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Course Number - Title:	ENGL 326B-01 | Writing for the Community
Department: 			English

Instructor: 			Sebastian Williams
Office/Office Hours: 		Albert Hall 317 | W 1:00 PM – 2:00 PM
Phone/E-mail: 		304-637-1431 | williamss4dewv.edu

Academic Term: 		Spring 2021
Days/Time/Room: 		M/W/F 2:00 PM – 2:50 PM; Albert Hall 302
Credits/Prerequisites: 	03 / ENGL 102 with a C or better
									
COURSE DESCRIPTION
[bookmark: _GoBack]Writing structures our communities, from personal relationships to government projects and business endeavors. In this course, you’ll perform participatory writing and civic engagement through a series of writing projects, and you’ll also learn about community-based writing praxis. This includes techniques for clear communication and an understanding of professional genres and the ethics of public rhetoric. By the end of the semester, you’ll complete Wiki entries, a multimodal community project, and a grant proposal to apply the skills from this course in real-world environments.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this course, students will . . .
· critically analyze professional, community-based writing
· implement professional-writing techniques in their own writing
· compose and design digital media that are informed by rhetorical theory
· create a grant proposal
· develop and use a vocabulary of terms and concepts in public rhetoric

REQUIRED TEXTS
· Karsh and Fox. The Only Grant-Writing Book You’ll Ever Need. 5th Edition, Basic Books, 2019. ISBN: 978-1541617810.
· Surma, Anne. Public and Professional Writing: Ethics, Imagination, and Rhetoric. Palgrave, 2005. ISBN: 978-1-4039-1582-5.
· Other readings on Sakai (please bring hard copies to class)


GRADING
A (93-100); A- (90-92); B+ (87-89); B (83-86); B- (80-82); etc. 

ASSIGNMENTS 
I will distribute assignment sheets for each writing project (WP).
· WP1 - Augusta Media Outreach and Research (15%)
· Partnering with the Augusta Heritage Center, our class will do media outreach focused on blogging. You will also attend Augusta events and we will discuss keyword research, Google Trends, and other SEO tools.
· WP2 - Wikipedia Entry (20%)
· You will advocate for an issue that interests you by creating a Wikipedia article. We will also discuss agonistic rhetoric and the theory of writing for non-profit organizations (such as The WikiMedia Foundation).
· WP3 - Grant Proposal Assignment (30%)
· We will work with the public library to write two grant proposals (more details later). This is a collaborative assignment, with two teams. We will send out the proposals in mid-April for the library to submit.
· WP4 - Handbook Digital Project (20%)
· This is a (collaborative) student activist handbook. You will interview organizations on campus (and potentially at other schools, such as WVU) to write a technical handbook on effective community engagement. This will be a “how-to” guide on student activism that we will publish live online.
· Quizzes & Reading Responses (15%)


COURSE POLICIES
Attendance
All students must attend every class unless officially excused. Excused absences include representing the College, participating in approved field trips, illness, a family emergency or others as determined by the instructor. Students will be responsible for all course work missed while absent. Absences in classes immediately before and after holidays are unexcused. You may miss up to three days without penalty. For every missed day after this limit, you will lose 5 points from your course average.

	Late Assignments
All assignments are due on the date listed on the schedule (at the beginning of class). Late work will lose 10 points per day.

Academic Honesty 
Davis & Elkins College expects its students to pursue their academic careers with integrity.  By policy, teachers report instances of cheating and plagiarism to the Vice President of Academic Affairs and recommend a penalty, which may be an F on the assignment in question or even expulsion from the course or the College.

Academic Support
The Naylor Learning Center provides academic support by providing tutorial services, the Supported Learning Program and Disability services. Visit The Naylor Learning Center in Albert Hall, Suite 200 or call (304) 637-1384 for more information. 

Davis & Elkins complies with federal and state laws and regulations regarding discrimination, including the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972.

If you have a disability and need a reasonable accommodation for equal access to education or services at Davis & Elkins College, please contact Disability Services at (304) 637- 1384. If you believe that you or someone else has been the victim of discrimination or harassment at Davis & Elkins College, you may contact your adviser or the Title IX/ADA Section 504 Coordinator at (304) 637-1277.

Davis & Elkins College faculty members are designated as “responsible employees” in keeping with guidance from the Office of Civil Rights. As such, D&E faculty must report any observations or disclosures (by a member of D&E’s community) of gender-based harassment, gender-based abuse, or gender-based violence or related experiences and incidents shared with them to the Title IX Coordinator. 

If you need an accommodation, please let me know and I’ll try to make it happen. This also goes for anyone with non-visible disabilities or who passes as “normate.” No need to do that here.

COVID-19
In the event of an outbreak on campus or a related event, we will switch to online instruction, primarily using Sakai. I have a plan in place and will provide more details if necessary.

COURSE SCHEDULE
This is a tentative schedule that provides an overview of units. A detailed schedule can be found at the link below. Please note that the schedule may be updated as the course progresses.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_e6kmEKbrngNHw65n9pc8HS5NFD7oEdTod-b1VknC7k/edit?usp=sharing  

UNIT 1		Weeks 1-3		Defining Community
			Augusta Blog Entry (Sign-Up Sheet)

UNIT 2 		Weeks 3-6		Advocacy Writing
			Wiki Entry Due: March 5, 2021

UNIT 3		Weeks 6-12		Grant-Writing
			Project Due: March 31, 2021

UNIT 4		Weeks 12-16	Activism and Technical Writing
			Project Due: April 28, 2021
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