LVRODWLRQ��DQG�HYHQ�D�KDUELQJHU�RI�GHDWK��DV�LV�
ZLGHO\�NQRZQ��LQ�(QJOLVK�D�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�RI�FURZV��DQRWKHU�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�
genus FRUYXV��LV�WHUPHG�D�ۢPXUGHU�ۣ �,Q�(XURSHDQ�P\WK�DQG�IRONORUH��UDYHQV�
PD\�EH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LQWHOOLJHQFH�DQG�ZLVGRP��DV�ZLWK�WKH�IDPRXV�UDYHQV�
+XJLQQ�DQG�0XQLQQ�ZKR�Dग़HQG�WKH�1RUVH�JRG�2GLQ�:RWDQ��EXW�WKH\�PD\�
DOVR�FDUU\�PRUH�VLQLVWHU�DVVRFLDWLRQV��IRU�H[DPSOH��DV�WKH�V\PERO�RI�WKH�&HOW�
LF�ZDU�JRGGHVV�0RUULJDQ�0µU�5¯RJKDLQ��&ORVHU�WR�WKH�FXOWXUDO�DPELW�RI�WKH�
०UʀÃQ��WKH�IDPHG�%ULWLVK�DQWLTXDULDQ�5HJLQDOG�&DPSEHOO�१RPSVRQ�QRWHG�
a number of traditions associating ravens with demonic forces in his classic 
�H�'HPRQV�DQG�(YLO�6SLULWV�RI�%DE\ORQLD��LQFOXGLQJ�VRPH�GUDZQ�IURP�$UDEࡓ
DQG�6\ULDF�&KULVWLDQ�ORUH��DOWKRXJK�DGPLग़HGO\��DV�LV�FRPPRQ�LQ�VXFK�HQF\�
clopedic treatments of the nineteenth century) the provenance and chronol�
RJ\�RI�१RPSVRQ۟V�PDWHULDO�LV�JHQHUDOO\�YDJXH�DQG�XQFHUWDLQ�26

+RZHYHU�� LQ� WKH�TXUʀÃQLF� VWRU\� WKH� UDYHQ� LV�QRW�D�GLDEROLFDO�SUHVHQFH��
WKHUH�LV�QR�KLQW�RI�D�GHPRQLF�DVSHFW�WR�LW�KHUH��5DWKHU��WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�
story of Cain and Abel plays upon an association with desolation and death 
WKDW�LV�UHDGLO\�LQIHUUHG�DV�DQ�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�ELUG۟V�LGHQWLW\�LQ�$UDE�FXOWXUH��
WKRXJK�DJDLQ� LW� LV�GL੡FXOW� WR� HVWDEOLVK� WKLV� IRU� WKH�SUH�,VODPLF�SHULRG�� ,Q�
$UDELF��JKXUÃE seems to be a loanword from Latin FRUYXV��EXW�$UDE�OH[LFRJ�
raphers derived the term from the root JK�U�E��ZKLFK�KDV�D�EDVLF�PHDQLQJ�RI�
ۢHVWUDQJHPHQWۣ��WKLV�SHUKDSV�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�ELUG�EHFRPLQJ�D�V\PERO�RI�
desolation and alienation (a role played by owls in later Persian art and lit�
HUDWXUH��27�,W�LV�QRW�GL੡FXOW�WR�VHH�KRZ�WKHVH�WKHPHV�OLQNHG�WKH�ELUG�WR�&DLQ��
though we have no evidence that this thematic connection is authentically 
SUH�,VODPLF��LI�LW�ZHUH��WKHQ�ZH�PLJKW�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�UDYHQ�
ZLWK�&DLQ�ZRXOG�KDYH�VHHPHG�QDWXUDO�WR�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�DXGLHQFH�28

����DPSEHOO�7KRPSVRQ��7KH�'HPRQV�DQG�(YLO�6SLULWV�RI�%DE\ORQLD��YRO&��5ی����(YLO�
6SLULWV��/RQGRQ��/X]DF���������;/,��/ۙ/,��,W�VHHPV�WKDW�GHPRQV�WDNLQJ�WKH�IRUP�RI�UD�
YHQV�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�D�WURSH�LQ�VRPH�6\ULDF�VRXUFHV��WKRXJK�WKLV�DSSHDUV�VRPHZKDW�
UHPRWH�IURP�RXU�FRQFHUQV�KHUH��1RWDEO\��LQ�D�ZHOO�NQRZQ�FDVH�GLVFXVVHG�E\�6HEDV�
WLDQ�%URFN��WKH�HDUO\�-HZLVK�VRXUFH�-XELOHHV�GHSLFWV�0DVWHPDK��L�H���6DWDQ��VHQGLQJ�
UDYHQV�WR�SODJXH�$EUDKDP��EXW�LQ�ODWHU�6\ULDF�YHUVLRQV�RI�WKLV�VWRU\�WKH�UDYHQV�DUH�
SUHVHQWHG�DV�PLQLRQV�RI�*RG�LQVWHDG��6HH�6HEDVWLDQ�%URFN��ۢ$EUDKDP�DQG�WKH�5D�
YHQV��$�6\ULDF�&RXQWHUSDUW�WR�-XELOHHV���ۙ���DQG�,WV�,PSOLFDWLRQV�ۣ �-RXUQDO�IRU�WKH�
6WXG\�RI�-XGDLVP��������������ۙ����
K��3HOODW��ۢ*KXUÃE�ۣ&ی��� �EI���V�Y����������
�7KXV�3HOODW��)RU�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�DSSHDUDQFH�RI�WKH�UDYHQ�DV�VLJQ�RI�WKH�GHی���
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+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�DQRWKHU�SRVVLELOLW\��$OWKRXJK�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�GHSLFWLRQ�
of Cain’s learning how to bury his brother by imitating a raven is likely pri�
RU�WR�WKRVH�-HZLVK�WUDGLWLRQV�WKDW�GHYHORS�WKLV�LPDJH��WKH�VSHFL੟F�FKRLFH�RI�D�
UDYHQ�KHUH�PD\�DOOXGH�WR�JHQXLQHO\�ROGHU�ODWH�DQWLTXH�WUDGLWLRQV�WKDW�GHSLFW�
WKH�UDYHQ�DV�FXUVHG��१HVH�WUDGLWLRQV�DUH�QRW�H[SOLFLWO\�WLHG�WR�WKH�HSLVRGH�RI�
WKH�SULPRUGLDO�IUDWULFLGH��EXW�QHYHUWKHOHVV�VXJJHVW�D�VXEWOH�FRQQHFWLRQ�EH�
WZHHQ�WKH�ELUG�DQG�&DLQ��ZKR�ZRXOG�EH�FXUVHG�E\�*RG�IRU�NLOOLQJ�KLV�EURWKHU��
David Goldenberg has discussed a number of these traditions in connection 
ZLWK�WKH�WKHPH�RI�WKH�UDYHQ�EHLQJ�FXUVHG�LQ�WKH�WLPH�RI�1RDK��DQG�WKLV�FXUVH�
WKHQ�EHLQJ�UH੠HFWHG�LQ�WKH�UDYHQ۟V�SOXPDJH�EHLQJ�WXUQHG�EODFN��,Q�RQH�HDUO\�
WUDGLWLRQ��3KLOR�,XGDHXV�SRVLWV�WKDW�WKH�UDYHQ�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\ EODFN��1RDK۟V�
VHQGLQJ�WKH�UDYHQ�DZD\�IURP�WKH�$UN�LV�FRQVWUXHG�DOOHJRULFDOO\��DV�D�V\PERO�
RI�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�FDVWLQJ�HYLO�RXW�RI�WKH�PLQG��१XV��WKH�DQLPDO۟V�FXUVHG�
QDWXUH�LV��DV�LW�ZHUH��LQKHUHQW��DQG�UH੠HFWHG�LQ�LWV�EODFN�SOXPDJH�IURP�WKH�
VWDUW�29�+RZHYHU��LQ�WKH�IDPRXV�0HWDPRUSKRVHV�of the Roman poet Ovid (an 
ROGHU�FRQWHPSRUDU\�RI�3KLOR���WKH�UDYHQ�LV�RULJLQDOO\�ZKLWH�DQG�FXUVHG�WR�EH�
EODFN�LQ�UHWULEXWLRQ�IRU�LWV�WDग़OLQJ�DQG�VR�EULQJLQJ�WKH�ZUDWK�RI�$SROOR�XSRQ�
DQ�XQIDLWKIXO�ORYHU�30�3KLOR۟V�SUHFHGHQW�QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ��WKH�FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�
WKH�UDYHQ۟V�DFTXLULQJ�LWV�EODFN�SOXPDJH��RU�VRPH�RWKHU�GLVWLQFWLYH�SK\VLFDO�
DOWHUDWLRQ��DV�D�FXUVH�ZRXOG�ODWHU�EHFRPH�TXLWH�ZLGHVSUHDG�DPRQJ�DXWKRUV�
JORVVLQJ�WKH�ELEOLFDO�VWRU\�RI�WKH�੠RRG��

१H�FULWLFDO�TXHVWLRQ��QDWXUDOO\��LV�KRZ�ZLGHVSUHDG�WKLV�FRQFHSWLRQ�ZDV�
EHIRUH�WKH�ULVH�RI�,VODP��$OUHDG\�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�FHQWXULHV�RI�WKH�&RPPRQ�(UD�
a brief reference to Noah blessing the dove and cursing the raven is found 
LQ�WKH�0DQGDHDQ�*LQ]D�5DEED��WKRXJK�WKH�FRQWHQW�RI�WKH�FXUVH�LV�QRW�VSHF�
L੟HG�31�$�PRUH�VXEVWDQWLDO�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�FXUVLQJ�RI�WKH�UDYHQ��RQH�WKDW�
VSHFL੟FDOO\�UHFRXQWV�WKDW�1RDK�FXUVHG�WKH�RULJLQDOO\�ZKLWH�ELUG�E\�PDNLQJ�

SDUWXUH�RI�WKH�EHORYHG��DQG�WKXV�V\PEROLF�RI�GHVRODWLRQ��LQ�D�SXWDWLYHO\�SUH�,VODPLF�
SRHP��VHH�2PDU�(GDLEDW۟V�SDUWLDO�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�TDԐíGDK�RI�DO�1ÃELJKDK�LQ�+DUU\�
0XQW�HW�DO���ۢ$UDELF�DQG�3HUVLDQ�6RXUFHV�IRU�3UH�,VODPLF�$UDELD�ۣ �LQ�*UHJ�)LVKHU��HG����
$UDEV�DQG�(PSLUHV�EHIRUH� ,VODP� �2[IRUG��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��������� ���ۙ�����
���ۙ����
���DYLG�0��*ROGHQEHUJ��7KH�&XUVH'ی� RI�+DP��5DFH� DQG� 6ODYHU\� LQ�(DUO\� -XGDLVP��
&KULVWLDQLW\��DQG�,VODP��3ULQFHWRQ��1-��3ULQFHWRQ�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�������������FLWLQJ�
Philo’s 4XHVWLRQV�RQ�*HQHVLV�����ۙ����2Q�WKH�ELEOLFDO�DQG�HDUO\�-HZLVK�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�
1RDK۟V�UDYHQ��VHH�DOVR�'DYLG�0DUFXV��ۢ7KH�0LVVLRQ�RI�WKH�5DYHQ��*HQ�������ۣ �-RXUQDO�
RI�WKH�$QFLHQW�1HDU�(DVWHUQ�6RFLHW\��������������ۙ���
�����0HWDPRUSKRVHV������ۙ��7KH�VWRU\�RI�&RURQLVی���
��ROGHQEHUJ��7KH�&XUVH�RI�+DP*ی��� ����� FLWLQJ�*LQ]Ã��'HU�6FKDW]�RGHU�'DV�*URVVH�
%XFK� GHU� 0DQG¦HU� HG�� DQG� WUDQV�� 0DUN� /LG]EDUVNL� �*¸WWLQJHQ�� 9DQGHQKRHFN� 	�
5XSUHFKW�DQG�/HLS]LJ��+LQULFKV��������������WKH�5LJKW�*LQ]D��%RRN����>������@��
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LW�EODFN��LV�IRXQG�LQ�D�WUDGLWLRQ�DVFULEHG�WR�(SKUHP�WKH�6\ULDQ��G��������+RZ�
HYHU��WKLV�WUDGLWLRQ�LV�RQO\�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�D�ODWH�VRXUFH��D�XQLTXH�/HLGHQ�PDQ�
XVFULSW�WKDW�SUREDEO\�GDWHV�WR�WKH�WKLUWHHQWK�FHQWXU\��१H�WH[W� LV�D�FDWHQD 
RU�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�VFULSWXUH�WKDW�FRPSLOHV�TXRWDWLRQV�IURP�YDULRXV�DQFLHQW�
DXWKRULWLHV��LW�LV�LQ�$UDELF��SUHVXPDEO\�KDYLQJ�EHHQ�WUDQVODWHG�DW�VRPH�SRLQW�
IURP�6\ULDF��DQG�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�E\�3DXO�GH�/DJDUGH�RYHU�RQH�KXQGUHG�DQG�
੟ॗ\�\HDUV�DJR�32 

१H�SHUWLQHQW�SDVVDJH�LQ�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�Dग़ULEXWHG�WR�(SKUHP�LQ�WKH�/HLGHQ�
FDWHQD��ZKLFK�HODERUDWHV�XSRQ�WKH�VFHQH�ZLWK�1RDK�DQG�WKH�UDYHQ�LQ�*HQ�
�����GHVFULEHV�KRZ�1RDK�VHQW�WKH�UDYHQ�IRUWK�IURP�WKH�DUN�WR�VFRXW�RXW�GU\�
ODQG��DW� WKDW�WLPH��WKH�ELUG۟V�SOXPDJH�ZDV�SXUH�ZKLWH��)DLOLQJ�WR�੟QG�GU\�
ODQG�DW�੟UVW��DॗHU�D�WLPH�WKH�UDYHQ�VSRग़HG�WKH�UHPDLQV�RI�DQLPDOV�DQG�SHR�
SOH�ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�GURZQHG�LQ�WKH�GHOXJH�੠RDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZDWHU��DQG�LW�EHJDQ�
feeding on these remains (not an implausible behavior to anyone who has 
REVHUYHG� WKH�DQLPDO۟V�Dग़UDFWLRQ� WR�FDUULRQ���'LVWUDFWHG�E\� WKLV�XQVHHPO\�
IHDVW��WKH�UDYHQ�IRUJRW�DOO�DERXW�LWV�PLVVLRQ��%\�WKH�WLPH�WKH�UDYHQ�UHPHP�
EHUHG�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�1RDK��WKH�ZDWHUV�KDG�DOUHDG\�UHFHGHG�IURP�WKH�HDUWK��DQG�
ZKHQ�1RDK�OHDUQHG�KRZ�WKH�UDYHQ�KDG�DEDQGRQHG�LWV�PLVVLRQ��KH�FXUVHG�LW�
WR�EH�EODFN�DV�D�VLJQ�RI�LWV�LPSXUH�VWDWXV�DPRQJ�DOO�WKH�ELUGV�33

$V�*ROGHQEHUJ�QRWHV��WKHUH�LV�VRPH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKLV�VWDWHPHQW�
LV� DXWKHQWLFDOO\� Dग़ULEXWDEOH� WR� (SKUHP�� DV� ZLWK� WKH� DVVRFLDWHG� WUDGLWLRQ�
found in the Leiden FDWHQD�WKDW�GHSLFWV�WKH�FXUVH�RI�EODFNQHVV�RQ�+DP�DQG�
&DQDDQ��1RQH�RI�WKHVH�VWDWHPHQWV�DUH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�H[WDQW�FRUSXV�RI�ZRUNV�
Dग़ULEXWHG�WR�(SKUHP�WKDW�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�JHQXLQH�34�+RZHYHU��LW�
is not unreasonable to conclude that the tradition on the raven represented 
KHUH�PD\�UH੠HFW�D�JHQXLQHO\�SUH�,VODPLF�FRQFHSWLRQ��*ROGHQEHUJ�DYHUV�WKDW�
WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�FXUVH�RI�EODFNQHVV�LPSRVHG�RQ�+DP�DQG�KLV�GHVFHQGDQWV�
LV�Dग़HVWHG�QR� ODWHU� WKDQ� WKH� IRXUWK�FHQWXU\�&(�� WKRXJK�WKH�GDWLQJ�RI� WKH�
WH[W�XSRQ�ZKLFK�KH�UHOLHV�IRU�WKLV��WKH�6DPDULWDQ�7LEDW�0DUTH��LV�VRPHZKDW�
SUREOHPDWLF�35�१DW�VDLG��DQ�DVVRFLDWHG�UDEELQLF�WUDGLWLRQ�Dग़HVWHG�LQ�PXOWLSOH�

��6FDOLJHU�$UDEی��� ���� LQ� WKH� FROOHFWLRQ�RI� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/HLGHQ��SXEOLVKHG� LQ�
YROXPH���RI�3DXO�GH�/DJDUGH��0DWHULDOLHQ�]XU�.ULWLN�XQG�*HVFKLFKWH�GHV�3HQWDWHXFKV�
���YROV���/HLS]LJ��7HXEQHU��������
�H'ی��� /DJDUGH��0DWHULDOLHQ� ������ *ROGHQEHUJ۟V� LQWHUHVW� LQ� WKLV� WUDGLWLRQ� LQ� WKH�
Leiden FDWHQD�LV�GXH�WR�LWV�IRUHVKDGRZLQJ�RI�WKH�FXUVH�RI�EODFNQHVV�LPSRVHG�RQ�+DP�
DQG�KLV�VRQ�&DQDDQ�IRU�XQFRYHULQJ�WKH�QDNHGQHVV�RI�1RDK��GHSLFWHG�ODWHU�RQ�LQ�WKH�
WH[W���������
���ROGHQEHUJ��7KH�&XUVH�RI�+DP*ی����ۙ����
ELG��������+HUH�*ROGHQEHUJ�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�7LEDW�0DUTH WUDGLWLRQ�DV�ۢ,ی��� RQH�RI�WKH�HDU�
OLHVWۣ�VWRULHV�DERXW�WKH�FXUVH�RI�EODFNQHVV�XSRQ�RQH�RI�1RDK۟V�GHVFHQGDQWV��ZKHWKHU�
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VRXUFHV�FRQQHFWV�1RDK۟V�VRQ�+DP�ZLWK�WKH�GRJ�DQG�WKH�UDYHQ��DOO�RI�ZKRP�
were cursed because they engaged in coitus with their partners on the Ark 
DJDLQVW�1RDK۟V�ZLVKHV��,Q�WKLV�FDVH��WKRXJK��LW�VHHPV�WKH�FXUVH�RQ�WKH�UDYHQ��
OLNH�WKH�FXUVH�RQ�WKH�GRJ��SHUWDLQV�WR�DQ�DVSHFW�RI�LWV�SK\VLRORJ\�OLQNHG�WR�
FRSXODWLRQ��QRW�WR�WKH�DQLPDO۟V�DSSHDUDQFH��DV�LV�WKH�FDVH�ZLWK�+DP��36 Nev�
HUWKHOHVV��KHUH�WRR�WKH�UDYHQ�LV�VDLG�WR�EH�FXUVHG��DV�LQ�WKH�*LQ]D�

१H�०UʀÃQ�GRHV�QRW�GLUHFWO\�UHIHU�WR�&DLQ�DV�FXUVHG��RI�FRXUVHۚDOWKRXJK�
LW�GRHV�QRWH�WKDW�E\�NLOOLQJ�$EHO�KH�EHFDPH�RQH�RI�WKH�ORVHUV��PLQ�DO�NKÃVLUíQ��
D�FRPPRQ�TXUʀÃQLF�SKUDVH�WKDW�GHVLJQDWHV�VRPHRQH�MRLQLQJ�WKH�UDQNV�RI�WKH�
GDPQHG� RQ� DFFRXQW� RI� VRPH� JUDYH� VLQ�� %XW� D� JHQHUDO� SHUFHSWLRQ� DPRQJ�
ODWH�DQWLTXH�FRPPXQLWLHV�RI�WKH�UDYHQ�DV�FXUVHG�FRXOG�KDYH�VXJJHVWHG�DQ�
DQDORJ\�ZLWK�&DLQ��ZLWK�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�DXWKRU�FDSLWDOL]LQJ�XSRQ�WKLV�V\PERO�
LF�UHVRQDQFH�E\�LQWURGXFLQJ�WKH�ELUG�WR�WKH�QDUUDWLYH�RI�WKH�IUDWULFLGH��3XW�
DQRWKHU�ZD\��WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�UDYHQ�LQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�VWRU\�PD\�EH�D�UH੠H[�
of two originally separate ideas: the raven as a cursed animal and Cain as a 
FXUVHG�PDQ��1HLWKHU�LV�H[SOLFLWO\�FXUVHG�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ��EXW�WKH�FRQMXQFWLRQ�
RI�WKH�UDYHQ�DQG�&DLQ�LQ�WKH�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�VWRU\�PD\�UH੠HFW�ERWK�RI�WKHVH�
JHQXLQHO\�SUH�,VODPLF�FRQFHSWLRQV��

$JDLQ��RQH�PD\�UHDVRQDEO\�TXHVWLRQ�ZKHWKHU�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�/HLGHQ�
FDWHQD�LV�DFWXDOO\�SUH�,VODPLF��+RZHYHU��,�DP�QRW�VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�WKLV�WUDGL�
WLRQ�LV�WKH�GLUHFW�VRXUFH�RI�WKH�VFHQH�ZLWK�WKH�UDYHQ�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ��RQO\�WKDW�

LW� LV�+DP�� .XVK�� RU� &DQDDQ���+RZHYHU�� HOVHZKHUH� LQ� KLV� ERRN�*ROGHQEHUJ� QRWHV�
�IROORZLQJ�%HQ�ԅD\\LP��WKH�HGLWRU�RI�7LEDW�0DUTH��WKDW�WKH�ODWHU�VHFWLRQV�RI�7LEDW�
0DUTH VHHP�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�UHZRUNHG�H[WHQVLYHO\�LQ�WKH�VL[WK�WKURXJK�QLQWK�FHQWXULHV��
DOWKRXJK� �DJDLQ� IROORZLQJ�%HQ�ԅD\\LP�� ۢWKHVH� OLQJXLVWLFDOO\� ODWHU� WH[WV�DUH� OLNHO\�
WR�FRQWDLQ�ROGHU�FRQFHSWV�DQG�WUDGLWLRQV�GUDZQ�IURP�HDUO\�VRXUFHVۣ�������XQGHU�WKH�
JORVVDU\�HQWU\�IRU�0DUTH���2QH�PXVW�DGPLW�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�WKH�IORUXLW�of the Samaritan 
FRPPHQWDWRU�0DUTH�KLPVHOI�LV�GDWHG�IURP�WKH�WKLUG�WR�WKH�ODWH�IRXUWK�FHQWXU\�&(��
WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�FXUVH�RI�EODFNQHVV�LQ�7LEDW�0DUTH cited by Goldenberg here is 
drawn from a section of the work that appears to represent the later stratum of the 
0DUTH��RU�SVHXGR�0DUTH��WUDGLWLRQ��WKRXJK�*ROGHQEHUJ�IDLOV�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKLV��
,Q�KLV�ODWHU�UHYLVLWLQJ�RI�WKH�WKHPH�RI�WKH�FXUVH�RI�EODFNQHVV��*ROGHQEHUJ�RQFH�DJDLQ�
FLWHV� WKH�7LEDW�0DUTH tradition and presents it as plausible evidence of the early 
�WKLUGۙIRXUWK�FHQWXU\��FLUFXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�PRWLI��DJDLQ�IDLOLQJ�WR�QRWH�WKH�SUREOHPDWLF�
FKURQRORJ\��6HH�'DYLG�0��*ROGHQEHUJ��%ODFN�DQG�6ODYH��7KH�2ULJLQV�DQG�+LVWRU\�RI�
WKH�&XUVH�RI�+DP��%HUOLQ��'H�*UX\WHU������������
��ROGHQEHUJ��%ODFN�DQG�6ODYH*ی��� ����� FLWLQJ�\��7DʁDQ������� ��G��E��6DQK� ���E�� DQG�
7DQԆ�� �%XEHU���1RDԆ 12:9 �WKH� SDUDOOHO� WUDGLWLRQ� DW�*HQ�� 5DE� �����PHQWLRQV�+DP�
DQG�WKH�GRJ��EXW�QRW�WKH�UDYHQ���6HH�DOVR�*ROGHQEHUJ۟V�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKLV�UDEELQLF�
tradition as it was misunderstood by later commentators and modern scholars alike 
in %ODFN�DQG�6ODYH�����ۙ����
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WKH�QDUUDWLYH�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�UH੠HFWV�D�JHQHUDO�QRWLRQ�RI�WKH�UDYHQ�DV�D�
FXUVHG�DQLPDO�WKDW�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�FXUUHQW�LQ�WKH�ODWH�DQWLTXH�PLOLHX��3RVLW�
LQJ�WKLV�PRWLI�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�PRUH�GLਫ਼XVH�FXOWXUDO�EDFNJURXQG�WR�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�
story is arguably more cogent than claiming that story’s direct dependence 
on Jewish traditions that are evidently posterior to the WDIVíU�WUDGLWLRQ��OHW�
DORQH�WR�WKH�०UʀÃQ� 

१H�SRVVLEOH�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�UDYHQ�DQG�WKH�6\ULDF�PLOLHX�VSH�
FL੟FDOO\�LV�EROVWHUHG�E\�DQRWKHU�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�WKDW�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�
LQIRUPHG�E\�&KULVWLDQ�SUHFXUVRUV�� ,Q�KLV�EULHI� WUHDWPHQW�RI� WKH�VWRU\�DQG�
LWV�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��6WLOOPDQ��OLNH�RWKHUV�EHIRUH�KLP��FRUUHFWO\�GLVFRXQWV�WKH�
3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU account as late and so unlikely to be the source of 
WKH�QDUUDWLYH�HOHPHQW�RI�WKH�UDYHQ�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��DV�DOUHDG\�
QRWHG��6WLOOPDQ�PLVWDNHQO\�SRLQWV�WR�WKH�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�HSLVRGH�LQ�0LGUDVK�
7DQԆXPD DV�WKH�SXWDWLYH�VRXUFH�LQVWHDG�37�1HYHUWKHOHVV��6WLOOPDQ�ZDV�TXLWH�
prescient in surmising that the amount of Jewish material taken over into 
WKH�०UʀÃQ�KDG�EHHQ�H[DJJHUDWHG�E\�VFKRODUV��DQG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�GRXEW�
VLJQL੟FDQW�WUDFHV�RI�(DVWHUQ�&KULVWLDQ�OLWHUDU\�WUDGLWLRQV�WR�EH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�
०UʀÃQ�DV�ZHOO��+H�WKXV�FRQMHFWXUHV�WKDW�WKH�GLVWLQFWLYH�HOHPHQW�RI�$EHO۟V�
SDVVLYLW\�LQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�VWRU\��ZLWK�KLV�ODFN�RI�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�&DLQ�VWURQJO\�
XQGHUVFRUHG��Y�b����ۢ,I�\RX�UDLVH�\RXU�KDQG�DJDLQVW�PH�WR�NLOO�PH��,�ZRQ۟W�
UDLVH�P\�KDQG�DJDLQVW�\RX�WR�NLOO�\RXۣ���PD\�UH੠HFW�&KULVWLDQ�DSSURDFKHV�
WR� WKH� VWRU\�38� ,Q�&KULVWLDQ� H[HJHVLV��$EHO� LV� LPSRUWDQW� DV� D�SUH੟JXUDWLRQ�
RU� W\SH�RI� -HVXV��DQG�ZKLOH�KH� LV�QRW�H[DFWO\�D�ZLOOLQJ�YLFWLP�KHUH� LQ� WKH�
TXUʀÃQLF�VWRU\��KLV�UHIXVDO�WR�UHVLVW�YLROHQFH�ZLWK�YLROHQFH�LV�FHUWDLQO\�UHP�
LQLVFHQW�RI�WKH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�&KULVWLDQ�DGPRQLWLRQ�WR�WXUQ�WKH�RWKHU�FKHHN�39

Stillman was ultimately unable to furnish a Christian prototype for the 
०UʀÃQ۟V�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�LWV�&KULVW�OLNH�$EHO��+RZHYHU��DOPRVW�IRUW\�\HDUV�ODWHU��
-RVHSK�:LW]WXP� FRQ੟UPHG� WKH� XOWLPDWH� EDVLV� RI� WKLV� SRUWUD\DO� LQ� 6\ULDF�
VRXUFHV��:LW]WXP۟V�FKDSWHU�RQ�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�QDUUDWLYH�LQ�KLV������GLV�
sertation is perhaps the most important contemporary treatment of the ep�
LVRGH��KHUH��KH�OLQNV�QDUUDWLYH�HOHPHQWV�VXFK�DV�$EHO۟V�SDVVLYLW\�DQG�&DLQ۟V�

6WLOOPDQ��ۢ6RPH�2EVHUYDWLRQV�ۣی��� ������7KXV�&X\SHUV�DV�ZHOO��7KH�%DQTXHW�������
��6WLOOPDQی��� ۢ6RPH�2EVHUYDWLRQV�ۣ �7KLV�DWWLWXGH� LV�DOUHDG\�DQWLFLSDWHG�E\�*HLJHU��
ZKR�SUHIDFHV�KLV�PDVVLYH�GLVFRXUVH�RQ�WKH�-HZLVK�PDWHULDO�RQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�E\�QRWLQJ�
WKDW�RQO\�WKURXJK�D�WKRURXJK�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�VRXUFHV�FRXOG�RQH�GHILQ�
LWLYHO\�GHWHUPLQH�WKDW�0XԆDPPDG�KDG�UHOLHG�RQ�RQH�WUDGLWLRQ�DQG�QRW�WKH�RWKHU�LQ�
any particular case (-XGDLVP�DQG�,VO£P� ����
���2Q�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�$EHO�DV�ZLOOLQJ�YLFWLP�DQG�SURWRPDUW\U��VHH�-RKQی�
%\URQ��&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�LQ�7H[W�DQG�7UDGLWLRQ��-HZLVK�DQG�&KULVWLDQ�,QWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�
WKH�)LUVW�6LEOLQJ�5LYDOU\��/HLGHQ��%ULOO���������HVS�����ۙ����
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ZLFNHGQHVV�LQ�YY����ۙ���WR�VLPLODU�SRUWUD\DOV�LQ�VXFK�WH[WV�DV�WKH�+RPLO\�RQ�
&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�by Isaac of Antioch and Symmachus’s /LIH�RI�$EHO� In these 
VRXUFHV��WKH�HSLVRGH�KDV�EHHQ�UHZULग़HQ�LQ�YDULRXV�ZD\V�WKDW�FOHDUO\�VHHP�WR�
DQWLFLSDWH�LWV�SRUWUD\DO�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ��

,Q�SDUWLFXODU�� LQ�FRQWUDVW� WR�PDQ\�RI� WKH� -HZLVK� WUDGLWLRQV�RQ� WKH�HSL�
VRGH�LQ�ZKLFK�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�HQJDJH�LQ�GLVSXWDWLRQ�� LQ�WKHVH�ODWH�DQWLTXH�
Christian versions Cain simply announces his intention to kill Abel and 
$EHO�VWDWHV�LQ�WXUQ�WKDW�KH�ZLOO�QRW�UHVLVW��WKRXJK�&DLQ�ZLOO�EH�GDPQHG�IRU�
KLV�DFW�40�$V�:LW]WXP�QRWHV��WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�DFFRXQW�QRW�RQO\�UHVHPEOHV�WKHVH�
YHUVLRQV�WKHPDWLFDOO\�EXW�OLQJXLVWLFDOO\�DV�ZHOO��ZLWK�YHUEDO�URRWV�DQG�RWKHU�
aspects of the phraseology found in the Syriac versions paralleled in the 
$UDELF�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ�41�१HVH�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�WH[W�PDNH�LW�YHU\�OLNHO\�WKDW�WKH�
TXUʀÃQLF�DFFRXQW�UH੠HFWV�PRUH�WKDQ�FDVXDO�IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�WKLV�6\ULDF�WUD�
GLWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�QRWHZRUWK\�JLYHQ�WKDW��DV�ZH�VKDOO�GHPRQVWUDWH��
that account is mainly shaped by a broader engagement with a rabbinic 
SUHFXUVRU�

�ۂHLU�6FULSWXUH࢒�H�2UGDLQHG�IRU�,VUDHO�LQ:ہ� 
$�6KDUHG�0LVKQDLF�࢑UʀÃQLF�(WKLFDO�0D[LP

१H�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�DPRXQW�RI�Dग़HQWLRQ�VFKRODUV�KDYH�SODFHG�RQ�WKH�PRWLI�RI�
WKH�UDYHQ�DV�HYLGHQFH�RI�-HZLVK�LQ੠XHQFH�RQ�WKH�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�DFFRXQW�
RI�WKH�WZR�VRQV�RI�$GDP�KDV�RॗHQ�GLVWUDFWHG�WKHP�IURP�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�WKH�
ODUJHU� VLJQL੟FDQFH� RI� WKH� SDVVDJH� LQ�ZKLFK� LW� DSSHDUV�� ,I� RQH� SRVLWV� WKDW�
WKHUH�LV�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�FRKHUHQFH�WR�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK��RU�DW�OHDVW�LPSRUWDQW�
WKHPDWLF�FRQWLQXLWLHV�DQG�V\PPHWULHV�XQGHUJLUGLQJ�LW��WKHQ�ZH�VKRXOG�WU\�
to ascertain how the appropriation and redeployment of older scriptural or 
parascriptural materials such as we see in the Cain and Abel pericope ad�
vance the larger message and agenda of the VĭUDK�DV�D�ZKROH��,�ZRXOG�VXJ�

 �GLVSXWDWLRQ�VFHQH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�EURWKHUV�LV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�7DQԆXPD account as$ی���
ZHOO�DV�WKH�URXJKO\�FRQWHPSRUDU\�7DUJXP�3VHXGR�-RQDWKDQ��EXW�LV�QRW�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�
QDUUDWLYH�LQ�3LUTH�GH�5DEEL�(OLʁH]HU��7DUJXP�3VHXGR�-RQDWKDQ�DQG�UHODWHG�ZLWQHVVHV�
WR�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�WDUJXP�WUDGLWLRQ�H[KLELW�D�FXULRXV�JURZWK�RI�PDWHULDO�SHUWDLQLQJ�
WR�$EHO۟V�ZRUGV�WR�&DLQ�LQ�*HQ������LW�VHHPV�FOHDU�WKDW�WKLV�LV�D�-HZLVK�UHVSRQVH�WR�
&KULVWLDQ� HODERUDWLRQV�RQ� WKH� WKHPH� WKDW� EHJDQ� LQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\� DQG� FRQWLQXHG�
LQWR�WKH�PHGLHYDO�SHULRG��6HH�WKH�FRQFLVH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�5LPRQ�.DVKHU��ۢ7KH�3DOHV�
WLQLDQ�7DUJXPV�WR�*HQHVLV������$�1HZ�$SSURDFK�WR�DQ�2OG�&RQWURYHUV\�ۣ � LQ�,VDDF�
.DOLPL�DQG�3HWHU� -��+DDV� �HGV����%LEOLFDO� ,QWHUSUHWDWLRQ� LQ�-XGDLVP�DQG�&KULVWLDQLW\�
�1HZ�<RUN��7	7�&ODUN�����������ۙ����
LW]WXP��ۢ7KH�6\ULDF�0LOLHX�RI�WKH�4XUDQ�ۣ:ی��� ����ۙ�����
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gest that understanding the overarching thematic structure and design of 
WKH�FKDSWHU�QRW�RQO\�LOOXPLQDWHV�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�
RI�WKLV�HSLVRGH��EXW�DOORZV�XV�WR�GLVFHUQ�VRPHWKLQJ�RI�WKH�VSHFL੟F�SXUSRVH�
EHKLQG� WKH� DXWKRU۟V� HYRFDWLRQ�RI� -HZLVK�DQG�&KULVWLDQ�SUHFXUVRUV��$UJX�
DEO\��VXFK�HYRFDWLRQ�LV�GHOLEHUDWH��HQKDQFLQJ�WKH�ODUJHU�PHVVDJH�WKH�DXWKRU�
wishes to project through a conspicuous display of virtuosity in navigating 
DQG�V\QWKHVL]LQJ�D�VSHFL੟F�VHW�RI�VFULSWXUDO�LQWHUWH[WV�

१H�QH[W�VHW�RI�YHUVHV�LQ�WKH�VĭUDK�appear to be essential to the larger 
PHDQLQJ�DQG�IXQFWLRQ�RI�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�SHULFRSH�42 I would thus suggest 
WKDW�YY����ۙ���FRQVWLWXWH�D�FRKHUHQW�ZKROH��DQG�WKDW�WKH�JLVW�RI�WKH�XQGHU�
O\LQJ�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�LQIRUPV�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�LQ�
YY����ۙ���FDQQRW�EH�JUDVSHG�ZLWKRXW�FRQVLGHULQJ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�YY����ۙ���DV�
ZHOO��)URP�WKH�LQLWLDO�LQYRFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�WZR�VRQV�WR�WKH�SDVVDJH۟V�
੟QDO�H[KRUWDWLRQ�WR�WKH�EHOLHYHUV�WR�VWULYH�LQ�WKH�SDWK�RI�*RG��YY����ۙ���DUH�
conceptually united as well as being deeply linked to broader themes in the 
VĭUDK�DV�D�ZKROH��

:KLOH�Y�����LV�ZHOO�NQRZQ��DQG�PXFK�FRPPHQWHG�XSRQ��EHFDXVH�LW�VHHPV�
WR�FRQ੟UP�D�-HZLVK�EDFNJURXQG�WR�WKH�SHULFRSH��QHLWKHU�LW�QRU�WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�
YHUVHV�RQ�WKH�੟UVW�KRPLFLGH�VKRXOG�EH� LVRODWHG�IURP�WKH�IXUWKHU�GHYHORS�
PHQW�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�WKHPHV�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH�LQ�YY����ۙ���IROORZLQJ�

32 On account of that (PLQ� DMOL� GKÃOLND) >L�H��� &DLQ۟V� DFW@��:H� RUGDLQHG� IRU�
Israel in their scripture (NDWDEQÃ�ɴDOÃ�EDQí�LVUÃɳíO) that whoever slays a single 
VRXO��LW�LV�DV�LI�KH�KDG�VODLQ�DOO�KXPDQLW\��H[FHSW�LI�LW�LV�LQ�UHWDOLDWLRQ�IRU�KR�
PLFLGH�RU�VSUHDGLQJ�FRUUXSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ODQG��$QG�ZKRHYHU�SUHVHUYHV�D�VLQJOH�
VRXO��LW�LV�DV�LI�KH�KDG�SUHVHUYHG�DOO�KXPDQLW\��2XU�PHVVHQJHUV�KDYH�FRPH�WR�
WKHP�ZLWK�FOHDU�VLJQV��EXW�HYHQ�DॗHU�WKDW��PDQ\�RI�WKHP�FRPPLग़HG�H[FHVVHV�
LQ�WKH�ODQG��
33�१H�UHFRPSHQVH�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�ZDJH�ZDU�DJDLQVW�*RG�DQG�+LV�PHVVHQJHU�
DQG�VSUHDG�FRUUXSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ODQG�LV�WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�EH�NLOOHG��RU�FUXFL੟HG��RU�
PXWLODWHG�ZLWK�DOWHUQDWLQJ�KDQGV�DQG�IHHW�FKRSSHG�Rਫ਼��RU�EH�H[LOHG�IURP�WKH�

�6FKRODUV�KDYH�VHOGRP�DJUHHG�RQ�WKH�H[DFW�SDUDPHWHUV�RI�WKH�SHULFRSH�DQG�KRZی���
WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�DFFRXQW� UHODWHV� WR� WKH� VXUURXQGLQJ�YHUVHV��0DQ\�VFKRODUV�DQG�
WUDQVODWRUV� VHHP� WR� LGHQWLI\� ����ۙ��� DV� D� GLVFUHWH� SDVVDJH�� VHHLQJ� WKH� HSLVRGH� RI�
WKH�EURWKHUV�DV�HQGLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�PD[LP�DERXW�WKH�VOD\LQJ�RU�VDYLQJ�RI�D�VLQJOH�VRXO�
�FI���H�J���%XVVH��ۢ&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�ۣ ��������5RELQVRQ��ۢ+DQGV�2XWVWUHWFKHGۣ���&X\SHUV�
GLYLGHV�Y�����LQ�KDOI��VHHLQJ�WKH�FODXVH�WKDW�EHJLQV�ۢ2XU�PHVVHQJHUV�KDYH�FRPH�WR�
WKHPb���ۣ �DV�WKH�VWDUW�RI�D�QHZ�VHFWLRQ��7KH�%DQTXHW� ���ۙ������$W�WKH�YHU\�OHDVW��YY��
��ۙ���PXVW�EH�UHFRJQL]HG�DV�WKHPDWLFDOO\�FRQWLQXRXV�ZLWK�YY����ۙ����DV�WKHVH�WZR�
YHUVHV�UHSUHVHQW�D�FUXFLDO�DGGLWLRQ�WKDW�KHOSV�WR�LOOXPLQDWH�WKH�VXEWH[W�RI�WKH�&DLQ�
DQG�$EHO�VWRU\�
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ODQG��१HLU�ORW�LV�KXPLOLDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��DQG�D�WUHPHQGRXV�SXQLVKPHQW�LQ�
WKH�QH[W��
34 XQOHVV�WKH\�UHSHQW�EHIRUH�\RX�RYHUSRZHU�WKHP��.QRZ�WKDW�*RG�LV�IRUJLYLQJ�
DQG�PHUFLIXO�

9HUVHV���ۙ���WKHQ�VHUYH�DV�D�FRQFOXVLRQ�WR�WKH�SDVVDJH��+HUH�D�FRQWUDVW�LV�
GUDZQ�EHWZHHQ� WKH�XQEHOLHYHUV��ZKR� DUH� SURPLVHG� DQ� LQHVFDSDEOH�� WHUUL�
EOH�SXQLVKPHQW�LQ�WKH�DॗHUOLIH��DQG�WKH�EHOLHYHUV��ZKR�ZLOO�SURVSHU�LI�WKH\�
obey the injunction to strive in the path of God (MÃKLGĭ�Ií�VDEíOLKL���ZKLFK�
here most likely means engaging in violence against the community’s op�
SRQHQWV�

१H�SULQFLSOH�DGXPEUDWHG�LQ�Y����ۚZKRHYHU�VOD\V�RU�VDYHV�D�VLQJOH�SHU�
VRQ��LW�LV�DV�LI�WKH\�KDG�GRQH�WKH�VDPH�WR�DOO�KXPDQLW\ۚKDV�IRU�PDQ\�PRGHUQ�
FRPPHQWDWRUV�SURYLGHG�WKH�OLQFKSLQ�IRU�WKH�DUJXPHQW�DERXW�-HZLVK�LQ੠X�
HQFH�RQ�WKLV�SDVVDJH��VLQFH�D�GLUHFW�SDUDOOHO�WR�LW�LV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�0LVKQDK��
WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�GRFXPHQW�RI�UDEELQLF�-XGDLVP��ZKLFK�UHDFKHG�LWV�੟QDO�IRUP�
LQ�WKH�HDUO\�WKLUG�FHQWXU\�&(��१HUH��WKH�PD[LP�LV�JLYHQ�DV�ۢWKH�RQH�ZKR�
FDXVHV�D�VLQJOH�VRXO�WR�SHULVK��VFULSWXUH�LPSXWHV�LW�WR�KLP�DV�LI�KH�KDG�FDXVHG�
DQ�HQWLUH�ZRUOG�WR�SHULVK��EXW�WKH�RQH�ZKR�SUHVHUYHV�D�VLQJOH�VRXO��VFULSWXUH�
LPSXWHV�LW�WR�KLP�DV�LI�KH�KDG�SUHVHUYHG�DQ�HQWLUH�ZRUOG�ۣ 43 

१HUH�KDV�RFFDVLRQDOO\�EHHQ�VRPH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKLV�PLVK�
QDLF�PD[LP�LV�JLYHQ�LQ�GLYHUJHQW�IRUPV�LQ�WKH�WZR�7DOPXGV��:KLOH�WKH�OLQH�
LV�Dग़HVWHG�LQ�WKH�IRUP�JLYHQ�KHUH�LQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�7DOPXG��WKH�YHUVLRQ�LQ�
most manuscripts and the standard printed edition of the Babylonian Tal�
PXG�KDV�D�FUXFLDO�DGGLWLRQ��DQG�VR�VSHFL੟HV�WKDW�WKH�UXOH�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�RQH�
who kills or saves a single soul LQ�,VUDHO�44�१H�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZK\�ZKDW�DSSHDUV�

�� �0��6DQKی������HPHQGLQJ�WKH�VWDQGDUG�WH[W�VOLJKWO\� WR�RPLW�ZKDW� LV�XQLYHUVDOO\�
DFNQRZOHGJHG�WR�EH�D� ODWHU�DGGLWLRQ��VHH�QH[W�QRWH���7KH�PD[LP�LV�RIWHQ�JLYHQ�LQ�
WKH�PRUH�IDPRXV�IRUPXODWLRQ�ۢZKRHYHU�VDYHV�D�VLQJOH�OLIH�VDYHV�WKH�ZRUOG�HQWLUH�ۣ �
RU� VRPH� YDULDWLRQ� RQ� WKLV�� LW� LV� DOVR� YHU\� RIWHQ� GHFRQWH[WXDOL]HG� IURP� LWV� RULJLQV�
LQ�UDEELQLF�WUDGLWLRQ��VLPLODU�WR�+LOOHO۟V�VWDWHPHQW�IURP�$YRW��ۢ,I�QRW�QRZ��ZKHQ"ۣ�
�RIWHQ�PLVDWWULEXWHG�WR�*RHWKH�DQG�VR�GH�MXGDL]HG�FRPSOHWHO\���%\�UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKLV�
GLFWXP�DV�D�ۢPD[LPۣ�RU�ۢUXOH�ۣ �,�DWWHPSW�WR�EULGJH�WKH�JDS�EHWZHHQ�LWV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�
LQ�UDEELQLF�WUDGLWLRQ��ZKHUH�LW�LV�QRW�VWULFWO\�KDODNKLF��DQG�WKH�4XUʀÃQ��ZKLFK�LPSOLHV�
that it is law by using the language of prescription (NDWDED�ɴDOÃ��RQ�ZKLFK�VHH�EHORZ��
�� ���6DQK>ی���������E��E��6DQK����D��)RU�WKH�<HUXVKDOPL��,�KDYH�IROORZHG�WKH�WH[W�DV�
represented in 7KH� -HUXVDOHP�7DOPXG�� )RXUWK�2UGHU��1H]LTLQ�� 7UDFWDWHV� 6DQKHGULQ��
0DNNRW��DQG�+RUDLRW��HG��DQG�WUDQV��+HLQULFK�:��*XJJHQKHLPHU��%HUOLQ��'H�*UX\WHU��
������������IRU�WKH�%DYOL��,�UHO\�RQ�WKH�VWDQGDUG�SULQWHG�HGLWLRQ��&RQIXVLQJO\��PRVW�
PRGHUQ�SULQWHG�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�0LVKQDK��DV�ZHOO�DV�YHU\�PDQ\�WUDQVODWLRQV��FRUUHFW�
WKH�WH[W�WR�FRQIRUP�WR�WKH�%DYOL��DQG�VR�WKH�PRUH�SDUWLFXODULVWLF�VWDWHPHQW�LV�FRP�
PRQO\�EHOLHYHG�WR�EH�RULJLQDO�WKHUH��VHH��H�J���P\�RZQ�PLVWDNHQ�FRPPHQW�LQ�0HKGL�
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to be a universalizing sentiment seems to have been altered in the Bavli 
WUDGLWLRQ� WR�PDNH� LW�PRUH� UHVWULFWHG� DQG� SDUWLFXODU� LV� VLJQL੟FDQW�� WKRXJK�
QRW�SDUWLFXODUO\�JHUPDQH�IRU�RXU�FRQFHUQV�KHUH��:KLOH�VRPH�PLJKW�FLWH�WKLV�
LQVWDQFH�DV�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�WKH�०UʀÃQ�PD\�EH�FORVHU�WR�3DOHVWLQLDQ�UDEELQLF�
WUDGLWLRQ� WKDQ�%DE\ORQLDQۚD� ORJLFDO�HQRXJK� LQIHUHQFH�HYHQ�EDVHG�VLPSO\�
RQ�SROLWLFDO�JHRJUDSK\ۚHYHQ�WKLV�LV�QRW�SDUWLFXODUO\�JHUPDQH�IRU�WKH�SUHV�
HQW�DUJXPHQW�45�)RU�RXU�SXUSRVHV�KHUH��LW�LV�LPPDWHULDO�ZKHWKHU�WKH�०UʀÃQ�
is engaging this rabbinic discourse through the medium of the Mishnah or 
WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�7DOPXG��WKRXJK�,�ZLOO�WDNH�WKH�IRUPHU�ODUJHO\�IRU�JUDQWHG���
,W�LV�WKH�EDVLF�IDFW�RI�VXFK�HQJDJHPHQW��ZKLFK�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�H[WHQVLYH�DQG�
SURIRXQG��WKDW�,�ZRXOG�HPSKDVL]H�KHUH�

१HUH� KDV� DOVR� EHHQ� VRPH� XQFHUWDLQW\� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH�ZD\� WKH�०UʀÃQ�
SUHVHQWV�LWV�TXRWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�0LVKQDK�KHUH��ZLWK�*RG�VWDWLQJ�WKDW�+H�KDG�RU�
dained this principle for Israel in their scripture (NDWDEQÃ�ɴDOÃ�EDQí�LVUÃɳíO�ۚ
OLWHUDOO\��WKDW�KH�KDG�ۢZULग़HQۣ�RU�ۢSUHVFULEHGۣ�LW�IRU�WKHP��ZKLFK�LV�WR�VD\��
WKDW�+H�UHYHDOHG�LW�WR�WKHP�LQ�WKH�7RUDK�46�,W�PD\�DW�੟UVW�DSSHDU�WKDW�WKHUH�
LV�VRPH�FRQIXVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FDQRQLFDO�%LEOH�DQG�WKH�0LVKQDK�KHUH��EXW�
LQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\��UDEELQLF�-HZV�ZRXOG�KDYH�FRQVLGHUHG�WKH�0LVKQDK�JHQX�
LQH�UHYHODWLRQ��FRPPXQLFDWHG�RUDOO\�UDWKHU�WKDQ�LQ�ZULWLQJ�DV�WKH�FDQRQLFDO�
VFULSWXUHV�ZHUH��5HJDUGLQJ�WKH�VHHPLQJ�VOLSSDJH�LQ�WHUPLQRORJ\��WKH�PRVW�
RQH�FDQ�VD\�LV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�FHUWDLQ�LURQ\�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�KHUH�GHSOR\LQJ�D�

$]DLH]�HW�DO��>HGV�@��7KH�4XUڥDQ�6HPLQDU�&RPPHQWDU\�>%HUOLQ��'H�*UX\WHU������@�������
DQG�FRPSDUH�WKH�FRUUHFW�HYDOXDWLRQ�RI�+ROJHU�=HOOHQWLQ�RQ�������6HH�WKH�DXWKRULWD�
WLYH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�(��(��8UEDFK��ۢ ۞.RO�KD�PHTD\\HP�QHIHVK�DӒDWڥ��*LOJ½ODZ�VKHO�Q¶ԐDӒ��
WHKDS½NK¶W�ԐHQ]½UDK�ZH�ɴHVT¬�PDGS°V°P�ۣ �7DUELՂ���������������ۙ����
�DKXGD�DVVHUWV�WKH�4XUʀÃQ۟V�SUR[LPLW\�WR�3DOHVWLQLDQ�-HZLVK�WUDGLWLRQ�EDVHG�RQ>ی���
WKH�VLPLODULW\�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�
WR�WKDW�IRXQG�LQ�7DUJXP�3VHXGR�-RQDWKDQ��JHWWLQJ�WKH�FKURQRORJ\�RI�QDUUDWLYH�GH�
YHORSPHQW�ZURQJ��6HH�$��6��<DKXGD��ۢ$�&RQWULEXWLRQ�WR�4XUʀÃQ�DQG�ԅDGíWK�,QWHUSUH�
WDWLRQ�ۣ �LQ�6��/¸ZLQJHU�DQG�-��6RPRJ\L��HGV����,JQDFH�*ROG]LKHU�0HPRULDO�9ROXPH��3DUW�
I��%XGDSHVW��*OREXV�1\RPGDL�0¾LQW«]HW������������ۙ��������ۙ����
�7KH�SKUDVH�NDWDEQÃی��� ɴDOÃ� is also used to note God’s prescription of the OH[� WD-
OLRQLV� LQ�4b������HFKRLQJ�([RG������ۙ���DQG�/HY������ۙ�����DQG�FRPSDUH�4b�������
ZKHUH�UHWDOLDWLRQ�LV�VLPLODUO\�ۢSUHVFULEHGۣ�IRU�WKH�EHOLHYHUV��NXWLED�ɴDOD\NXP���7KH�
TXRWDWLRQ� RI� 3V� ������� LQ�4b ������ LV�PDUNHG� E\�NDWDEQÃ� DV�ZHOO�� WKHUH� KDV� EHHQ�
VRPH�VLJQLILFDQW�VFKRODUO\�FRPPHQWDU\�RQ�WKLV�YHUVH� �VHH��H�J���:DOLG�6DOHK��ۢ7KH�
3VDOPV�LQ�WKH�4XU۟DQ�DQG�LQ�WKH�,VODPLF�5HOLJLRXV�,PDJLQDWLRQ�ۣ �LQ�:LOOLDP�3��%URZQ�
>HG�@��7KH�2[IRUG�+DQGERRN�RI�WKH�3VDOPV�>2[IRUG��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV������@��
���ۙ������0DGLJDQ�QRWHV�WKDW�NDWDED�ɴDOÃ�carries a general sense of legal obligation 
RU�SUHVFULSWLRQ�RI�SXQLVKPHQW�IRU�D�WUDQVJUHVVLRQ��VHH�'DQLHO�0DGLJDQ��7KH�4XUɳ¤QڥV�
6HOI�,PDJH��:ULWLQJ�DQG�$XWKRULW\�LQ�,VODPڥV�6FULSWXUH�(Princeton: Princeton Univer�
VLW\�3UHVV������������ۙ����
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term that connotes revelation but literally indicates writing when the Mish�
QDK�ZDV�SULPDULO\�WUDQVPLग़HG�WKURXJK�WKH�PHGLXP�RI�RUDOLW\� LQ�DQWLTXL�
W\ۚDV�WKH�०UʀÃQ�LWVHOI�ZDV�ZKHQ�LW�ZDV�੟UVW�UHYHDOHG��DQG�IRU�GHFDGHV�DॗHU��
though it too is NLWÃE�LQ�LWV�RZQ�VHOI�IDVKLRQLQJ�DQG�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�47 It is also 
SHUKDSV�VLJQL੟FDQW�WKDW�WKH�०UʀÃQ�KHUH�VHHPV�WR�UHFRJQL]H�DQG�HQIUDQFKLVH�
UDEELQLF�FODLPV�DERXW�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�RUDO�7RUDK�DV�JHQXLQH�UHYHODWLRQ�

,Q�DQ\�HYHQW��ZKDW�LV�LQGLVSXWDEOH�LV�WKDW�WKH�०UʀÃQ�SUHVHQWV�WKH�LQVWL�
WXWLRQ�RI�WKH�PD[LP�RU�UXOH�DV�D�GLUHFW�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�&DLQ۟V�DFW�48�2YHUDOO��
what we have in this pericope is a concatenation of a biblical story (Cain 
DQG�$EHO���D�FODVVLF�UDEELQLF�GLFWXP��WKH�UXOH�DERXW�NLOOLQJ���DQG�WKHQ�QDU�
UDWLYH�੠RXULVKHV�RI�SRVVLEO\�PRUH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�YLQWDJH� �WKH�UDYHQ��$EHO�
GHSLFWHG�DV�DQ�REHGLHQW�YLFWLP��WKDW�KDYH�DW�OHDVW�UHPRWH��DQG�SRVVLEO\�PRUH�
SUR[LPDWH��&KULVWLDQ�URRWV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��2QH�FRXOG�DUJXH�WKDW�WKLV�VLPSO\�
YLQGLFDWHV�D�GLਫ਼XVLRQLVW�PRGHO�RI�TXUʀÃQLF�FRPSRVLWLRQ��SHUKDSV�LW�ZDV�VLP�
SO\�WKH�FDVH�WKDW�WKHVH�GLYHUVH�HOHPHQWV�ZHUH�੠RDWLQJ�DURXQG�LQ�WKH�HQYL�
URQPHQW�ZKHQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�ZDV�UHYHDOHG��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�NQLग़HG�WRJHWKHU�E\�
WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�DXWKRU�RU�HGLWRUV�LQWR�WKH�IRUP�ZH�QRZ�VHH�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK��

+RZHYHU��WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�OLQNDJH�RI�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�VWRU\�DQG�WKH�UXOH�
DERXW�NLOOLQJ�LV�DEVROXWHO\�QRW�FRLQFLGHQWDO��IRU�WKH�PLVKQDLF�SDVVDJH�OLNH�
ZLVH�DOOXGHV�WR�WKH�IUDWULFLGH�DQG�XVHV�LW�DV�WKH�SUHWH[W�IRU�DGXPEUDWLQJ�WKH�
UXOH��ۢ 6R�ZH�KDYH�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�&DLQ��ZKR�VOHZ�KLV�EURWKHUb۬ �WKHUHIRUH�
ZDV�PDQ�FUHDWHG�DORQH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�LQLWLDOO\��WR�WHDFK�\RX�WKDW�WKH�RQH�ZKR�
FDXVHV�D�VLQJOH�VRXO�WR�SHULVKbۣ۬ �१H�PLVKQDLF�SDVVDJH�DOVR�RSHQO\�LQYRNHV�
VFULSWXUDO�DXWKRULW\�IRU�WKH�UXOH��DV�LW�LV�VFULSWXUH�WKDW�LPSXWHV�EODPH�RU�DV�
VLJQV�FUHGLW�WR�RQH�ZKR�VOD\V�RU�VDYHV�D�OLIH�49�,Q�*HLJHU۟V�YLHZ��WKH�FLWDWLRQ�
of the rule about killing is a QRQ�VHTXLWXU�DॗHU�WKH�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�
$EHO�VWRU\�LQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJH��DQG�VR�KH�FRQFOXGHV�WKDW�ZH�FDQ�RQO\�
PDNH�VHQVH�RI�WKDW�SDVVDJH�LI�ZH�SRVLW�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�GLUHFW�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�

�RU�D�FODVVLF�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�HDUO\�0XVOLPV۟�DZDUHQHVV�RI�UDEELQLF�FODLPV�DERXW�WKH(ی���
RUDO�7RUDK��VHH�0LFKDHO�&RRN��ۢ7KH�2SSRQHQWV�RI�WKH�:ULWLQJ�RI�7UDGLWLRQ�LQ�(DUO\�
,VODP�ۣ �$UDELFD���������������ۙ��������ۙ����
�7KHی��� VSHFLILF�SKUDVH�PLQ�DMOL� GKÃOLND�XVHG� LQ�Y�� ��� �ۢRQ�DFFRXQW�RI� WKDW� ۣ۬ �� LV�
XQLTXH�LQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ��$V�/DQH�QRWHV��RQH�RI�WKH�EDVLF�PHDQLQJV�RI�WKH�URRW�ɳ�M�O�LV�ۢWR�
FRPPLW�D�FULPHۣ��WKH�LQILQLWLYH�IRUP�DMO�VHHPV�WR�FRQQRWH�FDXVDWLRQ�RU�FRQVHTXHQFH��
HVSHFLDOO\�D�QHJDWLYH�RQH��6HH�(GZDUG�:LOOLDP�/DQH��$Q�$UDELF�(QJOLVK�/H[LFRQ�(8 
YROV���/RQGRQ��:LOOLDPV�DQG�1RUJDWH������ۙ�����������ۙ���
���7KLV��SHUKDSV��LV�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�ORJLF�EHKLQG�WKH�4XUʀÃQ۟V�LPSOLFDWLRQ�WKDW�ERWKی�
-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�VKRXOG�NQRZ�WKH�UXOH�� WKH�%LEOHV�RI�ERWK�FRPPXQLWLHV� LQGLFW�
&DLQ� IRU� WKH�PXUGHU�RI�$EHO�� VR� -HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�DOLNH�VKRXOG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�
FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�XQMXVWLILHG�NLOOLQJ�



190 0,&+$(/�35(*,//

WKH�0LVKQDK�KHUH��)RU�KLP��WKLV�LV�LUUHIXWDEOH�SURRI�RI�0XԆDPPDG۟V�UHOLDQFH�
RQ� -HZLVK� LQIRUPDQWV�� RWKHUZLVH� WKH� TXUʀÃQLF� SDVVDJH� LV� VLPSO\� LQFRKHU�
HQW�50�१LV�SRVLWLRQ�LV�UDWKHU�SX]]OLQJ��QRW�OHDVW�RI�DOO�EHFDXVH�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�
ORJLF� WKDW�XQLWHV� WKH� WZR�HOHPHQWV� LQ� WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJHۚWKH�GHSLFWLRQ�
RI� WKH�੟UVW�PXUGHU�RFFDVLRQLQJ�D� VWULGHQW� FRQGHPQDWLRQ�RI� WKLV� FULPH�DV�
HTXLYDOHQW�WR�NLOOLQJ�DOO�KXPDQLW\ۚLV�QRW�SDUWLFXODUO\�GL੡FXOW�WR�GLVFHUQ��

,�FDQQRW�DFFHSW�WKH�SUHPLVH�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJH۟V� LQFRKHUHQFH�� IRU�
LWV�PHVVDJH�LV�HQWLUHO\�FRJHQW�ERWK�LQ�LWVHOI�DQG�LQ�WKH�ODUJHU�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�
VĭUDK�51�+RZHYHU��,�ZRXOG�DJUHH�ZLWK�*HLJHU�WKDW�WKH�FRLQFLGHQFH�EHWZHHQ�
WKH�०UʀÃQ�DQG� WKH�0LVKQDK�KHUH� LV� WRR�PXFK� WR� LJQRUH�� ,I�RQH�FDUHIXOO\�
FRPSDUHV� WKH� TXUʀÃQLF� DQG�PLVKQDLF� SDVVDJHV�� LW� LV� GL੡FXOW� WR� DYRLG� WKH�
FRQFOXVLRQ� WKDW� WKH� IRUPHU�QRW� RQO\�SUHVXSSRVHV� WKH� ODग़HU�� EHWUD\LQJ� LWV�
IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�WKDW�WH[WXDO�SUHFXUVRU�LQ�VHYHUDO�ZD\V��EXW�LV�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�
D� GHOLEHUDWH� UHVFULSWLQJ� RI� WKH� UDEELQLF� WH[W�52�0RUHRYHU�� FRQVLGHUDWLRQ� RI�
KRZ�WKH�PLVKQDLF�SDVVDJH�LV�EHLQJ�UHVFULSWHG��DQG�WR�ZKDW�HQG��PD\��LQ�WKH�
੟QDO�DQDO\VLV��DOORZ�XV�WR�DGYDQFH�D�K\SRWKHVLV�DERXW�WKH�FRQWH[W�LQ�ZKLFK�
WKLV�SDVVDJH�ZDV�FRPSRVHG��:KLOH�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�PD[LPV�RI�
4b�����DQG�P��6DQK� 4:5 has been observed consistently since the time of 
*HLJHU��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�YLUWXDOO\�QR�VFKRODUO\�LQWHUHVW�LQ�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�ODUJ�
HU�OLWHUDU\�VHग़LQJ�LQ�WKH�0LVKQDK�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�RULJLQDO�UXOH�LV�ORFDWHG�DQG�
KRZ�WKLV�PLJKW�UHODWH�WR�WKH�UHSXUSRVLQJ�RI�WKLV�PDWHULDO�LQ�6ĭUDK��ۚWKDW�
LV��GLVFHUQLQJ�WKH�ODUJHU�WH[WXDO�ORJLFV�DW�ZRUN�ERWK�LQ�WKH�0LVKQDK�DQG�LQ�
WKH�०UʀÃQ��HVSHFLDOO\�KRZ�HDFK�WH[W�UHODWHV�WKH�UXOH�DERXW�PXUGHU�WR�WKH�
SULPRUGLDO�IUDWULFLGH��

-HLJHU��-XGDLVP�DQG�,VO£P����ۙ����6W��&ODLU�7LVGDOO�PDNHV�WKH�VDPH�SRLQW�LQ�2ULJ*ی���
LQDO�6RXUFHV����ۙ����ZKLFK� LV�XQVXUSULVLQJ�VLQFH�KH�� OLNH�*HLJHU��RIWHQ�HPSKDVL]HV�
0XԆDPPDG۟V�FRQIXVLRQ�DQG�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�LQFRKHUHQFH�RI�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�
�RU�DQ�HVSHFLDOO\�FRQYLQFLQJ�DQG�VHQVLWLYH�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�VWRU\�RQ�LWV(ی���
RZQ�WHUPV��VHH�-RKQ�.DOWQHU��,VKPDHO�,QVWUXFWV�,VDDF��$Q�,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�WKH�4XUɳDQ�
IRU� %LEOH� 5HDGHUV� �&ROOHJHYLOOH�� /LWXUJLFDO� 3UHVV�� ������� ��ۙ����.DOWQHU� DUJXHV� WKDW�
WKH�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�QDUUDWLYH�LV�VWHHSHG�LQ�LURQ\��2Q�WKH�RQH�KDQG��&DLQ�QHHGV�WKH�
ELUG�WR�LQVWUXFW�KLP�KRZ�WR�GLJ��DOWKRXJK�KH�KLPVHOI�LV�D�WLOOHU��ZKLFK�GHPRQVWUDWHV�
KLV�LQLWLDO�FOXHOHVVQHVV��ERWK�SUDFWLFDO�DQG�PRUDO��2Q�WKH�RWKHU��&DLQ۟V�UHSHQWDQFH�LV�
SURYLGHQWLDO��WULJJHUHG�E\�KLV�REVHUYDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ELUG��DQG�DOWKRXJK�KH�GRHV�FRPH�WR�
DQ�DZDUHQHVV�RI�KLV�SURSHU�UROH�UHJDUGLQJ�KLV�EURWKHUۚFRQWUDU\�WR�KLV�VWDWHPHQW�LQ�
WKH�ELEOLFDO�RULJLQDO��*HQ�������KH�LV�KLV�EURWKHU۟V�NHHSHU�DIWHU�DOOۚLQ�WKH�HQG��KH�UH�
PDLQV�LJQRUDQW�RI�*RG۟V�UROH�LQ�WKH�DIIDLU��DQG�WKXV�RI�KLV�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�WKH�&UHDWRU�
��XVH�RI�WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�ZULWLQJ�KHUH�DQG�WKURXJKRXW�WKLV�DUWLFOH�LV�QRW�PHDQW\0ی���
to foreclose upon the possibility that the reception of older material and the com�
SRVLWLRQ� RI� WKH� TXUʀÃQLF� FRUSXV�ZHUH� RUDO� SURFHVVHV�� ۢ5HVFULSWLQJۣ�PD\� EH� WDNHQ�
PHWDSKRULFDOO\��DV�SRLQWLQJ�WR�D�SURFHVV�RI�RUDO�UHIRUPXODWLRQ�
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&RQVLGHULQJ� WKH� ODUJHU� OLWHUDU\�FRQWH[W� LQ�ZKLFK� WKH�SDUDOOHO�SDVVDJHV�
DSSHDU�LQ�ERWK�WKH�०UʀÃQ�DQG�WKH�0LVKQDK�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKDW�WKH�WZR�SDV�
VDJHV�DUH�OLQNHG�WKURXJK�D�PXFK�ODUJHU�QHWZRUN�RI�LQWHUWH[WXDO�DOOXVLRQV��
१H�RYHUDUFKLQJ�WKHPH�RI�WUDFWDWH�6DQKHGULQ LV�MXGJPHQW��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKH�
constitution of courts that may administer the law legitimately in accor�
GDQFH�ZLWK� WKH�SUHFHSWV�RI�7RUDK�� ,W� LV�FHUWDLQO\�UHOHYDQW� WR�RXU� LQWHUHVWV�
here that the procedures concerning capital cases brought before the San�
KHGULQ�SUHGRPLQDWH�LQ�WKH�WUDFWDWH��DQG�FKDSWHU���LV�HQWLUHO\�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�
WKH�VSHFLDO�FRQVLGHUDWLRQV�VXFK�SURFHHGLQJV�HQWDLO�53�१XV��WKH�PHQWLRQ�RI�
Cain’s killing of Abel is prompted here by a reference to the grave admoni�
WLRQV�WKDW�DUH�WR�EH�LVVXHG�WR�ZLWQHVVHV�LQ�VXFK�FDVHV��LW�LV�LQ�WKLV�FRQWH[W�WKDW�
WKH�0LVKQDK�DUWLFXODWHV�LWV�IDPRXV�PD[LP�DERXW�WKH�YDOXH�RI�KXPDQ�OLIH�

In capital cases the witness is accountable for the blood of the accused and 
WKH�EORRG�RI�WKH�GHVFHQGDQWV�KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�KDG�IRU�DOO�HWHUQLW\��6R�ZH�KDYH�
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�&DLQ��ZKR�VOHZ�KLV�EURWKHUۚDV�LW�LV�ZULग़HQ��ۢ१H�YRLFH�
of your brother’s blood (GÃP°P��>OLW��EORRGV@�FULHV�RXW�WR�PHbۣ۬  �*HQ��������,W�
VD\V�ۢ\RXU�EURWKHU۟V�EORRGVۣ�DQG�QRW�ۢ\RXU�EURWKHU۟V�EORRG�ۣ �IRU�LW�UHIHUV�WR�
ERWK�>$EHO۟V@�EORRG�DQG�WKH�EORRG�RI�KLV�GHVFHQGDQWVb۬

१HUHIRUH�ZDV�PDQ�FUHDWHG�DORQH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DW�੟UVW��WR�WHDFK�\RX�WKDW�WKH�
RQH�ZKR�FDXVHV�D�VLQJOH�VRXO�WR�SHULVK��VFULSWXUH�LPSXWHV�LW�WR�KLP�DV�LI�KH�
KDG�FDXVHG�DQ�HQWLUH�ZRUOG�WR�SHULVK��WKH�RQH�ZKR�SUHVHUYHV�D�VLQJOH�VRXO��
VFULSWXUH�LPSXWHV�LW�WR�KLP�DV�LI�KH�KDG�SUHVHUYHG�DQ�HQWLUH�ZRUOG�54

१H�LGLRPDWLF�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�ۢEORRGVۣ of Cain’s brother (GїP¬�ɳÃӒ°NÃ) 
crying out to God is glossed as meaning that because God established hu�
PDQLW\�E\� FUHDWLQJ�D� VLQJOH�SHUVRQ��ZKHQ�RQH�RI�$GDP۟V� VRQV�NLOOHG� WKH�
RWKHU�� LW�ZDV�QRW�RQO\�WKH�OLIH�RI�$EHO�KLPVHOI�WKDW�GHPDQGHG�UHWULEXWLRQ��
5DWKHU��WKRVH�RI�KLV�FRXQWOHVV�XQERUQ�GHVFHQGDQWV�GLG�VR�DV�ZHOO��IRU�DOO�RI�
WKHLU�OLYHVۚWKHLU�ۢEORRGVۣۚZHUH�H[WLQJXLVKHG�ZKHQ�$EHO�ZDV�VODLQ�55 

�RU�RXU�SXUSRVHV�KHUH��LW�LV�LUUHOHYDQW�ZKHWKHU�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�6DQKHGULQۚLI�WKHUH(ی���
HYHU�UHDOO\�ZDV�VXFK�DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ��DW�OHDVW�DV�WKH�UDEELV�LPDJLQHG�LWۚHYHU�KDG�WKH�
SRZHU� WR� WU\� FDSLWDO� FDVHV��%HWK�%HUNRZLW]�DUJXHV�HOHJDQWO\� IRU�D� UHDGLQJ�RI� WKLV�
PLVKQDLF�WUDFWDWH�LQ�V\PEROLF�DQG�ULWXDOL]HG�WHUPV��LQ�KHU�YLHZ��DV�D�FRPSRVLWLRQ�WKH�
tractate tells us more about the rabbinic construction of authority than about actu�
al historical circumstances (see ([HFXWLRQ�DQG�,QYHQWLRQ��'HDWK�3HQDOW\�'LVFRXUVH�LQ�
(DUO\�5DEELQLF�DQG�&KULVWLDQ�&XOWXUHV�>2[IRUG��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV������@��FK�����
�� �0��6DQKی�����
�5HXYHQی��� )LUHVWRQH� LV� WKH� ODWHVW� LQ� D� VHULHV� RI� FRPPHQWDWRUV� WR� SRLQW� RXW� WKDW�
whereas the Mishnah here invokes the precedent set by Cain on the basis of the spe�
FLILF�SKUDVLQJ�RI�WKH�*HQHVLV�SURRIWH[W��WKDW�SKUDVLQJ�KDV�QR�SDUDOOHO�LQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�
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१LV�H[HJHVLV� WKHQ� OHDGV� WR� WKH�FLWDWLRQ�RI� WKH�PD[LP�� WKH� WDNLQJ�RI�D�
VLQJOH�OLIH�LV�OLNH�WDNLQJ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�DOO�KXPDQLW\��ZKLOH�WKH�VSDULQJ�RI�RQH�
OLIH�LV�FRPSDUDEOH�WR�VSDULQJ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�DOO��)RU�WKLV�UHDVRQ�ZDV�KXPDQLW\�
FUHDWHG�IURP�D�VLQJOH�VRXO��DQG�WKXV�GLG�&DLQ۟V�PXUGHU�RI�KLV�EURWKHU�FDXVH�
DOO�KLV�XQERUQ�SURJHQ\�WR�FU\�IRU�MXVWLFH��EHFDXVH�RQH�OLIH�LV�WDQWDPRXQW�WR�
PDQ\�OLYHVۚSHUKDSV�WKH�OLYHV�RI�DOO�EHLQJV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��१XV��MXGJHV�DQG�
ZLWQHVVHV�LQ�FDSLWDO�FDVHV��LQ�ZKLFK�D�KXPDQ�OLIH�LV�DW�VWDNH��PXVW�WDNH�WKHLU�
UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�YHU\�VHULRXVO\�LQGHHG�

१H�SDVVDJH� LQ� WKH�0LVKQDK� JRHV� RQ� WR� JLYH� RWKHU� UHDVRQV� IRU�*RG۟V�
FUHDWLRQ�RI�KXPDQLW\� WKURXJK� WKH�RULJLQDO� �DQG�RULJLQDOO\�XQLTXH��SURWR�
SODVW�$GDP��1RWDEO\��WKH�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SDUDOOHO�VHOGRP�LI�HYHU�
WDNHV�WKH�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH�LQWR�DFFRXQW��SUHVXPDEO\�GHHPLQJ�LW�
LUUHOHYDQW�IRU�RXU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�ۢUHFHSWLRQۣ�RI�WKH�PLVKQDLF�
material:

>+XPDQLW\�ZDV�DOVR�FUHDWHG�IURP�D�VLQJOH�VRXO@�IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�PDLQWDLQLQJ�
SHDFH�DPRQJ�*RG۟V�FUHDWXUHV��VR�WKDW�RQH�SHUVRQ�VKRXOG�QRW�VD\�WR�KLV�IHOORZ��
ۢ0\�IDWKHU�ZDV�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�\RXUVۣ��DQG�DOVR�VR�VHFWDULDQV��P°Q°Q) should not 
VD\��ۢ१HUH�DUH�PDQ\�SRZHUV�LQ�KHDYHQ�ۣ �,W�DOVR�WHDFKHV�*RG۟V�JUHDWQHVV��IRU�
ZKLOH�D�PDQ�PD\�VWDPS�PDQ\�FRLQV�ZLWK�RQH�SUHVV��WKH\�ZLOO�DOO�FRPH�RXW�
WKH�VDPH��ZKLOH�WKH�.LQJ�RI�$OO�.LQJV��EOHVVHG�EH�+H��VWDPSV�DOO�SHRSOH�ZLWK�
RQH�SUHVV�DQG�\HW�WKH\�DOO�FRPH�RXW�GLਫ਼HUHQW��१XV��DQ\RQH�PD\�MXVWL੟DEO\�
VD\��ۢ)RU�P\�VDNH�ZDV�WKH�ZRUOG�FUHDWHG�ۣ 56

१H�VXEWH[WV�RI�WKLV�SDVVDJH�DUH�FRPSOH[��१H�RYHUDUFKLQJ�WKHPH�LV�RQH�RI�
HTXDOLW\�DQG�VLQJXODULW\��SHRSOH�DOO�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�RULJLQ�DQG�DUH�DOO�FUHDWHG�
HTXDO�E\�*RG��DQG�VR�DOO�OLYHV�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�YDOXH��WKH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�LQGLYLG�
XDOV�QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ��%XW�WKH�LPSOLHG�XV�of the passage is of course not a 
XQLYHUVDO� KXPDQLW\�� EXW� UDWKHU� WKH� LGHDOL]HG� -HZLVK� VXEMHFW� WKDW� UDEELQLF�
WH[WV�DGGUHVVۚRU�UDWKHU�FRQVWUXFWۚDV�WKHLU�DXGLHQFH�57

:KLOH�$GDP� LV� QDWXUDOO\� UHFRJQL]HG� DV� WKH� DQFHVWRU� RI� DOO� KXPDQLW\��
JHQWLOHV�DQG�,VUDHO�DOLNH��WKH�UHIHUHQFH�WR�ۢVHFWDULDQVۣ��P°Q°Q�or�P°Q°P) here 
LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�SDUWLFXODU�VRUWV�RI�FRPPXQDO�FRQFHUQV�DUH�DW�KDQG��,W�LV�QRW�
farfetched to imagine that the lesson communicated here is that one -HZ�

RU�$UDELF��PDNLQJ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ۟V�GHSHQGHQFH�RQ�WKH�PLVKQDLF�SUHFXUVRU�HYHQ�PRUH�
FRQVSLFXRXV��VHH�$]DLH]�HW�DO���HGV����7KH�4XUڥDQ�6HPLQDU�&RPPHQWDU\������ 
�� �0��6DQKی�����FRQWLQXHG�
�5DEELQLF�WUDGLWLRQ�UHFRJQL]HV�D�FRQFHSW�RI�JHQWLOH�PRUDO�FDSDFLW\�DQG�DFFRXQWی���
DELOLW\��PRVW�IDPRXVO\�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�LGHD�RI�WKH�1RDFKLDQ�FRPPDQGPHQWV�WKDW�
WKH�&UHDWRU�H[SHFWV�DOO�SHRSOH�WR�REVHUYH��1HYHUWKHOHVV��LW�LV�KLJKO\�SUREDEOH�WKDW�WKH�
UXOH�LV�KHUH�UHODWHG�IRU�WKH�EHQHILW�RI�-HZV��QRW�D�JHQHULF�KXPDQLW\�
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VKRXOG�QRW� VD\� WR�DQRWKHU� WKDW�KH� LV�JUHDWHU�� DOO�PHPEHUV�RI� WKH�੠RFN�RI�
,VUDHO�DUH�HTXDO��ZKLOH�SHUKDSV�LPSOLFLWO\�EHLQJ�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�JHQWLOHV��१H�
HTXDOLW\� RI� SHRSOH�PD\�EH� GLVFHUQHG� IURP� WKHLU� FRPPRQ�GHVFHQW� IURP�D�
VLQJOH�DQFHVWRU��LQ�WXUQ��ZH�VKRXOG�DOVR�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�WKH�&UHDWRU�LV�XQLWDU\�
DV�ZHOO�IURP�WKLV��+RZHYHU��VRPH��VSHFL੟FDOO\�GHVLJQDWHG�DV�P°Q°P�RU�ۢVHF�
WDULDQVۣ� �ZKRHYHU�VXFK�KHUHWLFV�PD\�EH��ZKHWKHU�*QRVWLFV��&KULVWLDQV��RU�
others) countenance the possibility of multiple divine powers or aspects or 
K\SRVWDVHV��,URQLFDOO\��JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH�SRLQW�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH�LV�WR�GHQRXQFH�WKH�
FRPPXQDO�VWULIH�FDXVHG�E\�VHFWDULDQV�� WKH� WKHRORJLFDO� VSHFXODWLRQ�RI�VDLG�
sectarians is asserted to place them beyond the bounds of belonging to the 
FRPPXQLW\�RI�,VUDHO��%\�GHQ\LQJ�WKDW�XQLW\�DERYH��WKH\�GLVUXSW�XQLW\�EHORZ��
DQG�VR�PXVW�EH�H[FOXGHG�IURP�LW��

१H� IDPRXV�Xग़HUDQFH�Dग़ULEXWHG� WR� WKH�P°Q°PۚQDPHO\� that there are 
ۢWZR�SRZHUV�LQ�KHDYHQۣۚKDV�EHHQ�ZLGHO\�GLVFXVVHG��,Q�WKH�SDVW��LW�ZDV�XQ�
GHUVWRRG�HLWKHU�WR�FRQ੟UP�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�*QRVWLFLVP�LQ�੟UVW�FHQWXU\�-HZ�
LVK�FLUFOHV�DV�D�GLVWLQFW�FRPPXQDO�IRUPDWLRQ��RU�HOVH�WR�SRLQW�WR�DQ�HDUO\�DQG�
normative distinction between Jews and Christians based on dichotomous 
WKHRORJLHV�58�,Q�FRQWUDVW��FRQWHPSRUDU\�VFKRODUVKLS�KDV�WHQGHG�WR�UHFRJQL]H�
the invocation of the term P°Q°P�as signaling a discursive turn towards 
LVVXHV�RI�FRPPXQDO�LQWHJULW\�DQG�LGHQWLW\�LQ�UDEELQLF�OLWHUDU\�VRXUFHV��UH�
JDUGOHVV�RI�ZKHWKHU�WKHVH�ۢVHFWDULDQVۣ�DUH�FRQFHLYHG�DVۚRU�DFWXDOO\�UHSUH�
VHQWۚKHUHWLFV��&KULVWLDQV��*QRVWLFV��RU�MXVW�VWUDZ�PHQ�59

१LV�LV�WR�VD\�WKDW�EH\RQG�LWV�VXSHU੟FLDOO\�HJDOLWDULDQ�PHVVDJH��WKLV�SDV�
VDJH�LV�DERXW�HWKQRSROLWLFV�DQG�FRPPXQDO�ERXQGDULHV��(PEHGGHG�LQ�D�ODUJHU�
GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�MXGLFLDO�DXWKRULW\�DQG�WKH�OHJLWLPDF\�RI�SXQLWLYH�YLROHQFH��
ZH�੟QG�D�VXEWOH�DQG�FRQFHQWUDWHG�UH੠HFWLRQ�XSRQ�FRPPXQDO�VWDELOLW\�DQG�
WKH�FODLPV�WKDW�SRWHQWLDOO\�GLVUXSW�LW��$V�*RG�LV�RQH�DQG�FUHDWHV�DOO�DV�RQH��

��7KH�OLWHUDWXUH�GHEDWLQJ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�ۢWZR�SRZHUVۣ�WUDGLWLRQ�LV�VXEVWDQWLDOی���
)RU�UHFHQW�FRQWULEXWLRQV��VHH�$GLHO�6FKUHPHU��ۢ0LGUDVK��7KHRORJ\��DQG�+LVWRU\��7ZR�
3RZHUV�LQ�+HDYHQ�5HYLVLWHG�ۣ �-RXUQDO�IRU�WKH�6WXG\�RI�-XGDLVP�������������ۙ����DQG�
FRPSDUH�WKH�LQWURGXFWRU\�FRPPHQWV�LQ�$QGUHL�$��2UORY��7KH�*ORU\�RI�WKH�,QYLVLEOH�
*RG��7ZR�3RZHUV� LQ�+HDYHQ�7UDGLWLRQV�DQG�(DUO\�&KULVWRORJ\� �/RQGRQ��7	7�&ODUN��
������DQG�WKH�ELEOLRJUDSK\�WKHUHLQ�
���7KHی� UDEELQLF� FRQVWUXFWLRQ� RI� RUWKRGR[\� DQG� WKH� SROHPLF� DJDLQVW�P°Q°P has 
EHHQ�GHEDWHG�H[WHQVLYHO\��VHH��H�J���'DQLHO�%R\DULQ��%RUGHU�/LQHV��7KH�3DUWLWLRQ�RI�-X-
GDHR�&KULVWLDQLW\��3KLODGHOSKLD��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3HQQV\OYDQLD�3UHVV���������&KULVWLQH�
(��+D\HV��ۢ7KH�۞2WKHU۟�LQ�5DEELQLF�/LWHUDWXUH�ۣ �LQ�&KDUORWWH�(OLVKHYD�)RQUREHUW�DQG�
0DUWLQ�6��-DIIHH��HGV����7KH�&DPEULGJH�&RPSDQLRQ�WR�WKH�7DOPXG�DQG�5DEELQLF�/LWHU-
DWXUH��&DPEULGJH��&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV������������ۙ�����DQG�$GLHO�6FKUHPHU��
%URWKHUV�(VWUDQJHG��+HUHV\��&KULVWLDQLW\��DQG�-HZLVK�,GHQWLW\�LQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\� �2[�
IRUG��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��������
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SHRSOHۚWKDW�LV��WKH�SHRSOH�,VUDHOۚVKRXOG�DOVR�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�RQHQHVV�RI�*RG�
DQG�KXPDQLW\��DQG�DYRLG�FRQWHQWLRXV�SDUWLFXODULVW�FODLPV�WKDW�FRXOG�FDXVH�
VWULIH��ZKHWKHU� LW� LV�H[DOWLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�DERYH�RWKHUV�RU�GHQ\LQJ�WKH�VLQ�
JXODULW\�RI�WKH�GLYLQH�FUHDWRU��,I�WKHUH�UHDOO\�LV�D�XQLYHUVDOL]LQJ�VHQWLPHQW�
KHUHۚZLWK� WKH� HTXDOLW\�RI� DOO� KXPDQLW\�ZULW� ODUJH� DW� VWDNHۚLW� LV� KDUG� WR�
UHFRQFLOH�WKLV�ZLWK�WKH�EURDGHU�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKH�SDVVDJH��ZKLFK�LV�TXLWH�
੟QHO\�Dग़XQHG�WR�WKH�IDPLOLDU�FRPPXQDO�FRQFHUQV�WKDW�RॗHQ�DELGH�LQ�UDE�
ELQLF�VRXUFHV�60

&RUUXSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�/DQG� �H�3ULPRUGLDO�)UDWULFLGH࢒�
DV�$GPRQLWLRQ�WR�WKH�-HZV

1XPHURXV�PRGHUQ�FRPPHQWDWRUV�RQ�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�SDVVDJH�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�
0ÃʀLGDK�KDYH�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�WKH�RYHUDUFKLQJ�SRLQW�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�UHLQWHU�
SUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\�LV�WR�DOLJQ�LWV�SURSKHW�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�ZLWK�$EHO��WKH�
ULJKWHRXV�YLFWLP�RI�DJJUHVVLRQ��ZKLOH�YLOLI\LQJ� WKHLU� -HZLVK�RSSRQHQWV�DV�
ODग़HU�GD\�HPERGLPHQWV�RI�&DLQ��१H�GXDO�LQWHJUDWLRQ�RI�-HZLVK�DQG�&KULV�
WLDQ�VXEWH[WV�LQ�WKH�SDVVDJH�WKXV�VHUYHV�WKH�SULPDU\�DJHQGD�RI�D�KHUPHQHX�
WLF�UHRULHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�DFFRXQW�61 I agree with the fundamentals of 
WKLV�FKDUDFWHUL]DWLRQ��EXW�ZRXOG�JR�PXFK�IXUWKHU�WKDQ�WKLV��)LUVW�� LW� LV�WKH�

�7KXV��ZH�PLJKW�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�WKH�DGGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�%DYOL�WKDW�UHVWULFWV�WKH�DSSOLFDی���
WLRQ�RI�WKH�UXOHۚۢWKH�RQH�ZKR�FDXVHV�D�VLQJOH�VRXO�WR�SHULVK�LQ�,VUDHOۣۚڲLV�SHUKDSV�
not so much changing the valence of an originally universalizing statement as it is 
PHUHO\�PDNLQJ�H[SOLFLW�D�SDUWLFXODULVW�VHQWLPHQW�WKDW�ZDV�DOZD\V�LPSOLFLW��7KLV�LV�WKH�
YLHZ�RI�8UEDFK��ZKR�HPSKDVL]HV�WKDW�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�FRQWH[W�LQ�WUDFWDWH�6DQKHGULQ��
the Mishnah is addressing the situation in which Jews are bearing witness against 
RWKHU�-HZV�DFFXVHG�RI�FDSLWDO�FULPHV��ۢ۞.RO�KD�PHTD\\HP �ۣ۟ �������
���6HH��H�J���5RELQVRQ��ZKR�REVHUYHV�WKH�YHU\�VWURQJ�V\PPHWU\�EHWZHHQ�YY����ۙی���
DQG� ��ۙ����ZKLFK� HVWDEOLVK� D� YLJRURXV� DQG� GLUHFW� SDUDOOHO� EHWZHHQ�&DLQ� DQG� WKH�
-HZV�DV�SRWHQWLDOO\�IUDWULFLGDO�LI�WDNHQ�DV�DOOLHV��ۢ+DQGV�2XWVWUHWFKHG�ۣ ���ۙ�����DQG�
FRPSDUH�:LW]WXP��ۢ7KH�6\ULDF�0LOLHX�RI�WKH�4XUDQ�ۣ ����ۙ�����ZKHUH�&DLQ�LV�XQGHU�
VWRRG�DV�D�ۢOLWHUDU\�SUR[\ۣ�IRU�WKH�-HZV��������,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�XVH�RI�WKHVH�
ILJXUHV��WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�ZLFNHG�&DLQ۟V�DJJUHVVLRQ�DJDLQVW�KLV�ULJKWHRXV�EURWKHU�$EHO�
ZDV�LQYRNHG�LQ�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�LQWUD�FRPPXQDO�YLROHQFH�LQ�HDUO\�0XVOLP�GLVFRXUVH��
DQG�WKH�RULJLQDO�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�DOOHJRU\�ZDV�PRVWO\�IRUJRWWHQ��$V�YDQ�(VV�
KDV�GHPRQVWUDWHG��VRPH�HDUO\�FRPPHQWDWRUV�SUHVHQWHG�WKH�LPDJH�RI�$EHO۟V�SDVVLYH�
DFTXLHVFHQFH�DV�D�PRGHO�IRU�WKH�EHKDYLRU�RI�XSULJKW�0XVOLPV�GXULQJ�WKH�RXWEUHDN�
RI�FLYLO�ZDU�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��UHIXVLQJ�WR�ILJKW�RWKHU�0XVOLPV�DQG�DWRQLQJ�IRU�WKHLU�
VLQV�WKURXJK�SDVVLYH�DFFHSWDQFH�RI�GHDWK�DW�WKH�KDQGV�RI�RWKHUV��6HH�-RVHI�YDQ�(VV��
ۢ8QIHUWLJH�6WXGLHQ����'HU�%UXGHUPRUG�GHV�.DLQ�DXV�WKHRORJLVFKHU�6LFKW�ۣ �$VLDWLVFKH�
6WXGLHQ��WXGHV�$VLDWLTXHV���������������ۙ����
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०UʀÃQ۟V�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�0LVKQDK�LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKDW� LV�PRVW�VLJQL੟�
FDQW��DV�,�KDYH�DOUHDG\�VKRZQ��WKDW�HQJDJHPHQW�LV�UDWKHU�PRUH�SURIRXQG��
H[WHQVLYH��DQG�GHOLEHUDWH�WKDQ�KDV�VRPHWLPHV�EHHQ�UHFRJQL]HG��0RUHRYHU��
the revisiting and reorientation of mishnaic motifs here is entirely purpose�
IXO��WKH�SDVVDJH�QRW�RQO\�FDVWV�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW۟V�-HZLVK�RSSRQHQWV�DV�
KHLUV�RI�&DLQ��EXW�DSSURSULDWHV�DQG�UHVWUXFWXUHV�WKH�ORJLF�RI�WKH�ODUJHU�PLVK�
naic passage to present the claim that the shedding of Jewish blood is licit 
according to principles adumbrated LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�VFULSWXUH��ZKLFK�,VUDHO�UHF�
RJQL]HV��RU�VKRXOG�UHFRJQL]H��DV�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKHLU�ODZ�

१LV�LV�QRW�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKH�DSSURSULDWLRQ�RI�&KULVWLDQ�QDUUDWLYH�FXUUHQWV�LQ�
WKLV�SDVVDJH�LV�XQLPSRUWDQW��RU�WKDW�ZH�VKRXOG�GLVUHJDUG�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK۟V�
SDUWLFXODU�DQWL�&KULVWLDQ��RU�EURDGO\�DQWL�ۢ,VUDHOLWH�ۣ �WKDW�LV��WDUJHWLQJ�ERWK�
-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV��PHVVDJLQJ��LQ�ZKLFK�LWV�DQWL�-HZLVK�UKHWRULF�LV�HPEHG�
GHG��+HUH��WKH�DQDO\VLV�RI�&X\SHUV�PD\�EH�HVSHFLDOO\�JHUPDQH��IRU�KH�ORFDWHV�
RXU�SDVVDJH�LQ�WKH�ODUJHU�VWUXFWXUDO�FRQWH[W�RI�YY����ۙ����D�XQLW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
VĭUDK�WR�ZKLFK�KH�DVVLJQV�WKH�UXEULF�ۢ WKH�SXQLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�UHEHO�FKLOGUHQ�RI�
,VUDHO�ۣ �&X\SHUV�GLYLGHV�WKH�VĭUDK�LQWR�WZR�KDOYHV��ZLWK�WKH�PDMRU�WKHPH�RI�
WKH�੟UVW�KDOI��YY���ۙ����EHLQJ�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�D�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�WKURXJK�
WKH�UHYHODWLRQ�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ��१H�LQLWLDO�VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU�GUDZ�D�VKDUS�
FRQWUDVW�EHWZHHQ�ۢ\RX�ZKR�EHOLHYHۣ (DOOÃGKíQD�ÃPDQĭ��� IRU�ZKRP�D�TXD�
VL�,VUDHOLWH�FRGH�RI�EHKDYLRU�PDLQO\�FHQWHULQJ�RQ�SXULW\� LV� OHJLVODWHG��DQG�
RWKHU��GH੟FLHQW�PRQRWKHLVWV�ZKR�DUH�FULWLTXHG�IRU�WKHLU�VKRUWFRPLQJV��१H\�
DUH�YDULRXVO\�LGHQWL੟HG�LQ�WKH�੟UVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�VĭUDK�as Israel (EDQí�LVUÃɳíO��YY��
���������WKH�3HRSOH�RI�6FULSWXUH��DOOÃGKíQD�ĭWĭڥ�O�NLWÃE�or simply�DKO�DO�NLWÃE� 
YY��������������-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV��\DKĭG�and QDԐÃUÃ��YY�����������DQG�ۢWKH�
SHRSOH�RI�WKH�*RVSHOۣ��DKO�DO�LQMíO� Y������62 

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�&X\SHUV��WKH�VĭUDK�UHDFKHV�DQ�LQLWLDO�FUHVFHQGR�LQ�YY����ۙ
����LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW۟V�DXWKRULW\�DV�MXGJH�LV�DVVHUWHG�QRW�RQO\�
RYHU�KLV�IROORZHUV��EXW�VHHPLQJO\�RYHU�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�DV�ZHOO��EHIRUH�
the transition to the second half of the VĭUDK����ۙ������LQ�ZKLFK�&KULVWLDQV�
DUH�VXPPRQHG�WR�HQWHU�WKH�QHZ�FRYHQDQW�ZLWK�WKH�EHOLHYHUV��,I�RQH�IROORZV�
&X\SHUV۟V�OLQH�RI�UHDVRQLQJ�DERXW�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�੟UVW�SDUW�RI�WKH�VĭUDK��
WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�SDVVDJH�DSSHDUV�LQ�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�WKLV�VHTXHQFH�RI�YHUVHV��
which would seem to highlight its importance for the underlying argument 
RI� WKLV� SRUWLRQ�RI� WKH� WH[W��१LV� LV�QRW� DFFLGHQWDO�� IRU�&X\SHUV� DYHUV� WKDW�

�7KHی��� ORFXWLRQ�DKO�DO�LQMíO� LV�XQLTXH� WR�4b������DQG� LWV�REYLRXV�FRXQWHUSDUW��DKO�
DO�WDZUÃK��GRHV�QRW�DSSHDU�LQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�DW�DOO��WKRXJK�LW�LV�FRPPRQ�LQ�ODWHU�0XVOLP�
GLVFRXUVH�RQ�WKH�%LEOH�DQG�-HZV��1HYHUWKHOHVV��UHSHDWHG�PHQWLRQ�LV�PDGH�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�
0ÃʀLGDK�WR�WKH�7RUDK�VSHFLILFDOO\��DQG�LWV�UHFLSLHQWV۟�UHIXVDO�WR�IROORZ�LW���VRPHWLPHV�
MX[WDSRVHG�ZLWK�WKH�*RVSHO�DQG�UHYHODWLRQ�WR�,VUDHO�LQ�JHQHUDO��H�J���4b����ۙ����
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0XԆDPPDG۟V�DXWKRULW\�DV�DUELWHU�DQG�MXGJH�UHVWV�RQ�WKH�OLFHQVH�WR�HQJDJH�
LQ�WKH�OHJLWLPDWH�YLROHQFH�RI�UHWDOLDWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�JUDQWHG�LQ�Y�����63

$OWKRXJK� KLV� VWUXFWXUDOLVW� DSSURDFK� KDV� PHW� ZLWK� VKDUS� FULWLTXH��
Cuypers’s analysis at the very least encourages us to consider the func�
WLRQ�RI�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�SHULFRSH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ODUJHU�PHVVDJH�RI�6ĭUDW�DO�
0ÃʀLGDK�64�+HUH�WKH�०UʀÃQ�SRVLWLRQV�ERWK�LWV�RZQ�DXWKRULW\�DQG�WKDW�RI�LWV�
prophet above that of the older revelations and communities to which it is 
WKH�VXFFHVVRU��$UJXDEO\�WKLV�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�VWURQJO\�VXSHUVHVVLRQLVW�Vĭ-
UDKV�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ��KHUH�WKH�FODLPV�RI�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�WR�VSHFLDO�FKRVHQ�
VWDWXV�DUH�FRQWHVWHGۚHVSHFLDOO\�VLQFH�WKH\�KDYH�PLVLQWHUSUHWHG�DQG�IDLOHG�
WR�IXO੟OO�WKHLU�FRYHQDQWV��H�J���Y�����ۚZKLOH�WKH�FKRVHQ�VWDWXV�RI�WKH�XPPDK�
LV�DVVHUWHG��RQ�WKH�YHU\�EDVLV�RI�WKHLU�DQWLFLSDWHG��RU�FXUUHQW"��IXO੟OOPHQW�
RI�WKHLU�FRYHQDQWDO�REOLJDWLRQV��१LV�LV�LPSOLHG�E\�WKH�YHU\�੟UVW�OLQH�RI�WKH�
VĭUDK: \Ã�D\\XKÃ� �OOÃGKíQDڥ ÃPDQĭ� DZIĭ� ELڥO�ɴXTĭGL�� ۢ2� \RX�ZKR� EHOLHYH��
IXO੟OO�WKH�VWLSXODWLRQV�ۣ 65�$V�LQ�ROGHU�&KULVWLDQ�GLVFRXUVH�YLV�¢�YLV�WKH�%LEOH�
DQG�WKH�-HZV��WKH�VXSHUVHVVLRQLVW�LPSXOVH�LV�KHUH�PDQLIHVW�LQ�WZLQ�JHVWXUHV�
RI�GHOHJLWLPDWLRQ��DV�LQ�YY����ۙ����ZKLFK�VWDWH�WKDW�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�DUH�
not real monotheists and falsely assert their elect status) and appropriation 
�DV�LQ�YY����ۙ����LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�ELEOLFDO�OH[�WDOLRQLV�LV�UHLWHUDWHG�DQG�H[SDQGHG��
DQG�WKXV�YDORUL]HG�DV�DQ�DVSHFW�RI�०UʀÃQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�7RUDK�RU�*RVSHO��66 

�6HH�&X\SHUV��7KH�%DQTXHW�����ۙ���� ,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRWH�WKDW�YY����ۙ���KDYHی���
sometimes been seen as maladroit in the VĭUDK��EXW�&X\SHUV�DUJXHV�TXLWH�FRQYLQF�
LQJO\�WKDW�WKLV�VHJPHQW�� WKH�HIIHFWLYH�FHQWHU�RI� WKH�FKDSWHU��VKRXOG�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�
DV�NH\�WR�GHFLSKHULQJ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�ZKROH��*LYHQ�WKDW�WKH�OHJLWLPDWLRQ�RI�YL�
ROHQFH�� WKH�WKHPH�RI� WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�� LV�FUXFLDO� WR�WKH�
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW۟V�DXWKRULW\��ZH�FDQ�VHH�TXLWH�FOHDUO\�KHUH�WKDW�
structural analysis makes a critical contribution to our interpretation of the purpose 
EHKLQG�WKH�4XUʀÃQ۟V�DSSURSULDWLRQ�DQG�GHSOR\PHQW�RI�PLVKQDLF�PDWHULDO�
�\RU�VXFK�D�FULWLTXH��VHH�1LFRODL�6LQDL��ۢ5HYLHZ�(VVD(ی����*RLQJ�$URXQG�LQ�&LUFOHV�ۣ �
JQS ����� �������� ���ۙ����� VHH� DOVR� KLV� EULHI� FRPPHQWV� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH� VWUXFWXUH� RI�
6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�LQ�ۢ7RZDUGV�D�5HGDFWLRQDO�+LVWRU\�RI�WKH�0HGLQDQ�4XU۟DQ��$�&DVH�
6WXG\�RI�6ĭUDW�DO�1LVÃʀ� �4b���DQG�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK� �4b���ۣ � LQ�0DULDQQD�.ODU� �HG����
6WUXFWXUDO�'LYLGHUV�LQ�WKH�4XUڥDQ��$ELQJGRQ��5RXWOHGJH������������ۙ��������ۙ����
ۣ�\RPSDUH�DOVR�Y�����WKH�EHOLHYHUV�VDLG�ۢZH�KHDU�DQG�REH&ی��� �LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�-HZV۟�
GLVWRUWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�FRPPDQGHG�WR�XWWHU��Y�����DQG�����DV�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�
4XUʀÃQ��DQG�WKH�IDLOXUH�RI�ERWK�WKH�-HZV�DQG�WKH�&KULVWLDQV�WR�XSKROG�WKHLU�SOHGJHV�
�YY����ۙ����DQG�OLNHZLVH�VLPLODUO\�H[SUHVVHG�HOVHZKHUH��
���ۙ����UHIHU�ILUVW�WR�-HVXV�EHLQJ�VHQW��W�FDQQRW�EH�DFFLGHQWDO�WKDW�WKH�QH[W�YHUVHV,ی���
WR�,VUDHO�ZLWK�WKH�*RVSHO�WR�FRQILUP�WKH�7RUDK��WKHQ�WR�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW۟V�PLV�
sion to confirm what came before him and establish God’s law for both his followers 
DQG�WKH�UHPQDQWV�RI�ROGHU�SURSKHWLF�FRPPXQLWLHV�
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,W�VKRXOG�EH�DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKDW�WKH�०UʀÃQ�KHUH�UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�DXWKHQ�
ticity of the older manifestations of NLWÃE�that the forerunner communities 
SRVVHVVHG��EXW�SRVLWLRQV� LWVHOI� DV� WKH�QHZ�SULPDU\�HPERGLPHQW�RI�GLYLQH�
ODZ��ZKLFK�LWV�FRPPXQLW\�ZLOO�DQG�PXVW�IROORZۚLQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKRVH�ROGHU�
communities who failed to follow the law as mediated through the older 
instantiations of NLWÃE�WKDW�ZHUH�EHVWRZHG�XSRQ�WKHP�67�(VVHQWLDOO\ۚVR�WKH�
VĭUDK�LPSOLHVۚLI�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�ZLOO�QRW�MXGJH�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�SUH�
FHSWV�RI�7RUDK�DQG�*RVSHO��YY�����������WKH�XPPDK�ZLOO��,W�LV�VSHFL੟FDOO\�LQ�
UHODWLRQ�WR�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKH�IDLOXUH�WR�XSKROG�WKH�GLYLQHO\�PDQGDWHG�ODZ�
that the VĭUDK�VHHPV�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�-HZV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��HVSHFLDOO\�SHUWDLQLQJ�
WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�OHJLWLPDWH�RU�LOOHJLWLPDWH�EORRGVKHG��,�GR�QRW�PHDQ�WR�VXJ�
JHVW�WKDW�WKLV�LV�WKH�RQO\�RUJDQL]LQJ�WKHPH�RI�VLJQL੟FDQFH�LQ�WKH�VĭUDK��RU�
WKDW�RWKHU�DSSURDFKHV�WR�LWV�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�DUH�LQFRUUHFW��+RZHYHU��IRFXVLQJ�
on themes of violence and bloodshed helps us to tie together some of what 
VHHP�OLNH�GLVSDUDWH�RU�LQFRQJUXRXV�HOHPHQWV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�FKDSWHU�

Blood and the spilling of blood are concerns that recur throughout the 
VĭUDK��DUJXDEO\��WKH\�DUH�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�WKHPH�WKDW�WLHV�LWV�RSHQLQJ�SDVVDJH��
WKH�OHJLVODWLYH�MXPEOH�RI�YY���ۙ���WRJHWKHUۚZKHQ�WR�੟JKW��ZKDW�WR�HDW��ZKHQ�
WR�KXQW��HYHQ�ZKRP�WR�PDUU\�68 But the activity tied to bloodshed that is 
DUJXDEO\�RI�JUHDWHVW�FRQFHUQ�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�LV�੟JKWLQJ��,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�
the rules issued here about when blood can legitimately be shed by believ�

 RU�D�FODVVLF�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�NLWÃE�as connoting God’s ongoing revelatory process(ی���
WR�KXPDQLW\�PRUH�WKDQ�ۢVFULSWXUHۣ�SHU�VH��VHH�0DGLJDQ��7KH�4XUɳ¤QڥV�6HOI�,PDJH�
�LYHQ*ی��� WKH� UHIHUHQFH� WR� OLFLW� IRRGVWXIIV�DW� WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI� WKH� VĭUDK�and that 
WR�WKH�WDEOH�RU�IHDVW�GHPDQGHG�RI�-HVXV�E\�KLV�GLVFLSOHV�WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG��YY�����ۙ
������ LW� LV� D�QDWXUDO� H[HJHWLFDO� LPSHUDWLYH� WR� WU\� WR� GUDZ� WKHP� WRJHWKHU��7KXV�� LQ�
KLV� WUDQVODWLRQ� RI� WKH�4XUʀÃQ��$EGHO�+DOHHP�KLJKOLJKWV� WKH� WKHPH� RI� IRRG� LQ� KLV�
LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�WKLV�FKDSWHU��0��$��6��$EGHO�+DOHHP��7KH�4XUڥDQ��$�1HZ�7UDQVODWLRQ��
FRUUHFWHG�HG��>2[IRUG��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV������@�������/LNHZLVH��)UHLGHQUHLFK۟V�
QLPEOH�UHDGLQJ�RI�IRRG�SURKLELWLRQ�DQG�SHUPLVVLRQ�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�FRQYLQFLQJO\�
demonstrates the importance of this theme to the erection and negotiation of com�
PXQDO�ERXQGDULHV�LQ�WKH�FKDSWHU��'DYLG�0��)UHLGHQUHLFK��)RUHLJQHUV�DQG�7KHLU�)RRG��
&RQVWUXFWLQJ�2WKHUQHVV�LQ�-HZLVK��&KULVWLDQ��DQG�,VODPLF�/DZ�[Berkeley: University of 
&DOLIRUQLD�3UHVV������@�����ۙ������+RZHYHU��WKHUH�LV�PXFK�KHUH�LQ�WKH�VĭUDK�that does 
QRW�FRQFHUQ�IRRG��IXUWKHU��GLHWDU\�UXOHV�DQG�JXLGHOLQHV�DERXW�FRPPHQVDOLW\�DUH�QRW�
SDUWLFXODUO\�SURPLQHQW�LQ�WKH�FKDSWHU�DV�D�ZKROH��6WLOO�IXUWKHU��LQ�WKH�ILUVW�WZR�YHUVHV�
of the VĭUDK�believers are enjoined to uphold strict behavioral standards regarding 
D�QXPEHU�RI� WKLQJV�� LQFOXGLQJ�GLHW�� EXW� DOVR� WKH� ULWHV� DQG� WDERRV� DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
WKH�6DQFWXDU\��WKH�SUHWH[WV�IRU�HQWHULQJ�LQWR�KRVWLOLWLHV�ZLWK�HQHPLHV��DQG�SURYLGLQJ�
VXSSRUW�WR�ZHDNHU�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�
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HUV��ZH�KHUH�VHH�D�FRXQWHUYDLOLQJ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�,VUDHO۟V�WRWDO�IDLOXUH to shed 
EORRG�DSSURSULDWHO\�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�GLYLQH�ZLOO�

In the opening passages of the VĭUDK��LW�VHHPV�WKDW�WKH�GLYLQH�QDUUDWRU۟V�
ODUJHO\�QHJDWLYH�Dग़HQWLRQ�LV�GLUHFWHG�DW�WKH�3HRSOH�RI�6FULSWXUH�LQ�JHQHUDO��
RU�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�WRJHWKHU��RU�HYHQ�&KULVWLDQV�VSHFL੟FDOO\��H�J���4b�����
DQG��������%XW�WKH�੠RZ�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU�GLYHUWV�LQ�D�GHFLGHGO\�,VUDHOLWH�RU�-HZ�
LVK�GLUHFWLRQ�LQ�Y����� 6WULNLQJO\��WKLV�YHUVH�RSHQV�WKH�SDVVDJH�WKDW�LPPHGL�
DWHO\�SUHFHGHV�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�QDUUDWLYH��WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\�
RI�KRZ�WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV�ZRXOG�QRW�HQWHU� WKH�3URPLVHG�/DQG�DQG�੟JKW�ZKHQ�
WKH\�ZHUH�FRPPDQGHG�WR�GR�VR�E\�0RVHV��YY����ۙ����69�१LV�DFFRXQW�VWDQGV�
LQ�VKDUS�FRQWUDVW�ZLWK�WKH�VXEVHTXHQW�VWRU\��WKDW�RI�WKH�੟UVW�PXUGHU��&DLQ۟V�
WRWDOO\�LOOHJLWLPDWH�VSLOOLQJ�RI�WKH�EORRG�RI�KLV�EURWKHU��2QH�LV�FOHDUO\�MLKÃG�Ií�
VDEíO�DOOÃK��KHUH�GHVLJQDWLQJ�OHJLWLPDWH�YLROHQFH�XQGHU�VSHFL੟F�FRQGLWLRQV��
WKLV�,VUDHO�ZHUH�FRPPDQGHG�WR�XQGHUWDNH��EXW�UHIXVHG�WR�GR��१H�RWKHU�LV�
TDWO� DO�QDIV� EL�JKD\U�QDIV�� WKH�XQMXVWL੟HG�KRPLFLGH GHQRXQFHG� LQ�4b������
ZKLFK�&DLQ��DUJXDEO\�D�FLSKHU�IRU�,VUDHO��did�GR�70 

1RWDEO\��DॗHU�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�SHULFRSH��ZKLFK�DJDLQ�,�KDYH�LGHQWL੟HG�
DV�WKH�HQWLUH�SDVVDJH�IURP�Y�����WR�����WKH�WH[W�GLJUHVVHV�WR�QRWH�WKH�FRUSR�
UDO� SXQLVKPHQW� WR� EH�PHWHG� RXW� WR� WKLHYHV� �PRUH� DXWKRUL]HG� EORRGVKHG���
and then to once again assert God’s singularity and omnipotence before 
XQGHUWDNLQJ�DQRWKHU�H[WHQGHG�GHQXQFLDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRUUXSWLRQ�RI�WKH�-HZV�
�YY����ۙ�����१H�UHPDLQLQJ�HLJKW\�RU�VR�YHUVHV�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU�WKHQ�SURFHHG�

��ۙ�����4b��7KH�REYLRXV�SDUDOOHO�LV�ZLWK�WKH�VWRU\�RI�6DXOی�������)RU�D�VWURQJ�KLVWRU�
LFLVW�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKLV�SDVVDJH�WKDW�GHIWO\�JURXQGV�LW�LQ�WKH�FRQMHFWXUHG�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�
TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW۟V�PLVVLRQ��VHH�:DOLG�$��6DOHK��ۢ۞:KDW�,I�<RX�5HIXVH��:KHQ�2UGHUHG�
WR� )LJKW"۟��.LQJ�6DXO� �ՍÃOĭW�� LQ� WKH�4XU۟ÃQ� DQG�3RVW�4XUʀÃQLF�/LWHUDWXUH�ۣ � LQ�&DUO�
6��(KUOLFK� LQ�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�0DUVKD�&��:KLWH� �HGV����6DXO� LQ�6WRU\�DQG�7UDGLWLRQ�
�7¾ELQJHQ��0RKU�6LHEHFN������������ۙ�����,Q�6ĭUDK����WKH�ELEOLFDO�VWRU\�RI�6DXO�DQG�
*ROLDWK�LV�VHHPLQJO\�UHSXUSRVHG�WR�FULWLTXH�WKH�EHOLHYHUV۟�UHOXFWDQFH�WR�WDNH�XS�DUPV�
DJDLQVW�WKHLU�HQHPLHV��KRZHYHU��LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK��WKH�DQDORJRXV�VWRU\�IURP�WKH�
time of Moses (evoking the story of the spies from Numbers 13) is retold to establish 
D�FRQWUDVW�ZLWK�WKH�VWRU\�RI�&DLQ��MX[WDSRVLQJ�D�VWRU\�DERXW�YLROHQFH�EHLQJ�VKXQQHG�
ZKHQ�OHJLWLPDWH�ZLWK�RQH�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�LV�LQGXOJHG�WKRXJK�LOOHJLWLPDWH��
�X\SHUV&ی��� LV� SDUWLFXODUO\� FRQFHUQHG� WR� YLQGLFDWH� WKH� FRKHUHQFH� RI� WKH� TXUʀÃQLF�
account despite its rapid temporal shift from the account of the Mosaic era to the 
WLPH�RI�WKH�SURWRSODVWV��DQG�FLWHV�WKH�UHPDUNV�RI�FODVVLFDO�FRPPHQWDWRUV�UHJDUGLQJ�
0XԆDPPDG۟V�-HZLVK�DXGLHQFH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKLV� �7KH�%DQTXHW��������+RZHYHU�� LI�ZH�
identify legitimately sanctioned violence as the /HLWPRWLI�WKDW�H[SODLQV�WKH�UHODWLRQ�
VKLS�EHWZHHQ� WKH� WZR�SDVVDJHV�� WKLV� WKHPDWLF� FRQWLQXLW\�RYHUULGHV�DQ\�SHUFHLYHG�
GLVMXQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�YY����ۙ���DQG�WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�VHFWLRQ�
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WR� UDQJH�RYHU�D�QXPEHU�RI� LVVXHV�71�0RVW� LPSRUWDQWO\��ZH�PXVW�QRWH� WKDW�
although the VĭUDK’s various statements about Jesus and Christianity have 
JHQHUDOO\�UHFHLYHG�WKH�JUHDWHVW�DPRXQW�RI�VFKRODUO\�Dग़HQWLRQ��PXFK�RI�WKH�
SROHPLF�WKDW�IROORZV�LQ�VXEVHTXHQW�VHFWLRQV�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU�DUH�GLUHFWHG�HL�
WKHU�DW�WKH�3HRSOH�RI�6FULSWXUH�RU�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�FROOHFWLYHO\��DQG�WKHUH�
LV�QR�VKRUWDJH�RI�PDWHULDO�LQ�WKHVH�VXEVHTXHQW�SDVVDJHV�WKDW�PD\�EH�FRQ�
VWUXHG�DV�FULWLFLVP�RI�,VUDHO�RU�WKH�-HZV�VSHFL੟FDOO\�

2YHUDOO��KHUH�LQ�WKLV�VĭUDK��DV�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�FRUSXV��ZH�VHH�
D�GLUHFW�DVVRFLDWLRQ�RI� ,VUDHO�RU� WKH� -HZV�ZLWK�EUHDNLQJ�WKHLU�SOHGJHV� �YY��
��ۙ����DOVR�D�FULPH�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQV��Y�������ZLWK�VSUHDGLQJ�FRUUXSWLRQ�LQ�
the land �YY����ۙ�����ZLWK�WUHDFKHU\��DQG�WKXV�WKH�EHOLHYHUV�VKRXOG�QRW�WDNH�
WKHP�RU�&KULVWLDQV�DV�DOOLHV��Y�������DQG�ZLWK�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�SURSKHWV��Y������72  
१H�ODVW�DOOHJDWLRQ�LV�PDGH�D�QXPEHU�RI�WLPHV�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ��DQG�LV�HVSH�
cially conspicuous here in the culminating passage in the VĭUDK��ZKLFK�UH�

�LNH�PDQ\�RI/ی��� WKH�RWKHU� ORQJ� VĭUDKV�RI� WKH�0HGLQDQ�SHULRG�� 6ĭUDW� DO�0ÃʀLGDK 
appears at first glance to be a very heterogeneous collection of ruminations on a 
PL[HG�EDJ�RI�WRSLFV��FI��5RELQVRQ��ۢ+DQGV�2XWVWUHWFKHG�ۣ �����FLWLQJ�1HXZLUWK۟V�FKDU�
acterization of the longer Medinan chapters as 6DPPHON¸UEH�RU�ۢ FROOHFWLRQ�EDVNHWVۣ���
7KH� FRQVSLFXRXV�KHWHURJHQHLW\� RI� WKH� ODWHU� ORQJ� FKDSWHUV� RI� WKH�4XUʀÃQ�KHOSV� WR�
H[SODLQ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�UHOXFWDQFH�RI�VFKRODUV�WR�VHH�WKHP�DV�XQLWDU\�FRPSRVLWLRQV��
,W�LV�HDV\�WR�V\PSDWKL]H�ZLWK�WKH�ۢPL[HG�EDJۣ�YLHZ�RI�6ĭUDK����IRU�LW�GRHV�DSSHDU�WR�
EH�D�VWUDQJH�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�OHJDO�SUHVFULSWLRQV�RI�D�YHU\�GLYHUVH�VRUW�ZLWK�FULWLTXH�
of the DKO�DO�NLWÃE��+RZHYHU��WKH�HIIRUWV�RI�VFKRODUV�VXFK�DV�5RELQVRQ�DQG�&X\SHUV�
have shown that we need not necessarily conclude that diverse contents combined 
ZLWK�H[FHSWLRQDOO\�ORQJ�YHUVHV�LQ�FKDSWHUV�VXFK�DV�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�
MXVW�LQFRKHUHQW�MXPEOHV�
�2Qی��� WKLV�PRWLI�� VHH�*DEULHO� 6DLG�5H\QROGV�� ۢ2Q� WKH�4XUʀÃQ� DQG� WKH�7KHPH�RI�
-HZV�DV�۞.LOOHUV�RI�WKH�3URSKHWV�۟ ۣ�$O�%D\ÃQ�������������ۙ����$V�QRWHG��IRU�&X\SHUV�
the killing of the righteous is the main theme linking the Cain and Abel episode 
�VSHFLILFDOO\�$EHO۟V�XWWHUDQFH�LQ�4b����ۙ����ZLWK�WKH�SUHFXUVRU�LQ�0DWW�����VSHFLIL�
FDOO\�WKH�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�VSLOOHG�EORRG�RI�WKH�KRO\�LQ�Y�������$GPLWWHGO\��WKH�FODLP�
RI�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�WKH�SURSKHWV�GRHV�QRW�VLW�ZHOO�ZLWK�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHWRORJ\�DV�LW�LV�
XQGHUVWRRG�E\�WKH�FODVVLFDO�,VODPLF�WUDGLWLRQ��ZKLFK�JHQHUDOO\�VHHV�WKH�SURSKHWV�DV�
VDIHJXDUGHG�E\�*RG�RQ�WKHLU�PLVVLRQV�DQG�LQHYLWDEO\�YLQGLFDWHG��7KH�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�
WKH�DSRVWOHV�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�LV�W\SLFDO�RI�WKDW�RI�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�DV�D�ZKROH��ZKLFK�
sees the ӒDZÃUL\\ĭQ�DV�VLQFHUH�LQ�WKHLU�EHOLHI�EXW�HYHQWXDOO\�DEDQGRQLQJ�WKHLU�IDLWK��
the implication being that Christians should return to the original message of Jesus 
E\�DFFHSWLQJ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHWۚD�PHVVDJH�ZULW�ODUJH�RYHU�WKLV�VĭUDK�(see Gabriel 
6DLG�5H\QROGV��ۢ7KH�4XUDQ�DQG�WKH�$SRVWOHV�RI�-HVXV�ۣ �%62$6����>����@�����ۙ������
$V�D�UHFHQW�FRQWULEXWLRQ�E\�<RXQXV�0LU]D�VKRZV��WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�H[HJHWLFDO�DSSURDFK�
WR�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�GLVFLSOHV�RI�&KULVW�LV�PRUH�QXDQFHG�WKDQ�RQH�PLJKW�H[SHFW��VHH�ۢ7KH�
'LVFLSOHV�DV�&RPSDQLRQV�� ,EQ�7D\PL\\D۟V� DQG� ,EQ�DO�4D\\LP۟V�(YDOXDWLRQ�RI� WKH�
7UDQVPLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�%LEOH�ۣ �0(���������������ۙ�����
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FRXQWV��H[SUHVVLQJ�D�FOHDU�DQWL�&KULVWLDQ�VHQWLPHQW��WKH�VWRU\�RI�-HVXV�DQG�
KLV�IROORZHUV�DQG�WKH�PLUDFOH�RI�WKH�HSRQ\PRXV�IHDVW��1RWDEO\��QR�PHQWLRQ�
is made in this VĭUDK�RI� WKH�GHDWK�RI� -HVXV��१H�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKHWKHU� WKH�
०UʀÃQ�GHQLHV�WKH�FUXFL੟[LRQ�RI�&KULVW�HQWLUHO\ۚWKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�PDQ\�0XV�
OLP�H[HJHWHVۚLV�DQ�H[FHHGLQJO\�FRPSOH[�RQH��१HUH�LV�D�VWURQJ�FDVH�WR�EH�
PDGH�IRU�DQRWKHU�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��QDPHO\��WKDW�WKH�०UʀÃQ�LV�KHUH�VLJQDOLQJ�
WKDW�WKH�HYHQWV�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�H[HFXWLRQ�RI�-HVXV�GLG�QRW�WUDQVSLUH�DV�WKH�
PDLQ�FXOSULWV��WKH�-HZV��LQWHQGHG�RU�WKRXJKWۚWKRXJK ۢ LW�VHHPHG�VR�WR�WKHPۣ�
(VKXEELKD� ODKXP��4b�������73�)RU�RXU�SUHVHQW�SXUSRVHV��ZH�ZLOO�QRWH�RQO\�
WKDW�LW�LV�GL੡FXOW�WR�LPDJLQH�WKDW�D�FKDSWHU�WKDW�FDVWV�&DLQ�DV�D�V\PERO�RI�
-HZLVK�YLROHQFH�DQG�H[SOLFLWO\�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�-HZV�NLOOLQJ�WKHLU�SURSKHWV�LQ�
YRNHV�WKH�QDPH�RI�-HVXV�ZLWKRXW�WKH�FUXFL੟[LRQ�OXUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�EDFNJURXQG�
DV�D�VXEWH[WۚWKH�SUHHPLQHQW�H[DPSOH�RI�-HZLVK�YLROHQFH�WDUJHWLQJ�D�SURSK�
HW��ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW�WKH�FXOSULWV�ZHUH�VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�WKHLU�DLP�74

,� KDYH� KLJKOLJKWHG� WKH� SURPLQHQW� WKHPHV� RI� WUHDFKHU\�� YLROHQFH�� DQG�
EORRGVKHG� �VSHFL੟FDOO\� OHJLWLPDWH� YHUVXV� LOOHJLWLPDWH� EORRGVKHG�� LQ� 6ĭUDW�
DO�0ÃʀLGDK because this helps us to make sense of the rationale behind the 
०UʀÃQ۟V� HQJDJHPHQW� RI� WKH� PLVKQDLF� WUDFWDWH� 6DQKHGULQ�� १H� WKHPDWLF�
SDUDOOHOV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�WZR�DUH�DEXQGDQW��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��WKH�HPSKDVLV�LQ�WKH�
mishnaic parallel on communal boundaries and stability that we previously 
UHPDUNHG�LV�VLJQL੟FDQW��EHFDXVH�WKHVH�WKHPHV�UHVRQDWH�WKURXJKRXW�6ĭUDW�DO�
0ÃʀLGDK�DV�ZHOO��DOEHLW�UHIUDFWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�GLVWLQFW�SHUVSHFWLYH�
DQG�FRQFHUQV��

If one accept’s Donner’s basic hypothesis of the trajectory of develop�
PHQW�RI�FRPPXQDO�LGHQWLW\�DPRQJ�0XԆDPPDG۟V�IROORZHUV�GXULQJ�WKH�VSDQ�
RI�KLV�FDUHHU��WKHQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK was evidently composed at a time when 
WKLV�IRUPHUO\�PRUH�RSHQ�DQG�ۢHFXPHQLFDOۣ�XPPDK had matured and sought 

��\1RWDEOی��� LW�KDV�UHFHQWO\�EHHQ�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�SRLQW�RI�WKH�IDPRXV�TXUʀÃQLF�
UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�FUXFLIL[LRQ�LV�WR�SURYLGH�D�FRXQWHU�QDUUDWLYH�WR�WKH�SRUWUD\DO�RI�WKH�
H[HFXWLRQ�RI�-HVXV�LQ�WKH�%DE\ORQLDQ�7DOPXG��LWVHOI�D�FRXQWHU�QDUUDWLYH�WR�WKH�JRVSHO�
WUDGLWLRQ��+HUH��E��6DQK� ��D��-HVXV�LV�GHSLFWHG�DV�D�KHUHWLF�ZKR�ZDV�H[HFXWHG�E\�D�
-HZLVK�FRXUW�E\�VWRQLQJ��D�GHSLFWLRQ�PHDQW�WR�FRQWUDGLFW�WKH�JRVSHO�DFFRXQW�DQG�WKXV�
GHIDQJ�&KULVWLDQ�FODLPV�DERXW�-HVXV۟V�PHVVLDQLF�VLJQLILFDQFH��7KXV��LW�LV�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�
RI�DJHQF\�WKDW�LV�DGGUHVVHG�E\�4b�������QRW�WKDW�RI�WKH�IDFW�RI�-HVXV۟V�GHDWK�SHU�VH��6HH�
,DQ�0HYRUDFK��ۢ4XU۟DQ��&UXFLIL[LRQ��DQG�7DOPXG��$�1HZ�5HDGLQJ�RI�4b�����ۙ���ۣ �
-RXUQDO�RI�5HOLJLRQ�	�6RFLHW\�������������ۙ���
��7KLV�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�OLNHO\�JLYHQ�WKDW�WKH�*RVSHO�SUHFXUVRU�IRU�$EHO۟V�VWDWHPHQWی���
-HVXV۟V�FRQGHPQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�3KDULVHHV�IRU�NLOOLQJ�WKH�SURSKHWV�LQ�0DWW��������KLQWV�
DW�KLV�RZQ�LPPLQHQW�GHDWK��ZKLFK�WKHQ�VHUYHV�WR�LPSOLFLWO\�FRQILUP�WKH�YHU\�LQGLFW�
PHQW�KH�LVVXHV�KHUH�
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WR� HVWDEOLVK� QRW� RQO\� VRFLDO� DQG� SROLWLFDO�� EXW� DOVR� UHOLJLRXV�� DXWRQRP\�75 
१H�VĭUDK repeatedly draws a sharp contrast between the believers and the 
-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�WR�ZKRP�WKH\�VWDQG�RSSRVHG��VLJQDOLQJ�GLUHFWO\� WKDW�
DQ� LQ੠HFWLRQ�SRLQW� LQ� WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ� FRPPXQLWLHVۚD�SDUWLQJ�RI�
WKH�ZD\VۚKDV�EHHQ�UHDFKHG��ۢ7RGD\�,�KDYH�SHUIHFWHG�\RXU�UHOLJLRQ�IRU�\RX�
DQG�PDGH�0\�JUDFH�FRPSOHWH��DQG�FKRVHQ�DO�LVOÃP�IRU�\RX�DV�\RXU�UHOLJLRQۣ 
�4b������:KHWKHU�RQH�VHHV�LVOÃP�,VODP�DV�UHSUHVHQWLQJ�D�FRKHUHQW�ERG\�RI�
EHOLHIV�DQG�SUDFWLFHV�KHUH�RU�QRW��DO�LVOÃP�LV�H[SOLFLWO\�SRVLWLRQHG�DV�D�FUL�
WHULRQ�RI�GLਫ਼HUHQFH��ZKLFK�FRUURERUDWHV�D�ODWH�GDWH�IRU�WKH�VĭUDK��1RWDEO\��
WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�LWVHOI�SRVLWV�WKDW�WKLV�YHUVH�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�ODVW�LQ�WKH�FRUSXV��
UHYHDOHG�GXULQJ�WKH�)DUHZHOO�3LOJULPDJH�RI���������WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�
3URSKHW۟V�OLIH��१H�WUDGLWLRQ�DOVR�UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�VXSHUVHVVLRQLVW�LPSOLFDWLRQV�
RI�WKLV�ۢSHUIHFWLQJ�ۣ �ZLWK�WKH�SXUL੟FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ULWHV�RI�WKH�.DʁEDK�DV�WKH�
IXO੟OOPHQW�RI�WKH�OHJDF\�RI�$EUDKDPLF�PRQRWKHLVP��

$O�6KDʁEí�UHSRUWHG��ۢ१H�YHUVH�۞7RGD\�,�KDYH�SHUIHFWHG�\RXU�UHOLJLRQb۬۟  came 
GRZQ�ZKHQ�WKH�3URSKHW�ZDV�VWDQGLQJ�DW�ʁ$UD৘ÃW��DW�PDZTLI�,EUÃKíP��ZKHQ�
LGRODWU\�ZDV�RYHUFRPH�DQG�WKH�EHDFRQ�RI�-ÃKLOL\\DK�FROODSVHG��DQG�WKH�SHR�
SOH�ZHUH�IRUELGGHQ�IURP�DSSURDFKLQJ�WKH�.DʁEDK�QDNHG�ۣ 76

��W�LV�ZRUWK�XQGHUVFRULQJ�WKDW�4b��LV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�PRVW�FKURQRORJLFDO�VFKHPHV,ی���
D�YHU\�ODWH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�FRUSXV��SRVVLEO\�IROORZHG�E\�RQO\�WZR�PRUH�
FKDSWHUV��VĭUDKV���DQG�������:H�PD\�UHDGLO\�REVHUYH�D�VWURQJ�WKHPDWLF�FRQWLQXLW\�
EHWZHHQ�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�DQG�DO�7DZEDK�FRQFHUQLQJ�ZKDW�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR�
for the XPPDK’s relationships with other communities: 4b��HVWDEOLVKHV�ZKDW�ZRXOG�
become the mature position towards Jews and Christians mainly on a theologi�
FDO�LGHRORJLFDO�OHYHO��ZKHUHDV�4b��WDNHV�WKDW�SRVLWLRQ�VRPHZKDW�IXUWKHU��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�
E\�DUWLFXODWLQJ�ZKDW�ZRXOG�HYHQWXDOO\�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�WKH�4XUʀÃQ۟V�ILQDO�SROLF\�RQ�
MLKÃG�DJDLQVW�XQEHOLHYHUV��2Q�WKH�ۢHFXPHQLFDOۣ�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�HDUO\�FRPPXQLW\��VHH�
the influential discussion of Fred Donner in 0XKDPPDG�DQG�WKH�%HOLHYHUV��$W�WKH�2U-
LJLQV�RI�,VODP��&DPEULGJH��0$��%HONQDS���������'RQQHU۟V�LGHDV�DERXW�WKH�SHUPHDEOH�
boundaries of the primitive XPPDK�KDYH�QRZ�EHHQ�GHYHORSHG��LQ�VWULNLQJO\�GLIIHUHQW�
ZD\V��E\�6WHSKHQ�-��6KRHPDNHU�LQ�7KH�$SRFDO\SVH�RI�(PSLUH��,PSHULDO�(VFKDWRORJ\�
LQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\�DQG�(DUO\�,VODP� �3KLODGHOSKLD��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3HQQV\OYDQLD�3UHVV��
������DQG�-XDQ�&ROH��0XKDPPDG��3URSKHW�RI�3HDFH�DPLG�WKH�&ODVK�RI�(PSLUHV�(Nation 
%RRNV���������VHH�P\�UHYLHZ�RI�6KRHPDNHU۟V�PRQRJUDSK�LQ�545������������
�0XԆDPPDGی��� ,EQ� 6DʁG�� .LWÃE� DO�ԙDEDTÃW� DO�NDEíU� [,EQ� 6DDG�� %LRJUDSKLHQ� 0X-
KDPPHGV@��HG��(GXDUG�6DFKDX�HW�DO�� ���YROV�� LQ����SDUWV��/HLGHQ��%ULOO������ۙ�������
���������7KH�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�SLOJULPDJH�QDNHG�LV�D�PHWRQ\P�IRU�WKH�
MÃKLOí�UHOLJLRXV�RUGHU��$�ӒDGíWK�DWWHVWHG� LQ�DO�%XNKÃUí�DQG�HOVHZKHUH�QRWHV� WKDW� LQ�
IRUPHU�WLPHV�SLOJULPV�FLUFXPDPEXODWHG�WKH�.DʁEDK�QDNHG��$Eĭ�ʁ$EG�$OOÃK�0XԆDP�
PDG�E��,VPÃʁíO�DO�%XNKÃUí��DO�-ÃPLɴ�DO�PXVQDG�DO�ԐDӒíӒ�DO�PXNKWDԐDU��DO�ӒDMM�����EÃE�
DO�ZXTĭI�EL�ɴ$UDIDK��QR���������DQRWKHUۚDWWHVWHG�VHYHUDO�WLPHV�LQ�DO�%XNKÃUíۚVWDWHV�
that around the time of the Farewell Pilgrimage the Prophet stipulated that idolaters 
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१XV�� WKLV� VĭUDK� VHHPV� WR� UHSUHVHQW� D� ODWH� VXPPDWLRQ�RI� WKH� TXUʀÃQLF�
DXWKRU۟V�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI��DQG�Dग़LWXGH�WRZDUGV��-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV��SURYLGLQJ�
DQ�H[WHQGHG�FULWLTXH�RI�WKHLU�FODLPV�DQG�DUWLFXODWLQJ�D�SRVWXUH�RI�VHSDUDWLRQ�
DQG�GLVWLQFWLRQ�IURP�WKHVH�FRPPXQLWLHV��,W�LV�WKHUHIRUH�QRW�VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�
LQ�YY����ۙ���RI�WKH�FKDSWHU��LQ�WKH�OHDG�XS�WR�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�SHULFRSH��
ZH�VHH�DQ�H[SOLFLW�FRQGHPQDWLRQ�RI�&KULVWLDQV�IRU�WKHLU�EHOLHIV�DERXW�-HVXV��
१RVH�EHOLHIV��WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�EDVLV�RI�WKHLU�GLVWLQFW�VHFWDULDQ�LGHQWLW\��DUH�
decried as NXIU��GLVEHOLHI�

17 १RVH�ZKR�DVVHUW�WKDW�*RG�LV�WKH�0HVVLDK��VRQ�RI�0DU\��KDYH�GLVEHOLHYHG��
6D\�WR�WKHP��ۢ:KR�FRXOG�LQ�WKH�VOLJKWHVW�LPSHGH�+LP�LI�+H�ZLVKHG�WR�DQQL�
KLODWH�WKH�0HVVLDK��VRQ�RI�0DU\��DORQJ�ZLWK�KLV�PRWKHU��DQG�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�
on earth too! Mastery over heaven and earth and everything in between is 
*RG۟V��+H�FUHDWHV�DV�+H�SOHDVHV��*RG�LV�WKH�RQH�ZKR�GHWHUPLQHV�HYHU\WKLQJ�ۣ �

$PRQJ�WKH�YHUVHV�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ�WKDW�FRQGHPQ�&KULVWLDQ�FODLPV�DERXW�-HVXV��
this one is unusual only for its assertion of God’s ability to actually destroy 
-HVXV��0DU\��RU�DQ\�RWKHU�FUHDWHG�EHLQJ�DV�SURRI�RI�+LV�RPQLSRWHQFH��१H�
SDVVDJH�WKHQ�FRQWLQXHV��H[SOLFLWO\�GUDZLQJ�WKH�-HZV�LQWR�WKH�IUD\�

18�१H�-HZV�DQG�WKH�&KULVWLDQV�KDYH�VDLG��ۢ:H�DUH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�*RG��KLV�
IDYRULWHV�ۣ �6D\�WR�WKHP��ۢ6R�ZK\�GRHV�KH�SXQLVK�\RX�IRU�\RXU�VLQV"�1R��\RX�
DUH�MXVW�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�+H�KDV�FUHDWHG��+H�ZLOO�IRUJLYH�ZKRPHYHU�+H�SOHDVHV��
DQG�SXQLVK�ZKRPHYHU�+H�SOHDVHV��0DVWHU\�RYHU�KHDYHQ�DQG�HDUWK�DQG�HYHU\�
WKLQJ�LQ�EHWZHHQ�LV�*RG۟V��DQG�DOO�SDWKV�OHDG�WR�+LP�ۣ �

What is striking about these two verses is that they condemn the same 
Rਫ਼HQVHV�WKDW�DUH�GHFULHG�LQ�P��6DQK �����१HUH��LW�ZLOO�EH�UHFDOOHG��WKH�FUH�
DWLRQ� RI� KXPDQLW\� IURP� WKH� VLQJOH� SURWRSODVW� $GDP� ZDV� LQWHQGHG� ۢIRU�
WKH�VDNH�RI�PDLQWDLQLQJ�SHDFH�DPRQJ�*RG۟V�FUHDWXUHV��VR�WKDW�RQH�SHUVRQ�
VKRXOG�QRW�VD\�WR�KLV�IHOORZ��۞0\�IDWKHU�ZDV�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�\RXUV۟��DQG�DOVR�
so P°Q°Q�VKRXOG�QRW�VD\��۞१HUH�DUH�PDQ\�SRZHUV�LQ�KHDYHQ�۟ ۣ�१HVH�YHUVHV�
LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�VLPLODUO\�VLQJOH�RXW�WZR�NLQGV�RI�ZURQJGRLQJ��WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�
RI� OHVVHU� EHLQJV�ZLWK�*RGۚLPSO\LQJ� WKDW� WKHUH� DUH� LQGHHG�PDQ\�SRZHUV�
LQ�+HDYHQۚDQG�WKH�FODLP�RI�IDYRUHG�VWDWXV�ZLWK�WKH�'HLW\��HYHQ�WKDW�ۢZH�
DUH�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�*RGۣۚLPSO\LQJ�WKDW�WKHLU�IDWKHU�LV�LQGHHG�JUHDWHU�WKDQ�
RWKHUV �۟�%H\RQG�WKHVH�SDUDOOHOV��D�EURDGHU�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�WKH�WZR�SDVVDJHV�
GHPRQVWUDWHV�FRQVSLFXRXV�VLPLODULWLHV�EHWZHHQ�WKHP��GHVSLWH�VRPH�VWUXF�
WXUDO�GLਫ਼HUHQFHV��१H�0LVKQDK�UHODWHV�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�VWRU\��WKHQ�FRQ�

ZHUH�QR�ORQJHU�WR�SHUIRUP�WKH�ԅDMM�DQG�QR�RQH�ZRXOG�EH�SHUPLWWHG�WR�FLUFXPDPEX�
ODWH�WKH�.DʁEDK�QDNHG��VHH��H�J���QRV������ۙ�������6HH�P\�IXUWKHU�FRPPHQWV�UHJDUG�
LQJ�WKH�GDWLQJ�RI�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�EHORZ�



7+(�7:2�6216�2)�$'$0  203

GHPQV�WKRVH�ZKR�H[DOW�WKHPVHOYHV�RYHU�RWKHUV��E\�VD\LQJ�ۢP\�IDWKHU�ZDV�
JUHDWHU�WKDQ�\RXUVۣ���WKHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�FDXVH�VWULIH��LQ�WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\��
WKURXJK�DVVRFLDWLQJ�RWKHUV�ZLWK�*RG��,Q�WXUQ��UHYHUVLQJ�WKH�WZR�SRLQWV�RI�
WKH�FULWLTXH�� WKH�०UʀÃQ�FRQGHPQV� WKRVH�ZKR�DVVRFLDWH�RWKHUV�ZLWK�*RG��
DQG�WKHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�H[DOW�WKHPVHOYHV�E\�FODLPLQJ�WR�EH�+LV�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�VR�
IDYRUHG�RYHU�RWKHUV��१HQ��DॗHU�WKH�LQWHUYHQLQJ�SDVVDJH�DERXW�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV۟�
XQZLOOLQJQHVV�WR�੟JKW��QRW�LQFLGHQWDO�WR�WKH�ODUJHU�DUJXPHQW�RI�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�
of the VĭUDK���LW�UHODWHV�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�VWRU\��१H�FRQVWLWXHQW�HOHPHQWV�
RI� WKH� WZR�SDVVDJHV�DUH�EDVLFDOO\� WKH� VDPH��RQO\�SUHVHQWHG� LQ�D�GLਫ਼HUHQW�
RUGHU�77

In light of the larger themes of the VĭUDK��LW�LV�QRW�VXUSULVLQJ�WR�VHH�-HZV�
and Christians condemned for their teachings here in the passage leading 
XS�WR�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�VWRU\��:KDW�LV�PRUH�VXUSULVLQJ�LV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�H[�
plicitly condemned both for associating others with God and for vaunting 
WKHPVHOYHV�RYHU�RWKHUVۚYLRODWLQJ�WKRVH�YHU\�VDPH�SULQFLSOHV�WKDW�WKH�0LVK�
QDK�DVVHUWV�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�VWRU\�78�१H�SROHPLF�RI�WKH�
TXUʀÃQLF�DFFRXQW�DSSHDUV�WR�DSSURSULDWH�WKDW�RI�WKH�0LVKQDK��LQYHUWLQJ�LWV�
VWUXFWXUH�DQG�VXEYHUWLQJ�LWV�PHVVDJH��१H�OHVVRQ�*RG�VRXJKW�WR� LQFXOFDWH�
in Israel through the creation of humanity through Adam appears to have 
EHHQ�IRUJRग़HQ��DQG�VR�WKH�०UʀÃQ�FDVWLJDWHV�WKH�-HZV�IRU�QHJOHFWLQJ�*RG۟V�
OHVVRQ�DQG�Y\LQJ�ZLWK�RWKHUV�RYHU�WKHLU�SXWDWLYHO\�FKRVHQ�VWDWXV��HPSOR\LQJ�
D�GLVFXUVLYH�SDग़HUQ�-HZV�SUHVXPDEO\�UHFRJQL]HG�DQG�XQGHUVWRRG�79

+DYLQJ�DSSURSULDWHG�DQG�UHRULHQWHG�WKH�PLVKQDLF�PHVVDJH�DERXW�FRP�
PXQDO�LQWHJULW\��WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJH�SURFHHGV�WR�DGYLVH�WKH�UHFLSLHQWV�RI�
older revelation where they should turn for correct guidance:

19 O People of Scripture: Our Messenger has come to you to make things clear 
WR�\RX�DॗHU�D�EUHDN��IDWUDK��EHWZHHQ�PHVVHQJHUV��VR�WKDW�\RX�FDQQRW�VD\�WKDW�
QR�EHDUHU�RI�JODG�WLGLQJV�RU�ZDUQHU�KDV�FRPH�WR�\RXۚIRU�D�EHDUHU�RI�JODG�
WLGLQJV�DQG�ZDUQHU�KDV� LQGHHG�FRPH��DQG�*RG� LV� WKH�RQH�ZKR�GHWHUPLQHV�
HYHU\WKLQJ�

�XULRXVO\��WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKR�KDV�OHJLWLPDWH�DXWKRULW\�WR�PDUVKDO�WKH�SHRSOH&ی���
WR� ILJKW�DOVR� VXUIDFHV� LQ� WKH�PLVKQDLF� WUDFWDWH�� WKRXJK� LW� LV�PHQWLRQHG� WKHUH�RQO\�
REOLTXHO\��DQG�QRW�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�QDUUDWLYH��VHH������������
�HUH��RI�FRXUVH��WKH�IRFXV�LV�RQ�&KULVWLDQ�WKHRORJLFDO�GHILFLHQF\��ZKHUHDV�WKDW�RI+ی���
ERWK�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�LV�DVVHUWHG�HOVHZKHUH��PRVW�QRWDEO\�LQ�WKH�IDPRXV�VWDWH�
PHQW�DERXW�WKHLU�FODLPV�DERXW�VRQV�RI�*RG�LQ�4b������$V�ZLWK�WKH�WKHPH�RI�OHJLWLPDWH�
YLROHQFH��WKLV�PRWLI�LV�\HW�DQRWKHU�FRQVSLFXRXV�OLQNDJH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�YHU\�ODWH�6ĭUDW�
DO�0ÃʀLGDK�DQG�WKH��VXSSRVHGO\��SHQXOWLPDWH�UHYHODWLRQ�RI�6ĭUDW�DO�7DZEDK�
���Q�WKLV��WKH�4XUʀÃQ�LWVHOI�UHSOLFDWHV�WKH�GLVFRXUVH�RI�FRPSHWLWLRQ�DW�WKH�YHU\�PR,ی�
PHQW�LW�FDVWLJDWHV�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�IRU�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�LW��FI��4b������
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$V�LV�VR�RॗHQ�WKH�FDVH�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ��LQ�GLVWLQFWLRQ�WR�ODWHU�0XVOLP�GRF�
WULQH���WKLV�SDVVDJH�GRHV�QRW�SUHVXSSRVH�WKDW�WKH�VFULSWXUHV�RI�ROGHU�FRPPX�
QLWLHV�DUH�FRUUXSW�RU�LQYDOLG��5DWKHU��WKH�PHVVDJH�RI�WKH�ROGHU�UHYHODWLRQV�LV�
YDOLGDWHG��HVVHQWLDOO\�UHFDSLWXODWHG�LQ�WKH�QHZ�RQH��ZLWK�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSK�
HW۟V� FRQWLQXLW\�ZLWK�ROGHU�PHVVHQJHUV�XQGHUVFRUHG�80 As if to drive home 
WKLV�SRLQW��WKH�VĭUDK�then segues to its presentation of the episode of Moses 
DQG�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�ZKR�ZHUH�UHOXFWDQW�WR�੟JKW��DQRWKHU�DSSURSULDWLRQ�WKDW�
FOHDUO\�LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�FRPSDWLELOLW\�ZLWKۚRU�UDWKHU�VXSSODQWLQJۚ
RI�ROGHU�VFULSWXUH��$V�DOUHDG\�QRWHG��WKDW�HSLVRGH�WKHQ�WUDQVLWLRQV�WR�WKDW�RI�
WKH�WZR�VRQV�RI�$GDP�

,Q�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK� WKLV�G\QDPLF�RI�DSSURSULDWLRQ�DQG�UHRULHQWDWLRQ�� LW� LV�
VWULNLQJ�WKDW�ERWK�WKH�0LVKQDK�DQG�WKH�०UʀÃQ�H[SOLFLWO\�DQFKRU�WKH�UXOH�RU�
ODZ�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�YDOXH�RI�OLIH�LQ�UHYHODWLRQ��१H�TXUʀÃQLF�VWRU\�RI�WKH�VRQV�
of Adam emphasizes that Israel should know about this principle because it 
ZDV�RUGDLQHG�IRU�WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�VFULSWXUH��Y�������१LV�LV�WKHQ�UHLWHUDWHG�
E\�*RG�DVVHUWLQJ�WKDW�ۢ2XU�PHVVHQJHUV�KDYH�FRPH�WR�WKHP�ZLWK�FOHDU�VLJQVۣ�
(ZD�OD�TDG�MÃɳDWKXP�UXVXOXQÃ�ELڥO�ED\\LQÃW��Y�����FRQWLQXHG���ZKLFK�DJDLQ�
HPSKDVL]HV�,VUDHO۟V�SUHYLRXV�UHFHSWLRQ�RI�*RG۟V�JUDFH�WKURXJK�UHYHODWLRQ��
१LV� GLUHFWO\� SDUDOOHOV� WKH�0LVKQDK۟V� VWDWHPHQW� WKDW� ۢWKHUHIRUH�ZDV�PDQ�
FUHDWHG�DORQH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�LQLWLDOO\��WR�WHDFK�\RX�WKDW�WKH�RQH�ZKR�FDXVHV�D�
VLQJOH�VRXO�WR�SHULVK��VFULSWXUH�LPSXWHV�LW�WR�KLP��PDɴDOHK�ɴDODY�KD�NDWĭY) as 
LI�KH�KDG�FDXVHG�DQ�HQWLUH�ZRUOG�WR�SHULVKbۣ۬ 81�१H�0LVKQDK�OLNHZLVH�DVVHUWV�
the principle’s scriptural foundation: this lesson was the whole point of 
UHODWLQJ�WKH�VWRU\�LQ�*HQHVLV��DQG�WKH�0LVKQDK�HYHQ�JRHV�VR�IDU�DV�WR�DVVHUW�
WKDW�LW�LV�VFULSWXUH�LWVHOI�WKDW�LQGLFWV�WKH�PXUGHUHU��6FULSWXUH�KROGV�WKH�RQH�
ZKR�VOD\V�DQRWKHU�UHVSRQVLEOH��WKHUH�LV�QR�GRXEW�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�DFFRXQWDEOH�
EHFDXVH� VFULSWXUH�PDNHV� WKH� UXOH�SODLQ�� WKURXJK� UHODWLQJ� WKH�QDUUDWLYH�RI�
&DLQ۟V�NLOOLQJ�RI�$EHO�

,Q�VKRUW��ZH�KHUH�ZLWQHVV�WKH�०UʀÃQ�GHOLEHUDWHO\�HFKRLQJ�UDEELQLF�WUD�
GLWLRQ� E\� DOOXGLQJ� WR� D� ELEOLFDO� VWRU\�� WR� DUWLFXODWHۚDV� UDEELQLF� WUDGLWLRQ�
GRHVۚD� UXOH� URRWHG� LQ� GLYLQH� UHYHODWLRQ�� 2QH�PLJKW� EH� WHPSWHG� WR� LQIHU�
that such a gesture communicates what we today would call an ecumen�

�2Q�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�FRQFHSWLRQ�RIی��� WDӒUíI� in distinction to that articulated in later 
0XVOLP�WUDGLWLRQ��VHH�*DEULHO�6DLG�5H\QROGV��ۢ2Q�WKH�4XUʀDQLF�$FFXVDWLRQ�RI�6FULS�
tural Falsification (WDӒUíI�� DQG� &KULVWLDQ� $QWL�-HZLVK� 3ROHPLF�ۣ � -$26� 130 (2010): 
���ۙ����
�1RWHی��� WKDW� WKH�<HUXVKDOPL� UHPRYHV� WKH� UHIHUHQFH� WR� VFULSWXUH��PDNLQJ� LW� RQO\�
LPSOLFLW�� WKXV��WKH�*XJJHQKHLPHU�HGLWLRQ�UHDGV�ۢWKH�RQH�ZKR�FDXVHV�D�VLQJOH�VRXO�
WR�SHULVK��LW�LV�LPSXWHG�WR�KLP��PDɴDO°Q�ɴDODY) as if he had caused an entire world to 
SHULVKۣ۬ ��7KH�-HUXVDOHP�7DOPXG��HG��DQG�WUDQV��*XJJHQKHLPHU�������
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LFDO�OHVVRQ��WKH�०UʀÃQ�DVVHUWV�ERWK�WKH�LQWHJULW\�RI�ROGHU�UHYHODWLRQۚZKDW�
ZDV�RUGDLQHG�IRU�,VUDHOۚDQG�D�EDVLF�FRPPRQDOLW\�RI�PRUDO�VHQVLELOLW\�KHUH��
9HUVH����LV�LQ�IDFW�RॗHQ�FLWHG�LQ�SRSXODU�GLVFRXUVH�DV�H[SUHVVLQJ�H[DFWO\�WKLV�
VHQWLPHQW�� XVXDOO\� LQWHQGHG� WR� XQGHUVFRUH� ERWK� WKH� IXQGDPHQWDO� UHVSHFW�
for human life as primary in Muslim ethics and Islam’s compatibility with 
ۢ:HVWHUQ�YDOXHV�ۣ �%XW�UHDGLQJ�WKH�FRQYHUJHQFH�RI�0LVKQDK�DQG�०UʀÃQ�DV�D�
VSHFLPHQ�RI�SUH�PRGHUQ�HFXPHQLVP�LV�FOHDUO\�DQDFKURQLVWLF�LI�ZH�FRQ੠DWH�
LW�ZLWK�RU�SURMHFW�LW�RQWR�WKH�RULJLQDO�KLVWRULFDO�PLOLHX�WKDW�WKH�०UʀÃQ�ZDV�
UHYHDOHG�WR�DGGUHVV��5DWKHU��JLYHQ�WKH�RYHUDUFKLQJ�WKUXVW�RI�WKH�VĭUDK��ZH�
must conclude that the rabbinic precursor has been deliberately appropriat�
HG�DQG�LWV�PDMRU�WKHPHV�VWUDWHJLFDOO\�UHFRQVWUXHG�WR�SURSHO�D�PRUH�VWULGHQW��
LI�QRW�RSHQO\�PLOLWDQW��PHVVDJH�

9HUVH����LQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJH�VWDWHV��OLNH�P��6DQK� �����WKDW�NLOOLQJ�D�
VLQJOH�VRXO�LV�OLNH�NLOOLQJ�DOO�RI�KXPDQLW\��EXW�WKH�०UʀÃQ�WKHQ�JRHV�RQ�WR�DGG�
DQ�LPSRUWDQW�FDYHDW�DV�ZHOO��,W�PDNHV�H[FHSWLRQV�WR�WKLV�SULQFLSOH�LQ�FDVHV�
of retribution for murder or manslaughter or spreading corruption in the 
land (IDԐÃG�Iíڥ�O�DUҺ���$V�ZH�VDZ�DERYH��YY����ۙ���IROORZLQJ�WKHQ�OD\�RXW�WKH�
SHQDOWLHV� IRU�੟JKWLQJ�*RG�DQG�+LV�PHVVHQJHU�RU�VSUHDGLQJ�FRUUXSWLRQ� LQ�
WKH�ODQG��LPSO\LQJ�WKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�GRLQJ�VR�DUH�D�YHU\�SUR[LPDWH�
GDQJHU��१H�FXOSULWV�DUH�WKUHDWHQHG�ZLWK�D�VHULHV�RI�JUDYH�SHQDOWLHVۚGHDWK��
FUXFL੟[LRQ��PXWLODWLRQ��RU�H[LOH��,I�WKH\�GR�QRW�UHSHQWۚDQG�WKH\�FDQ�UHSHQW��
IRU�*RG�LV�PHUFLIXO�DQG�WXUQV�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�Rਫ਼HU�VLQFHUH�UHSHQWDQFHۚۢWKHLU�
ORW�LV�KXPLOLDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��DQG�D�WUHPHQGRXV�SXQLVKPHQW�LQ�WKH�QH[Wۣ�
�Y�� ����� )RU�QXPHURXV� UHDVRQV�� LW� LV� QRW� LPSODXVLEOH� WR� FRQFOXGH� WKDW� WKLV�
ZDUQLQJ�LV�KHUH�LVVXHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�-HZVۚSUHVXPDEO\�QRW�-HZV�LQ�JHQHUDO��
EXW�UDWKHU�D�VSHFL੟F�JURXS�WKDW�SUHVHQWHG�D�PDQLIHVW�WKUHDW�WR�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�
SURSKHW۟V�FRPPXQLW\�82

१H�PHVVDJH�RI�WKH�WH[W�KHUH�LV�TXLWH�FOHDU��VFULSWXUH�QRW�RQO\�UHODWHV�D�
OHVVRQ�WR�,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�RI�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO��EXW�XVHV�LW�DV�D�PHGLXP�WR�
FRPPXQLFDWH�ZKDW�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�D�GLYLQH�ODZ��,Q�WKH�0LVKQDK��ZKHWKHU�WKH�
UXOH�FDQ�EH�UHDG�DV�LQWHQGHG�IRU�DOO�KXPDQLW\�LV�UHDOO\�LPPDWHULDO��WKH�WH[W�LV�
FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�LWV�DSSOLFDWLRQ�WR�,VUDHO�VSHFL੟FDOO\ۚ-HZV�PXVW�XQGHUVWDQG�
WKH�UXOH� WKDW�*RG� LQWHQGHG�WKHP�WR�REVHUYH��ZKHWKHU�RU�QRW� LW�DSSOLHV� WR�
JHQWLOHV��,Q�WKH�०UʀÃQ��WKH�WH[WXDO�ORJLF�LV�LQYHUWHG��DQG�WZR�FUXFLDO�FKDQJHV�

�7KH�UHIHUHQFH�LQ�Y�����WR�ۢKXPLOLDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG�DQG�D�WUHPHQGRXV�SXQLVKی���
PHQW�LQ�WKH�QH[Wۣ�UHFXUV�DW�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI�Y�����DV�WKH�SHQDOW\�H[DFWHG�IURP�WKH�
-HZV�IRU�WKHLU�GLVWRUWLRQ�RI�*RG۟V�UHYHODWLRQ��)XUWKHU��WKH�JHQHUDO�WKHPH�RI�WKH�-HZV�
EHLQJ�SXQLVKHG�E\�KXPLOLDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��KHUH�FRQYH\HG�E\�WKH�WHUP�NKL]\��UHVR�
nates with references to the disgrace (GKLOODK) visited on Israel or the DKO�DO�NLWÃE for 
WKHLU�FULPHV�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ��H�J���4b��������������������
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LQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RFFXU��)LUVW��WKH�UXOH�LWVHOI�LV�KHUH�FRQVWUXHG�QRW�VLPSO\�DV�
ۢWKRX�VKDOW�QRW�NLOOۣ�EXW�UDWKHU�DV�ۢWKRX�VKDOW�QRW�NLOO�H[FHSW�IRU�OHJLWLPDWH�
UHDVRQVۣۚD�PRUH�SUDFWLFDO�JXLGHOLQH�IRU� OLIH� LQ�SUH�,VODPLF�$UDELD� �WR�VD\�
QRWKLQJ�RI�ELEOLFDO�,VUDHO���ZLWK�WKH�VSHFL੟F�FULPHV�WKDW�DFWXDOO\�GR�PHULW�WKH�
SHQDOW\�RI�GHDWK�DGXPEUDWHG�KHUH��१H�VHFRQG�VKLॗ�LQ�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
UXOH�LV�HYHQ�PRUH�FRQVHTXHQWLDO��LW�LV�QRW�SULPDULO\�WKH�-HZV�WR�ZKRP�WKH�
UXOH�DERXW�QRW�NLOOLQJ�LV�EHLQJ�FRPPXQLFDWHG��WKRXJK�WKH\�ZHUH�LWV�RULJLQDO�
DXGLHQFH��UDWKHU��QRZ�LW�LV�WKH�-HZV�ZKR�IDOO�LQWR�WKH�FDWHJRU\�RI�WKH�H[SUHVV�
H[FHSWLRQV�WR�WKH�UXOH��१H\�DUH�QR�ORQJHU�WKH�VXEMHFWV�RI�LWV�PDQGDWH��EXW�
UDWKHU�LWV�REMHFW��,W�LV�WKH�VKHGGLQJ�RI�-HZLVK�EORRG�WKDW�LV�QRZ�OHJLWLPDWHG��
EHFDXVH�WKH\�KDYH�FRPPLग़HG�WKRVH�FULPHV�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�UXOH�LV�
MXVWL੟DEO\�VXVSHQGHG��१H\�VKRXOG�KDYH�NQRZQ�EHग़HU��IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�VFULS�
WXUH�EHDUV�ZLWQHVV�WR�WKH�WUXWK�83 

1XPHURXV�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�WH[W�FRUURERUDWH�WKLV�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��WKH�PRVW�
conspicuous are the allusions to spreading corruption in the land in the 
SDVVDJH��ZKLFK�LV�D� ORFXV�FODVVLFXV�IRU�WKH�FRQFHSW�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ��१H�GLV�
FRXUVH�VXUURXQGLQJ�ۢFRUUXSWLRQۣ�DQG�ۢH[FHVVۣ�UHYHUEHUDWHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�
FRUSXV��,Q�0HFFDQ�SDVVDJHV��IDVÃG�LV�RॗHQ�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�SHRSOHV�RI�WKH�
SDVW�ZKR�ZHUH�VXEMHFWHG�WR�*RG۟V�SXQLVKPHQW�DQG�GHVWUR\HG�84 In earlier 
VĭUDKV� LW� LV� VRPHWLPHV� DW� OHDVW� LPSOLFLWO\� FRQQHFWHG� WR�YLROHQFH�� DV�ZKHQ�
3KDUDRK� LV� FKDUDFWHUL]HG� DV� ۢRQH�ZKR� VSUHDGV� FRUUXSWLRQۣ (LQQDKX� NÃQD�

�7KH�QRWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�-HZV�DUH�LQGLFWHG�RI�YDULRXV�FULPHV�E\�WKHLU�RZQ�VFULSWXUH�LVی���
IRXQG�WKURXJKRXW�HDUO\�DQG�ODWH�DQWLTXH�&KULVWLDQ�SROHPLFDO�OLWHUDWXUH��)RU�H[DPSOH��
in a passage from Ephrem’s +\PQV�RQ�)DLWK��KH�VWDWHV�EOXQWO\�RI�,VUDHO۟V�VLQ�ZLWK�WKH�
*ROGHQ�&DOI��ۢ%HKROG��WKHLU�&DOI�SURFODLPV�WKHLU�VLQ��WKHLU�VFULSWXUH�WHVWLILHV�WR�LWۣ��
VHH�(SKUHP��+\PQHQ�GH�)LGH������� HG��DQG�WUDQV��(GPXQG�%HFN����YROV���/RXYDLQ��/��
'XUEHFT����������������7KLV�LV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�SDVVDJH�LQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�DX�
WKRULW\�RI�7RUDK�LV�LQYRNHG�WR�MXVWLI\�YLROHQFH��FRPSDUH�4b�������ZKLFK�FLWHV�7RUDK��
*RVSHO��DQG�4XUʀÃQ�DOLNH�WR�YDOLGDWH�WKH�HYHUODVWLQJ�FRYHQDQW��WKH�SURPLVH�RI�UHZDUG�
WR�WKRVH�ZKR�NLOO�DQG�DUH�NLOOHG�ILJKWLQJ�LQ�WKH�FDXVH�RI�*RG�WKDW�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�DUWLFX�
ODWHV�LQ�WKH�0HGLQDQ�SHULRG��FI��4b���������������%XW�WKLV�SDVVDJH�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�
is unusual in invoking the testimony of Torah to legitimate violence against the 
FKLOGUHQ�RI�,VUDHO�WKHPVHOYHV�
�Q�SHUKDSV,ی��� WKH� HDUOLHVW�SDVVDJH� WR� UHIHU� WR� IDVÃG� (according to the traditional 
FKURQRORJ\���LW�LV�PHQWLRQHG�DV�WKH�FULPH�RI�YDULRXV�ZURQJGRHUV�ZKR�UHFHLYHG�VH�
YHUH� FKDVWLVHPHQW� IURP�*RG�� ʁÂG�� 7KDPĭG�� DQG� 3KDUDRK� �4b ����ۙ����� 7KLV� FKDU�
acterization recurs throughout the Meccan VĭUDKV� �VHH�� H�J���4b ������������� �������
��������)XUWKHU��LQ�WKH�0HFFDQ�VĭUDKs corruption is a cardinal sin that distinguishes 
EHOLHYHUV�IURP�LQILGHOV�DV�LQKHULWRUV�RI�SDUDGLVH��VHH��H�J���4b����������������������DQG�
WKH�EHOLHYHUV�DUH�RIWHQ�ZDUQHG�DJDLQVW�LW��MXVW�DV�SHRSOHV�RI�WKH�SDVW�ZHUH�ZDUQHG�
�DQG��IDLOLQJ�WR�KHHG�WKH�ZDUQLQJ��ZHUH�GHVWUR\HG��
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PLQDڥ�O�PXIVLGíQ) in connection with the slaughter of the Israelite children 
�4b������85�+RZHYHU��LW�LV�LQ�0HGLQDQ�SDVVDJHV�WKDW�DQ�DGGLWLRQDO�GLPHQVLRQ�
emerges in the discourse surrounding IDVÃG� While the motif continues to 
recur in the recollection of ancient peoples or general admonitions to be�
OLHYHUV��LQ�ODWHU�VĭUDKs it comes into focus as the activity of a community 
WKDW�RSSRVHV�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW�LQ�WKH�KHUH�DQG�QRZ��,QVRIDU�DV�IDVÃG�is 
VWLOO�LQYRNHG�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�੟JXUHV�RI�WKH�SDVW��WKLV�LV�GRQH�WR�XQGHU�
VFRUH�WKH�JUDYLW\�RI�WUDQVJUHVVLRQV�EHLQJ�FRPPLग़HG�LQ�WKH�SUHVHQW��,Q�0H�
dinan chapters IDVÃG�implies violence both as a provocation that cannot be 
LJQRUHG�DQG�DV�WKH�MXVWL੟HG�UHVSRQVH�WR�VXFK�SURYRFDWLRQ��DV�KHUH�LQ�6ĭUDW�
DO�0ÃʀLGDK��ZKHUH�WKH�PRVW�GUDVWLF�SHQDOWLHV�DJDLQVW�LWV�SHUSHWUDWRUV�DUH�QRW�
RQO\�VDQFWLRQHG�EXW�PDQGDWHG��१LV�FRUUXSWLRQ�LV�D�FULPH�DJDLQVW�SHRSOH��
QDWXUH��DQG�*RG�DOLNH�WKDW�GHPDQGV�D�UHVROXWH�UHVSRQVH�

0RUHRYHU��LW�LV�QRW�DQ�RYHUVWDWHPHQW�WR�VD\�WKDW�LQ�WKH�0HGLQDQ�SHULRG�
IDVÃG�EHFRPHV�VWURQJO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�-HZV�DV�D�SUR[LPDWH�WKUHDW�WR�
WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW�DQG�KLV�XPPDK��$OUHDG\�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�0HFFDQ�6ĭUDW�
DO�,VUÃʀ��,VUDHO�LV�LQGLFWHG�RI�IDVÃG�in a most dramatic way: it was in response 
WR� WKHLU�FRUUXSWLRQ� WKDW�*RG�RUGDLQHG� WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI� WKH�7HPSOH��QRW�
RQFH�EXW� WZLFH� �4b�����ۚDQ�H[FHHGLQJO\�JUDYH�SHQDOW\� IRU�D�JUDYH�FULPH��
1RWDEO\ۚDQG�UDWKHU�UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�4b������ۚ *RG�GHFUHHG�WKLV�LQ�WKHLU�VFULS�
ture (TDҺD\QÃ�LOÃ�EDQí�ɳLVUÃɳíOD�Iíڥ�O�NLWÃE���DQG�VR�WKH\�ZHUH�IDLUO\�ZDUQHG��,Q�
VĭUDKV�FRQYHQWLRQDOO\�LGHQWL੟HG�DV�0HGLQDQ��WKH�OLQNDJH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�-HZV�
and IDVÃG�EHFRPHV�PRUH� IUHTXHQW�� DQG�PRUH�PRPHQWRXV�� LW� DOLJQV� ,VUDHO�
ZLWK�ZURQJGRHUV�RI�WKH�SDVW��OLNH�WKHLU�IRUPHU�RSSUHVVRU�3KDUDRK��RU�ZLWK�
the impending chaos and destruction of a possibly imminent apocalyptic 
DJH��OLNH�WKH�IDVÃG�Gog and Magog are prophesied to wreak upon the earth 
�4b�������86 

 OVHZKHUH��3KDUDRK۟V�UROH�DV�D�PXIVLG�is confirmed by God at the moment of his)ی���
GHDWK��4b��������3KDUDRK۟V�IDVÃG�DFTXLUHV�DQ�LURQLF�WLQJH��VLQFH�LQ�PXOWLSOH�SDVVDJHV�
the Egyptians are said to have oppressed the Israelites out of fear that they would 
commit IDVÃG�LQ�WKHLU�ODQG��H�J���4b���������������,Q�D�SUHYLRXV�DJH��-RVHSK۟V�EURWKHUV�
ZHUH�DQ[LRXV�WR�GHQ\�SUHFLVHO\�WKH�FKDUJH�RI�KDYLQJ�FRPH�WR�(J\SW�WR�FRPPLW�IDVÃG�
�4b��������$EGHO�+DOHHP۟V�UHQGHULQJ�DV�ۢPDNH�PLVFKLH৘ۣ�GRZQSOD\V�WKH�JUDYLW\�RI�
WKH�DFFXVDWLRQ�
 7KH�QRWLRQ�RI�IDVÃG�as a specifically apocalyptic type of corruption perpetratedی���
E\�-HZVۚKHUDOGLQJ�RU�HYHQ�SUHFLSLWDWLQJ�WKH�(QG�7LPHVۚLV�GHYHORSHG�LQ�ERWK�FODV�
VLFDO�DQG�PRGHUQ�,VODPLF�FXOWXUH��IRU�H[DPSOH�LQ�WKH�MLKDGLVW�UKHWRULF�RI�+DPDV��6HH�
$QQH�0DULH�2OLYHU�DQG�3DXO�6WHLQEHUJ��7KH�5RDG�WR�0DUW\UV�6ڥTXDUH��2[IRUG��2[IRUG�
8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV������������ۙ�����
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A new emphasis on IDVÃG�is already conspicuous in the Medinan man�
LIHVWR�6ĭUDW�DO�%DTDUDK��DQG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�SRLQWHG�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�LW�KHUH�DUH�
FOHDUO\��LI�RQO\�LPSOLFLWO\��DLPHG�DW�-HZV��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�REYLRXVO\�EH�VLJQL੟�
FDQW�VRRQ�DॗHU�WKH�KLMUDK�WR�0HGLQD��LI�RQH�DFFHSWV�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�FKURQRO�
RJ\�RI�UHYHODWLRQ���१XV��DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�VĭUDK�those who profess to 
believe in God and the Last Day but do not really believe are warned not to 
VSUHDG�FRUUXSWLRQ��LQ�UHVSRQVH�WKH\�FODLP�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�MXVW�GRLQJ�ZKDW�LV�
ULJKW��GHVSLWH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�GRLQJ�LV�FOHDUO\�IDVÃG��4b����ۙ����87 
6RPHZKDW� IXUWKHU�RQ��ZH�੟QG�D�GHQXQFLDWLRQ�RI� WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�EURNHQ�
*RG۟V� FRYHQDQW�DॗHU�KDYLQJ� VLQFHUHO\�SOHGJHG�REHGLHQFH� �DOOÃGKíQD�\DQ-
TXҺĭQD�ɴDKGDڥ�OOÃKL�PLQ�EDɴGL�PLWKÃTLKL���DQG�VSUHDGLQJ�FRUUXSWLRQ�LV�WKHQ�
DGGHG�WR�WKH�FKDUJH��4b�������

6ĭUDW� DO�%DTDUDK� DOVR� FRQWDLQV� WKH� IDPRXV� REMHFWLRQ� RI� WKH� DQJHOV�
WR�*RG۟V� FUHDWLRQ� RI�$GDP� �4b ������� ۢ:LOO� \RX� FUHDWH� RQ� HDUWK� RQH�ZKR�
ZLOO�VSUHDG�FRUUXSWLRQ�LQ�LW��DQG�VKHG�EORRG (PDQ�\XIVLGX�IíKÃ�ZD�\DVधNX�
�O�GLPÃɳD�"ۣ�/LNH�WKH�REMHFWLRQ�WR�PXUGHU�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK��WKLV�UHIHUHQFHڥ
WR�SULPRUGLDO�KLVWRU\�PD\�VHHP�WR�LPSO\�D�XQLYHUVDOL]LQJ�FRQWH[W�88�+RZHY�
HU��LI�WKH�SDUWLFXODU�FRQMXQFWLRQ�RI�IDVÃG�and bloodshed here really is meant 
WR�EH�XQLYHUVDO�� WKHQ� LW� LV�DQRPDORXV��DV�VRPHZKDW� ODWHU�RQ� LQ� WKH�VĭUDK��
0RVHV�LV�GHSLFWHG�ZDUQLQJ�KLV�SHRSOH�QRW�WR�VSUHDG�FRUUXSWLRQ��UHWXUQLQJ�
WR�DQ�,VUDHOLWH�IRFXV�IRU�WKH�FRQFHSW��DQG�QDWXUDOO\�LPSO\LQJ�WKDW�KLV�SHR�
ple disobeyed and did VSUHDG�FRUUXSWLRQ��4b������89 We might also note the 

LWHUDOO\��WKH\�FODLP�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�ۢPDNLQJ�WKLQJV�ULJKW�ۣ/ی��� �PXԐOLӒíQ��LW�LV�WHPSWLQJ�
to think of this LԐOÃӒ�as W°TT½Q�ɴ¶ODP��D�FRQFHSW�JHQHUDOO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�NDEEDOLVWLF�
WKRXJKW�EXW�ZLWK�URRWV�LQ�WKH�0LVKQDK��ZKHUH�LW�DSSHDUV�LQ�FKDSWHU���RI�WKH�WUDF�
WDWH�*LWWLQ�VHYHUDO�WLPHV��6RPHWLPHV�LW�VHHPV�WR�EH�D�VKRUWKDQG�IRU�ZKDW�ZH�ZRXOG�
FRQYH\�ZLWK�WKH�SKUDVH�ۢPDNLQJ�WKH�ZRUOG�D�EHWWHU�SODFH�ۣ �WKRXJK�DW�RWKHU�WLPHV�LW�
VHHPV�WR�PHDQ�VRPHWKLQJ�PRUH�OLNH�ۢPDLQWDLQLQJ�JRRG�RUGHUۣ�RU�HYHQ�VLPSO\�ۢEHVW�
SUDFWLFHV�ۣ
�\7KH�WUDGLWLRQV�RQ�WKH�SURWRSODVWV�LQ�WKH�+HEUHZ�%LEOH�DUH�RIWHQ�UHDG�DV�QDWXUDOOی���
VSHDNLQJ�WR�WKH�H[SHULHQFH�RI�XQLYHUVDO�KXPDQLW\��$JDLQVW�WKLV��VHH�6HWK�'��3RVWHOO��
$GDP�DV�,VUDHO��*HQHVLVڟ����DV�WKH�,QWURGXFWLRQ�WR�WKH�7RUDK�DQG�7DQDNK (Cambridge: 
-DPHV�&ODUNH�DQG�&R��� �������ZKLFK�HPSKDVL]HV� WKH� FRPPRQVHQVLFDO�� EXW�XVXDOO\�
RYHUORRNHG��FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�WKH�SURWRSODVW�WUDGLWLRQV�VSHDN�QRW�WR�OHVVRQV�DERXW�WKH�
general human condition but rather foreshadow major themes in God’s relationship 
ZLWK�,VUDHO�DV�DUWLFXODWHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�ELEOLFDO�FRUSXV�
���1RWH�WKH�FRQWUDVW�ZLWK�WKH�SUHYLRXVO\�UHPDUNHG�0HFFDQ�SDVVDJHV�LQ�ZKLFK�3KDی�
raoh accuses the Israelites of IDVÃG�RU� WKH�EURWKHUV�RI� -RVHSK�DQ[LRXVO\�GHQ\� WKH�
DOOHJDWLRQ��+HUH��IDVÃG�is something that is much more closely associated with Israel 
DV�SHUSHWUDWRUV��$V�QRWHG�DERYH��4b����ۙ���FRQWDLQV�D�VRPHZKDW�YHLOHG�DOOXVLRQ�WR�
WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�VSLHV�WKDW�LV�PRUH�IXOO\�UHKHDUVHG�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK��ZKHUH�LW�IRUH�
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UHIHUHQFH�LQ�WKH�ODWH�0HFFDQ�RU�0HGLQDQ�6ĭUDW�DO�5DʁG�WR�WKRVH�ZKR�VSUHDG�
FRUUXSWLRQ� LQ� WKH� ODQG� EHLQJ� FXUVHG� DQG� SURPLVHG� D� ۢWHUULEOH� DERGH�ۣ � Vĭɳ�
DO�GÃU��4b��������१H�HPSKDVLV�RQ�QDWXUDO�SKHQRPHQD�DV�VLJQDOLQJ�GLYLQH�
sovereignty and peerlessness that predominates in the VĭUDK�PLJKW�DW�੟UVW�
VXJJHVW�WKDW�WKH�DUJXPHQW�LV�VWDJHG�DJDLQVW�SDJDQV��DV�ZRXOG�WKH�UHIHUHQFH�
WR�WKH�SURSKHW۟V�LQWHUORFXWRUV�GHQ\LQJ�WKH�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��4b�������+RZHYHU��
LQ�4b������WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�JXLOW\�RI�IDVÃG�are again said to have broken God’s 
FRYHQDQW�DॗHU�KDYLQJ�VLQFHUHO\�SOHGJHG�REHGLHQFH��D�UHFXUUHQFH�RI�WKH�DO�
OHJDWLRQ�PDGH�DJDLQVW�WKH�-HZV�LQ�4b�����WKDW�XVHV�WKH�VDPH�WHUPLQRORJ\�90

१H�GLVFRXUVH�VXUURXQGLQJ�IDVÃG�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�WKHQ�UHDFKHV�D�FUHVFHQGR�
LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK��ZKHUH�LW�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�VWURQJO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�
-HZV��$V�ZH�KDYH�VHHQ��LQ�Y�����IDVÃG�Iíڥ�O�DUҺ�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�WZR�PDMRU�H[�
FHSWLRQV�WKDW�MXVWL੟HV�KRPLFLGH��/DWHU�LQ�WKDW�YHUVH�DQ�DOOXVLRQ�LV�PDGH�WR�
WKRVH�ۢZKR�FRPPLW�H[FHVVHV�LQ�WKH�ODQGۣ (Iíڥ�O�DUҺ�OD�PXVULIíQ���WKHQ��LQ�WKH�
YHU\�QH[W�YHUVH��VHYHUH�FRUSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW�LV�SUHVFULEHG�IRU�WKRVH�ۢZKR�
VSUHDG�FRUUXSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ODQG�ۣ �XVLQJ�SKUDVLQJ�VOLJKWO\�GLਫ਼HUHQW�IURP�EHIRUH�
(\DVɴDZQD�Iíڥ�O�DUҺ�IDVÃGDQ� Y������91�१H�LPPHGLDWH�FRQWH[W�KHDYLO\�LPSOLHV�
WKDW�WKH�-HZV�DUH�PHDQW�KHUH��DQG�VXEVHTXHQW�YHUVHV�RI�WKH�VĭUDK�seem to 
EHDU�WKLV�RXW�92�)RU�D�PRPHQW��LW�PD\�VHHP�OLNH�D�OHVV�IRFXVHG�GHQXQFLDWLRQ�
RI�ZURQJGRLQJ�LV�EHLQJ�Rਫ਼HUHG�KHUH��RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�YY����ۙ����ZKHUH�WKH�

VKDGRZV�WKH�OHJLWLPDWH��REOLJDWRU\�YLROHQFH�FRPPDQGHG�RI�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV��4b����ۙ����
WKDW�LV�FRQWUDVWHG�ZLWK�WKH�LOOHJLWLPDWH�YLROHQFH�SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�&DLQ��YY����ۙ����
��7KH�VSHFLILF�PHQWLRQ�RI�GDPQDWLRQ�KHUH�LV�UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXVO\�FLWHGی��
reference to the IDVÃG�RI�,VUDHO�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�,VUÃʀ��7KHUH�WKH�-HZV�DUH�RIIHUHG�WKH�FKRLFH�
RI�PHUF\�LQ�H[FKDQJH�IRU�VLQFHUH�UHSHQWDQFH�RU�SHUGLWLRQ��*RG�DYHUV�WKDW�ۢ:H�KDYH�
PDGH�+HOO�D�SULVRQ�IRU�XQEHOLHYHUVۣ �4b�������
��PPHGLDWHO\�DIWHUZDUGV��GDPQDWLRQ�LV�DJDLQ�PHQWLRQHG,ی���KHUH�LW�LV�SURPLVHG�WR�
WKRVH�ZKR�GLVEHOLHYH��EXW�WKH�FRQWH[W�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�JXLOW\�RI�IDVÃG�in 
YY����ۙ���DUH�DOVR�WKRVH�DFFXVHG�RI�NXIU and so threatened with the penalty of the 
)LUH�LQ�YY����ۙ���
���4bی�����LV�FRQYHQWLRQDOO\�WHUPHG�WKH�ӒLUÃEDK�verse and has long been understood 
DV�WKH�SULPDU\�EDVLV�IRU�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SHQDOW\�IRU�ۢEULJDQGDJHۣ�RU�UREEHU\��,Q�FODVVL�
FDO�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�WKH�YHUVH��FRPPHQWDWRUV�UHFRJQL]H�D�YDULHW\�RI�RFFDVLRQV�IRU�LWV�
UHYHODWLRQ��DQG�IUHTXHQWO\�GLVVRFLDWH�LW�IURP�WKH�-HZV��RU�DKO�DO�NLWÃE) as the specific 
UHIHUHQW��)RU�DQ�LOOXPLQDWLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�RIWHQ�KDLU�UDLVLQJ�UHSRUWV�RQ�YLROHQW�
FULPH�DQG�LWV�MXVW�GHVHUWV�WKDW�FRPSULVHV�WKH�HDUO\�MXULVWLF�GLVFRXUVH�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW��
VHH�.KDOLG�$ERX�(O�)DGO��5HEHOOLRQ�DQG�9LROHQFH�LQ�,VODPLF�/DZ� (Cambridge: Cam�
EULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�����������ۙ����6LPLODUO\��LQ�D�UHFHQW�GLVFXVVLRQ�-XDQ�&ROH�DU�
JXHV��RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�SDUDOOHOV�ZLWK�-XVWLQLDQLF�ODZ��WKDW�WKH�ӒLUÃEDK�verse is informed 
E\�WKH�ۢORJLF�RI�SXQLVKPHQWۣ�JHQHUDOO\�RSHUDWLYH�LQ�WKH�5RPDQ�(PSLUH��DQG�VR�KH�
OLNHZD\V�GRZQSOD\V�WKH�VSHFLILFDOO\�-HZLVK�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�YHUVH��VHH�ۢ0XKDPPDG�
DQG�-XVWLQLDQ��5RPDQ�/HJDO�7UDGLWLRQV�DQG�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�ۣ �-1(6���������������ۙ�������
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SXQLVKPHQW�IRU�WKHॗ�LV�GHFODUHG��%XW�WKH�-HZV�FRPH�VKDUSO\�EDFN�LQWR�IRFXV�
LQ�Y������ZKHUH�WKH\�DUH�DJDLQ�H[SOLFLWO\�PHQWLRQHG�DV�GLVWRUWLQJ�VFULSWXUH��
ZLWK�IXUWKHU�GH੟FLHQFLHV�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�YY����ۙ����OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�WKH�DGXP�
bration of the OH[�WDOLRQLV�LQ�Y�����

:H�KDYH�DOUHDG\�QRWHG�WKH�PRUH�JHQHUDOL]HG�FULWLTXH�RI� WKH�3HRSOH�RI�
6FULSWXUH�WKDW�XQIROGV�LQ�VXEVHTXHQW�YHUVHV�LQ�WKLV�VĭUDK��DOWHUQDWLQJ�ZLWK�
PRUH�VSHFL੟F�FULWLTXH�RI�WKH�-HZV�IRU�YDULRXV�IDLOLQJV��१H�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WKH�
-HZV�DQG�YLROHQFH�WKHQ�UHFXUV�LQ�WKH�PXFK�FRPPHQWHG�Y������ZKLFK�DVVHUWV�
directly that God’s revelation to the Jews only increases their rebelliousness 
(ԚXJK\ÃQ�� DQG� GLVEHOLHI�� WKHLU� HQPLW\� WR� WKH� EHOLHYHUV� LV� HYHUODVWLQJ�� ۢHY�
HU\�WLPH�WKH\�NLQGOH�WKH�੟UH�RI�ZDU��*RG�VQXਫ਼V�LW�RXW��\HW�VWLOO�WKH\�VSUHDG�
corruption in the land (ZD�\DVɴDZQD� Ií� �O�DUҺڥ IDVÃGDQ��� WKRXJK�*RG� GRHV�
QRW�ORYH�WKH�FRUUXSWHUV�ۣ �6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK۟V�HPSKDWLF�VWDWHPHQWV�DERXW�WKH�
PXIVLGíQ�UHDFK�LWV�FOLPD[�KHUH��WKH�URRW�I�V�G�does not appear again in the 
VĭUDK��QRU�GRHV�LW�UHFXU�LQ�WKH�ODVW�WZR�FKDSWHUV�RI�WKH�FRUSXV��:H�VKRXOG�
thus see this cluster of references to IDVÃG�DQG� UHODWHG� FRQFHSWV� LQ�6ĭUDW�
DO�0ÃʀLGDK�DV�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�੟QDO�ZRUG�RQ�WKH�PDग़HU��ZKLOH�IDVÃG�is by no 
PHDQV�H[FOXVLYHO\�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�,VUDHO�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ��E\�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�
੟QDO�UHYHODWLRQV��LW�LV�HVWDEOLVKHG�DV�GLVWLQFWO\�FKDUDFWHULVWLF�RI�WKHP�

,Q�VKRUW��WKH�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�IDVÃG�DQG�WKH�-HZV�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�LV�WKH�
culmination of a longer discursive trajectory that develops gradually in the 
TXUʀÃQLF�FRUSXV��2OGHU�VWUDWD�RI�WKH�FRUSXV�HPSKDVL]H�IDLOLQJV�DQG�Rਫ਼HQVHV�
RI� WKH� -HZV�WKDW�DUH�HVVHQWLDOO\� WKHRORJLFDO� LQ�QDWXUHۚWKHLU� WUDGXFLQJ�WKH�
TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW��WKHLU�GLVSXWLQJ�ZLWK�KLP�RYHU�YDULRXV�PDग़HUV��WKHLU�FRQ�
FHDOPHQW�DQG�GLVWRUWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�ZDV�UHYHDOHG�WR�WKHP�93�%\�WKH�WLPH�6ĭUDW�
DO�0ÃʀLGDK�LV�UHYHDOHG��VSUHDGLQJ�FRUUXSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ODQG�LV�SUHVHQWHG�DV�D�
GLUHFW�DQG�WDQJLEOH�Rਫ਼HQVH�DJDLQVW�*RG۟V�ODZ��D�ۢ VXEYHUVLRQ�RI�*RG۟V�FUHDWHG�
RUGHU�ۣ �LQ�RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�WKH�PDQGDWH�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�WKH�EHOLHYHUV�WR�
SURPRWH�SHDFH�DQG�XSKROG�WKH�GLYLQH�ODZ�94�,W�LV�DQ�Rਫ਼HQVH�ZURXJKW�QRW�E\�
ZRUGV�RU�LQ�WKH�KHDUW�EXW�ZLWK�DFWXDO�GHHGV��DQG�QRWDEO\��4b����ۙ���LV�WKH�
RQO\�SDVVDJH�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�WKDW�PDQGDWHV�DFWXDO�WKLV�ZRUOGO\�SXQLVKPHQW�
IRU� LWV� FRPPLVVLRQ�95�१LV� FRQFHSWLRQ�RI�KRZ� WKH� -HZV�KDYH� WUDQVJUHVVHG�

��7KLV�GLVFRXUVH�FRQWLQXHV�LQ�0HGLQDQ�VĭUDKV�DV�ZHOO��KRZHYHUی���IRU�H[DPSOH��RQH�
PLJKW� QRWH� WKDW� DOO� RI� WKH� TXUʀÃQLF� UHIHUHQFHV� WR� WDӒUíI�� WKH�PLVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� RI�
VFULSWXUH��DUH�0HGLQDQ��4b���������������������
�ۢ��\UHGHULFN�0DWKHZVRQ�'HQQ(ی�� &RUUXSWLRQ�ۣ �EQ��V�Y����������'HQQ\�QRWHV�IDVÃG�as 
D�GLUHFW�DQG�VHYHUH�VXEYHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�GLYLQH�RUGHU�RQ�HDUWK��LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�-HZV۟�
FRQFHDOPHQW�DQG�GLVWRUWLRQ�RI�WKH�WUXWK��LQFOXGLQJ��IRU�H[DPSOH��WDӒUíI���EXW�KH�IDLOV�
WR�UHPDUN�WKH�FRQVSLFXRXV�OLQNDJH�RI�WKH�ODWWHU�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�IRUPHU�ZLWK�WKH�-HZV�
������5HEHOOLRQ�DQG�9LROHQFH�LQ�,VODPLF�/DZ����ۙ��7KXV�$ERX�(O�)DGOی��
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the law revealed to them and so contemned the divine will by their actions 
DQG�QRW�MXVW�WKHLU�ZRUGV�੟WV�WKH�PDUWLDO�DQG�DFWLYLVW�PHQWDOLW\�H[KLELWHG�LQ�
0HGLQDQ�GLVFRXUVH�ZHOO��HVSHFLDOO\�LWV�SRVLWLRQLQJ�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW۟V�
FRPPXQLW\�DV�WKH�DJHQWV�ZKR�ZLOO�WDNH�XS�DUPV�WR�H[DFW�GLYLQH�UHWULEXWLRQ�
IRU�WKHVH�FULPHV��

१LV�LV�DOO�WR�VD\�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�PXFK�PRUH�DW�VWDNH�LQ�WKH�LPSOLFLW�DQDORJ\�
6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�GUDZV�EHWZHHQ�&DLQ�DQG�WKH�-HZV�WKDQ�SUHYLRXV�FRPPHQ�
WDWRUV�KDYH�UHFRJQL]HG��१HUH�DUH��RI�FRXUVH��PXOWLSOH� IDFHWV� WR� WKH�SDUDO�
OHOLVP�HVWDEOLVKHG�EHWZHHQ� WKHP� LQ� WKH�FKDSWHU��१XV��HDUO\� LQ� WKH� VĭUDK��
PHQWLRQ�LV�PDGH�RI�*RG۟V�SURWHFWLQJ�WKH�EHOLHYHUV�ZKHQ�D�ۢJURXSۣ �RU�ۢSHR�
SOH�ۣ �TDZP) ۢVWUHWFKHG�RXW�WKHLU�KDQGV�DJDLQVW�\RX��EXW�+H�NHSW�WKHLU�KDQGV�
DZD\�IURP�\RXۣ �Y�������,W�LV�QRW�GL੡FXOW�WR�LPDJLQH�WKDW�WKLV�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�
XPPDK۟V�-HZLVK�RSSRQHQWV��DQG�ODWHU��VLPLODU�WHUPLQRORJ\�LV�XVHG�WR�UHIHU�
to Abel’s DQWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�YLROHQFH�IURP�&DLQ��ۢ,I�\RX�VWUHWFK�RXW�\RXU�KDQG�
DJDLQVW�PH�WR�NLOO�PH��,�ZRQ۟W�VWUHWFK�RXW�P\�KDQG�DJDLQVW�\RX�WR�NLOO�\RXۣ�
�Y�������१H�LPDJH�RI�WKH�RXWVWUHWFKHG�KDQG�UHFXUV�DJDLQ�ODWHU�RQ��ZLWK�TXLWH�
D�GLਫ਼HUHQW�YDOHQFH��LQ�D�IDPRXV�YHUVH��LQ�ZKLFK�*RG۟V�SRZHU�WR�UHVWUDLQ�WKH�
KDQGV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\۟V�HQHPLHV�LV�FHUWDLQO\�D�VXEWH[W��Y�b�����ۢ१H�-HZV�
VD\��۞*RG۟V�KDQG�LV�ERXQG۟ۚPD\�WKHLU�KDQGV�EH�ERXQG�LQVWHDG��0D\�WKH\�EH�
FXUVHG�IRU�ZKDW�WKH\�VD\��IRU�ERWK�+LV�KDQGV�DUH�RXWVWUHWFKHG��+H�GLVSHQVHV�
+LV�ERXQW\�DV�+H�SOHDVHV�ۣ 96 7ULDQJXODWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�YHUVHV�� LW� LV�QRW�
GL੡FXOW� WR� UHDG� WKHLU� LPSRUW��&DLQ۟V� YLROHQFH� DJDLQVW�$EHO� UHFXUV� LQ� WKDW�
WKUHDWHQHG�E\�WKH�-HZV�DJDLQVW�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW�DQG�KLV�FRPPXQLW\��EXW�
XQOLNH�WKDW�SULPRUGLDO�SUHFXUVRU��QRZ�WKDW�YLROHQFH�LV�GH੠HFWHG�E\�*RG��DQG�
WKH�RQO\�RXWVWUHWFKHG�KDQG�WKDW�PDग़HUV� LV�*RG۟V��EHVWRZLQJ�+LV� ODUJHVVH�
XSRQ�WKH�IDLWKIXO�97

$�YDULHW\�RI� RWKHU� OH[LFDO� V\PPHWULHV� DQG� UHVRQDQFHV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH�
VĭUDK�UHLQIRUFHV�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�&DLQ�DQG�WKH�-HZV��,Q�Y������&DLQ�
PXUGHUV�$EHO�EHFDXVH�ۢKLV�VRXO�XUJHG�KLP�RQۣ (ԚDZZDɴDW�ODKX�QDIVXKX���E\�
PXUGHULQJ�KLV�EURWKHU��KH�ۢMRLQHG�WKH�UDQNV�RI�WKH�ORVHUV (NKÃVLUíQ��ۣ �,Q�YY��
��ۙ����WKH�EHOLHYHUV�DUH�H[KRUWHG�QRW�WR�WDNH�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�DV�DOOLHV��
WKH\�ZLOO� FRPH� WR� VRUURZ�EHFDXVH�RI�ZKDW� WKH\�FRQFHDOHG� LQ� WKHLU� VRXOV��
DQG�KDYH�QRZ�ۢMRLQHG�WKH�UDQNV�RI�WKH�ORVHUV�ۣ 98 Another important point of 

��2Q�WKLV�ZHOO�NQRZQ�YHUVH�LQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ��VHH�EHORZی��
��1RWDEO\��5RELQVRQ�GRHV�QRW�VHH�Y�����RU����DV�V\PPHWULFDO�ZLWK�����+H�REVHUYHVی��
D� SDUWLFXODUO\� SURPLQHQW�ZRUGSOD\� EHWZHHQ� ۢKDQGۣ� �\DG�� DOVR� DSSHDULQJ� KHUH� DV�
D\GíKLP��ۢWKHLU�KDQGVۣ��DQG�ۢ-HZۣ��\DKĭG��LQ�Y������ۢ+DQGV�2XWVWUHWFKHG�ۣ ������3UH�
sumably if \DG�is meant to bring to mind \DKĭG�KHUH�LQ�WKLV�YHUVH��LW�ZRXOG�LQ�YY�����
DQG����DV�ZHOO�
�����LELG�����ۙ��7KXV�5RELQVRQی��
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WKHPDWLF�V\PPHWU\�EHWZHHQ�&DLQ�DQG�WKH�-HZV�LV�WKH�UHIHUHQFH�WR�ۢUHFRP�
SHQVH�ۣ �MD]Ãɳ��%HIRUH�KLV�GHDWK��$EHO�UHPLQGV�&DLQ�WKDW�ZURQJGRHUV�UHFHLYH�
UHFRPSHQVH�LQ�WKH�)LUH��Y�������WKH�WHUP�MD]Ãɳ�DJDLQ�DSSHDUV�LQ�Y������ZKHUH�
LW�UHIHUV�QRW�WR�WKH�DॗHUOLIH�EXW�UDWKHU�WKH�FRUSRUDO�SXQLVKPHQW�LQ੠LFWHG�RQ�
WKRVH�ZKR�ZDJH�ZDU�RQ�*RG�DQG�+LV�PHVVHQJHU��WKRXJK�D�WHUULEOH�SHQDOW\�
(ɴDGKÃE�ɴDՀíP��LQ�WKH�DॗHUOLIH�LV�PHQWLRQHG�KHUH�DV�ZHOO�99 

All of these parallels and associations bolster the presentation of the 
IDVÃG�RI�WKH�-HZV�ZKR�RSSRVH�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW�DQG�KLV�FRPPXQLW\�DV�DQ�
HPEOHPDWLF�VLQ�RI�,VUDHO��D�FRQWHPSRUDU\�UHFXUUHQFH�RI�WKH�SULPRUGLDO�YLR�
OHQFH�DQG�PDOLFH�RI�WKHLU�SUHFXUVRU�&DLQ��१H�०UʀÃQ�UHODWHV�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�
VRQV�RI�$GDP�DV�D�FDXWLRQDU\�WDOH��LQWHQGHG�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�D�YHU\�VSHFL੟F�
PHVVDJH�WR�LWV�DXGLHQFH��2Q�DFFRXQW�RI�&DLQ۟V�VLQ��*RG�FOHDUO\�SURKLELWHG�
NLOOLQJ�IRU�,VUDHO��WKLV�UXOH�LPSOLFLWO\�DSSOLHV�WR�HYHU\RQH��EXW�HVSHFLDOO\�WR�
WKH� -HZV� EHFDXVH� WKLV�ZDV� FRPPXQLFDWHG� WR� WKHP� DV� UHYHODWLRQ�� %XW� WKH�
०UʀÃQ�DGGV�H[FHSWLRQV� WR� WKH�PLVKQDLF�YHUVLRQ�RI� WKH� UXOH�� IRU�NLOOLQJ� LV�
OHJLWLPDWH�DV�D�SHQDOW\�IRU�FHUWDLQ�FULPHV��HVSHFLDOO\�VSUHDGLQJ�FRUUXSWLRQ�
LQ�WKH�ODQG��+RZHYHU��ZKR�LV�LW�WKDW�VSUHDGV�FRUUXSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ODQG"�,W�LV�WKH�
-HZV�WKHPVHOYHV��DV�WKH\�DUH�JXLOW\�RI�JUDYH�WUDQVJUHVVLRQV��WKH\�GHVHUYH�WR�
have the penalty for IDVÃG� LPSRVHG�RQ� WKHP��१H�०UʀÃQ۟V� LQFRUSRUDWLRQ�
DQG� UHFRQVWUXLQJ� RI� WKH� UDEELQLF� SULQFLSOH�� LQWHJUDWHG� LQWR� WKH� DUJXPHQW�
WKDW�WKH�-HZV�VKRXOG�NQRZ�DOO�WKLV�DQG�DFFHSW�WKH�SHQDOW\�IRU�WKHLU�EHKDYLRU��
FDQ�KDUGO\�EH�FRQVWUXHG�DV�HFXPHQLFDO��DV�LW�KDV�VRPHWLPHV�EHHQ�UHDG�

:H� VKRXOG� DOVR�QRWH� WKDW� HYHQ� LQ� DGXPEUDWLQJ� H[FHSWLRQV� WR� WKH� UXOH�
DERXW�KRPLFLGHۚDQG� WKXV� OHJLWLPDWLQJ� FRPEDW� DJDLQVW� D�PDQLIHVW� -HZLVK�
WKUHDWۚWKH�०UʀÃQ� KHUH� WRR� IROORZV� WKH� SUHFHGHQW� VHW� E\� WKH� 0LVKQDK��
DGDSWLQJ� LW� LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK� LWV�RZQ�SHUVSHFWLYH�DQG�FRQWH[W�� ,Q� WKH� ODWHU�
SDUWV�RI�WKH�PLVKQDLF�WUDFWDWH�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�SDVVDJH�LV�IRXQG��
WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�FRPPXQDO�LQWHJULW\�UDLVHG�E\�WKH�SUHYLRXV�UHIHUHQFH�WR�VHF�
WDULDQV�UHFXUV��LQ�WHUPV�WKDW�RQFH�DJDLQ�UHVRQDWH�TXLWH�FOHDUO\�ZLWK�QXPHU�
RXV�SDUDOOHOV�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�

१XV�� FKDSWHU� ���RI� WUDFWDWH�6DQKHGULQ GLVFXVVHV� WKRVH�ZKR�DUH� ۢUHDOۣ�
Israelites (those who have a share in the world to come) and those who 
DUH�QRW��+HUH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�DQG�ELEOLFDO�KLVWRU\�DUH�WHOHVFRSHG�DV�WKH�WH[W�
UHODWHV�YDULRXV�H[DPSOHV�RI�VFULSWXUDO�FKDUDFWHUV�ZKRVH�EHKDYLRU�SXW�WKHP�
EH\RQG�WKH�ERXQGV�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ��WKLV�LV�D�IDPLOLDU�IHDWXUH�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ��
LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�DQG�HOVHZKHUH��DQG�\HW�DQRWKHU�ZD\�LQ�ZKLFK�PLVKQDLF�

���1RWDEO\��WKH�WHUP�MD]Ãɳ�appears three more times in the VĭUDK��LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WRی�
WKLV�ZRUOGO\�SXQLVKPHQW�IRU�WKH�WKLHI��Y�b�����UHZDUG�IRU�WKH�ULJKWHRXV�LQ�WKH�DIWHUOLIH�
�Y�b�����DQG�DQ�DWRQLQJ�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�EHOLHYHUV�PXVW�SD\�LI�WKH\�YLRODWH�WKH�VDQFWLW\�
of the ӒDUDP��Y�b�����
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GLVFRXUVH�VHHPV�WR�DQWLFLSDWH�LW��&ULWLFDOO\��WKH�ODग़HU�KDOI�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU�LQ�
Sanhedrin GLVFXVVHV�DQ�H[WUHPH�H[DPSOH��WKH�SXUJDWLYH�YLROHQFH�LQ�ZKLFK�
loyal Israelites are licensed to engage when they take up arms to eliminate 
an erring city (ɴ°U�KD�QLGGDӒDW��FI��'HXW������ۙ�����१LV�LV�WKH�K\SRWKHWLFDO�
case of an entire community meriting destruction by the righteous when 
OHG�DVWUD\�E\�KRSHOHVVO\�FRUUXSW�PHQ��KHUH��TXLWH�REYLRXVO\��WKH�UXOH�WR�WDNH�
FDUH�LQ�H[DFWLQJ�WKH�SHQDOW\�RI�GHDWK�VLPSO\�GRHV�QRW�DSSO\�100

१H�QH[W�FKDSWHU�� WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�RI� WUDFWDWH�6DQKHGULQ�� LV�PRVWO\�FRQ�
cerned with the problem of illegitimate DXWKRULW\��&RPPXQDO�HOGHUV�ZKR�
overstep their bounds in issuing rulings outside their jurisdiction are to be 
MXGJHG�E\�WKH�KLJKHVW�FRXUWV��IXUWKHU��IDOVH�SURSKHWV�DUH�PHQWLRQHG�KHUH�DV�
SDUWLFXODUO\�GDQJHURXV��HYHQ�LI� WKHLU� MXGJPHQWV�FRQIRUP�WR�WKH�KDODNKDK��
1RWDEO\�� OLNH� WKH�GHQL]HQV�RI� WKH�VWUD\LQJ�WRZQ�DQG�RWKHUV�ZKRVH�FULPHV�
MXVWLI\�WKH�VXVSHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�JHQHUDO�UXOH�DJDLQVW�NLOOLQJ��IDOVH�SURSKHWV�DUH�
DOVR�GLUHFWO\�SUHVFULEHG�WKH�SHQDOW\�RI�GHDWK�101�$V�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK��KHUH�
too in Mishnah tractate Sanhedrin there are clear limits to the idea that 
VOD\LQJ�D�VLQJOH�VRXO�LV�OLNH�VOD\LQJ�DOO�KXPDQLW\��.LOOLQJ�LV�LQ�IDFW�ZDUUDQWHG��
LW�VHHPV��LI�WKH�FULPH�RI�WKRVH�PDUNHG�IRU�GHDWK�LV�H[WUHPH�HQRXJK��1RWDEO\��
WKRVH�VR�PDUNHG�DUH�VXEYHUVLYHV��WKRVH�ZKRVH�FODLPV�PLJKW�KROG�VRPH�DS�
SHDO�IRU�WKH�EHOLHYLQJ�FRPPXQLW\��EXW�PXVW�EH�VWULGHQWO\�UHMHFWHGۚRU�HYHQ�
VXSSUHVVHG�E\�IRUFH��१LV�WRR�VHHPV�WR�DQWLFLSDWH�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�-HZV�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�DV�WKH�SULPDU\�DJHQWV�RI�FRUUXSWLRQ�LQ�WKH�
ODQG�102

ۙ������0��6DQKی������ Earlier in the tractate authority to declare the blood of the 
GHQL]HQV�RI�VXFK�D�FLW\�OLFLW�LV�UHVHUYHG�IRU�WKH�6DQKHGULQ�������
�V�ZLWK�WKH�FLW\�OHG�DVWUD\�LQWR�JRGOHVVQHVV��DXWKRULW\�WR�PDQGDWH�WKH�GHDWK$ی����
VHQWHQFH�IRU�D�IDOVH�SURSKHW�LV�UHVHUYHG�IRU�WKH�6DQKHGULQ��������,W�LV�SHUKDSV�VLJQLI�
icant that here the court’s authority to administer capital punishment to both the 
denizens of the apostate city and the false prophet is asserted alongside that of sanc�
tioning a king’s declaration of war (PLOӒHPHW�KD�UHVK½W��WKDW�LV��D�ZDU�LQLWLDWHG�E\�WKH�
NLQJ�DQG�QRW�IRXJKW�HLWKHU�E\�GLYLQH�PDQGDWH�RU�LQ�VHOI�GHIHQVH��VHH�QRWH����DERYH��
�Q�KLV������GLVVHUWDWLRQ��3HWHU�0DWWKHZV�:ULJKW�DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�SRLQW�RI�WKH,ی����
4XUʀÃQ۟V�DOOXVLRQ�WR�WKH�0LVKQDK�KHUH�LV�WKDW�ERWK�VHHN�ۢWR�OLPLW�WKH�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�
LPSRVH�FDSLWDO�VDQFWLRQV�XSRQ�VSHFLILF�FULPHVۣ��ۢ0RGHUQ�4XU۟DQLF�+HUPHQHXWLFV�ۣ �
3K�'�GLVV���8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1RUWK�&DUROLQD�DW�&KDSHO�+LOO��������������,�ZRXOG�VXJJHVW�
WKDW�WKLV�UHDGLQJ�PLVVHV�WKH�SRLQW�RI�ERWK�WH[WV۟�DSSURDFK�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKHQ�YL�
ROHQFH�PD\�EH�VDQFWLRQHG��DQG�DJDLQVW�ZKRP��,�RZH�WKLV�UHIHUHQFH�WR�0DULDQQD�.ODU�
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6FULSWXUDO�9LUWXRVLW\�DQG�,QWHUFRPPXQDO�3ROLWLFV

2YHUDOO��WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�SHULFRSH�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�GHPRQVWUDWHV�ZK\�
ZH�PXVW�EH�DV�Dग़HQWLYH�DV�SRVVLEOH�WR�WKH�QXDQFHV�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�DSSURSUL�
DWLRQ�DQG�GHSOR\PHQW�RI�WKH�WH[WXDO�DUWLIDFWV�RI�SUH�,VODPLF�-HZLVK�WUDGLWLRQ��
1DWXUDOO\��WKH�SRVVLEOH�RULJLQ�RI�DQ\�JLYHQ�WUDGLWLRQۚWKH�IRFXV�RI�PXFK�RI�
WKH�FODVVLF�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�VRXUFH�FULWLFLVP�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ��VXFK�DV�LW�LVۚWHQGV�WR�
JDOYDQL]H�WKH�VFKRODU۟V�Dग़HQWLRQ��SDUWLFXODUO\�IRU�ZKDW�LW�PD\�UHYHDO�RI�WKH�
REVFXUH�RULJLQV�RI�PXFK�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�FRUSXV��%XW�ZH�PXVW�DOVR�FRQVLGHU�
KRZ�UHFHLYHG�PDWHULDO� LV� DGDSWHG�� UHVFULSWHG�� DQG� UHFRPELQHG�ZLWK�RWKHU�
PDWHULDOV��LQ�ZKLFK�OLWHUDU\�VHग़LQJV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�FRUSXV��DQGۚPRVW�
LPSRUWDQWO\ۚWR�ZKDW� HQG��$V� ,� KDYH� VKRZQ�� LQ� WKLV� SHULFRSH��ZH�KDYH� D�
ELEOLFDO�VWRU\�WKDW�LV�YLHZHG�WKURXJK�WKH�OHQV�RI�D�-HZLVK�SUHGHFHVVRU��EXW�
SDUWLDOO\�LQIRUPHG�E\�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RI�ROGHU�&KULVWLDQ�WUDGLWLRQ�DV�ZHOO��
+RZHYHU��LW�LV�WKH�G\QDPLVP�DQG�VRSKLVWLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�HQJDJHPHQW�
ZLWK�WKH�-HZLVK�OLWHUDU\�PDWUL[�WKDW�LV�PRVW�VLJQL੟FDQW�KHUH��LWV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�
RI�WKH�VWRU\�UH੠HFWV�QRW�RQO\�GHHS�IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�WKH�SUR[LPDWH�FRQWH[W�LQ�
ZKLFK�WKH�VWRU\�DSSHDUV�LQ�WKH�0LVKQDK��EXW�LV�DOVR�GHVLJQHG�WR�DSSURSULDWH�
DQG�VXEYHUW� WKH�VSHFL੟F�FODLPV�RI� WKH�UDEELQLF�SUHFXUVRU� LQ�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�
VXEWOH��GHॗ��DQG�Hਫ਼HFWLYH�ZD\��

,Q�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�IRUPHU�HPSKDVLV�RQ�0XԆDPPDG۟V�SDVVLYH�UHFHSWLRQ�RI�
LQ੠XHQFHV�GUDZQ�IURP�KLV�HQYLURQPHQWۚۢ$EUDKDPLFۣ�VFULSWXUDO�WUDGLWLRQV�
RI�ZKLFK�KLV�SDJDQ�DOOLHV�DQG�DGYHUVDULHV�ZHUH�RQO\�VXSHU੟FLDOO\�DZDUH�DW�
EHVWۚFRQWHPSRUDU\� VFKRODUV� W\SLFDOO\� YLHZ� TXUʀÃQLF� DSSURSULDWLRQV� DQG�
subversions of older scriptural and parascriptural materials as deliberate 
UHFRQ੟JXUDWLRQV�RI�GLVFRXUVHV�WKDW�ZHUH�GHHSO\�IDPLOLDU�WR�LWV�DXGLHQFH�103 
7R�UHYLVLW�D�SRLQW�PDGH�DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKLV�DUWLFOH��RYHU�WKH�ODVW�WHQ�WR�
੟ॗHHQ�\HDUV�� VFKRODUV�KDYH� LQYHVWLJDWHG�QXPHURXV�H[DPSOHV�RI� WKLV�SKH�
QRPHQRQ��EXW�JHQHUDOO\�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�&KULVWLDQ�PDWHULDOV��XVXDOO\�LQ�6\ULDF��
,W�LV�KHUH��PDQ\�KDYH�DUJXHG��WKDW�ZH�੟QG�WKH�PRVW�SODXVLEOH�OLWHUDU\�DQG�

�7KHی���� VKLIW� LQ� VFKRODUO\�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI� WKH�4XUʀÃQ۟V� LQWHUORFXWRUV� IURP�SUL�
marily pagan to acculturated in some form of monotheist tradition is perhaps one of 
WKH�PRVW�ODVWLQJ�FRQWULEXWLRQV�RI�UHYLVLRQLVP�WR�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�RI�4XUʀÃQLF�6WXGLHV��
6HH�WKH�FODVVLF�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�*��5��+DZWLQJ��7KH�,GHD�RI�,GRODWU\�DQG�WKH�(PHUJHQFH�
RI�,VODP��&DPEULGJH��&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV���������DUJXLQJ�WKDW�DFFXVDWLRQV�RI�
VKLUN�UHSUHVHQW�D�IRUP�RI�LQWUD�PRQRWKHLVW�SROHPLFDO�GLVFRXUVH��FRPSDUH�WKH�VWXGLHV�
FROOHFWHG�LQ�3DWULFLD�&URQH��7KH�4XUɳÃQLF�3DJDQV�DQG�5HODWHG�0DWWHUV��&ROOHFWHG�6WXG-
LHV�LQ�7KUHH�9ROXPHV��YRO�����HG��+DQQD�6LXUXD��/HLGHQ��%ULOO���������PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK�
DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�ۢ SDJDQVۣ�ZHUH�HQWLUHO\�FRJQL]DQW�RI��DQG�HYHQ�FLWHG��VWDQGDUG�
PRQRWKHLVWLF�FRQFHSWV�EXW�UHMHFWHG�WKHP��WKXV�WKH�GLVPLVVDO�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�PHVVDJH�
DV�ۢWDOHV�RI�WKH�DQFLHQWVۣ�DQG�VR�IRUWK��



7+(�7:2�6216�2)�$'$0  215

UHOLJLRXV�KRUL]RQV�RI�TXUʀÃQLF�GLVFRXUVH��:KHUHDV�VFKRODUV�RQFH�HPSKDVL]HG�
WKH�०UʀÃQ۟V�RULJLQ�DV�D�ZKROHVDOH��XQVRSKLVWLFDWHG�ERUURZLQJ�RI�UDEELQLF�
WUDGLWLRQ��WRGD\�PDQ\�DUH�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�WKH�JHQHVLV�RI�,VODP۟V�VFULSWXUH�OLHV�
LQ�D�SHUVLVWHQW��VXEWOH��DQG�SUR੟FLHQW�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�ODWH�DQWLTXH�ZRUNV�RI�
PDLQO\�&KULVWLDQ�SURYHQDQFH�VXFK�DV�WKH�'LGDVFDOLD�$SRVWRORUXP��WKH�$UD�
PDLF�JRVSHOV�DQG�$FWV�WUDGLWLRQV��WKH�$OH[DQGHU�5RPDQFH� the 'LDWHVVHURQ��
DQG�WKH�K\PQV�DQG�KRPLOLHV�RI�(SKUHP��$SKUDKDW��DQG�-DFRE�RI�6DUXJ�104

,Q�FHUWDLQ�ZD\V��6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK ੟WV�WKLV�SDग़HUQ��,W�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�FRQ�
FHUQHG�WR�UHIXWH�&KULVWLDQ�FODLPV�DERXW�-HVXV��DQG��DV�5H\QROGV�KDV�VKRZQ�
in regard to the eponymous story of the heavenly table) it makes use of a 
VXEWOH�LQWHUZHDYLQJ�RI�SHQWDWHXFKDO��SVDOPLF��DQG�JRVSHO�WUDGLWLRQV�WR�SR�
OHPLFL]H�DJDLQVW�WKH�HUURUV�DQG�ZD\ZDUGQHVV�RI�-HVXV۟V�GLVFLSOHV��FULWLTXLQJ�
contemporary Christians as the heirs of the errant ӒDZÃUL\\ĭQ�rather than 
WUXH�IROORZHUV�RI�-HVXV��$V�UHJDUGV�WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�SHULFRSH��KHUH�WRR�ZH�
see a nuanced engagement with a traditional Christian portrayal of Abel as 
D�SUH੟JXUDWLRQ�RI�&KULVW��DQG�LW�LV�OLNHZLVH�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�UDYHQ�ZLWK�WKH�VWRU\�KDV�&KULVWLDQ�URRWV�DV�ZHOO��7R�PDQ\��LW�ZRXOG�VHHP�
LUUHIXWDEOH�WKDW�WKH�EDFNJURXQG�DQG�FRQWH[W�IRU�WKLV�VĭUDK must have been 
SUHGRPLQDQWO\�&KULVWLDQ��

*LYHQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�SRSXODULW\�RI�VXFK�DQ�DSSURDFKۚHQWLUHO\�MXVWL੟HG��LQ�
WKLV�DXWKRU۟V�YLHZۚWKH�TXUʀÃQLF�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�UDEELQLF�WH[WV�VHHPV�WR�
IDGH�DV�D�FRQFHUQ��$W�WKH�YHU\�OHDVW��WKH�JRDO�RI�XQFRYHULQJ�WKH�-HZLVK�LQ�
੠XHQFHV�VXSSRVHGO\�ERUURZHG�E\�0XԆDPPDG�QRZ�VHHPV�IDU�OHVV�UHOHYDQW��
LQ�FRPSDULVRQ�WR�LWV�FHQWUDOLW\�IRU�*HLJHU�DQG�KLV�IROORZHUV��+RZHYHU��RXU�
discussion here has shown the striking parallels between the overarching 
FRQFHUQV�RI�ERWK�WKH�PLVKQDLF�WUDFWDWH�DQG�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�VĭUDK�LQ�TXHVWLRQ��
WKH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�XQGHU�ZKLFK�SXQLWLYH�YLROHQFH��HVSHFLDOO\�EXW�QRW�H[FOX�
VLYHO\�LQ�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�MXVWLFH��LV�OHJLWLPDWH��WKH�QHFHVVDU\�IRXQGD�
WLRQ�RI�VXFK�OHJLWLPDF\�LQ�UHYHODWLRQ��DQG�WKH�ULJRURXV�GHIHQVH�RI�FRPPXQDO�

�7KH�ELEOLRJUDSK\�RQ�WKH�LPSDFW�RI�6\ULDF�OLWHUDWXUH�RQ�WKH�4XU۟DQ�LV�VL]HDEOHی����
DQG�FRQWLQXHV�WR�JURZ��)RU�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�WUHDWPHQWV�RI�WKLV�WKHPH�DV�SHUWDLQV�WR�WKH�
'LGDVFDOLD��VHH�+ROJHU�=HOOHQWLQ��7KH�4XUɳÃQڥV�/HJDO�&XOWXUH��7KH�'LGDVFDOLD�$SRV-
WRORUXP�DV�D�3RLQW�RI�'HSDUWXUH��7¾ELQJHQ��0RKU�6LHEHFN��������DQG�3UHJLOO��*ROGHQ�
&DOI�� ���ۙ����� WR� WKH�$UDPDLF�JRVSHOV�� VHH�(PUDQ�(O�%DGDZL��7KH�4XUɳÃQ�DQG� WKH�
$UDPDLF�*RVSHO�7UDGLWLRQV��$ELQJGRQ��5RXWOHGJH���������WR�WKH�$OH[DQGHU�5RPDQFH��
VHH�.HYLQ�YDQ�%ODGHO��ۢ7KH�$OH[DQGHU�/HJHQG� LQ�WKH�4XUʀÃQ������ۙ����ۣ � LQ�*DEULHO�
6DLG�5H\QROGV��HG����7KH�4XUɳÃQ�LQ�,WV�+LVWRULFDO�&RQWH[W��$ELQJGRQ��5RXWOHGJH���������
���ۙ����DQG�6WHSKHQ�-��6KRHPDNHU��7KH�$SRFDO\SVH�RI�(PSLUH��,PSHULDO�(VFKDWRORJ\�
LQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\�DQG�(DUO\�,VODP��3KLODGHOSKLD��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�3HQQV\OYDQLD�3UHVV��
���������ۙ���
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LQWHJULW\��%RWK�WH[WV�LGHDOL]H�D�EHOLHYLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�LV�GLVWLQJXLVKHG�E\�
its submission to the divine will and seeks to regulate violence and blood�
VKHG� WKURXJK� WKH� JXLGDQFH� RI� UHYHODWLRQ�� VXFK� WKDW� HQJDJLQJ� LQ� YLROHQFH�
YLQGLFDWHV�WKH�DXWKRULW\�RI�ERWK�UHYHODWLRQ�DQG�FRPPXQDO�OHDGHUVKLS��,W�LV�
QRW�DQ�RYHUVWDWHPHQW�WR�VD\�WKDW�IRU�ERWK�0LVKQDK�DQG�०UʀÃQ��YLROHQFH�DV�
regulated through revelation becomes FRQVWLWXWLYH�of community and iden�
WLW\��१URXJK�WKLV�SURFHVV��WKH�SXEOLF�VSKHUH��LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�
MXVWLFH�WKURXJK�YDULRXV�PHDQV�QHFHVVDULO\�RFFXUV��LV�UHQGHUHG�RU�UHFRQ੟J�
XUHG�DV�KRO\�WKURXJK�WKH�H[SOLFLW�SROLFLQJ�DQG�JRYHUQLQJ�RI�WKH�FROOHFWLYH�
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�D�GLYLQHO\�PDQGDWHG�FRGH�RI�MXVWLFH��

१LV� LV� D� TXLQWHVVHQWLDOO\� ODWH� DQWLTXH� QH[XV� RI� FRQFHUQV�� DQG� VR� LW� LV�
QRW� VXUSULVLQJ� WR� ੟QG� LW� UH੠HFWHG� LQ� ERWK�0LVKQDK� 6DQKHGULQ� DQG� 6ĭUDW�
DO�0ÃʀLGDK�� WKRXJK� WKH\� DUH� VHSDUDWHG� E\� VRPH� WKUHH� KXQGUHG� \HDUV�105 
+RZHYHU�� WKH�੟QHVVH�ZLWK�ZKLFK� WKH�०UʀÃQ� HODERUDWHV� RQ� WKHVH� WKHPHV�
E\� UHYLVLWLQJ� WKHLU� WUHDWPHQW� LQ� WKH�0LVKQDK�� VLJQDOHG�PRVW�RI� DOO� E\� WKH�
VXEYHUVLYH�UHFRQWH[WXDOL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�PLVKQDLF�SRUWUD\DO�RI�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�
DQG�WKH�HWKLFDO�OHVVRQ�GUDZQ�WKHUHIURP��SURYRNHV�VLJQL੟FDQW�TXHVWLRQV��,W�LV�
SHUKDSV�QRW�JRLQJ�WRR�IDU�WR�VXJJHVW�WKDW�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�VHHNV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�
LWV�RZQ�DXWKRULW\�DQG�ERQD�੟GHV�DV�D�UHSODFHPHQW�IRU�WKH�0LVKQDK�DPRQJ�
ERWK�-HZV�DQG�WKH�IROORZHUV�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW��$W�WKH�YHU\�OHDVW��ZH�
PXVW�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�ERWK�WH[WV�VHUYH�DV�DQ�HODERUDWLRQ�RQ�RU�UHFDSLWXODWLRQ�
RI�7RUDK�� DQG� VHHN� WR� UHQRYDWH�7RUDK� IRU� WKHLU� UHVSHFWLYH� DXGLHQFHV��%XW�
ZKLOH�WKH�0LVKQDK�VSHDNV�H[FOXVLYHO\�WR�,VUDHO��WKH�०UʀÃQ�FOHDUO\�VSHDNV�WR�
Israel and XPPDK�DOLNHۚRU�UDWKHU��LW�VHHNV�WR�FRPSHO�,VUDHO�WR�UHFRJQL]H�LWV�
claims and subordinate itself to the XPPDK�� WKUHDWHQLQJ�VHYHUH�VDQFWLRQV�
DJDLQVW�UHFDOFLWUDQW�-HZV�ZKR�GR�QRW�VXEPLW��ۢKXPLOLDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��DQG�
D�WUHPHQGRXV�SXQLVKPHQW�LQ�WKH�QH[W��H[FHSW�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�UHSHQW�EHIRUH�
\RX�RYHUSRZHU�WKHPۣ �4b����ۙ����

6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�LPSRUWDQW�DV�HYLGHQFH�RI�D�ODWH�VWDJH�RI�
GHYHORSPHQW�RI�TXUʀÃQLF�GLVFRXUVH��DQG�SUHVXPDEO\�WKH�Dग़LWXGH�DQG�LGHRO�
RJ\�RI�WKH�SURSKHWLF�FRPPXQLW\�RQ�WKH�HYH�RI�WKH�$UDE�FRQTXHVWV���2Q�WKH�
RQH�KDQG��LW�DGRSWV�D�VWURQJ�UKHWRULFDO�SRVWXUH�RI�GLVWLQFWLRQ�DQG�VHSDUDWLRQ�
from older communities who do not recognize the authority of its prophet 
DQG� VFULSWXUH��2Q� WKH� RWKHU�� VWUDWHJLF� XVH� LV�PDGH� RI� WKH� YHU\� VFULSWXUDO�
traditions and materials cited by those older communities as warrant for 

�\�GHEW�WR�WKH�ZRUN�RI�7KRPDV�6L]JRULFK��9LROHQFH�DQG�%HOLHI�LQ�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\0ی�����
0LOLWDQW�'HYRWLRQ�LQ�&KULVWLDQLW\�DQG�,VODP�(Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
3UHVV���������LV�QR�GRXEW�FRQVSLFXRXV�KHUH��2QH�RI�WKH�SDQHOV�RQ�ZKLFK�,�RULJLQDOO\�
SUHVHQWHG�WKLV�UHVHDUFK��ۢ9LROHQFH�DQG�%HOLHI�LQ�WKH�4XU۟DQLF�0LOLHX�ۣ �ZDV�GHYRWHG�WR�
SDSHUV�LQVSLUHG�E\�RU�DGGUHVVLQJ�6L]JRULFK۟V�ZRUN�
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WKHLU�FODLPV��DSSURSULDWHG�DQG�H[SORLWHG�IRU�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�DXWKRU۟V�RZQ�HQGV��
RQ�EHKDOI�RI� WKH�੠HGJOLQJ�XPPDK��१LV� LV� UHPLQLVFHQW�RI�KRZ�-HZLVK�DX�
WKRUV�RI�WKH�6HFRQG�7HPSOH�SHULRG�FUDॗHG�DSRORJLD�IRU�-XGDLVP�E\�XVLQJ�WKH�
SKLORVRSKLFDO�FRQVWUXFWV��OLWHUDU\�IRUPV��DQG�FRQFHSWXDO�FDWHJRULHV�RI�WKHLU�
*UHFR�5RPDQ�LQWHUORFXWRUV��RU�KRZ�&KULVWLDQ�VRXUFHV�RI�ODWH�DQWLTXH�6\ULD�
DQG�0HVRSRWDPLD��H�J���WKH�'LGDVFDOLD��GUHZ�RQ�D�ULFK�ERG\�RI�WUDGLWLRQV�RI�
clear Jewish ambience to legitimate their own community and delegitimize 
RWKHUV��१H�QHFHVVLW\�RI�IRUFLQJ�D�GLVWLQFWLRQ�IURP�ERWK�Jews and Christians 
is evident here in the VĭUDK��ZKLFK�PD\�KHOS� WR�H[SODLQ� LWV� VLPXOWDQHRXV�
H[SORLWDWLRQ�RI�FRQVSLFXRXVO\�-HZLVK�DQG�&KULVWLDQ�LQWHUWH[WV��,Q�DQ\�HYHQW��
WKH�IXQGDPHQWDO�DQFKRULQJ�RI�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK۟V�DUJXPHQWV�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�
VSHFLPHQ�RI�DXWKRULWDWLYH�UDEELQLF�WUDGLWLRQ�LV�GL੡FXOW�WR�GHQ\��LWV�HQJDJH�
ment with the mishnaic tractate Sanhedrin seems neither accidental nor 
LQFLGHQWDO�

I will conclude here by taking note of two recent trends in research on 
WKH�०UʀÃQ��१H�੟UVW�LV�WKDW�D�QXPEHU�RI�RWKHU�VFKRODUV�KDYH�VLPLODUO\�UH�
YLVLWHG�*HLJHU۟V� WKHVLV�RI� D�SULPDU\� -HZLVK� LPSDFW�RQ� WKH�०UʀÃQ�� UHFDOL�
EUDWLQJ�KLV�REVHUYDWLRQV��VXSSOHPHQWLQJ�WKHP�LQ�QHZ�ZD\V��RU�RWKHUZLVH�
VHHNLQJ�WR�LOOXPLQDWH�WKH�-HZLVK�PDWUL[�LQ�ZKLFK�YDULRXV�TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJHV��
WKHPHV��DQG�FODLPV�ZHUH�VKDSHG��6RPHWLPHV�WKHVH�VFKRODUV۟�੟QGLQJV�FRU�
URERUDWH�P\�RZQ��RU�WKRVH�RI�*HLJHU��IRU�WKDW�PDग़HU���2QH�H[DPSOH�LV�0H�
KGL�$]DLH]۟V�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�GLDORJLFDO�IRUP�IRXQG�LQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�TXUʀÃQLF�
SDVVDJHV�FRQFHUQLQJ�UHVXUUHFWLRQ��IRU�ZKLFK�KH�DGGXFHV�D�VWULNLQJ�SDUDOOHO�
LQ�WKH�%DE\ORQLDQ�7DOPXG��QRWDEO\��LQ�WUDFWDWH�6DQKHGULQ���FRPSDULQJ�WKHVH�
SDVVDJHV��RQH�VHHV�WKDW�ۢQRW�RQO\�VKDUHG�WKHPHV�EXW�DOVR�HTXLYDOHQW�OLWHUDU\�
IRUPV�۬� LQGLFDWH� WKH� FDVH� IRU� LQWHUWH[WXDOLW\�ۣ 106� 6RPHZKDW�PRUH�EURDGO\��
$EGXOOD�*DODGDUL�KDV�SRVWXODWHG� WKDW� WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJHV�RQ� WKH�TLEODK�
UHSUHVHQW�QRW�WKH�SK\VLFDO�GLUHFWLRQ�IRU�SUD\HU�SUHVFULEHG�IRU�WKH�EHOLHYHUV��
but rather a discourse concerning the importance of purifying and properly 
GLUHFWLQJ�WKH�KHDUW�WRZDUGV�*RG�ZKHQ�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�SUD\HU��,Q�VXSSRUW�RI�WKLV�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��KH�FLWHV�D�QXPEHU�RI�SDVVDJHV�IURP�ERWK�WKH�3HQWDWHXFK�DQG�
WDOPXGLF�WUDGLWLRQ��LPSO\LQJ�DQ�LQWHUWH[WXDO�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKHP�107 A 

یۢ���� 7KH�(VFKDWRORJLFDO�&RXQWHU�'LVFRXUVH� LQ� WKH�4XU۟DQ�DQG� LQ� WKH�%DE\ORQLDQ�
7DOPXG�� 6DQKHGULQ���Eۙ��D�ۣ � LQ�+ROJHU�0��=HOOHQWLQ� �HG����7KH�4XUڥDQڥV� 5HIRUPD-
WLRQ�RI�-XGDLVP�DQG�&KULVWLDQLW\��5HWXUQ�WR�WKH�2ULJLQV��$ELQJGRQ��5RXWOHGJH���������
���ۙ���������
یۢ���� 7KH�4LEOD: An Allusion to the 6KHPDɴ�ۣ �&,6��������������ۙ�����8QIRUWXQDWHO\��
LQTXLULHV�LQWR�WKH�VLJQLILFDQFH�RI�WKH�WHUP�TLEODK�LQ�TXUʀÃQLF�GLVFRXUVH�KDYH�IRVWHUHG�
a rather freewheeling and at times even conspiratorial line of research arguing that 
WKH�PRVTXHV�RI�WKH�SURWR�0XVOLP�FRPPXQLW\�ZHUH�LQLWLDOO\�RULHQWHG�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�
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WKLUG�H[DPSOH�LV�WKH�UHFHQW�UHVHDUFK�RI�6DTLE�+XVVDLQ��ZKR�VWDJHV�D�SURYRF�
DWLYH�DUJXPHQW�FRQFHUQLQJ�D�PXFK�GLVFXVVHG�SDVVDJH�IURP�6ĭUDW�DO�1LVÃʀ��
LQ�KLV�YLHZ��4b������ORQJ�FRQWURYHUVLDO�IRU�LWV�DSSDUHQW�VDQFWLRQ�RI�SK\VLFDO�
GLVFLSOLQH�DJDLQVW�D�GLVREHGLHQW�ZLIH��DFWXDOO\�FRQFHUQV�VXVSLFLRQV�RI�DGXO�
WHU\��DQG�VKRXOG�EH�UHDG�LQ�SUR[LPLW\�ZLWKۚRU�HYHQ�DV�DQ�DOOXVLRQ�WRۚWKH�
mishnaic discussion of the V¶ԚDK�ritual undertaken to ascertain the guilt or 
LQQRFHQFH�RI�D�ZRPDQ�DFFXVHG�RI�IRUQLFDWLRQ�108

(DFK�RI�WKH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�VWXGLHV�DUJXHV�WKDW�TXUʀÃQLF�SDVVDJHV�PD\�
be illuminated through reference to a parallel in a normative rabbinic 
VRXUFH��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�0LVKQDK��1RWDEO\��WKHLU�DXWKRUV�DUH�JHQHUDOO\�DJQRVWLF�
UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�RXU�ODUJHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�KRZ�WKH�०UʀÃQ�
UHODWHV�WR�ROGHU�VFULSWXUDO�IRUPV�DQG�GLVFRXUVHVۚWKH�KRZ�DQG�WKH�ZK\�WKDW�
H[SODLQV�WKH�LQVWUXPHQWDOLW\�DQG�LQWHQWLRQDOLW\�EHKLQG�LQWHUWH[WXDOLW\��

,Q�DQRWKHU�UHFHQW�SLHFH��6KDUL�/RZLQ�UHDFKHV�FRQFOXVLRQV�WKDW�DUH�LQ�WKLV�
UHVSHFW� FORVHU� WR�PLQH�� ,Q� LQYHVWLJDWLQJ� WKH� DIRUHPHQWLRQHG� FODLP� LQ� WKH�
०UʀÃQ�WKDW�WKH�-HZV�VD\�*RG۟V�KDQG�LV�ERXQG��/RZLQ�LGHQWL੟HV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�
precursor in a piyyut RU�OLWXUJLFDO�FRPSRVLWLRQ�DVFULEHG�WR�(OʁD]DU�KD�4DOOLU��
D�-HZLVK�SRHW�RI�WKH�SUH�,VODPLF�SHULRG��1RWDEO\��WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�YHUVH�GRHV�QRW�
HFKR�RU�DOOXGH�WR�WKH�SRHP��EXW�UDWKHU�FULWLTXHV�WKH�ODQJXDJH�DQG�LPDJHU\�
IRXQG�WKHUHLQ��LQ�WKH�SL\\XW��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU��FRQFHSWXDOO\�DGMDFHQW��-HZLVK�
WUDGLWLRQV�� *RG� LV� VDLG� WR� KDYH� UHVWUDLQHG�+LPVHOI� IURP� SURWHFWLQJ� ,VUDHO�
DW�PRPHQWV�ZKHQ�WKH\�PHULWHG�SXQLVKPHQW�IRU�WKHLU�VLQV��HQDFWHG�DJDLQVW�
WKHP�WKURXJK�WKH�GHSUHGDWLRQV�RI�WKHLU�ZRUOGO\�HQHPLHV�DQG�SHUVHFXWRUV��
१H�TXUʀÃQLF�YHUVH�GHॗO\�DSSURSULDWHV�WKLV�LGHD��EXW�VKLॗV�LWV�FRQWH[W�DQG�
DOWHUV�LWV�PHDQLQJ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHOLग़OH�WKH�-HZV�IRU�ZKDW�WKH\�EHOLHYH��+HUH�
WKH�HYLGHQW�WH[WXDO�SUHFXUVRU�FDQQRW�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�D�PHUH�ۢLQ੠XHQFH�ۣ �
but rather must be viewed as a critical stimulus that provoked a polemical 
UHVSRQVH��0RVW�VLJQL੟FDQWO\��WKH�SRLQW�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�ULSRVWH�LV�QRW�VLPSO\�
to challenge the theological integrity of the idea that God can be restrained 
VRPHKRZ��EXW�UDWKHU�WR�VXEWO\�XQGHUPLQH�WKH�FODLP�RI�D�VSHFLDO�FRYHQDQWDO�
UHODWLRQVKLS�LPSOLHG�E\�WKH�-HZLVK�VRXUFH�PDWHULDO�109 

Michael Graves reaches similar conclusions in his analysis of the image 
of God raising the mountain over Israel during the revelation of Torah at 
6LQDL��D�VFHQH�WKDW�LV�SRUWUD\HG�LQ�IRXU�GLਫ਼HUHQW�VĭUDKV�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ�DV�ZHOO�

GLIIHUHQW�GLUHFWLRQV��RU�HYHQ�WKDW�,VODP�RULJLQDWHG�LQ�DQ�$UDE�VHWWOHPHQW�QRUWK�RI�WKH�
ԅLMÃ]��IRU�H[DPSOH�LQ�1DEDWDHD�
یۢ���� 7KH�%LWWHU�/RW�RI�WKH�5HEHOOLRXV�:LIH��+LHUDUFK\��2EHGLHQFH��DQG�3XQLVKPHQW�
LQ�4�������ۣ �JQS ���������������ۙ����
����4�6KDUL�/��/RZLQ��ۢ7KH�-HZV�6D\�WKH�+DQG�RI�*RG�LV�&KDLQHGی��������DV�D�5HVSRQVH�
to a Midrash in a SL\\XW�E\�5��(OʁD]DU�KD�.DOOLU�ۣ �JQS ����������������ۙ����
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DV�LQ�WZR�SDVVDJHV�LQ�WKH�%DE\ORQLDQ�7DOPXG��,Q�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��
this motif is deployed in such a way as to insinuate that Israel only accepted 
WKH�7RUDK�XQGHU�GXUHVV��QRWDEO\��WKLV�LV�DOVR�WKH�VHQWLPHQW�RI�WKH�WDOPXGLF�
WUHDWPHQW�RI� WKH�HSLVRGH�110�+RZHYHU�� WKH�TXUʀÃQLF� WUHDWPHQW�VXEYHUWV� WKH�
EDVLF�PHVVDJH�RI�WKH�UDEELQLF�GHSLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�VFHQH��ZKLFK�HPSKDVL]HV�,V�
UDHO۟V�VSHFLDO�VWDWXV�DPRQJ�WKH�QDWLRQV��,Q�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�WUHDWPHQW��,VUDHO۟V�
XQLTXH� FRYHQDQWDO� VWDWXV� LV� LPSOLFLW�� DV� LW� RॗHQ� LV� LQ� WKH�०UʀÃQ�� EXW� WKH�
SXQLWLYH�WKHPH�FRPHV�WR�WKH�IRUHIURQW�111 

,Q�WKHVH�TXUʀÃQLF�DGDSWDWLRQV�RI�-HZLVK�SUHFXUVRU�PDWHULDOV��ZH�PD\�GH�
tect a similar dynamic of appropriation and reversal to that we have ob�
VHUYHG�LQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�DQG�0LVKQDK�WUDFWDWH�
6DQKHGULQ��0RVW�RI�WKHVH�FDVHV�SHUWDLQ�WR�PDWHULDO�IRXQG�LQ�QRUPDWLYH�UDE�
ELQLF�VRXUFHV��WKRXJK�WKH�UHOHYDQW�-HZLVK�SUHFXUVRU�LQ�WKH�FDVH�GLVFXVVHG�E\�
/RZLQ�LV�IRXQG�LQ�D�JHQUH�WKDW�FDQ�DW�PRVW�EH�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�DV�SDUD�UDEELQLF��
3HUKDSV�PRUH� VLJQL੟FDQWO\��P\� FDVH� LV�XQLTXH� LQ� WKDW�KHUH�ZH�DSSHDU� WR�
VHH�D�VXVWDLQHG�HQJDJHPHQW�ZLWK�D�VSHFL੟F�UDEELQLF�OLWHUDU\�FRPSRVLWLRQۚD�
SXWDWLYH�VRXUFH�WH[W�WKDW�LV�GLUHFWO\�HYRNHG�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�VĭUDKۚDQG�QRW�D�
PRWLI��WKHPH��RU�GLVFXUVLYH�IRUP�WKDW�UHVRQDWHV�PRUH�EURDGO\�LQ�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�
FRUSXV�

१H�VHFRQG� WUHQG� LQ�UHFHQW� UHVHDUFK�RQ� WKH�०UʀÃQ��ZKLFK� ,�KDYH�GLV�
FXVVHG�DW�OHQJWK�HOVHZKHUH��LV�WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�UHYLYDO�RI�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�
KLVWRULFDO�0XԆDPPDGۚDQ�DSSURDFK�WR�WKH�RULJLQV�RI� WKH�०UʀÃQ�WKDW�DQ�
chors it in a framework by and large dependent upon the traditional Mus�
OLP�DFFRXQW�RI�WKH�3URSKHW۟V�OLIH�DQG�PLVVLRQ�112�१H�UHVXUJHQFH�RI�VXFK�DQ�
DSSURDFKۚDQG�WKH�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�UHYLVLRQLVW�VNHSWLFLVP�LW�LPSOLHVۚLV�D�PXOWL�
IDFHWHG�LVVXH�WKDW�ZH�FDQQRW�GZHOO�XSRQ�KHUH��2XU�PDLQ�FRQFHUQ�LV�ZKHWKHU�
ZH�FDQ�LQYHVW�FUHGHQFH�LQ�WKH�,VODPLF�WUDGLWLRQ۟V�DFFRXQWV�RI�0XԆDPPDG۟V�
FRPSOLFDWHG�� DQG� HYHQWXDOO\� IUDFWLRXVۚGDUH� ZH� VD\� IUDWULFLGDOۚUHODWLRQV�
ZLWK�WKH�-HZLVK�WULEHV�RI�0HGLQD��

Some scholars take the presence and prominence of the Jewish tribes in 
WKH�0HGLQDQ�PLOLHX�IRU�JUDQWHG��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�ZRXOG�GHFU\�WKH�Dग़HPSW�WR�

�V�*UDYHV�QRWHV��WKH�%DYOL�WUHDWPHQWV�VHHP�WR�HODERUDWH�XSRQ�D�PRUH�SRVLWLYH$ی����
GHSLFWLRQ�RI�WKH�LPDJH�LQ�WKH�KDODNKLF�PLGUDVK�0HNLOWD�GH�5DEEL�<LVKPDʁHO��ZKLFK�
LV�LWVHOI�JURXQGHG�LQ�D�OLWHUDO�UHDGLQJ�RI�'HXW��������EXW�DGDSWV�LW�WR�WKH�QHZ��FRVPR�
SROLWDQ�FRQWH[W�RI�6DVDQLDQ�,UDT�
�0LFKDHO�:HVOH\�*UDYHV��ۢ7KH�8SUDLVHG�0RXQWDLQ�DQG�,VUDHO۟V�(OHFWLRQ�LQ�WKHی����
4XUʀDQ�DQG�7DOPXG�ۣ �&,6���������������ۙ����
�RU�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�LVVXHV��VHH�P\�ۢ3RVLWLYLVP��5HYLVLRQLVP��DQG�$JQRVWL(ی����
FLVP�LQ�WKH�6WXG\�RI�/DWH�$QWLTXLW\�DQG�WKH�4XUʀÃQ�ۣ �JIQSA �������������ۙ�����DQG�
also my recent review of Shoemaker’s 7KH�$SRFDO\SVH�RI�(PSLUH�in 545������������ 
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FRUUHODWH�WKH�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ�ZLWK�ZKDW�WKH�VíUDK�tells us about these 
-HZLVK� WULEHV� DQG� WKHLU� UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�0XԆDPPDG� DV� KRSHOHVVO\�PLV�
JXLGHG��0RVW�JHUPDQH�IRU�RXU�FRQFHUQV�LV�WKH�DSSURDFK�RI�0LFKDHO�/HFNHU��
ZKR�KROGV�WKDW�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�0XVOLP�VRXUFHV�SUHVHQW�DQ�LPDJH�RI�0XԆDP�
PDG۟V�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�-HZV�WKDW�LV�EDVLFDOO\�UHOLDEOH�LQ�LWV�EURDG�GHWDLOV��
WKRXJK� WKDW� LPDJH� LV�QDWXUDOO\� FRORUHG�E\� WKH� LGHRORJ\�RI�D� ODWHU� WLPH�113 
0RUHRYHU��/HFNHU�KDV�VXJJHVWHG��RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�WUDQVPLW�
ted details pertaining to the clans and tribes mentioned as signatories to the 
&RQVWLWXWLRQ�RI�0HGLQD�DQG�RWKHUZLVH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFV�RI�WKH�ԅLMÃ]�
DॗHU�WKH�KLMUDK��WKDW�WKH�HPLJUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�3URSKHW�DQG�KLV�FRPPXQLW\�PD\�
XOWLPDWHO\�KDYH�EHHQ�RUFKHVWUDWHG�E\�WKH�%\]DQWLQHV�LQ�D�GHOLEHUDWH�Dग़HPSW�
WR�FRXQWHU�WKH�ORFDO�KHJHPRQ\�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�WULEHV��DJHQWV�RI�WKH�6DVDQLDQ�
GRPLQLRQ�114

$V� SUHYLRXVO\� QRWHG��0XVOLP� WUDGLWLRQ� XVXDOO\� GDWHV� 6ĭUDW� DO�0ÃʀLGDK�
TXLWH�ODWH��DQG�VRPHWLPHV�UHFRJQL]HV�WKDW�LWV�PHVVDJH�LV�HPEHGGHG�LQ�WKH�
FRQWH[W� RI� WKH� 3URSKHW۟V� GHFOLQLQJ� UHODWLRQV� DQG� XOWLPDWH� KRVWLOLWLHV�ZLWK�
WKH�-HZV�RI�0HGLQD�115�2Q�WKLV�EDVLV��VFKRODUV�KDYH�W\SLFDOO\�GDWHG�WKH�VĭUDK�
VRPHWLPH�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�IURP�������WR��������ZLWK�SDUWV�RI�LW�SHUKDSV�DV�ODWH�

�HFNHU۟V�DSSURDFK��GHYHORSHG�RYHU�D�QXPEHU�RI�GHFDGHV��LV�V\QWKHVL]HG�LQ�KLV/ی����
0½ӒDPPDG�YH�KD�<HK½G°P��-HUXVDOHP��<DG�<LW]ԆDTbEHQ�=YL�DQG�WKH�+HEUHZ�8QL�
YHUVLW\�RI� -HUXVDOHP���������:KLOH�PXFK�RI�/HFNHU۟V�ZRUN�KDV�EHHQ� LPSDFWIXO�RQ�
VFKRODUVKLS� LQ�(XURSH�DQG� WKH�$PHULFDV�� WKLV� V\QWKHVLV�DQG� LWV� LPSOLFDWLRQV�KDYH�
ODUJHO\�EHHQ�RYHUORRNHG�
�0LFKDHOی���� /HFNHU�� ۢ:HUH� WKH� *KDVVÃQLGV� DQG� WKH� %\]DQWLQHV� EHKLQG�0XԆDP�
mad’s KLMUD"�ۣ � LQ�'HQLV�*HQHTXDQG�DQG�&KULVWLDQ�-XOLHQ�5RELQ��HGV����/HV�-DIQLGHV��
'HV�URLV�DUDEHV�DX�VHUYLFH�GH�%\]DQFH��9,H�VLªFOH�GH�OڥªUH�FKU«WLHQQH���3DULV��'H�%RFFDUG��
����������ۙ�����FI��*��:��%RZHUVRFN��7KH�&UXFLEOH�RI�,VODP��&DPEULGJH��0$��+DUYDUG�
8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV������������ۙ�����)RU�VSHFLILF�GHWDLOV�RQ� WKH� LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�/HFN�
HU� DQG�%RZHUVRFN۟V� DUJXPHQW�� DV�ZHOO� DV� REVHUYDWLRQV�RQ� WKH� LUUHFRQFLODELOLW\�RI�
WKLV�DSSURDFK�ZLWK�PXFK�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�TXUʀÃQLF�VFKRODUVKLS��VHH�P\�FRPPHQWV�
LQ� ۢ3RVLWLYLVP��6NHSWLFLVP��DQG�$JQRVWLFLVP�ۣ �)RU�D�SURYRFDWLYH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI� DQ�
WL�-XGDLVP�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�5RPDQ�3HUVLDQ�*UHDW�:DU��VHH�6DUDK�*DGRU�:K\WH��
ۢ&KULVWLDQ�-HZLVK�&RQIOLFW� LQ� WKH�/LJKW�RI�+HUDFOLXV۟�)RUFHG�&RQYHUVLRQV�DQG� WKH�
%HJLQQLQJ�RI� ,VODP�ۣ � LQ�:HQG\�0D\HU�DQG�%URQZHQ�1HLO� �HGV����5HOLJLRXV�&RQIOLFW�
IURP�(DUO\�&KULVWLDQLW\�WR�WKH�5LVH�RI�,VODP��%HUOLQ��'H�*UX\WHU������������ۙ����
�QWHUHVWLQJO\��,EQ�.DWKíU�LGHQWLILHV�ۢWKRVH�ZKR�FRPPLW�H[FHVVHV�LQ�WKH�ODQGۣ (Ií,ی����
��O�DUҺ�OD�PXVULIíQ��4bڥ����DV�WKH�-HZV�RI�0HGLQD��EXW�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKHLU�SUDFWLFHV�LQ�
WKH�SUH�,VODPLF�SDVW��LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKHLU�SDUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�ZDUIDUH�ZLWK�WKHLU�DOOLHV�WKH�
$ZV�DQG�.KD]UDM��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�DFFRXQW��WKH�-HZLVK�WULEHV�ZRXOG�ILJKW�HDFK�RWKHU�
alongside their pagan confederates and then offer and accept ransom and bloodwit 
IRU�WKH�FDSWLYHV�DQG�WKH�VODLQ��D�SUDFWLFH�IRU�ZKLFK�*RG�FKDVWLVHG�WKHP�LQ�4b����ۙ����
6HH�$Eĭ�۟O�)LӮÃʀ�,VPÃʁíO�,EQ�.DWKíU��7DIVíU�DO�4XUɳÃQ�DO�ɴDՀíP� HG��6ÃPí�E��0XԆDPPDG�
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DV���������१XV��WR�WDNH�EXW�RQH�H[DPSOH��१HRGRU�1¸OGHNH�VDZ�4b����ۙ���
DV�D�GLVFUHWH�SDVVDJH�WKDW�PXVW�GDWH�WR�VRPHWLPH�DॗHU�WKH�LQWHQVL੟FDWLRQ�RI�
KRVWLOLWLHV�EHWZHHQ�0XԆDPPDG�DQG� WKH� -HZV��SUREDEO\�FORVH� WR� WKH�FDP�
SDLJQ�DJDLQVW�.KD\EDU�LQ�������116�१H�WUDGLWLRQDO�ORFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHYHODWLRQ�
of at least part of the VĭUDK�at the time of the Prophet’s Farewell Pilgrimage 
LQ��������LV�VLJQL੟FDQW�EHFDXVH�GXULQJ�WKLV�WLPH�KH�LV�DOVR�VDLG�WR�KDYH�GH�
FODUHG�WKH�EORRG�RI�EHOLHYHUV�WR�EH�LOOLFLW�WR�RWKHU�EHOLHYHUV�117�१LV�VWDQGV�LQ�
VKDUS�FRQWUDVW�WR�WKH�JXLGHOLQHV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�WR� MXVWLI\�
ZDU�DJDLQVW�WKH�-HZV�DV�XQEHOLHYHUV��PDNLQJ�WKHLU�EORRG�OLFLW�RQ�DFFRXQW�RI�
WKHLU�FULPHV��

१LV�WLPLQJ�LV�SODXVLEOH�QRW�RQO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�VĭUDK’s rejection of the 
Jews and authorization of violence against them on the basis of their IDVÃG�
DQG�RWKHU�WUDQVJUHVVLRQV��EXW�DOVR�SRVVLEO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�DQ�DSSHDO�WR�&KULV�
WLDQV��ZKRP�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW�PD\�KDYH�FRXQWHQDQFHG�DV�SRWHQWLDO�UH�
SODFHPHQW�DOOLHV�DW�WKLV�WLPH�118 Similar to the articulation of a threat against 
the Jews in terms they would understand in this VĭUDK��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�
various echoes of Christian tradition we have detected here are intended 
DV�੠RXULVKHV�WKDW�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�FRPPXQLW\�ZRXOG�UHFRJQL]H�DV�IDPLOLDU�DQG�
WKXV�DSSHDOLQJ��१LV�FRQMHFWXUH�PD\�KHOS�WR�H[SODLQ�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�VĭUDK�that 
VHHP�DQRPDORXV�RU� VXSHU੠XRXV� LQ� WHUPV�RI� LWV�RYHUDUFKLQJ�PHVVDJH��)RU�
H[DPSOH��LI�WKH�SRLQW�RI�WKH�VĭUDK�is to justify hostilities against those who 
VSUHDG�FRUUXSWLRQ��$EHO۟V�LQVLVWHQW�QRQYLROHQFHۚRU�UDWKHU��KLV�IRUJRLQJ�RI�
UHWDOLDWLRQۚLQ�YY����ۙ���DSSHDUV�VRPHZKDW�PDODGURLW�LI�KH�LV�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�
cipher for an XPPDK�JLUGLQJ�LWVHOI�IRU�ZDU�DJDLQVW�WKH�-HZV�119 At the same 
WLPH��HYHQ�LI�ZH�IROORZ�&X\SHUV�DQG�RWKHUV�ZKR�UHDG�WKH�UHDO�WKUXVW�RI�6ĭUDW�

DO�6DOÃPDK����YROV���5L\DGK��'ÃU�ՍD\EDK�OL۟O�1DVKU�ZD۟O�7DZ]íʁ��������������������DG�
4b�����
�������G4*ی����ۙ����
��RU�WKH�DFFRXQW�RI�,EQ�,VԆÃT��VHH�$Eĭ�0XԆDPPDG�ʁ$EG�DO�0DOLN�,EQ�+LVKÃP(ی����
$O�6íUDK�DO�QDEDZL\\DK��HG��ʁ8PDU�ʁ$EG�DO�6DOÃP�7DGPĭUí����YROV���%HLUXW��'ÃU�DO�
.LWÃE�DO�ʁ$UDEí���������������������
�2EYLRXVO\��VXFK�D�K\SRWKHVLV�ZRXOG�REOLJH�XVی���� WR�H[SODLQ�4b������ WKH� IDPRXV�
YHUVH�WKDW�XUJHV�WKH�EHOLHYHUV�ۢGR�QRW�WDNH�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�DV�DOOLHV��IRU�WKH\�DUH�
RQO\�DOOLHV�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�ۣ �,Q�IDFW��RQH�PXVW�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKH�HQWLUH�SDVVDJH�IURP�
YY����ۙ���VHHPV�VWULGHQWO\�KRVWLOH�WR�WKH�DKO�DO�NLWÃE�RQ�WKH�ZKROH�
����1RWDEO\��%HOO�SURSRVHG�DQ�HDUOLHU�GDWH�IRU�WKH�HQWLUH�VĭUDK�based on the inconی�
JUXLW\�RI�WKH�ۢSDFLILF�DWWLWXGHۣ�RI�WKHVH�YHUVHV�LQ�D�PDUWLDO�FRQTXHVW��VHH�5LFKDUG�%HOO��
$�&RPPHQWDU\�RQ�WKH�4XUɳÃQ����YROV���0DQFKHVWHU��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0DQFKHVWHU�3UHVV��
������ �������:H�PLJKW�DOVR�QRWH�4b�������ZKHUH�UHWDOLDWLRQ��TLԐÃԐ��LV�VLPLODUO\�ۢSUH�
VFULEHGۣ��NXWLED�ɴDOD\NXP���EXW�ZLWK�D�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�IRU�OHQLHQF\�WKDW�LV�SHUKDSV�
XOWLPDWHO\�GUDZQ�IURP�0DWW�����ۙ���
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DO�0ÃʀLGDK�DV�DQ�DSSHDO� WR�&KULVWLDQV� WR�DFFHSW� WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW�DQG�
VXERUGLQDWH�WKHP�WR�KLV�DXWKRULW\��RQH�PXVW�DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�YY����ۙ����RQ�
ZKLFK�,�KDYH�IRFXVHG�KHUH��DUH�PRUH�WKDQ�MXVW�D�PHUH�PRPHQWDU\�GLYHUVLRQ�
RU�DVLGH�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKH�-HZV��5DWKHU��WKLV�SDVVDJH�PXVW�EH�
UHDG�DV�SUHVDJLQJ�DQ� LQWHQVL੟FDWLRQ�RI�KRVWLOLWLHV� WKDW�ZRXOG� UHVKDSH� WKH�
multilayered social and religious terrain surrounding the XPPDK�120

$�੟QDO�GHWDLO�GUDZQ�IURP�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�VRXUFHV�LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKLV�
VĭUDK��DOEHLW�LQGLUHFW��LV�ZRUWK�QRWLQJ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D�IDPRXV�DFFRXQW�LQ�WKH�
6íUDW�5DVĭO�$OOÃK�RI�,EQ�,VԆÃT��ZKHQ�0XԆDPPDG�DQG�KLV�IROORZHUV�WXUQHG�
DJDLQVW�WKHLU�IRUPHU�DOOLHV�WKH�%DQĭ�०UD\մDK�DॗHU�WKHLU�EHWUD\DO�GXULQJ�WKH�
%Dग़OH�RI�WKH�7UHQFK�������ۙ������WKH�IDWH�RI�WKH�GHIHDWHG�WULEH�ZDV�SXW�LQ�WKH�
KDQGV�RI�RQH�6DʁG�E��0XʁÃGK��D�०UDմí�ZKR�HPEUDFHG�,VODP�DQG�IRXJKW�IRU�
WKH�3URSKHW��DQG�ZKR�ZDV�LQMXUHG�GXULQJ�WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�EDग़OH��6DʁG۟V�MXGJ�
PHQW�DJDLQVW�KLV�IRUPHU�FRUHOLJLRQLVWV�ZDV�WKDW�WKH�PHQ�VKRXOG�EH�NLOOHG��
WKH�ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�WDNHQ�DV�VODYHV��DQG�WKHLU�SURSHUW\�GLYLGHG�DV�VSRLOV�
RI�ZDU�121 

$V�0DUWLQ�/LQJV�QRWHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�HSLVRGH��6DʁG۟V�MXGJPHQW�DJDLQVW�
WKH�०UD\մDK�FRQIRUPV�WR�WKH�IDWH�OHJLVODWHG�IRU�WKH�GHQL]HQV�RI�DQ�HQHP\�
FLW\�GHIHDWHG�E\�,VUDHO�LQ�'HXW������ۙ���122 It is striking in the light of our 
UHDGLQJ� RI� 6ĭUDK� ��� VR� FORVHO\� DOLJQHG�ZLWK� WKH�PLVKQDLF� OHJLWLPDWLRQ� RI�
YLROHQFH��WKDW�,VODPLF�WUDGLWLRQ�VKRXOG�SUHVHQW�DQ�DQDORJRXV�MXVWL੟FDWLRQ�IRU�
WKH�GHFUHH�DJDLQVW�%DQĭ�०UD\մDK��DQFKRUHG�LQ�D�GLਫ਼HUHQW�UHJLVWHU�RI�-HZ�
LVK�VFULSWXUDO�WUDGLWLRQ��EXW�RQH�WKDW�LV�FRQFHSWXDOO\�DQG�WKHPDWLFDOO\�FRQ�
JUXRXV�ZLWK�WKH�PLVKQDLF�RQH��1RWHZRUWK\�DV�ZHOO�LV�WKDW�WKLV�LV�DFWXDOO\�WKH�
more OHQLHQW penalty prescribed for defeated enemies in this chapter of Deu�
teronomy: the following passage (20:16–18) addresses the case of defeated 

��ERUURZ�WKH�WHUP�ۢPXOWLOD\HUHGۣ�IURP�+ROJHU�=HOOHQWLQ��ZKR�DSSOLHV�LW�WR�WKH,ی����
0HGLQDQ�PLOLHX��6HH�KLV�ۢ7ULDORJLFDO�$QWKURSRORJ\��7KH�4XUʀÃQ�RQ�$GDP�DQG�,EOíV�
LQ�9LHZ�RI�5DEELQLF�DQG�&KULVWLDQ�'LVFRXUVH�ۣ �LQ�5¾GLJHU�%UDXQ�DQG�+¾VH\LQ�,���L©HN�
�HGV����1HZ�$SSURDFKHV�WR�+XPDQ�'LJQLW\�LQ�WKH�&RQWH[W�RI�4XUڥÃQLF�$QWKURSRORJ\��
7KH� 4XHVW� IRU� +XPDQLW\� �1HZFDVWOH� XSRQ� 7\QH�� &DPEULGJH� 6FKRODUV� 3XEOLVKLQJ��
������� ��ۙ�����+HUH� =HOOHQWLQ� VKRZV� TXLWH� FOHDUO\� WKDW� WKH�0HGLQDQ� QDUUDWLYH� RI�
$GDP�DQG�WKH�DQJHOV�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�%DTDUDK������ۙ����EXLOGV�RQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�HODERUD�
WLRQV�RQ�WKH�HSLVRGH�IURP�WKH�0HFFDQ�SHULRG��EXW�DOVR�GUDZV�LQ�XQLTXH�WUDGLWLRQV�
RI�FOHDU�-HZLVK�DPELHQFH�DV�ZHOO��=HOOHQWLQ�LQIHUV�WKDW�WKLV�WH[WXDO�G\QDPLF�VSHDNV�
QRW�RQO\�WR�D�ODUJHO\�RUDO�PLOLHX��LQ�ZKLFK�GLIIHUHQW�WH[WXDO�WUDGLWLRQV�IUHHO\�LQWHU�
PLQJOHG��EXW�PD\�KDYH�VSHFLILFDOO\�EHHQ�WDLORUHG�WR�DGGUHVV�PXOWLSOH�FRQVWLWXHQFLHV��
LQFOXGLQJ�ERWK�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV�
������EQ�+LVKÃP��$O�6íUDK�DO�QDEDZL\\DK,ی������
�0DUWLQ�/LQJV��0XKDPPDGی�����+LV�/LIH�%DVHG�RQ�WKH�(DUOLHVW�6RXUFHV��5RFKHVWHU��9$��
,QQHU�7UDGLWLRQV��������������PLVWDNHQO\�FLWLQJ�WKH�SDVVDJH�DV�'HXW��������
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FLWLHV�RI�WKH�&DQDDQLWHV�DQG�PDQGDWHV�WKDW�WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�Xग़HUO\�GHVWUR\HG��
ZLWK�QRQH� OHॗ�DOLYH�ZKDWVRHYHU��१LV� LV� WKH�DOVR� WKH�SLWLOHVV� IDWH�GHFUHHG�
IRU�DQ�HUULQJ�FLW\�LQ�'HXW������ۙ����RQH�RI�WKH�VDQFWLRQV�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�WKH�
PLVKQDLF�WUDFWDWH�6DQKHGULQ��,Q�FRQWUDVW��WKH�LQYRFDWLRQ�RI�'HXW������ۙ���
KHUH�DGPLWV�DW�OHDVW�VRPH�VPDOO�TXDQWXP�RI�PHUF\�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WRWDO�DQQL�
KLODWLRQ��WKLV�LV�DOVR�WKH�MXGJPHQW�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ��ZKLFK�WKUHDWHQV�JUXHVRPH�
SXQLVKPHQWV�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�ZDJH�ZDU�DJDLQVW�*RG�DQG�+LV�3URSKHW��EXW�DOVR�
DGPLWV�WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�PHUF\�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�UHSHQWDQFH��������

,W�LV�XOWLPDWHO\�XQFOHDU�KRZ�PXFK�FRQ੟GHQFH�ZH�FDQ�LQYHVW�LQ�ZKDW�WKH�
tradition reports about the Jews of Medina and whether the information we 
JOHDQ�IURP�WKH�VRXUFHV�UHDOO\�LOOXPLQDWHV�WKH�DXWKHQWLF�UHYHODWRU\�FRQWH[W�RI�
WKH�०UʀÃQ��,�ZRXOG�FHUWDLQO\�QRW�JR�VR�IDU�DV�WR�VXJJHVW�WKDW�P\�LQWHUSUHWD�
WLRQ�RI�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�YDOLGDWHV�RU�FRUURERUDWHV�HYHU\�GHWDLO�RI�WKH�VíUDK’s 
DFFRXQW� RI�0XԆDPPDG۟V� UHODWLRQV�ZLWK� WKH� -HZV� RI�0HGLQD��+RZHYHU�� D�
breakdown in the XPPDK’s UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-HZLVK�WULEHV�LQ�WKH�YLFLQLW\��
HYHQWXDOO\�DFFHOHUDWLQJ�LQWR�RSHQ�FRQ੠LFW��SURYLGHV�D�EURDGO\�SODXVLEOH�FRQ�
WH[W�IRU�WKH�HPHUJHQFH�RI�WKH�PHVVDJLQJ�RI�WKH�VĭUDK�as I have understood 
LW�KHUH��*LYHQ�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW۟V�DSSHDO�WR�-HZV�
in his social ambit was purportedly abandoned in favor of open confronta�
WLRQۚFXOPLQDWLQJ��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�VíUDK��LQ�WKH�SXUJLQJ�RI�%DQĭ�०UD\մDK�
DQG�WKH�FDPSDLJQ�DJDLQVW�.KD\EDU�LQ��ۙ�����ۙ���ۚLW�VWUDLQV�FUHGXOLW\�WR�
WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�OHJLWLPDWLRQ�RI�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�-HZV�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�LV�
PHUHO\�FRLQFLGHQWDO��१LV�LV�WKH�HQWLUH�SRLQW�RI�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK��HVSHFLDOO\�
LWV� UHRULHQWDWLRQ�RI� WKH�&DLQ�DQG�$EHO�VWRU\��ZKLFK�WUDGLWLRQ�GDWHV� WR�DS�
SUR[LPDWHO\�WKLV�SRLQW�LQ�WKH�3URSKHW۟V�FDUHHU�

$V�,�KDYH�VKRZQ�KHUH��WKLV�PHVVDJLQJ�LV�LQWULQVLFDOO\�WLHG�WR�WKH�VWUDWHJLF�
DSSURSULDWLRQ� DQG� UHRULHQWDWLRQ� RI� UDEELQLF� -HZLVK� WUDGLWLRQ��PRUH� GLUHFW�
DQG�FRQFUHWH�LQ�6ĭUDW�DO�0ÃʀLGDK�WKDQ�SHUKDSV�DQ\ZKHUH�HOVH�LQ�WKH�०UʀÃQ��
Some would conclude from this that the Jews of Medina must have been 
halakhically observant and linked to the rabbinic communities of Palestine 
DQG�,UDT�123�१LV�LV�VXUHO\�DQ�RYHULQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�JLYHQ�WKH�YDULHW\�
RI�WKH�HFKRHV�RI�DQFLHQW�-HZLVK�WUDGLWLRQ�H[KLELWHG�E\�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�FRUSXV��
%XW�JLYHQ�WKH�SUR[LPDWH��HYHQ�LQWLPDWH��NQRZOHGJH�RI�D�QRUPDWLYH�UDEELQLF�
VRXUFH�WKDW�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�UH੠HFWHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�VĭUDK��D�UHFRQVLGHUDWLRQ�

��K\SRWKHVLV�PRVW�UHFHQWO\�DGYDQFHG�E\�+DJJDL�0D]X]�LQ�7KH�5HOLJLRXV�DQG$ی����
6SLULWXDO�/LIH�RI�WKH�-HZV�RI�0HGLQD��/HLGHQ��%ULOO���������D�ZRUN�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�ZLGHO\�
FULWLTXHG� IRU� LWV�RYHUFRQILGHQFH� LQ� VHHNLQJ� WR� UHFRYHU� LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW� WKH� UHOL�
JLRVLW\�DQG� WUDGLWLRQV�RI� LWV� VXEMHFWV��)RU�D�FRXQWHUYDLOLQJ�SRVLWLRQ�� VHH�$DURQ�:��
+XJKHV��6KDUHG�,GHQWLWLHV��0HGLHYDO�DQG�0RGHUQ�,PDJLQLQJV�RI�-XGHR�,VODP��2[IRUG��
2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV���������FK�����HVS����ۙ����
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RI�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH�०UʀÃQ�DQG�ZKDW�WKH�WUDGL�
tional sources tell us about the relations between the XPPDK and the Jews 
WRZDUGV�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�0HGLQDQ�SHULRGۚDW�OHDVW�LQ�EURDG�WHUPVۚFRPHV�LQWR�
IRFXV�DV�DQ�HVSHFLDOO\�XUJHQW�WDVN��3HUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�SURYRFDWLYH�TXHVWLRQ�
UHPDLQV�XQDQVZHUHG��DQG�EULQJV�XV�EDFN�IXOO�FLUFOH�WR�*HLJHU��KRZ�WR�VTXDUH�
the fact of the profound knowledge of rabbinic Judaism and sheer scriptural 
YLUWXRVLW\�RI�WKH�TXUʀÃQLF�SURSKHW�ZLWK�WKH�SRUWUDLW�RI�0XԆDPPDG�WKDW�WKH�
WUDGLWLRQ�Rਫ਼HUV�XV�


