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Johanna Mellis
159 Josephine Avenue
West Conshohocken, PA 19428
jmellis@ursinus.edu


ACADEMIC POSITIONS	
	
Assistant Professor, Ursinus College, 2019-present
	Department of History
	World History

Visiting Assistant Professor, Ursinus College, 2018-2019
	Department of History	
European and World History


EDUCATION											
	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK9]Ph.D., History, University of Florida, 2018
Dissertation Title: Negotiation Through Sport: Navigating Everyday Life in Socialist 	Hungary, 1948-1989

M.A., History, University of Florida, 2012

B.A., History, College of Charleston, 2008


TEACHING EXPERIENCE									
	
Ursinus College, Fall 2018-present
Fall 2019:
HIST-250: Oral History: Collecting All Voices
HIST-350A: A World at War: A Global History of World War I

Spring 2019:
HIST-207: Peace and Conflict in the Global Era (Colonialism and Postcolonialism)
HIST-262: The Modern World
HIST-350BCold War in Europe: Immigrants, Labor, and Gender

Fall 2018:
HIST-350A:A World at War: A Global History of World War I
HIST-250: Martyrs, Victims, Aggressors: Nationalism and Memory in European History
Common Intellectual Experience

University of Florida, Instructor of Record, 2015-2018
20th Century Europe (Summer 2016)
Global History of World War I (Fall 2015)
Sport in Communist Eastern Europe (Summer 2015)

University of Florida, Teaching Assistant, Department of History 2012-2014, Spring-Summer 2017
What is the Good Life? (Summer 2017)
History of the Holocaust (Spring semesters 2013, 2014, and 2016)
U. S. History to 1877 (Fall semesters 2012 and 2013)


PUBLICATIONS	
	
Peer-reviewed Journal Articles
	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]“From Defectors to Cooperators: The Impact of 1956 on Athletes, Sport Leaders, and Sport
Policy in Socialist Hungary.” Contemporary European History. Vol. 29, No. 1 (February 
2020), 60-76.

 “Cold War Politics and the California Running Scene: The Experiences of Mihály Iglói and
László Tábori in the Golden State.” Journal of Sport History, Vol. 46, No. 1 (Spring
2019), 62-81.
										
Book Reviews	
	
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5]Review of Beyond Boycotts: Sport During the Cold War in Europe edited by Philippe Vonnard, 
Nicola Sbetti, and Grégory Quin, East-Central Europe (accepted).

Review of The Olympic Games, the Soviet Sports Bureaucracy, and the Cold War: Red Sport, 
Red Tape by Jenifer Parks, Olympika: The International Journal of Olympic Studies, Vol. 26 (2017), 99-102.					

Review of Playing for Equality: Oral Histories of Women Leaders in the Early Years of Title IX 
by Diane LeBlanc and Allys Swanson, Sport History Review, Vol. 48, No. 2 (November 
2017), 202-203.

Review of Between the States: The Transylvanian Question and the European Idea During 
World War II by Holly Case, Alpata: Journal of History, Vol. VIII (Spring 2011), 112-113.

TALKS
	
“Conversations Across Difference: Oral History” (assisted by 2 undergraduates), Ursinus College, September 2019

Commentator, Rutgers Graduate Student Workshop 2019 (Central-Eastern European and Soviet
History), Rutgers University, Department of History, Paper on “Soviet Female Sports in
the 1960s-1980s: Between Equality and Frivolousness”

“Impact of 1956 on Elite Sport Policy, Sport Leaders, Athletes in Hungary, and Athlete-
Defectors in the US,” Global Sport & Olympic Studies Centre, University of Lausanne, 
Lausanne, Switzerland, September 2017

“Elite Athletes under State Socialism: An Analysis of Everyday Life, Gender, and Memory(ies) 
in Hungary,” Conference for the Doctoral Program of New and Modern Hungary, Eötvös 
Loránd University, Budapest, Hungary, June 2015


AWARDS AND GRANTS	   	
	
External Grants and Fellowships								
	
PhD Student Research Grant Program, Olympic Studies Centre, Lausanne, Switzerland, 2017

Dissertation Research Travel Award, North American Society for Sport History, 2016

Fulbright IIE, Budapest, Hungary, 2014-2015

Internal Grants and Fellowships
	
Inclusive Community Grant, Ursinus College, 2020

Mellon Grant, Professional Development for attending the ‘Hot Topics in World History’ 
pedagogy workshop, Ursinus College, 2019

Graduate School Doctoral Dissertation Award, Graduate School, University of Florida,
	Summer A 2018

Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (Hungarian), Center for European Studies, 
University of Florida, Academic Year 2017-2018

O. Ruth McQuown Scholarship Award, College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, University of 
Florida, 2016

Graduate Travel Award, Center for European Studies, University of Florida, 2016

Graduate School Doctoral Research Award, Graduate School, University of Florida, 2014

Course Development Grant, “Sport in Communist East Europe,” Center for European Studies, 
University of Florida, 2014

Wilkerson Dissertation Award, Department of History, University of Florida, 2014

Foreign Language and Area Studies Fellowship (Hungarian), Center for European Studies, 
University of Florida, Academic Years 2009-2012


CONFERENCES AND PRESENTATIONS							      

Panels and Roundtables Organized
	
“Navigating the Politics of Authority and legacy in Oral Histories of College and Museum 
Communities: An Undergraduate Panel,” Oral History of the Mid-Atlantic Region 
conference, Shepherdstowns, WV, March 2020 (pending)

“Engaging Approaches to Teaching Central-Eastern Europe and Russia I,” 51st Annual Meeting 
of the Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, San Francisco, 
November 2019.

“Oral Sport History Projects: Analyses and Reflections,” 46th Annual Meeting of the North 
American Society for Sport History, Winnipeg, Canada, May 2018.

“New Perspectives on Sport Under Socialism: Sport Diplomacy, Athletes, and Lower-League 
Football,” 49th Annual Meeting of the Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, Chicago, IL, November 2017.

“Touring Around and Outside the Bloc in Late Socialism,” 48th Annual Meeting of the 
Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, Washington, DC, November 2016.

“The Not-So-Iron-Curtain: Illicit Exchanges and Clandestine Transfers Between East and West,” 
47th Annual Meeting of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November 2015.

Papers Presented
	
“Twitter for Academics: How to Make the Most of it Professionally and Personally,” 52nd 
Annual Meeting of the Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, 
Washington DC, November 2020 (pending).

“Engaging Pedagogical Strategies: Personal Historical Letter and Commemoration Proposal in a 
Nationalism and Memory Course,” 51st Annual Meeting of the Association for Slavic, 
East European, and Eurasian Studies, San Francisco, November 2019.

“Conducting Oral Histories of Athletes from Socialist Hungary: Reflections and the Promise of 
the Method(ology) for Sport History,” 46th Annual Meeting of the North American Society for Sport History, Winnipeg, Canada, May 2018.

“Hungarian Athletes After 1956: Adapting to Become Beneficiaries of the Socialist Sport 
System,” 49th Annual Meeting of the Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, Chicago, IL, November 2017.

“Victims, Beneficiaries, or Somewhere in Between? Hungarian Athletes’ Memories of Privilege 
Under Socialism,” Annual Meeting of the Oral History Association, Minneapolis, MN, 
October 2017.

“Elite Hungarian Athletes After 1956: Living in the Happiest Barrack in the Socialist Camp,” 
Annual Conference of the British Society for Sport History, Worcester, UK, August 2017.

“‘Their Loss is Our Gain: The Impact of Hungarian Defectors Mihály Iglói and László Tábori on 
Cold War-era US Running,” 45th Annual Meeting of the North American Society for Sport History, Fullerton, CA, May 2017.

“‘Hungarian Athletes as Socialist Consumers Par Excellence,” 48th Annual Meeting of the 
Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, Washington, DC, November 2016.

“After 1956: The Impact of the Revolution on Elite Policy and Athletes in Hungary,” Lecture for 
Series Freedom’s Fury: Sport in the Revolution, Hungary Initiatives Foundation with the Center for European Studies, University of Florida, October 2016. 

“Making Athletes Their Own: Hungarian Sports Fans Under Socialism,” 44th Annual Meeting of 
the North American Society for Sports History, Atlanta, Georgia, May 2016.

“The Second Game: Hungarian Athletes, Blat, and Smuggling in the 1970s and 1980s,” 47th 
Annual Meeting of the Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, November 2015.

“Borrowing Communist Symbols of Power? Building Hungarian Prowess Through Sport Then 
and Today,” Contemporary Hungarian Studies Postgraduate Conference: Multidisciplinary European Perspectives, Glasgow, Scotland, United Kingdom, February 2015.

“Defectors, Smugglers, Intermediaries: Hungarian Athletes’ Experiences as ‘Elites’ Under 
Communism,” 3rd Annual Interdisciplinary Conference on Totalitarianism for PhD Students, Cluj, Romania, December 2014.

“Athletes After the Revolution in Communist Hungary,” 39th Annual Meeting of the American-
Hungarian Educators Association, Gainesville, Florida, May 2014.

“Reflections on the Socialist Past and Post-Socialist Present from a Last Communist Sports 
Leader,” 52nd Annual Meeting of the Southern Conference on Slavic Studies, Atlanta, Georgia, April 2014.

“Playing the Game: Post-WWII Hungary, Communism, and the Politics of Sport,” Lecture 
Series: Post-War Europe: Separation and Engagement, Institute of Learning in Retirement, Oak Hammock Retirement Community, Gainesville, Florida, January 2014.

Discussant

“Engaging Approaches to Teaching Central-Eastern Europe and Russia I” Roundtable, 51st 
Annual Meeting of the Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, San 
Francisco, November 2019.

“Oral History Pedagogy in Under-Resourced Institutions: Challenges and Solutions” Roundtable, 
52nd Annual Meeting of the Oral History Association, Montreal, Canada, October 2018.

“Sport, Dance, and Imperialism in India,” 46th Annual Meeting of the North American Society
	For Sport History, Winnipeg, Canada, May 2018.

“Transgressive Economies: Black Markets Behind the Iron Curtain,” 49th Annual Meeting of the 
Association for Slavic, East European, and Eurasian Studies, Chicago, IL, November 2017.


PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
						
Innovating Pedagogy Working Group co-chair with Kathryn Julian, ASEEES, 2020 
(anticipated)-

[bookmark: _GoBack]Time and Site Committee, North American Society for Sport History, 2019-current

Watson Committee, Ursinus College, 2019-

Editorial Board, Oral History Review, 2018-present

Department of History, History Graduate Society’s Representative to the Graduate Student
           Council, 2011-2012
	

OTHER PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
	
Participant, ‘Hot Topics in World History’ Pedagogy Workshop hosted by the University of 
Pittsburgh’s World History Center in June 2019

Visiting Scholar, Global Sport and Olympic Studies Centre, University of Lausanne, August-
September 2017

[bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Co-authored proposal with Toby Rider for the Junior Intramural Grant at California State
University, Fullerton, for the oral history project titled, “Cold War Athlete-Refugee in California Oral History Project.” 2017-2018. Rider and I are using the grant to conduct interviews with athlete-defectors from Eastern Europe during the Cold War, for transcriptions to be done by CSUF’s Center for Oral and Public History, and for the collection to be deposited in the archives at the LA84 Foundation.

Co-authored proposal for Hungary Initiatives Foundation grant “1956 – Sixty Years Later” with 
the Center for European studies, titled, “Freedom’s Fury: The 1956 Hungarian
Revolution as Reflected in Sport.” Fall 2016-Spring 2017. Selected and invited guest speakers, organized two lectures and two film screenings. Throughout 2017-2018 conducted oral histories with Hungarian-Americans who settled in Florida after fleeing in 1956. The collection is archived at the Samuel Proctor Oral History Program.

Workshop Participant for the Duckwater Shoshone Community in Duckwater, Nevada. 2016-
2017. Contributed to the Samuel Proctor Oral History Program’s two workshops that 
shared knowledge of oral history and testimony, archival methods, and digital humanities 
with the Duckwater tribe in Nevada. The workshop aimed at sharing these practices so that the people of Duckwater could officially record and pass down their history and land ownership in Duckwater to the younger generation and for bureaucratic purposes vis-à-vis the state of Nevada and U.S. government. Participants on both sides of the workshop sought to maintain a “shared authority” over the knowledge of oral testimony passed between the two groups, as the Duckwater people have a long and rich oral tradition.

Graduate Coordinator, Samuel Proctor Oral History Program, University of Florida, Spring-Fall
2016. Led the Undergraduate Oral History Internship, taught introduction to oral history methods, developed two new collections titled “Sport at UF” and “Craft Beer in Sunshine State.” Organized public talks and managed projects with staff members.	


LANGUAGES
						
Advanced Hungarian, basic German and French


MEMBERSHIPS											

[bookmark: OLE_LINK7]Association for Slavic, East European and Eurasian Studies

Oral History Association

North American Society for Sport History

American Historical Association

Hungarian Studies Association

Réseau D’Études des Relations Internationales Sportives 
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