Creation and Destruction in the Ancient World and Today

FYS 143a

Prof. Shayna Sheinfeld
E-mail: shayna.sheinfeld@centre.edu
Phone ext. 5258
Course day/time: 
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MTWThF 12:30–3:30

Class Location: Young 111
Office: Crounse 438
Office Hours: 

M–Th: 10:30–11:30am
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By appointment

Course Description and Objectives:

This course will explore the devastation and re-creation of flood stories of the Ancient World and today. We will begin with narratives found in the biblical book of Genesis, and look at comparable ancient narratives of the flood, such as the one found in the Epic of Gilgamesh. We will then explore how the Genesis flood narrative has been interpreted in its afterlives through an examination of texts produced by Jews, Christians, and Muslims in different periods and locations. Following this examination we will move into the portrayal of the flood in contemporary culture. Utilizing methodology from the academic study of religion, modern analyses will include both religious (e.g. Ark Encounter) and secular (e.g. films such as Evan Almighty) instances. This course will include a full day trip toward the end of the term.

Learning Objectives:

By the end of this course, a diligent student will

· Develop skills to critically read and analyze texts and material objects from a variety of time periods (e.g. antique, medieval, modern) and religious traditions (polytheistic, Israelite, Judaism, Christianity, Islam).

· Understand the importance of context in the interpretation of texts and objects

· Be able to provide a definition for “religion” 

· Be able to distinguish between emic and etic perspectives in the study of religion and to be able to explain why they are essential for the study of religion

· Be able to define and apply several methodologies used in the academic study of religion.

· Improve their presentation skills 

Required Materials:

· Gilgamesh: A New English Version by Stephen Mitchell (ISBN: 978-0743261692)
· The Preservationist by David Maine (ISBN: 978-0312328481)
· Course pack available through the bookstore ( “CP” on the schedule)

· Additional materials posted on Moodle or handed out in class
· Notebook 

· Your rapt attention and enthusiasm

· Possibly crayons, markers, watercolors, stickers…but that is entirely up to you.

Course Expectations:

· This course will be a mixture of interactive lecture, discussion, and in-class active learning. You are expected to actively engage in all aspects of the class.
· Readings are listed in the course schedule according to the date they will be discussed. Be sure to read and annotate the assigned reading before coming to class and bring copies of the readings to class for reference. If you cannot participate in the class discussions based on the readings, you may be asked to leave. 
· Electronic Devices: Laptops, tablets, cell phones, and other electronic devices are NOT allowed and must be silenced and stored out of easy reach during class, unless we have planned otherwise. 

Assessment:
Attendance & Participation




10%

In-Class Presentations





10%

Notebook






15%

Reading Quizzes





20%

Ark Encounter Reflection




10%

Final Project






25%

Final Project Reflection




10%

Attendance and Active Participation: Attendance and participation are a necessary part of learning in this course. Participation will be marked based on engagement during class, participation in class discussions, periodic short assignments, and interactive lectures.
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You are expected to attend all scheduled class meetings. CentreTerm is an intensive learning experience and missing even one class will set you behind. Thus, more than one class absence will result in at least a 5% reduction in your overall course grade. Absences will only be “excused” when official documentation is provided. Official documentation includes written confirmation of a medical condition from a physician and permission from the college to participate in college sanctioned events. If you need to miss class for any reason, it is your responsibility to obtain relevant notes and class information. Attendance on the field trip is required.

In-Class Presentation: Twice during the term you will be required to give an in-class presentation. Details will be discussed during the first week of class and details will be posted to Moodle.

Notebook: Your notebook is going to be where the majority of your “raw” thinking is done. It will be where you take notes, where you question, analyze, think, ponder, doodle, draw, respond, and discover. Do not lose it! I will collect notebooks regularly. Guidelines will be posted to Moodle.

Reading Quizzes: There will be a reading quiz for most class days. Reading quizzes will be announced in the class before. The quizzes may cover any of the material in the assigned reading from the night before. 

Reflection Papers (Ark Encounter & Final Project): You will be asked to write a total of two (2) reflection papers. The first will be a critical reflection of your impressions of the Ark Encounter field trip and its relationship to class material. The second will relate to the final project. Prompts will be posted to Moodle.

Final Project: The final project will be a Creative Translation of Gen 6–9 or one of the later interpretations of this narrative that we have read throughout the semester. Details will be posted to Moodle.

Additional Information:

Late Policy: All assignments are due by the start of class on the date specified on the syllabus unless otherwise noted. Assignments may be turned in up to one day late; late assignments may have up to one letter grade subtracted (A- becomes B+). If you think you will be late with an assignment, you must make an appointment with me ahead of time in order to discuss the situation; otherwise late assignments will not be accepted.
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Communication: I will respond to emails promptly during regular working hours (9–5). While I will check my email and respond during the evenings and on weekends, you may wait up to 24 hours for a response. If there is an impending deadline or an emergency, I will attempt to respond as soon as possible. I encourage you to take advantage of office hours; if you can’t come during office hours, send an email to arrange a meeting. Changes to my office hours will be mentioned in class and/or posted on my office door.

Academic Honesty: Plagiarism is a serious issue. Plagiarism—any attempt by a student to represent the work of another as one’s own—will not be tolerated. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, all of the following: copying the answers of another student on an examination, copying or substantially restating the work of another person or persons in any oral or written work without citing the appropriate source, and collaboration with someone else in an academic endeavor without acknowledging his or her contribution. All instances of plagiarism will be dealt with according to university policy, no matter how minor.

	I am committed to making our classroom an inclusive and supportive learning environment for people of all ethnicities, religions, sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender expressions.


Learning Challenges: Students who may need additional assistance due to learning differences or challenges are expected to see me during the first two weeks of the semester. I am willing to make accommodations whenever possible, but only if proper documentation has been provided and you see me in advance. If you think you need accommodations but are not certain how to find them, I can assist you by helping you reach the College’s coordinators for disabilities, Dr. Mary Gulley (x5223), who will prepare a signed Accommodation Notice. Note that in any course the instructor must sign the back of the Accommodation Notice before any necessary accommodations can take effect.

ASSIGNMENT SCHEDULE
**If there is an assigned reading from the Course pack (CP), MAKE SURE YOU BRING IT TO CLASS.

ANCIENT ORIGINS and EARLY INTERPRETATIONS

Tuesday Jan 3

· Topics: Introduction; Syllabus; How to Read a Text; Academic Study of the Bible

· Readings
· Coomber, “Reading the Old Testament in Ancient and Contemporary Contexts” (Moodle)

Note: There will be a Reading Quiz today based on Coomber’s article.

Wednesday Jan 4

· Topics: Genesis 6–9: What exactly are we dealing with here? Documentary Hypothesis

· Readings
· Read Genesis 5–9 carefully (CP), as we practiced in class on Tuesday

· Collins, “The Nature of the Pentateuchal Narrative” (Moodle)

Thursday Jan 5
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Topics: The Flood in Ancient Near Eastern Literature

· Readings
· Mitchell, Gilgamesh
· A Sumerian Myth (CP)

Friday Jan 6

· Topics: Early Interpretations of the Genesis Flood

· Readings
· Kugel, “The World of Ancient Biblical Interpreters” (Moodle)

· Kugel, Excerpt from Traditions of the Bible (CP)

Monday Jan 9

· Topic: In-depth analysis of the Book of the Watchers

· Readings
· Re-read Genesis 5–6 (CP)

· “Book of the Watchers” in the Old Testament Pseudepigrapha (CP)

· Portier-Young, “Symbolic Resistance in the Book of the Watchers” in The Watchers in Jewish and Christian Traditions (Moodle)

INTERPRETATIONS OF THE FLOOD in LATER RELIGIOUS TRADITIONS

Tuesday Jan 10

· Topics: Introduction to the Study of Religion; What is Religion?

· Readings
· Herling, “Beginnings in the Study of Religion” (Moodle)

· Doniger O’Flaherty, “Other Scholars’ Myths: The Hunter and the Sage” (CP)

Wednesday Jan 11

· Topics: What is Judaism?; The Flood in the Jewish Imagination

· Readings
· Neusner, “Judaism” in Religious Foundations of Western Civilization (Moodle)

· Excerpt from Targum Pseudo-Jonathan (CP); Have Gen 6–9 open while reading the Targum

Thursday Jan 12

· Topics: What is Christianity?; The Flood in the Christian Imagination

· Readings
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Cunningham, “Introduction: The Words and the Word Made Flesh” in The Norton Anthology of World Religions: Christianity (Moodle)

· Selection of New Testament Texts (CP)

· Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture (CP); Have Gen 6–9 open while reading the commentaries. 
Friday Jan 13

· Topics: What is Islam?; Noah & the Flood in the Muslim Imagination

· Readings
· Esposito, “Muhammad and the Quran: Messenger and Message” in Islam: The Straight Path (Moodle)

· Noah in the Qur’an, from “Prophets and Messengers from Adam to Jesus” in Readings in the Qur’an, trans. K. Cragg (CP)

· Selections from Tales of the Prophets, Muhammad ibn Abd Allah al-Kisai, trans. W.M. Thackston, Jr. (CP)

MODERN INTERPRETATIONS OF THE FLOOD

Monday Jan 16

· Topics: Creationists & The Ark Encounter

· Readings
· Jennings, “Genesis and the Claims of Creationists,” in Storms over Genesis: Biblical Battleground in America’s Wars of Religion, (CP)

· J. Bielo, “Creationist History-Making: Producing a Heterodox Past,” in Lost City, Found Pyramid: Understanding Alternative Archaeologies and Pseudoscientific Practices (CP)

· J. Bielo, “Literalism as Creativity,” (Moodle)
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Guest speaker: James Bielo

Tuesday Jan 17 – Ark Encounter Trip (inclement weather date: Thursday January 19)

· Topics: Ark Encounter
· Readings
· Spend time looking at the Ark Encounter website on Monday evening.

Note: We will be leaving in the morning from Centre and will not return until the late afternoon/early evening. Bring money for food/pack snacks. More details/announcements will be made in class.

Wednesday Jan 18 – Founders Day, limited schedule

· Topics: Reflecting on the Ark Encounter; Beginning The Preservationist
· Readings
· Maine, 1–86

Thursday Jan 19 – (Inclement Weather Date for the Ark Encounter)

· Topics: Continuing with The Preservationist; Other Modern Interpretations

· Readings
· Maine, 89–160

Due: Ark Encounter Reflection

Friday Jan 20 – Fiction & Other Modern Interpretations
· Topics: Finishing The Preservationist; Other Modern Interpretations; Preparing for the Final Project

· Readings
· Maine, finish
· Cushing Stahlberg, “Refuse, Realism, Retelling: Literal and Literary Reconstructions of Noah’s Ark” in Subverting Scripture: Critical Reflections on the Use of the Bible (CP)

Monday Jan 23

· Topics: Contemporary Floods
· Readings
· Articles and reflections on flooding throughout the contemporary world (Moodle)
Tuesday Jan 24
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Final Presentations. Guidelines will be posted on Moodle.

Grading Rubric: 
	A 93-100 
A- 90-92
	Excellent work; clear and concise thesis; an original and well-supported argument with evidence from the text. Clean and proofread text, a paper where the reader encounters few mistakes and learns a good deal about your topic.

	B+ 88-89 
B 83-87 
B- 80-82
	Very good work. A clear thesis with well-written evidentiary support containing a well-thought argument. 

	C+ 78-79 
C 73-77 
C- 70-72
	Above to average work. An identifiable thesis with some evidentiary support.

	D 60-69
	Barely acceptable work. Scattered prose with no clear thesis or directional argument. Less than clear prose.

	U 0-59
	Unacceptable. No argument or direction and lack of clear use or knowledge of the text. Poor writing and grammar.
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