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EDUCATION

Ph.D. Columbia University (History), May 2004.

M.Phil. Columbia University (History), Fall 1998.

M.A. The University at Albany, SUNY (History), 1995.

B.A., cum laude, Carleton College, Northfield, MN, (History), 1984.

NON-DEGREE EDUCATION AND QUALIFICATIONS


1999 University of Zimbabwe, Harare, Zimbabwe

1989 The College at New Paltz; post-B.A. certification program


1986-1987 Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria VA

1984-1985 University of Hamburg, Germany


Permanent Certificate, issued 1995: New York State Department of Education



Secondary Education, grades 7-12, Social Studies & German

FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS


1998 The Columbia University Dissertation Research Travel Grant.



The Graduate School of Arts and Sciences.

1997 Pre-Dissertation Research Grant. African Studies Program,

Columbia University

1995-1999 Richard Hofstadter Fellowship. Columbia University,


Department of History

1984-1985 DAAD German Academic Exchange Service Fellowship

EMPLOYMENT


2004- Present. Associate Professor of History, 

Master of Arts in Teaching Program at Bard College, and 

Bard Prison Initiative

2001-2004 Adjunct Instructor of History.



The University at Albany, Departments of History & Africana Studies.



Spring 2004, Spring 2003, Fall 2001

The College at New Paltz, SUNY, Department of History, 2001, 2002.
1988-1993 Secondary School Teacher, Social Studies & German


Arlington High School, Lagrangeville NY (1989-1993)

Red Hook Junior High School (1988-89)
PUBLICATIONS 

2018 “Mwali and the Brethren in Christ: Embodied Spiritual Rivalry in Colonial 
Matabeleland,” Mennonite Quarterly Review, vol. XCII, no. 3 (July 2018). 
2018 “Why Can’t We Ordain Nellie?”: Leadership, Faith, and 
Hagiography in the Life of Nellie Maduma Mlotshwa, Zimbabwe,” in African 
Christian Biography: Stories, Lives, and Challenges, ed. Dana L. Robert.

Pietermaritzburg, South Africa: Cluster Publications.
2015 The gender of piety: family, faith, and colonial rule in Matabeleland, Zimbabwe. Athens: Ohio University Press.

2015 “Gender and the Limits of Ndebeleness: Abezansi Churchwomen's Domestic 
and Associational Alliances,” in Gendering Ethnicity, ed. Jan Bender Shetler, 
University of Wisconsin Press.
2010. “An ‘Unwomanly’ Woman and Her Sons in Christ: Faith, 

Empire & Gender in Colonial Rhodesia, 1899-1906,” in Kathryn Kish Sklar, 

Barbara Reeves-Ellington, Connie Shemo, eds. Competing Kingdoms: Women,
Mission, Nation, and the American Protestant Empire, 1812-1960. Duke University Press.
2008. “Sitshokupi Sibanda: ‘Bible Woman’ or evangelist? Ways of Naming and 

Remembering Female Leadership in a Mission Church of Colonial Zimbabwe,” special issue  “Transnational Bible Women,” Guest editors: Deborah Gaitskell and Wendy Urban-Mead Women’s History Review vol. 17, no. 4, September.

2008. “Negotiating Plainness and Gender in the Creation of an 

African Rural Elite: Christian Weddings in Matabeleland, 1913-1944” 
Journal of Religion in Africa vol. 38, no. 3.


2008. “Mai (Mother) Chaza” and “Princess Emma” – entries in Bonnie G. Smith, 

ed., Encyclopedia of Women in World History, Oxford University Press.

2008. “Introduction,” Wendy Urban-Mead & Timothy Scarnecchia, guest editors, Special Issue on the 2008 Zimbabwe Elections, The Bulletin of the Association of Concerned Africa Scholars, Vol. 79, Spring 2008.

2008. “Introduction,” Wendy Urban-Mead & Timothy Scarnecchia, guest editors, Special Issue on Zimbabwe II, The Bulletin of the Association of Concerned Africa Scholars, Vol. 80, Winter 2008.

2006. “Introduction,” Guest Co-Editor with John Cinnamon, “Missionaries

and Ethnography.” Special Theme, Le Fait Missionnaire (LFM) Social 

Sciences & Missions. No. 19, December 2006.

2003 (Headnote) “Going to School” by Qedabakwabo Moyo, Women Writing Africa: The Southern Region. The Women Writing Africa Project, Volume I. The Feminist Press at the City University of New York.

2002. “Dynastic Daughters: Three Royal Kwena Women and E.L. Price of the London Missionary Society, 1853-1881,” in Jean Allman, Susan Geiger, and Nakayike Musisi, eds., Women in African Colonial Histories, Indiana University Press. 

2002. “Girls of the Gate: Questions of Purity and Piety in Mission Education for Girls at the Mtshabezi Central Primary School, colonial Zimbabwe, 1908-1940,” Brethren in Christ History & Life, vol. 25, no. 1, pp. 3-32. Originally appeared in Le Fait Missionnaire (Lausanne Switzerland) September 2001, Cahier no. 11.

BOOK REVIEWS


2020. Joanne Ruth Davis, Tiyo Soga: A Literary History. Pretoria: University of

 South Africa Press, 2018. Journal of Southern African Studies (forthcoming as of 


February 2021?)


2019. Premawardhana, Devaka. Faith in Flux: Pentecostalism and Mobility in

 Rural Mozambique. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2018. 


International Journal of African Historical Studies  Volume 52, 3 (2019)

2011. Review Essay: “Subjectivity and Structure: Anthropologies of the 
Workings of Spirit in Africa.”


Crumbley, Deidre Helen. Spirit, Structure, Flesh: Gendered Experiences in 


African Instituted Churches among the Yoruba of Nigeria. Madison: University of 


Wisconsin Press, 2008.


Kirsch, Thomas G. Spirits and Letters: Reading, Writing and Charisma in African 


Christianity. New York: Berghahn Books, 2008.


Straight, Bilinda. Miracles and Extraordinary Experience in Northern Kenya.  


Philadephia: University of Pennsylvania, 2007.


Wreford, Jo Thobeka. Working with Spirit: Experiencing Izangoma Healing in 


Contemporary South Africa. New York: Berghahn Books, 2008. 


For the Canadian Journal of African Studies, vol. 45, no. 1.


2008 David Maxwell, African Gifts of the Spirit: Pentecostalism & the Rise of a Zimbabwean Transnational Religious Movement. London: James Currey; Harare: Weaver Press; Athens, OH: Ohio University Press 2006. For Canadian Journal of African Studies vol. 42, no. 1.

2005 A Global Mennonite History. Volume One: Africa. John A. Lapp and C. 

Arnold Snyder, General Editors Kitchener, Ontario: Pandora Press, 2003. 

Brethren in Christ History & Life.
2005 Meredith McKittrick, To Dwell Secure: Generation, Christianity, and Colonialism in Ovamboland. Portsmouth NH: Heinemann; Oxford: James Currey; Cape Town; David Philip, 2002. Canadian Journal of African Studies. vol. 39, no. 1.
2004 Ezra Chitando, Singing Culture: A Study of Gospel Music in Zimbabwe.

Research Report no. 121. Uppsala: Nordiska Afrikainstitutet, 2002. 
Le Fait Missionnaire (LFM)/Social Sciences & Missions.                               
2004 Bengt Sundkler & Christopher Steed, A History of the Church in Africa. Cambridge, 2000. Canadian Journal of African Studies, vol. 38, no. 1.

MANUSCRIPT and DISSERTATION EVALUATION

2020. External evaluator for Instructional Modules in the Oxford University Press


World History series “Uncovering World History.”


2020. Monograph manuscript external reviewer for Ohio University Press, New 
African Histories. 


2019. External examiner for an M.A. thesis at the University of Johannesburg.

2018. Oxford Research Encyclopedia. External reviewer for “History of Women 

in Zimbabwe” entry.

2017, 2014. Tenure dossiers external evaluator. 

(identities withheld to preserve blind review)

2015. Invited by the Faculty of Arts and Education at the University of Stavanger 


to examine a dissertation: Ellen Vea Rosnes, “Mission Colonisation and Literacy 


Development: The Norwegian Mission’s Literacy Development in the French 


Colony and Independent Madagascar. 

2010. Invited by Cambridge University Press to evaluate a draft manuscript:


Send Down the Rain: Records of 20th-Century Africa, a two-volume primary 

source textbook of documents in African history, aimed at undergraduate
            students. 
UNPUBLISHED WORKS


“Religion, Women, and Gender in the Brethren in Christ Church, Matabeleland, Zimbabwe, 1898-1978,” Ph.D. dissertation. Sponsor: Marcia Wright. Columbia University, 2004.

“The ‘Civilizing’ Mission of Elizabeth Lees Price: Domesticity, Christianity and Imperialism in Southern Africa, 1854-1883,” M.A. Thesis. Advisor: Iris Berger. The University at Albany, SUNY, 1995.

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS/ INVITED LECTURES
February 2021, roundtable, “African American Missions History: Research and Teaching Methods,” American Society of Church History (virtual)

January 2020, “Global War and Unworldliness in a Southern African mission,” on the panel: “Whose Africa? Race, Theology, and African Futures after European Contact,” American Society of Church History, New York, NY.


September 2019, Panel organizer and presenter: “African History: bridging 

college teaching back to the high school classroom”Africa Network, Smith 

College.
February 2019. “Piecing Together Life Histories from Colonial Zimbabwe.”

Invited lecture, Wittenberg University, Springfield, OH.
April 2018, “The Civilizing Mission,” guest instructor at The Emma Willard School, Troy, NY.

April 2018, “Food in the Great War,” invited talk/event at The Staatsburg Library, Staatsburg, NY.
November 2017, “Teaching World War I in the 21st Century: Race, Empire, and Commemoration,” invited lecture at The College of New Jersey, Ewing, NJ.
August 2017, “How Did Africans Experience the Great War?” invited lecture at the Stanford Teaching Festival, Stanford University, Palo Alto, CA.
June 2017, Global Anabaptist-Mennonite Research Symposium, invited scholar to serve as commentator and mentor to junior scholar-presenters, Goshen College, Goshen, IN.

June 2017, “War, Zimbabwe, and Sithembile Nkala, an Early BIC Minister,” paper presented at Crossing the Line: Women of Anabaptist Tradition Encounter Borders and Boundaries, Eastern Mennonite University, Harrisonburg, VA.
October 2015, ‘“Why can’t we ordain Nellie?” Leadership, faith, and  hagiography in the life of Nellie Maduma Mlotshwa, Zimbabwe, 1934-2015,’ Dictionary of African Christian Biography, Boston University, Boston, MA.
October 2014, “Sellouts and Comrades: Caught between Competing Discourses 
of Righteousness in Nationalist Politics and a Mission Church of Colonial 

Zimbabwe,” Northeast Workshop for Southern Africa (NEWSA) in Burlington,
VT.
July 2014, “Literature of Revolution,” New Jersey Council for the Humanities Teacher Institute, Ewing, NJ.

June 2014, “Being Fruitful for the Lord: A gendered tale of ‘kinship in Christ’
from colonial Zimbabwe, 1955 to 1969,” Yale-Edinburgh Group: Gender and 
Family in the History of Missions and World Christianity, Edinburgh, 26-28 June.

January 2012 “Being Brethren in Christ in a time of Violence: Zimbabwe in the 1970s and 1980s” a talk sponsored by the Departments of History and Biblical and Religious Studies and the Sider Institute at Messiah College, Grantham, Pennsylvania, January 12
November 2011 “Generation and gender in a woman pastor’s encounter with  sell-out politics in Zimbabwe’s liberation war,” Social Science History Association, Boston.

October 2011 “The Gender of Peace-Making across the 1980 divide:  Bishop Ndlovu, the liberation war, and the Gukurahundi,” NEWSA conference in Burlington VT.
January 2011 [Chair of Panel]: “Mission Sites as Spaces for Sacred and Unholy Interactions: Mozambique, Japan, and the Ottoman Empire,” American Historical Association Annual Meeting, Boston, January 6-9. 

October 2010 “A Church Planter in Maguswini, & a Backslider Comes Home:

Life histories of piety and gender from Matabeleland,” at “Making History: 

Terence Ranger and African Studies” –a conference held in celebration of the 
North American launch of Professor Ranger’s Bulawayo Burning
            (London: James Currey; Harare: Weaver Press, 2010)

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign
June 2010 “Protestant Women Activists in Matabeleland,” for the panel, “African Women and Christianity”
Chair of Panel, “Religion in Western Zimbabwe”

At the conference “Religion in Contemporary Zimbabwe,” sponsored by the Britain Zimbabwe Society and Centre of African Studies, the University of Oxford, UK.

April 2010 Panel Discussant for “Christianity and Agency.” Northeast Workshop on Southern Africa. Burlington, Vermont.

March 2010 “Historical Perspectives on Human Rights in Zimbabwe,” a lecture offered at “Religion, Enslavement, and Anti-Slavery in Africa and the Americas”, a scholarly symposium, Miami University (Ohio). At the same symposium, also served as discussant for a panel, “Missionaries, Slavery, Anti-Slavery in Africa, Colonial Mexico, and the United States.”
November 2009 “The Place of Life History in the Binding of Gender, Piety, and Nationalism in Colonial Zimbabwe: The Life of the Rev. Sandey Vundhla.” Paper presented at a panel for which I also served as chair: “Biography as a tool for Complicating Received Understandings of African History,” at the annual meeting of the African Studies Association (ASA), New Orleans.
February 2009. "The Place of Life History in the Untangling of Gender, Piety,

and Nationalism in Colonial Zimbabwe: the Life of Maria Tshuma." The Institute of African Studies, Columbia University, “Social Histories of Africa,” A conference in honor of Marcia Wright, Professor Emerita of History, Columbia University.

October 2008 "Mwali and the Brethren in Christ: embodied spiritual rivalry in 

Colonial Matabeleland.” Presented at the North-East Workshop on Southern

Africa (NEWSA) conference in Burlington Vermont.
            January 2008 “Neckties, an unworldly mission church, and the New African 
            Man: African masculinity in the mid-20th Century”
Presidential Panel: A Roundtable Session on “Narratives of Difference and Domination: World Histories and the Study of Masculinities.” Heidi Tinsmann and Ulrike Strasser, panel organizers. American Historical Association, Washington, DC.

            November 2007 “Gendered evangelism in the age of nationalism: Bulawayo in 

            the 1960s & 1970s.” A talk delivered as part of the African History & Politics 
            Seminar program, the University of Oxford, UK.


March 2007, "Quest for Kinship in Christ: An African Family in the BIC Church 

in Zimbabwe, 1900 to present," Keynote Lecture, Messiah College, Grantham 


PA.
April 2006. “An ‘Unwomanly’ Woman and Her Sons in Christ: Faith, Empire 

& Gender in Colonial Rhodesia, 1899-1906,” Conference Theme: “Competing Kingdoms: Women, Mission, Nation, and American Empire, 1812-1938. An international conference.” University of Oxford, UK.

March 2006. Panel Discussion Participant: “History and Future of Politics in Zimbabwe.” Sponsored by the Africana Studies Program at Bard College.

March 2006. “An ‘Unwomanly’ Woman and Her Sons in Christ: Faith, Empire 

& Gender in Colonial Rhodesia, 1899-1906,” New York Area Africanists’

Workshop Day, Columbia University. 

November 2005. “African Christian Weddings in the Brethren in Christ Church,

Matabeleland, Zimbabwe 1913-1944.”   Panel organizer; title of panel: "Inventing Orthodoxy:  Africans Shaping Mission Christianity during the Colonial Era." African Studies Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC.

November 2005. “African Christian Weddings in the Brethren in Christ 

Church, Matabeleland, Zimbabwe 1913-1944.” Conference Theme: “A New 

Mission for Africa? African Religions and the Re-Enchantment of the World.  

University of Lausanne, Switzerland.

April 2005. “A Politically ‘Quiet’ Church in Matabeleland, 1970-2005: The Brethren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe,” North-East Workshop on Southern Africa, Burlington, VT.

November 2004. “Gendered ambiguities and the Mwari shrines of Zimbabwe at the turn of the 20th Century: Missionary Frances Davidson’s unintentional ethnography.” African Studies Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans.

December 2002. “Pious Wives, Backslidden Husbands: Gender and Christianity in the era of Mass Nationalism, colonial Zimbabwe, 1950-1970,” presented at the African Studies Association Annual Meeting, Washington DC.

August 2001. “Pietism and Gendered Piety in Colonial Zimbabwe, 1950-1970,” presented at the First International Congress for Pietist Studies in Halle, Germany.

June 2001. “Gogo Sitshokupi Sibanda: Pioneer Missionary or ‘Native Helper’? Bible woman or Evangelist? Accommodating Female Leadership in a Patriarchal mission church of colonial Zimbabwe,” presented at “Empowering the Powerless: Transnational Bible Women” at the Institute for Commonwealth Studies, London.
August 2000. “Girls of the Gate: Questions of Purity and Piety in Mission Education for Girls in the Brethren in Christ Church at Mtshabezi Mission, colonial Zimbabwe, 1927-1948,” at the International Association for the History of Religions (IAHR), Durban, South Africa.

May 1997. “Mission Education in an Anabaptist Key” at the New York African Studies Association annual meeting, Troy NY.

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS

Program Committee, 2016-2019, 
North-East Workshop for Southern Africa (NEWSA)

A workshop conference of southern Africanists held every 18 months 


in Burlington, VT


Editorial Board, Social Sciences & Missions, Brill. 2018-present.




Brethren in Christ History & Life. (past)
Co-Editor (together with Eric Morier-Genoud and Yannick Fer)

Social Sciences & Mission (SSM), Brill. 2007-2017.
http://www.brill.nl/ssm
Asked to provide peer review for article manuscripts by:



African Studies Review



Journal of British Studies



Catholic Historical Review



Social Sciences & Missions (formerly Le Fait Missionnaire)



Brethren in Christ History & Life
Member of:



American Historical Association



African Studies Association



Britain Zimbabwe Society



World History Association



International Society for Scholarship of Teaching and Learning



Yale-Edinburgh Group 
(on the history of the Missionary Movement and World Christianity)

LANGUAGES (listed in order of proficiency):


German, Ndebele, Zulu


Reading knowledge: French
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