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WELCOME TO THE PH.D. IN COMPARATIVE STUDIES!

IT 1S MY PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO OUR ANNUAL COMPARATIVE STUDIES CONFERENCE. FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY OFFERS
A PH.D. IN COMPARATIVE STUDIES, WITH TRACKS IN CULTURES, LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES (HUMANITIES) AND CULTURE, SOCIETY
AND POLITICS (SOCIAL SCIENCES). THESE ARE DESIGNED AS INTERDISCIPLINARY AND MULTIDISCIPLINARY COURSES OF STUDY THAT
ENABLE DOCTORAL STUDENTS TO DEVELOP EXPERTISE WITHIN TRADITIONAL DISCIPLINES AND ACROSS DISCIPLINARY AND CULTURAL
BOUNDARIES. AT THE HEART OF OUR PROGRAM IS OUR STRONG BELIEF THAT HUMAN SOCIETIES, CULTURES, LANGUAGES, AND LITERATURES
ARE MOST FRUITFULLY UNDERSTOOD THROUGH COMPARATIVE MODES OF ANALYSIS THAT INCLUDE AN EVER-CHANGING LANDSCAPE
OF THEORY AND METHODOLOGIES. THE OBJECTIVES OF THE CLL AND THE CSP PROGRAMS ARE TO PRODUCE SCHOLARS WHO WILL TEACH
AT THE UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE LEVEL IN MORE THAN ONE ACADEMIC DISCIPLINE AND IN INTERDISCIPLINARY PROGRAMS, AND WHO
WILL BE ABLE TO CONDUCT RESEARCH THAT CROSSES OVER TRADITIONAL BOUNDARIES IN AN EFFORT TO DEVELOP NEW INSIGHTS.
WHILE MOST GRADUATES OF THE PROGRAM WILL PREPARE FOR THE CHALLENGES OF THE ACADEMY IN AN INCREASINGLY GLOBALIZED
SOCIETY, OTHERS WILL PREPARE FOR A VARIETY OF NONACADEMIC POSITIONS IN PUBLIC AND PRIVATE ORGANIZATIONS.
PRIMARY AREAS OF STRENGTH FOR THE CLL PROGRAM INCLUDE STUDIES OF LITERATURE AND MIGRATION, RHETORIC AND COMPOSITION,
U.S. MULTIETHNIC LITERATURES, EARLY MODERN LITERATURES, GENDER, SEXUALITY AND EMBODIMENT IN LITERATURE, MODERNITY
AND POSTMODERNITY IN LITERATURE, SPACE AND PLACE IN LITERATURE, AND POSTCOLONIAL LITERATURE AND CULTURE. PRIMARY
AREAS OF STRENGTH FOR THE CSP PROGRAM INCLUDE STUDIES OF SOCIOCULTURAL AND MEDICAL ANTHROPOLOGY: BIOARCHAEOLOGY,
ETHNOARCHAEOLOGY, ZOOARCHAEOLOGY AND PRIMATOLOGY (ANTHROPOLOGY); GENDER, AGRICULTURE, ADULTHOOD, ADOLESCENCE,
CHILDHOOD, RACE, SOCIAL CLASS AND ECONOMICS (SOCIOLOGY); COMPARATIVE POLITICS, AMERICAN POLITICS, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS,
PUBLIC POLICY AND LAW, POST-CONFLICT RESOLUTION, DEMOCRACY AND DEMOCRATIZATION, POLITICAL BEHAVIOR AND QUANTITATIVE
METHODS (POLITICAL SCIENCE). THE CURRICULUM IN BOTH PROGRAMS ALSO DRAWS FROM MANY DISCIPLINES IN THE DOROTHY F.
SCHMIDT COLLEGE OF ARTS AND LETTERS AND ACROSS THE BROADER UNIVERSITY. WITH ACCOMPLISHED FACULTY AND EMINENT
SCHOLARS, OUR PROGRAM IS PROUD TO OFFER AN INNOVATIVE, RIGOROUS, TRANSDISCIPLINARY COURSE OF STUDY. EACH YEAR WE
OFFER TO THE MOST QUALIFIED CANDIDATES EXCELLENT TEACHING AND RESEARCH FELLOWSHIPS. OUR FACULTY, STUDENTS AND STAFF
COLLABORATE IN CONSTRUCTING AN ENERGETIC, PRODUCTIVE AND PLEASURABLE LEARNING COMMUNITY.

I ENCOURAGE YOU TO SPEAK WITH THE STUDENTS AND FACULTY HERE AT THE CONFERENCE TO LEARN ABOUT OUR EXCITING PROGRAM
IN MORE DETAIL THANK YOU FOR JOINING US HERE AT FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY.

SINCERELY,

ADAM BRADFORD, PH.D.
DIRECTOR OF COMPARATIVE STUDIES

DR. ASHVIN R. KINI

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
FRIDAY 19 OCTOBER | 16.15 - 17.00 | CU 301

ASHVIN R. KINI RECEIVED HIS PHD IN LITERATURE (CULTURAL STUDIES)
FROM UC SAN DIEGO IN 2016. HIS RESEARCH EXAMINES DIASPORIC
BLACK AND SOUTH ASIAN LITERATURE AND CINEMA TO EXPLORE
QUEER AND FEMINIST MODELS OF AFFILIATION AND COALITION
ATTENTIVE TO NONEQUIVALENT HISTORIES OF COLONIALISM AND
GENDERED RACIALIZATION. HIS WORK HAS APPEARED IN SOUTH ASIAN
REVIEW AND THE JOURNAL OF INTERCULTURAL STUDIES.

ON BEHALF OF ALL OF OUR COLLEAGUES IN THE COMPARATIVE STUDIES PH.D. PROGRAM, WE WELCOME YOU TO THIS YEAR'S

CONFERENCE. OUR CONFERENCE THEMES ARE AN OUTGROWTH OF THINKING
AND PRACTICE IN OUR CLASSROOM SPACES, SCHOLARLY RESEARCH, AND

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE OVER THE PAST YEAR. OUR CONVERSATIONS AS A LEADERSHIP GROUP, AS WELL AS IN
CONSULTATION WITH STUDENTS AND FACULTY OUR PROGRAM, RESULTED IN THE

FOLLOWING FOCUS OF THIS YEAR'S CONFERENCE:

WHILE SCHOLARS AND STUDENTS OFTEN VIEW IMPERIAL PROJECTS AS HISTORICAL,
RATHER THAN CONTEMPORARY CONJUNCTURES, THE REALITY IS THAT THESE PROJECTS, THEIR EFFECTS, AND THEIR

JUSTIFICATIONS REMAIN A PART OF CURRENT AFFAIRS. THE CONTINUED VILIFICATION,
REJECTION AND EXCLUSION OF VOICES WHICH EXPRESS THEIR OPPRESSION TO AND RESISTANCE AGAINST COLONIZING

POWERS IN A SUPPOSED POST-COLONIAL AGE IS ONE OF THE GRAND CONTRIBUTORS

10 SUSTAINING THE IDEA OF EMPIRE AS PAST, BUT NOT AS A PRESENT, CONTINUING CONDITION. THIS CONFERENCE
LOOKS TO AMPLIFY VOICES OF DISSENT AS A CALL TO ACTION, INTERRUPTING IMPERIAL PROJECTS THROUGH DIALOGUE, LEARNING, AND COLLABORATION.

THE COMPARATIVE STUDIES STUDENT ASSOCIATION WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING

INDIVIDUALS FOR THEIR WURK IN SUPPUORTING THIS COUNFERENCE: STACEY BALKAN, ERIC BERLATSKY, ADAM BRADFORD, POLLY BURKES, CARLA CALARGE,

MELISSA GARCIA CRISCUOLO, JOSE DE LA GARZA VALENZUELA, GABBY DENIER, TAYLOR HAGOOD, MICHAEL HORSWELL,
SHELBY JOHNSON, HENDRICK JOSEPH, A5H KINI, WILLIAM LEAP, STACY LETTMAN, KRIS LINDBECK, IAN MACDONALD, AND NANCY POULSON. WHILE OUR

CONFERENCE IS RUN BY PH.D. STUDENTS, ON BEHALF OF OUR GRADUATE
STUDENT COLLEAGUES AND IN SERVICE OF WIDER INTELLECTUAL AND CULTURAL COMMUNITIES

HERE AT FLORIDA ATLANTIC UNIVERSITY, OUR WUORK WOULD BE

IMPOSSIBLE WITHOUT THE COLLABORATION, ENCOURAGEMENT, AND SUPPORT OF OUR FACULTY AND ADMINISTRATIVE ALLIES.

[N SOLIDARITY,
CHARLIE GLEEK | MITCHELL BACCINELLI | ANA-CHRISTINA ACOSTA
GASPAR DE ALBA | KATHRYN PEWENOFKIT-BRINER
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