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EDUCATION

Ph.D. 		University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, with honors, 2017
		Religious Studies (Ancient Mediterranean Religions & Christian Origins) 	

M.A. 		University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, with distinction, 2013
		Religious Studies (Ancient Mediterranean Religions & Christian Origins) 

B.A.		Washington University in St. Louis, summa cum laude, 2010
		Religious Studies (major) and Classics (minor) 

----- 		Hertford College, University of Oxford, 2009 
		Undergraduate Program in Classical Languages & History of Christianity 

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS

2019-Present	Assistant Professor of Religion, Wittenberg University (Springfield, OH)

Director, Religion Program, Department of Philosophy & Religion (2022-Present) 
Director, Premodern and Ancient World Studies (PAST) Program (2021-Present)

2016-2019	Assistant Professor of Religious Studies, Northland College (Ashland, WI) 

2014-2016	Teaching Fellow in Religious Studies, UNC-Chapel Hill (Chapel Hill, NC) 

PUBLICATIONS

Monograph

2022 		Demonic Bodies and the Dark Ecologies of Early Christian Culture (New York:				Oxford	 University Press). 

Peer-reviewed Journal Articles & Book Chapters

[bookmark: _Hlk110432061]2023 (forthcoming) 	“Fallen Angels and the Christian Body in Tertullian’s On the Veiling of					Virgins: A Multispecies Exploration,” Journal of the American					Academy of Religion. 

2023 (forthcoming) 	“Disabling the Divine: Inhuman Assemblages and the “Pagan” Body in					the Epistle to Diognetus,” in Esther Eidinow and Georgia Petridou,					eds., Deconstructing the Body in Antiquity and Modernity						(Routledge). 

2023 (forthcoming) 	“The Environments of Ephesus in Antiquity: A History in Four Islands,”					in Pavla Simkova and Milica Prokic, eds., Environmental History					of Islands (White Horse Press).  

2022 (forthcoming) 	“Nature, Animals, and Sexual Ethics in Early Christianity,” Studia						Patristica.  

[bookmark: _Hlk116313143]2022 			“Tertullian of Carthage, Sexualized Violence, and the ‘Abjection’ of the					Female Flesh,” in Christy Cobb and Eric Vanden Eykel,						eds., Sex, Violence, and Early Christian Texts (Lexington Books):					123-141. 

[bookmark: _Hlk116313072]2022			“Books, Scribes, and Cultures of Reading in the Shepherd of Hermas,”					Journal of Ecclesiastical History 73.3 (July): 461-479.* 
(*Awarded Eusebius Essay Prize).

[bookmark: _Hlk94893811]2022			“Hospitality, not Honors: Portraits and Patronage in the Acts of John,”					Harvard Theological Review 115.1 (February): 69-89.   

2021			“A Cartography of Kinship: Domestic Space, Tomb Cult, and the Re-					Mapping of Ephesus in the Acts of John,” Journal of Early						Christian Studies 29.4 (Winter): 463-493.*  
(*Awarded A.R. Pete Diamond Award for Integrative Scholarship			by the Society of Biblical Literature).

2021			“Environmental Change, the Acts of John, and Shifting Cultic Landscapes					in Late Antique Ephesus,” Studies in Late Antiquity 5.2 (Summer):					176-215. 

2020			“The Past, Present, and Religious Studies Future of Civic Engagement in					American Higher Education.” With Sara Ronis. The Wabash					Center Journal On Teaching 1.3: 23-	40. 

2017			“Dining with ‘Inhuman’ Demons: Greco-Roman Sacrifice, Demonic					Ritual, and the Christian Body in Clement of Alexandria,” Studia					Patristica 82.8: 51-72.

2014			“Daemonic Trickery, Platonic Mimicry: Traces of Christian							Daemonological Discourse in	Porphyry’s De Abstinentia,” Vigiliae					Christianae 68.4: 416-449. 

2013			“Bodiless Docetists and the Daimonic Jesus: Daimonological Discourse					and Anti-Docetic Polemic in Ignatius’ Letter to the Smyrnaeans,”					Archiv	für Religionsgeschichte 14: 183-204.

Review Essays

[bookmark: _Hlk97627071][bookmark: _GoBack]2022			Review of Jonathon Lookadoo, The Shepherd of Hermas: A Literary,					Historical, and Theological Handbook. T&T Clark, 2021. The					Journal of Ecclesiastical History 73.4 (October): 852–853.

[bookmark: _Hlk97627093]2021			Review of Andrei Orlov, Demons of Change: Antagonism and Apotheosis					in Jewish and	Christian Apocalypticism. SUNY Press, 2020.					Journal of Theological Studies 72.2: 932–934.

2021			Review of M. David Litwa, Posthuman Transformation in Ancient						Mediterranean Thought. Cambridge University Press, 2021.					Reading Religion. (https://bit.ly/rrlitwa). 

2020			Review of Risto Uro et al., eds., The Oxford Handbook of Early Christian					Ritual. Oxford	University Press, 2019. Journal of Theological					Studies 71.1: 343–345.  

2020			Review of Markus Vinzent, Writing the History of Early Christianity:					From Reception to Retrospection. Cambridge University Press,					2019. Journal of Early Christian Studies 28.1: 168-169. 

Works in Progress

Worms, Spit, and Wood: Inhuman Christologies in Early Christianity (50-300 CE) (book	manuscript, in process) 

“The Cross from Hell: Animacy and Anti-Judaism in the Gospel of Peter” (article manuscript, in	preparation) 

“Grapte the Scribe: A Christian Freedwoman” (article manuscript, in preparation) 

AWARDS & PRIZES

2021		Eusebius Essay Prize, Journal of Ecclesiastical History (for “Books, Scribes,				and Cultures of Reading in the Shepherd of Hermas”) 
2020		A.R. Pete Diamond Award for Integrative Scholarship, Society of Biblical					Literature (for “A Cartography of Kinship: Domestic Space, Tomb Cult,				and the Re-Mapping of Ephesus in the Acts of John”) 
2020 		Manfred Lautenschläger Award for Theological Promise, Research Center for				International and Interdisciplinary Theology, Heidelberg University (for				Ph.D. Dissertation, “Rulers of the Air: Demonic Bodies and the Making of				the Ancient Christian Cosmos”) 
2017		Dissertation Awarded Honors, UNC Dept. of Religious Studies
2013		Graduate Student Mentor Award, UNC Office for Undergraduate Research

GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS 

2022		Early Career Research Grant, North American Patristics Society 
[bookmark: _Hlk97627222]2021-2022	Research Grant, Faculty Research Fund, Wittenberg University 
2021		Research Fellow, “Beyond Canon” Project, Centre for Advanced Studies,					Universität Regensburg
2020-2021	Sabbatical Research Grant, Louisville Institute
2019		Finalist, Robert M. Kingdon Fellowship, Institute for Research in the Humanities,				University of Wisconsin-Madison
2015-2016	Dissertation Completion Fellowship, North American Patristics Society
2012-2015	Dolores Zohrab Liebmann Graduate Fellowship
2015		Conference Travel Grant, Robert Miller Fund for Graduate Student Excellence,				UNC Department of Religious Studies
2015		Research Travel Grant, UNC Graduate & Professional Student Federation
2015		Conference Development Grant, UNC Institute for the Arts & Humanities
2014-2015	Future Faculty Fellowship, UNC Center for Faculty Excellence
2014		Research Travel Grant, The Ephesus Foundation (USA) 

INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

Mar. 2021	“Portraits, Patronage, and Hospitality in the Acts of John,” Invited Presentation to				“Beyond Canon” Fellows, Centre for Advanced Studies, Universität				Regensburg. Regensburg, Germany. [Virtual due to COVID-19]. 

Nov. 2020	“Environmental Collapse and its Aftermath: Some Lessons from our Ancient				Past,” Invited Presentation to Ball State University Dept. of Philosophy				and Religious Studies/Muncie Public Library “Big Questions, Big Ideas”				Series. Muncie, IN. [Virtual due to COVID-19].

April 2020 	“Christianity and Environmental Resilience in Late Ancient Ephesus,” Invited				Presentation to the Ohio State University Center for the Study of					Religion. Columbus, OH. [Virtual due to COVID-19].

Nov. 2017 	“Possession, Exorcism, and Religious Identity from Antiquity to Today,” Invited				(Virtual) Presentation to Ball State University’s Religious Conversations				Colloquium. Muncie, IN. 

Feb. 2014	“Religious and Ethnic Identity in the Age of Constantine,” Invited Response				Lecture for Center for Late Ancient Studies Symposium, Duke University.				Durham, NC. 

Dec. 2011	“Undergraduate Research and the Academy: A Retrospective,” Invited Lecture to				Merle Kling Undergraduate Research Fellowship, Washington University				in St. Louis. St. Louis, MO.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

[bookmark: _Hlk105486666]Oct. 2022	“Nature, Animals, and Sexual Ethics in Early Christian Literature.” Fourth					International Patristics Conference. Lublin, Poland. [Virtual Presentation]. 

May 2022	“Animacy and Anti-Judaism in the Gospel of Peter.” North American Patristics				Society Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL. 

May 2021	“‘Do you want to hear me read?’ (Shep. Herm. 4.3): On Reading, Writing, and				Listening in the Shepherd of Hermas.” North American Patristics Society				Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL. [Virtual due to COVID-19].

Dec. 2020	“A Cartography of Kinship: Domestic Space, Tomb Cult, and the Re-mapping of				Ephesus in the Acts of John.” Diamond Award Presentation, Society of				Biblical Literature Annual Meeting [Virtual due to COVID-19]. 

Dec. 2020 	“Porphyry of Tyre and the Posthuman Environments of the Ancient					Mediterranean.” American Academy of Religion Annual Meeting [Virtual				due to COVID-19].

May 2020 	“Christianity and Environmental Resilience in Late Ancient Ephesus.” Manfred				Lautenschläger Award Colloquium, Heidelberg University. Heidelberg,				Germany. [Cancelled due to COVID-19].

Oct. 2019 	“Reading as Revelation: Writing, Literacy, and Cultures of Reading in the					Shepherd of Hermas,” Cultures of Reading in the Ancient Mediterranean				Conference, Duke University. Durham, NC. 

March 2019	“Environmental Disaster, the Acts of John, and Shifting Cultic Landscapes in				Late Antique Ephesus,” Shifting Frontiers in Late Antiquity Conference.				Claremont, CA. 

Nov. 2018	“Earthly Portraits and Heavenly Tombs: Evolving Materialities of Cultic					Patronage in the Acts of John,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual				Meeting. Denver, CO.  

May 2018	“Evil Entanglements: Toward an ‘Inhuman’ Ecology of the Anthropocene,”				“Religious Perspectives and Alternative Futures in an Age of Humans”				Conference. Bloomington, IN. 

Nov. 2017	“Of Landscapes and Legacies: The Reconfiguration of Cultic Space in the Acts of				John,” Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting. Boston, MA. 

Oct. 2017	“Antiquity, Agency, and the Anthropocene: Constructing Prehuman Counter-				narratives through Multispecies Cosmologies,” Presentation to the					“Being Human in the Age of Humans: Perspectives on the Anthropocene”				workshop, University of Chicago. Chicago, IL. 

May 2017	“No Ordinary Prophet: Knowledge, Revelation, and Authorial Self-Fashioning in				the Shepherd of Hermas,” North American Patristics Society Annual				Meeting. Chicago, IL. 

Nov. 2016	“‘It is they who are the appearance’ (Trall. 10): Ignatius of Antioch and the				Making of Early Christian ‘Docetism,’” Society of Biblical Literature				Annual Meeting. San Antonio, TX. 

June 2016	“‘Letter by Letter’: Literacy, Writing, and Revelation in the Shepherd of					Hermas,” King’s College London Conference on Divine Revelation in the				Ancient Mediterranean. London, UK.

Nov. 2015	“Demons in the “Flesh”: Christian Conflict and Demonic Bodies in Late					Antiquity,” Society of	Biblical Literature Annual Meeting. Atlanta, GA. 

Aug. 2015	“Eating at the ‘Table of Demons’: Hellenic Sacrifice and the Demonic Corruption				of Christian Ritual Bodies,” Oxford Patristics Conference. Oxford, UK.

Nov. 2013	“John, ‘Apostle to the Gentiles’?: Religious Competition and the						(De)Construction of Apostolic Lineages in the Acts of John,” Society of				Biblical Literature Annual Meeting. Baltimore, MA. 

May 2013	“Porphyry of Tyre, ‘Advocate of Daemons’: The Appropriation and Function of				Porphyrian Daemonologies in Eusebius’ Praeparatio Evangelica,” North				American Patristics Society Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL. 
	
Nov. 2012	“A Rhetorical Absurdity and the Demonic Jesus: The Function of an Apocryphal				Resurrection Appearance in Ignatius’ Letter to the Smyrnaeans,” Society				of Biblical Literature Annual	Meeting. Chicago, IL. 

May 2012	“In Defense of Paul’s Perfection: Origen’s Rhetorical Analysis of Paul’s Adam				Christ Typology in Romans 5:14,” North American Patristics Society				Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL. 

April 2011	“Villains in the Soul: Demons, the Logos and Psychological Conflict in Justin				Martyr’s Apologies,” Princeton University ‘Villains’ Graduate Student				Conference, April 2011. Princeton, NJ. 



PUBLIC-FACING & DIGITAL SCHOLARSHIP 

[bookmark: _Hlk97627152]2022 (forthcoming)	“Outbreak Religion: Piety, Pandemics, and Healthcare in Ancient						Ephesus,” The Rootcutter: The Blog for the Society of Ancient					Medicine and Pharmacology (commissioned, in press).

Aug. 2020		“Christianity in Ephesus,” entry for The Database of Religious History,					University of British Columbia. (https://bit.ly/drhephesus). 

Feb. 2020 		“Demons and Christians in Antiquity,” guest blog post for The Bart					Ehrman Blog. (https://bit.ly/ehrmanblogdemons). 

Feb. 2019 		“Are We Human, or Are We Demon? Ancient Perspectives on Modern					Ecological Challenges,” blog post for “Being Human in the Age of					Humans” series, University of Notre Dame Center for Theology,					Science, & Human Flourishing.

Jan. 2018		“Devils and Disguises in a ‘World Gone Mad’: Mythic, Artistic, and					Socio-Political Themes in Lavar Munroe’s ‘Devil in a White					City,’” Devil in a White City: A Painting Series by Lavar Munroe					(Shreveport, LA: Publications of the Meadows Museum of Art,					2018). 

Jan. 2017 		“The Apostle Paul and Ancient Christian Veiling Practices,” presentation					to “Tell Me Something I Don’t Know” live-audience podcast,					Episode 14 (“Oh, My God”). New York, NY.							(http://tmsidk.com/2017/04/oh-my-god/). 

Oct. 2016 		“Dissertation Spotlight: Rulers of the Air: Demonic Bodies and the						Making of the	Christian Cosmos,” Ancient Jew Review.						(https://bit.ly/ajrdissspotlight).  

March 2015		“Studies Confirm: Your Steak is Possessed by Demons,” Religion						Dispatches: The Cubit. (https://bit.ly/reldispatches). 

COURSES OFFERED (AS SOLE INSTRUCTOR)  

Wittenberg University (2019-present) 
Religion, Animals, and Being “Human” (Honors Seminar) 
Jesus in History, Film, & Pop Culture (First-Year Seminar) 
Demons, Angels, & Ghosts
Judaism, Christianity, & Islam 
Religion, Gender, & Sexuality 
Fake News, Forgeries, & Frauds
Religion, Nature, & the Environment
Understanding the Old Testament
Understanding the New Testament
The Christian Tradition
Theory and Method in Religious Studies (Capstone) 

Northland College (2016-2019) 
Jesus, Paul, & Christian Origins (New Testament)
Magic, Medicine, & Miracle
Demons, Angels, & Ghosts
Fake News, Forgeries, & Frauds
Religions of the West
Study of Religion
Religion and Nature
Islam
Ancient Philosophy 
Religion and Science
Sex and Religion
Myth and Ritual
History of Christian Cultures  

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill (2014-2016) 
	Theories of Religion
	Gender Theory and the Study of Religion
	Introduction to the Hebrew Bible (online) 
	The Birth of Christianity 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Academic Community 

2021-present 	Co-Chair, Inventing Christianity Program Unit, Society of Biblical	Literature 
2021-present	Chair, History of Christianity Section, Midwest American Academy of Religion
2017-present	Manuscript Referee (Preternature: Critical and Historical Studies on the					Preternatural, 2017; Classical Quarterly, 2020; International Journal of				the Platonic Tradition, 2021; Journal of Theological Studies, 2022;					Journal of Early Christian Studies, 2022) 
2017-2019	Faculty Mentor, North American Patristics Society Student Advisory Board
2015-2016	Conference Co-Organizer, June 2016 UNC/King’s College London Conference				on “Divine Revelation in the Ancient Mediterranean.” London, UK. 

Wittenberg University (2019-Present) 

2022-present	Director, Religion Program, Department of Philosophy & Religion 
2021-present	Director, Pre-Modern and Ancient World Studies (PAST) Program
2021-present 	Program Review and Assessment Committee
2021-present	Board of Academic Standards
2020-present	Faculty Mentor, First-Year Research Award Program 
2020-present	Sustainability Task Force
2021-2022	Interim Chair, Department of Religion 

Northland College (2016-2019) 
 
2017-2019	Academic Assessment Committee
2017-2019	Institutional Review Board
2017-2018	Strategic Planning Council

LANGUAGES

Ancient Greek (Classical & Koine), Latin, Sahidic Coptic, French (Reading), German (Reading)

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Academy of Religion
Society of Biblical Literature
North American Patristics Society 
Association Internationale d’Études Patristiques/International Association of Patristic Studies 
American Society of Church History 
International Society for the Study of Religion, Nature, and Culture 
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