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EDUCATION:  

University of California, Los Angeles                                                  
Ph.D. in Near Eastern Languages and Cultures 	    Expected Graduation June 2023
C. Phil. (ABD)		                               	    Advanced to Candidacy March 18, 2022	
Field: Ancient Near East
Focus: Hebrew Bible, NW Semitics & Egyptology

Dissertation: Deciphering Foreign Worship: Examining the Jewish Scribal Tendencies in the “Psalms” of Papyrus Amherst 63 with Col. XII, 11-19 as a Test Case
Committee: William M. Schniedewind (Chair/Advisor), Kathlyn M. Cooney, Catherine E. Bonesho, Solange Ashby, Gary A. Rendsburg (Rutgers University)

University of California, Los Angeles					Completed Fall 2018
M.A. in Near Eastern Languages and Cultures 		      Advisor: William Schniedewind	
Major: Hebrew Bible/NW Semitics
Minor: Imperial Aramaic

The Master’s Seminary, 	Sun Valley, California			 Completed Sept 2016
Master of Theology in Old Testament

The Master’s Seminary, 	Sun Valley, California			Graduated May 2011
Master of Divinity

Tuskegee University, 	Tuskegee, Alabama           			Graduated May 2009                                  B.S. in Business Administration        

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 

University of California, Los Angeles
Teaching Fellow								Sept 2017–Present

Troy University			Troy, Alabama			January 2022–Present
Adjunct Professor                              

Auburn University at Montgomery						January 2022–Present
Adjunct Professor

Los Angeles Bible Training School		
Professor 				Los Angeles, CA			Feb 2011–Sept 2016

The Master’s College
Adjunct Professor			Santa Clarita, CA			Aug 2012–Dec 2012
COURSES TAUGHT
Adjunct/Instructor of Record
· Introduction to Biblical Studies (Troy University)
· World History until 1648 CE (Auburn University at Montgomery)
· Christianity and Contemporary Religions (The Master’s College)
TA Courses
· Egyptian Religion 
· Egyptian Religion (Online)
· Jerusalem: Holy City (Writing Intensive)
· Visible Language: The History of Writing 
· First Civilizations
· Women and Power in the Ancient World (Online Writing Intensive)
Bible School
· The Book of Genesis
· Christianity and Contemporary Religions
· Biblical Hebrew
· The Epistle of 1 Peter
· The Book of Job
AREAS OF TEACHING COMPETENCE 
· Old Testament/Hebrew Bible
· Biblical Hebrew 
· Historical Hebrew Grammar
· Ancient Judaism
· Aramaic
· Africana Biblical Interpretation
· Black Church History
· Christian Ethics
· Northwest Semitic Languages 
· Egyptian Language
· Ancient Near Eastern Cultures and History
· Ugaritic
· Ancient History/ Civilizations
· Ancient Near Eastern Religion
· Women in the Ancient World
· World History
· Egyptian Religion and History
· Biblical Studies
· Second Temple Judaism
· New Testament
· Koine Greek


RESEARCH LANGUAGES  

· Ancient
Hebrew, Aramaic (Old, Official, Imperial, Targumic), Egyptian Language and Scripts (Old, Middle, Late and Demotic), Ugaritic, Canaanite Dialects (Moabite, Samalian, Phoenician, Edomite), Greek (Koine), Akkadian
· Modern
Hebrew, French, German

RESEARCH INTERESTS:

· Papyrus Amherst 63
· Origins of the Alphabet
· Africana Biblical Interpretation
· Scribalism (West Asian and Egyptian)
· The Bible’s Orientation in Africa/African Influence
· Qumran
· Second Temple Judaism
· Appropriation of the Hebrew Bible
· Israelite Religion
· Egyptian Religion
· Divine Kingship in ANE
· Women in the Bible and Levantine Society
· ANE Languages
· Genesis
· Exodus
· Deuteronomy
· Critical Theory
· Women and Power in the Ancient World
· Psalms
· Inner Biblical Exegesis
· Personal Names in Hebrew Bible and Egypt
· Cosmology in the ANE
· Writing Technology

PUBLICATIONS

[bookmark: _Hlk104039947]Ward, Stephen E. “Papyrus Amherst 63.” Database of Religious History. University of British Columbia. (2022). https://religiondatabase.org/browse/1330/#/

Ward, Stephen E. “Solomon’s Temple.” Database of Religious History. University of British Columbia. (2023). (Forthcoming)

INVITED LECTURES OR PRESENTATIONS:

Ward, Stephen E. “Apotropaic and Naming Magic” Invited Lecture in Egyptian Religion, UCLA, Spring Quarter 2018. 

Ward, Stephen E. “Deciphering Foreign Worship: Looking at the Psalms of Papyrus Amherst 63 and What They Tell Us About Worship in a Small Community.” Invited Presentation Troy University, October 13, 2021. 

Ward, Stephen E. “The Intersection of Egypt and the Hebrew Bible.” Invited Lecture for Pathway to the PhD, UCLA, July 17, 2022.

RELEVANT WORK EXPERIENCE:

The Master’s Seminary Library 	
Acquisitions Manager	Sun Valley, CA 	     October 2017–June 2018 
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Imported titles using OCLC systems
· Purchased pertinent titles for the library using GOBI/EBSCO systems and Amazon
· Ordered, Packaged and Received titles utilizing the ALMA system
· Created invoices for newly purchased titles in the ALAM system
· Received and managed periodicals
Library Technician						          	      April 2014–October 2017
· Served patrons of the library with various needs and always providing good customer service
· Answered research questions regarding various topics
· Shelved books that are utilized or returned by patrons
· Repaired and processed books in order that they are able to be utilized in the main collection

Los Angeles Bible Training School	
Administrative Assistant/Assistant to the President	Los Angeles, CA	    Jan 2016–Dec 2016 
· Updated fundraising system and converted from the Fundraiser system to the Power Church system
· Kept account of donations utilizing computer databases
· Conducted New Student Interviews at the start of every semester
·  Assisted the President in the planning annual banquet and other events
· Executed the plan for annual banquet and events 
· Reported to the President, in order to handle any duties necessary either regarding students or administration

Community of Faith Bible Church (Formerly LACBC)
Ministerial Assistant				South Gate, CA		Feb 2012–2017
· Preaching in some Sunday services
· Developing college ministry
· Teaching adult Sunday school

Los Angeles Community Bible Church (LACBC)
Ministerial Assistant 				Los Angeles, CA		Oct 2010–Feb 2012
· Teaching midweek Bible studies  
· Preaching in some Sunday services
· Developing young adult ministry
· Teaching young adult Sunday school


Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church		
Ministerial Assistant and Intern		Los Angeles, CA		June 2009–Sept 2010
· Worked closely with the pastor taking on any research and organization needs
· Worked with the evangelism of the church and helped develop it structurally
· Developed a young adult ministry
· Taught Bible studies and small groups and preached on some Sunday mornings

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND AWARDS 
· Society of Biblical Literature 
· Bible and Religions of the Ancient Near East Collective (BRANE)
· Eugene Cota-Robles Fellowship 2016–2021
· 2014 ETS Annual Meeting Scholarship Recipient
· Tuskegee Honor Roll 2005–2006
· Barnabas Scholarship 2013–2014
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