Peter Johan Lor 

Professor Lor was educated in Stellenbosch, Pretoria and Caen (France). In Caen he earned the Licence d’enseignement de lettres modernes and he holds M.Bibl. (=MLIS) and D.Phil. (=PhD) degrees from the University of Pretoria. 

In 1982 he was appointed as the Assistant Director of the then State Library, serving as deputy to Dr Hans J. Aschenborn. He left the State Library in 1986 to become an associate professor (full professor, 1991) of library science at the University of South Africa, but came back to the State Library in 1992 as its director. This was a time of exciting – and exhausting –  transitions and transformation. During this period he was deeply involved in initiatives aiming at post-apartheid policies for the transformation of library and information services in SA. This included working towards creating a unified, non-racial library association, the Library and Information Association of South Africa (LIASA), and creating a single national library by merging the State Library and the South African Library, Cape Town. When the National Library was formed, he was chosen as South Africa’s first National Librarian (2000-2003), with the task of leading the merger process to create the unified, national institution which we are celebrating today. 

From 1998 to 2016 he was an extraordinary professor in the Department of Information Science at the University of Pretoria, where he is currently a research associate.

From 1983 Prof Lor was also active internationally, in IFLA and in the Conference of Directors of National Libraries (CDNL) which he chaired from 1996 to 2000. 

After his term as the National Librarian he went to The Hague as Secretary General of IFLA. He was a visiting professor in the School of Information Studies at the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee during 2009-2011, and remains active academically as a researcher and writer. His current research focuses on international and comparative librarianship, with an emphasis on research method and on the ethical and political economic aspects of international information relations. His book, entitled International and Comparative Librarianship: Concepts and Methods for Global Studies, was published in 2019 by De Gruyter Saur, Berlin and Boston (ISBN 978-3-11-026791-4; e-ISBN 978-3-11-039584-6).
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In 2008 he was awarded an honorary doctorate by the University of Pretoria. He was awarded the IFLA medal in 2013 and he is an honorary member of LIASA and of the Italian Library Association. 

