Methodological Comments
by Major Torah Commentators

Rashi

Rashi on Gen. 3:8

N2’ YN DY 7YY

There are many aggadic midrashim and they have
already been ordered in their appropriate places
in Bereshit Rabbah and in the rest of the Midrash
collections; [, however, am only concerned with
the peshat of Scripture and for the aggadah which
establishes the words of Scripture in a fitting
manner.
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Talmudic sources: Shabbat 63a, Yevamot 11b &
24a ("averse is never to be deprived of its literal
meaning"); Sanhedrin 34a ("one verse has several
meanings; one meaning is not derived from
several verses")
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Rashbam

Rashbam on Gen. 37:2

’2: 779 YN YY 072V

Those who love intellect will intellectualize and
understand what the rabbis taught us, that
Scripture does not depart from its peshat. Even
though that essence of Torah comes to teach us
and to make us aware by the hints of the peshat
and the stories, and the laws and the rulings; and
by means of the variants of language, and by
means of the thirty-two hermeneutic rules of
Rabbi Eliezer the son of Rabbi Yose the Galilean,
and by the thirteen hermeneutic rules of Rabbi
Ishmael. The early commentators, on account of
their great piety, were occupied with leaning
towards the derashot that are the essence, and
because of this they were not accustomed to the
depths of the peshat of Scripture...Even our
teacher Solomon, the father of my mother,
illuminator of the eyes of the exiled, had in mind
to explain the peshat of Scripture. I, Samuel the
son of Rabbi Meir, his grandson, even argued with
him and before him and he admitted to me that if
he had the time, he would need to make different
interpretations according to the peshat
approaches that are being developed every day.
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Rashbam on Genesis 1:1

/NN PYNIA DY 07avH

Those who are learned will understand that all the
words of our rabbis and their interpretations are
truthful and correct. This is what is stated in
Tractate Shabbat [63a]: “I was eighteen years old
and I did not know that the Scripture does not
depart from its peshat.” And the essence of the law
and the interpretations comes from extraneous
readings or a change of language, because the
peshat of Scripture is written in language such that
it is possible to learn from it the essence of the
interpretation, as in “This is the history of the
heavens and the earth in their creation [be-
hibar’am], and the sages interpreted, “by
Abraham” [be-Avraham], according to the variance
of the language, because it is not necessary to
write by their creation. Presently I will explain the
interpretations of earlier commentators on this
verse, to announce to people why I did not see fit
to interpret as they did.

DIYMYITY 1M 3127 9D DDYOWNN D
YD GT) NIV NODN NN N .DXNNNIY DD
PRT NIWT KDY, PIV O 2NN 92 RN = (RMY
MYITN MOYNN TPV VIV YT R8P XIPNH
ANDIY ,NWON NPWN IN MIXIPNT NN PRI
POV N TINDD POIDY NIV KIPN DY IVIVI
NIND) 0D NITYIN NZN7 N ,NYITN
MOIND ,’ONIINDY : DIDN VI ,ONIIN
NNY ONIAN 2INDT TIN N NOW WD
20 WTIND ,NT PID92 DINYNRIN MWV YIIN
.DMND YIAD Y1INRI ND NNY DTN

Rashbam on Exodus 21:1

N N5 TNV by 07avs

Those endowed with intelligence will know and
understand that I do not come to explain laws
although they are the essence, as [ explained in
Genesis, because excess readings are heard in
stories and laws, and a few of them are to be found
in the commentary of our teacher Solomon, the
father of my mother, may the memory of the
righteous be a blessing. But I come to explain the
peshat of the texts and the rulings and laws that
can be [understood] according to common sense.
Even so, the laws are essential, as our rabbis said:
law uproots teaching.
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Ibn Ezra

Ibn Ezra, Introduction to the Torah
Commentary (Standard/Short Version)

MINY NNTPN ,Y’ANY

The considered judgment is the foundation,

For the Torah was not given to one who does not
possess understanding,

And the intermediary between man and his God is
his intellect.

And every matter that the intellect will not
disavow—

In its simple and legal sense we will interpret it,
And we will situate ourselves according to its
form,
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And accept that this is its truth

And not grasp around like the blind for a wall,
But according to our need we will draw out the
words,

Because why should we turn the visible into the
concealed?

But if there are places where they are truly
attached,

And both are faithful and clear,

Both of the like of bodies and of thoughts,

Like the circumcision of flesh and the circumcision
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Ibn Ezra on Gen. 22:4

792723 HPYN ,Y7INI

The rabbis said: when Isaac was bound he was
thirty-three years old. If this is the way of
tradition, then we shall accept it. But if by way of
conjecture, [we accept it only] if it is correct.
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Ramban

Ramban, Introduction to the Torah
Commentary

AN 1PN ,)7an9

It appears that the Torah, which is written with
black fire upon white fire...the writing was
continuous without spacing between words, and it
was possible in reading it that you read by way of
[combined] names; or that you read by our way of
reading in regard to the matters of the Torah and
the commandments. It was given to Moses our
Teacher by way of reading the commandments,
and was transmitted to him orally how to read it
by [combined] names...just as in the manner of the
Qabbalists.
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amban on Genesis 1:1

/NN PUNIA Y 17319

But if you merit to understand the secret of the
word be-reshit (in the beginning), and why it does
not precede and say “God created in the
beginning,” know that by way of truth the text
speaks of lower matters but hints at higher
matters. The word be-reshit hints at Wisdom,
which is the beginning of beginnings, as [ have
mentioned. Thus the Targum Yerushalmi
translates [it] be-hokhmata, “with wisdom.”
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