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As individuals and collective bodies, we are in the process of confronting “new normals”: a transformed world, a
shifting sense of reality, an altered state. The experience of transition and change invites us to rethink, to better
understand, how we conceptualize the states in which we live and the alterations that they undergo. While recent events
have highlighted alterations to political and physical bodies, examining histories and representations of change and
movement can help us to recontextualize and more fully comprehend transformations of minds, bodies, social and
political norms, environments, and texts.

At this conference, we welcome presentations that consider how alterations open up possibilities and present challenges.
How do transformations expose what we might previously have taken for granted? How do they bring to light new
avenues for further change? Is it possible to move between states without altering them or being altered in the process?
What contingencies, challenges, and possibilities does this kind of movement allow? Do we live in a continual state of
flux or do forms of permanence exist? How are change and alteration represented in and through literary texts?

We invite abstracts for papers that explore states and changes in a variety of forms: alterations that are physical, psychic,
spiritual, political, environmental, and social; and “states” that are natural, national, narrative, embodied, and linguistic.
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