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Education
Swansea University
Ph.D. candidate in English Literature, 2019–Present (thesis submission deadline: December 31st). My thesis topic is hauntings in 21st-century fiction, and during my Ph.D. I have presented at several conferences and submitted/published articles on related topics. I have received interest from Craig Mann on behalf of Edinburgh University Press to publish a monograph based on my thesis in their series on contemporary horror.
HEA Fellowship, submitting in July.
Open University
MA in English Literature (passed with Merit), 2017–2018. This research was largely conducted independently. My dissertation topic was animalism and religion in the works of Michel Faber. My dissertation was recently reworked into an essay that is due to be published in July 2023 in Simon Bacon’s edited collection, Future Folk Horror for Lexington.
Financial Qualifications
CIMA year 1, self-studying with Kaplan in 2018. Completed the first year of a three-year course, becoming a part-qualified management accountant, before making a career change. All study completed on my own time with limited tutorial supervision.
AAT Level 4, completed at Gower College Swansea in 2016.
Neath and Port Talbot College
A Levels (2004): English Language, Communication Studies, Religious Studies
AS Levels (2003-2004): English Literature, Psychology 

Research
Publications:
· “Review of Contemporary Women’s Ghost Stories by Gina Wisker” in Contemporary Women’s Writing Journal (2023)
· “’You can’t stop picturing that beautiful handset’: The Found Phone Trope in Twenty-First-Century Media” in LIT: Literature Interpretation Theory (2023)
· “Review of The Evolution of Horror in the 21st Century edited by Simon Bacon” in Revenant Journal (expected summer 2023)
· “’I wish, please, to live’: Religion and Rewilding in Michel Faber’s Ecohorror” in Future Folk Horror (ed. Simon Bacon) for Lexington (expected July 2023)
· “’Oh No! Not Again!’: Toxic Nostalgia and British Antisemitism in Ghost Stories by Andy Nyman and Jeremy Dyson” in Gothic Nostalgia (ed. Simon Bacon) for Palgrave MacMillan (expected 2024)
Articles awaiting peer review:
· “‘Open Your Eyes’: Postcolonial Subversion of the Bluebeard Narrative in Mexican Gothic by Silvia Morena-Garcia” with Gothic
Funding:
· Part of the British Association for American Studies’ Targeted Research Panel for 2023. The panel are currently working on developing their conference papers into a special issue or edited collection, for which I will act as co-editor, and we hope to work with the Journal of American Studies for this.
Conference papers and speaking engagements:
· “Simulated Worlds and Digital Disruptions: The Glitch in The Tenth Girl by Sara Faring and The Seven Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle by Stuart Turton” at the SFRA Conference (2023, in person)
· “Lesbian Lovers and Forbidden Caves: Sapphic Survival Horror in The Luminous Dead by Caitlin Starling” at the Fear 2000 Conference (2023, online)
· “The Horror of Sex: Gothic Asexuality and Medical Body Horror in The Death of Jane Lawrence by Caitlin Starling” at the BAAS Conference (2023, in person) as part of the Targeted Research Panel
· “Gothic Simulation Fiction: Embodiment and AI Discrimination in Stuart Turton’s The Seven Deaths of Evelyn Hardcastle and Sara Faring’s The Tenth Girl”, a lecture for Romancing the Gothic lecture series (2023, online with recording available)
· “History, Haunting through the Layers in Contemporary Staged Ghost Stories” at Past as Nightmare Conference (2022, in person), as well as panel chairing
· “Los Otros are Coming: Indigenous Justice/Revenge and AI Discrimination in The Tenth Girl by Sara Faring” at British Association for American Studies Conference (2022, in person)
· “Ghosts in the Machine”, a lecture for the UK Ghost Story Festival (2021, in person)
· “Gothic Social Media and the Found Phone Trope” a lecture for Romancing the Gothic lecture series (2021, online with recording available)
· “Surviving the Monstrous Feminine in Tade Thompson’s Molly Southbourne Trilogy” at CRSF Conference (2021, online)
· “Gothic Social Media and Constructed Realities in The Last Days of Jack Sparks” at Gothic Realities (2019, in person)

Research Insterests
I am currently in the last nine months of my Ph.D., so my main research focus is my thesis. My thesis topic is Hauntings in 21st-Century Fiction. This combines an examination of traditional Gothic haunting narratives and the ways in which they have been updated in the last 23 years, and analysis of new tropes in haunting fiction, such as use of artificial intelligence, social media, smart technology, and global generational conflict. I have received interest from Edinburgh University Press in adapting my thesis into a monograph after I complete my Ph.D. for their series on contemporary horror.
Throughout my Ph.D., as I also work as an editor and have strong connections in the writing community, I have worked to make my research accessible to people outside of academia, particularly to genre writers. I have used lecture series such as Romancing the Gothic and writing conventions and festivals such as the UK Ghost Story Festival to bring my research to a wider audience, and am very interested in further fostering a relationship between academia and non-academic writing communities. It is my ambition to further this cross-disciplinary working to also include experts and academics in the fields of AI and robotics.
Beyond my Ph.D., I hope to secure a research fellowship to carry on a new project of work, focusing on asexuality in horror-science fiction, and the ways this affects concepts of the family. Asexuality is a heavily under-researched section of queer studies, but is emerging as popular in horror-sci-fi in the last five years, and my primary aim is to find out why and how this relates to recent moral panics about the body, reproduction, and the family. I have started to move into this research with my work for the British Association for American Studies’ targeted research panel, and hope to publish with the group as part of a journal special issue. I would also like to use this research to reach out to local young queer communities to promote asexual visibility and awareness, particularly as it relates to the discipline of English Literature.

Work Experience
Swansea University, Senior Teaching Assistant (2021-Present)
Teaching on a variety of first- and second-year undergraduate modules, and marking first-year assignments. Please see Teaching and Supervising Experience for full details.
Vicky Brewster Editor, Editor (2018-Present)
Self-employed freelance editor of longform fiction, working directly for authors and small presses to provide copy editing and developmental editing work. This work was carried out around studying for Ph.D., requiring excellent time management and efficiency skills. Coaching and mentoring authors to help them achieve goals of self-publication or entry into the traditional publishing process. Managing a business, including financial and budgeting administration and customer service, working with small teams to meet deadlines and achieve projects. Facilitated workshops on creative writing, using Zoom and in-person teaching skills. Organised a non-profit writing retreat, The Writing Haunt, managing a team of five to produce a bespoke retreat for eight attendees, including full catering, budget management, and travel and accommodation for guest speakers.
DVLA, Executive Officer (Finance) (2014-2018)
Worked as part of a small team to perform a variety of management accounting duties, including overseeing and reporting budgets for each DVLA sector, costing processes for each transaction, and project benefit analysis. In-depth knowledge of MS Office, particularly Excel, and presentation skills. Also organised department away days, budgeting for travel and catering, as well as delivering and fascilitating training.
Various Accounting Positions (2008-2014)
Bookkeeping and other accounting administration tasks for various small engineering and plumbing firms, using Sage Accounting and Pegasus. Oncluded handling ingoing and outgoing payments, cashflow forecasting, bank reconciliation, expenses processing, subcontractor management and payments, payroll processing, and credit control.

Administrative
While teaching as an STA at Swansea University, I have become familiar with Canvas and Turnitin for teaching administration, and frequently communicate with my students and colleagues via email and in-person. I’m also familiar with the department libguides page and helping students to navigate it for referencing queries.
As an editor, I am skilled at spotting grammatical errors and inconsistencies. I specialise in longform fiction, and also provide developmental edits, utilising my knowledge of story structure to help others improve their writing. 
In my editing business, I work to tight timeframes and use gantt charts to organise my projects and clients. It requires strong time management skills, and is self-governed work to tight timeframes. I have organised small events such as writing retreats for 8-20 attendees, managing a staff of five people to deliver writing workshops, provide food, and ensure the event runs to time and has the required resources.
I previously worked as a civil servant and accountant, which was a very administratively heavy job. I am very experienced using MS Office, Sage Accounting and Payroll, Pegasus, and a variety of hardwares including printers and scanners. In my management accounting role I reported directly to the financial director, and worked with various departments throughout the civil service, and so am experienced at delivering information to people in a variety of roles. I also organised away days and training programs for colleagues, providing catering and transport to venues, as well as delivering subject-specific workshops.

Teaching/Supervising Experience
Seminar preparation: Designing seminars based around module set texts, in collaboration with colleagues. Creating seminar sheets and uploading to Canvas, including extracts for discussion and exercises for during the seminar. Received positive feedback on these in person and through module feedback, describing the discussions as “interesting” and good inspiration for assignments.
Seminar delivery: Delivered one- and two-hour seminars in first- and second-year modules with an emphasis on a dialogic approach. Use a variety of techniques and methods including hand-outs, Slido, class- and small-group discussion and exercises, sharing and critiquing writing, and board work for helping with notes and definitions.
Lectures: Delivered online lectures during lockdown, and for the Romancing the Gothic lecture series. Created content appropriate to the timeframe (usually an hour) and slides to compliment the lecture that were informative and engaging. Also attended staff training on delivering lectures versus delivering seminars.
Feedback and Assessment: Marked written assignments using Turnitin. Provided grades, written feedback (both summative and annotated on papers), and assessment against a rubric. Followed up written feedback with one-on-one sessions with students, and seminar material focusing on general weaknesses of the student group. 
Teaching outside of HE: I have privately held writing workshops on writing methodology, and I am very interested in the writing process both in fiction and nonfiction. I frequently provide one-to-one feedback on writing, and have provided coaching and mentoring to clients and other editors at postgraduate level.

