CURRICULM VITAE
RYAN C. CALABRETTA-SAJDER
ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF ITALIAN

Email: calabret@uark.edu	  			Phone: 847-217-1630
Personal Address:					Professional Address:
2028 W. Lawson St.					World Languages, Literatures & Cultures
Fayetteville, AR 72703					Kimpel Hall 425
							Fayetteville, AR 72701

EDUCATION
Degrees
Doctorate of Modern Languages, Italian (French minor, Certificate in Film & Gender Studies), Middlebury College, 2014.
Dissertation title: Divergenze in celluloidi: colore, migrazione, e identità nei film gay di Ferzan Özpetek. (Celluloid Divergences: Color, Migration, and Identity in the Gay Films of Ferzan Özpetek)
Dissertation Director: Antonio Carlo Vitti; Committee: Anthony Julian Tamburri, Fulvio Orsitto, Romauld Fonkoua
M.A., Italian (Film Studies and Comparative Literature minors), Indiana University Bloomington, 2007. 
	Master’s Director: Peter Bondanella
B.A. with Honors, Italian and English Literature (Certificate in Medieval and Renaissance Studies), Dominican University – Honors College, 2005. 

Additional Educational Opportunities
Black Europe Summer School (two-week program), July 2022.
Black Italy Summer School, July 2021.
Oral Proficiency Interview Training, ACTFL. August 2017.
Italian Diaspora Studies Summer School (three-week program), University of Calabria and the 
            Calandra Italian American Institute/CUNY, Summer 2015.

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Associate Professor of Italian, 2022-Present 
            Assistant Professor in Italian, 2018-Present 
Italian Section Head (Fall 2019-Present)
Interim Director of Gender Studies (2021-2022; 2023-2024)
Associate Director of Gender Studies (2021-)
Interim Section Head of the Italian (Fall 2014)
Created an Italian major with two concentrations (Fall 2023)
Created an Italian minor with the Italian section
Created seven new Italian Courses (literature, cinema, Rome, MADE IN ITALY)
Created two new Gender Studies courses (undergraduate/graduate with Comparative 
Literature: Queer Theor(ies) and Representations of AIDS in the Media, 
Literature, and the Arts) 
Resurrected and currently advise the Italian Club
Organize and facilitate the weekly Italian Language Table
Organize and facilitate a monthly Italian Cinema Film Series
Organize and facilitate a monthly Second Language Acquisition Brown Bag (2013-2014)
Teaching load of 2/2
Teach two courses during Summer Session at the Rome Center (Summer 2014, 2016)
Created and taught Elementary Italian I and II Online
Affiliate Faculty of Comparative Literature, Gender Studies, & Jewish Studies 
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Visiting Assistant Professor in Italian, 2013-2018 
	Teaching load of 3/3
University of Calabria, Arcavacata (Masters Program), Fulbright Visiting Professor, Spring 2017
University of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Provost Lecturer, University Perspectives, 2014-2016
Rice University, Lecturer and Coordinator of the Italian Program, 2009-2013
Teaching load of 3/3
Tripled the number of Italian enrollments in three years 
Organized and facilitated all academic and extra-curricular activities
Created and directed a summer study abroad program (2009-2013)
Fundraised and maintained a $30,000 scholarship foundation 
Babilonia Language & Cultural Institute (Taormina, Sicily, Italy), Lecturer in Italian, Summers 
2008-2013
State University of New York, New Paltz, Visiting Lecturer & Coordinator of the Italian Program, 2007-2008
Chair of the Italian Studies Committee
Advisor: Majors/Minors & Study Abroad
Teaching load of 4/4: Italian Language, Literature, and Cinema courses
Resurrected & sponsored the Italian Club
Organized and hosted a weekly conversation hour and monthly film series

PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS	
Italian Cultural & Community Center, Interim Coordinator – The Italian Language School (2/2013-5/2013)
Middlebury College – La scuola italiana, Assistant to the Director, Summer 2012
Concordia Language Villages:
	Dean of Lago del Bosco, Summer 2008
	Two-week Curriculum Facilitator at Lago del Bosco, Summers 2005-2007
Abbey Road Overseas Program in Sorrento, Italy, Instructor of Italian, Summer 2006
Dominican University’s Study Abroad Program in Florence, Resident Assistant and Teaching Assistant in Renaissance Art History, Summer 2005

PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS
In Print:
Italian Americans on Screen: Challenging the Past, Re-Theorizing the Future. Edited with Alan 
	Gravano. Lexington Press, 2021. 254 pgs. (Paperback version, August 2022)

Pasolini’s Lasting Impressions: Death, Eros, and Literary Enterprise in the Opus of Pier Paolo 
	Pasolini. Ed. Ryan Calabretta-Sajder. Madison, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson UP, 2018. 
	253 pages. (Italian Studies Series; Paperback version, May 2020).

Theorizing the Italian Diaspora. Eds. Ryan Calabretta-Sajder, Alan Gravano, & Courtney 
	Ruffner Grieneisen. Dallas, PA: Italian American Studies Association, 2018. 273 pages. 

Divergenze in celluloide: Colore, migrazione e identità nei film gay di Ferzan Özpetek. Sesto 
San Giovanni (MI): Mimesis edizioni, 2016. (Cinema Series) 243 pages. 

Reviewed by: 
Gioachhino Toni, www.ilpickwich.it , 18 maggio 2017. (http://www.ilpickwick.it/index.php/cinema/item/3151-colore-migrazione-e-identità-nel-cinema-di-özpetek) 

Gianluca Testani, Play Movie (radio Libri), 22 marzo 2017. (http://www.radiolibri.it/player/?id=46771) 

Giovanna Faleschini-Learner, Annali d’italianistica. Volume 35 (2017). Italian Bookshelf 521-523. 

Marina Ponziani, sentieriselvaggi.it, 23 febbraio 2017. 
(http://www.sentieriselvaggi.it/gli-ultimi-arrivi-di-mimesis-edizioni/) 

Mary Ann Carolan McDonald, Italica. Volume 95, Issue 2 (Summer 2018). Pgs. 299-302. 

Maurizio Scontrino, Quaderni d’Italianistica. Volume 39, No. 1 (2018). Pgs. 259-262.

Emanuela Pecchioli, Forum Italicum, Volume 53, Issue 3 (2019). Pgs. 774-776. 

Paolo Frascà, G/S/I (2019). https://www.gendersexualityitaly.com/21-ryan-calabretta-sajder-divergenze-in-celluloide-colore-migrazione-e-identita-nei-film-gay-di-ferzan-ozpetek/ 

In Progress:
Authored

Beyond the Margin or Within the Canon: The Novels of Amara Lakhous. 

Dandyism in the Socio-Economic Context of Italian Americana: Robert Ferro.

Edited

Traveling through the South: Race, Gender, and Ethnicity in Peter Farrelly’s Green Book. Co-
edited with Marina Melita. New York: Bordighera Press. Expected publication date: Spring 2023.

Italian Americans on the Page: Re-Reading the Classics and Examining Underexplored Subjects, 
	co-edited with Alan Gravano. 250 pages. (under review with SUNY Press)
PUBLICATIONS: ARTICLES & BOOK CHAPTERS
In Print
Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles: 
Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. La rivoluzione letteraria di Robert Ferro. Dalla concettualizzazione della letteratura gay alla creazione di un canone letterario sull’AIDS.” Campi Immaginabili. 64/65 (2022). pp. 472-497.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Luogo.Migrazione.Roma. Intervista: 29 luglio 2019, Pigneto, Roma” in Italica 99.1 (2022), pp. 119-136. 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Queering Pier Paolo Pasolini’s Early Cinema: From Time and Space to the Body in Accattone and Mamma Roma” in Annali d’italianistica. 1922-2022. Pasolini and Freedom of Expression: Language, Style, Power. Vol. 40 (2022). Guest editors Paolo Desogus, Davide Luglio, Enrico Minardi, & Colleen M. Ryan. pp. 231-250.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Who’s Looking at Whom? Lucy/Luce: The ‘New’ Woman in the ‘New’ World” in Studies in European Cinema. 2022. pp. 1-19.DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/17411548.2022.2027221 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “You Can’t Go Home Again! Retro-Reading ‘Exile’ and ‘Return’ in the Oeuvre of Joseph Tusiani” in Joseph Tusiani: A Humanist of Muses Unbound. Special Issue, Italiana XIV.  Paolo A. Giordano and Anthony Julian Tamburri, eds. New York: Bordighera Press, 2021. pp. 165-198.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “The Bargaining Performative and Awakening Potential of Foodways in Bob Giraldi’s Dinner Rush.” The Journal of Popular Film and Television. Issue 46: 4 (2018): 195-206. 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “The American Association of Teachers of Italian. Revisiting the Past, Creating the Future.” Italica 94.2 (Summer 2017): 275-292. 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “In Memorium: Luisetta Elia Chomel (1931-2016).” Italica 93.3 (Fall 2016): 647-648. 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Amara Lakhous: da scrittore a rivoluzionario del giallo.” Italica 93. 4 (Winter 2016): 816-837. 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Rediscovering Joseph Tusiani. From “Return” to Il ritorno: A Psychoanalytic Approach.” Italica 93.2 (Summer 2016): 358-369. 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “William Van Watson and the Queering of Italian Studies” The Italianist 35.2 (June 2015): 177-181.



	
Peer-Reviewed Book Chapters: 
Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “The Gaze is Queer: Inspirational ‘Otherness’ in Ferzan Ozpetek’s La finestra di fronte” in Essays in Honor of Peter Bondanella. Philip Balma and Fabio Benincasa, eds. (Forthcoming with Fairleigh Dickinson UP; 35 pages).

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Italian American Studies and the Media. An Interview with Anthony Julian Tamburri” in Italian Americans in Film and Other Media: The Immigrant Experience from Silent Films to YouTube. Fulvio Orsitto and Daniele Foretti, eds. (Forthcoming with Palgrave; 16 pages).

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “The Celluloid Closet: Sex, Power, and Coming out Repression of the Italian American Closet. Nunzio’s Second Cousin and Mambo Italiano” in Italian Americans in Film and Other Media: The Immigrant Experience from Silent Films to YouTube. Fulvio Orsitto and Daniele Foretti, eds. (Forthcoming with Palgrave; 28 pages). 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Gendering the Giallo: Gender Roles in the Opus of Amara Lakhous,” in Fictional and Critical Stories of Transmigration through Italy. Ron Kubati, Marie Orton, and Graziella Parati, eds. Lanham, MD: Fairleigh Dickinson UP, 2021. (pp. 73-92)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “AIDS in the Italian and Italian American Canon: Death as a Metaphor for a Profession in Peril” in Diversity in Italian Studies, Siân Gibby and Anthony Julian Tamburri, eds. New York: John D. Calandra Italian American Institute, 2021. (pp. 25-44)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan and Alan Gravano. “Introduction” in Italian Americans on Screen: Challenging the Past, Re-Thinking the Future. Ryan Calabretta-Sajder and Alan J. Gravano, eds. Lanham, MD: Lexington Press, 2021. (pp. 1-9)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Who’s Laughing at Whom? Masculinity, Humor, and Italian American Lives on Mainstream Television: Friends” in Italian Americans On Screen: Challenging the Past, Re-Thinking the Future. Ryan Calabretta-Sajder and Alan J. Gravano, eds. Lanham, MD: Lexington Press, 2021. (pp. 117-139)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “A Re-Awakening Look at Sibilla Aleramo’s Una donna/A Woman: A Marxist Call for Social Change” in A Journey through Knowledge: A Festschrift in Memory of Paul A. Colilli (1952-2018). Salvatore Bancheri, Michael Lettieri, et al., eds. Firenze: Franco Cesati editore, 2020. (pp. 271-289) 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “AIDS, Italian Americana, and the Creation of a Genre in the American Canon: Robert Ferro’s Second Son” in Representation of AIDS in Literature, Media, and the Arts. Aimee Pozorski and Christine Cynn, eds. Lanham, MD: Lexington Press, 2020. (pp. 43-60)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Making of a Mobster: From Myth to the Crystallization of the Mafia Archetype in 1950s and 1960s Italian and Italian American Film.” in A Companion to the Gangster Film. George S. Larke-Walsh, ed. Hoboken, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 2019. (pp. 76-97)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Introduction” in Theorizing the Italian Diaspora. Ryan Calabretta-Sajder, Alan J. Gravano, and Courtney Ruffner Grieneisen, eds. Dallas, PA: Italian American Studies Association, 2018. (pp. 5-29). 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Introduction: Pasolini Studies Forty Years in the Making,” in Pasolini’s Lasting Impressions: Death, Eros, and Literary Enterprise in the Opus of Pier Paolo Pasolini. Ryan Calabretta-Sajder, ed. Madison, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson UP, 2018. (pp. 1-9) 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Dreams as Gendered Place: Feminist (Re)Awakenings in Pasolini’s Caldéron” in Pasolini’s Lasting Impressions: Death, Eros, and Literary Enterprise in the Opus of Pier Paolo Pasolini. Ryan Calabretta-Sajder, ed. Madison, NJ: Fairleigh Dickinson UP, 2018. (pp. 91-103)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Beyond the ‘Male Gaze’ – Conceiving the ‘Fourth’ Gaze in La bestia nel cuore” in Writing and Performing Female Identity in Italian Culture. Virginia Picchietti and Laura Salsini, eds. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2017. (pp. 104-124)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Mediterranean Voices and Amara Lakhous’ Accent(s): Arabic, Italian, or Simply Roman” in Mediterranean Studies: Crossing Boundaries. Anthony Julian Tamburri & Antonio Vitti, eds. New York: Bordighera Press, 2016. (pp. 292-316)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “From ‘Gazing’ to ‘Cruising’ - Ferzan Özpetek’s Mine vaganti and the Re-genderization of Laura Mulvey” in L’Europa, l’Italia, e il mediterraneo. Anthony Julian Tamburri and Antonio Vitti, eds. New York: Bordighera Press, 2014. (pp. 9-26)

Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles: 
In Production:
“From Fayetteville to Rome: Virtual Reality in the Teaching of Italian Foodways,” with Claudia Devich. 

Peer-Reviewed Book Chapters: 
Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Re-viewing Pinocchio: From the Grotesque Page to the Whimsical Fairy Film” in A Tribute to Roberto Benigni. Augustus Mastri, editor. Wellend, ON: Soleil Publishing, 2021. (Forthcoming 2022)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan and Alan Gravano. “Introduction” in Italian Americans on the Page: Re-
Reading the Classics and Examining Underexplored Subjects. Ryan Calabretta-Sajder 
and Alan Gravano, eds. (13 pages)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Queering Italian American Poetry: Space, Place, and Language in the 
Oeuvre of Peter Covino.” in Italian Americans on the Page: Re-Reading the Classics and Examining Underexplored Subjects. Ryan Calabretta-Sajder and Alan Gravano, eds. (30 pages)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Gender.Performance.Trauma. Somali Diaspora in Italy” in Longing for an African Future. Mal d’Africa, Somali Pain, and Afro-Optimism. Giusy Di Filippo, Martina di Florio Gula, and Rosetta Giuliani-Caponetto, eds. (Forthcoming with Routledge). 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Beyond MADE IN ITALY: Sustainability and Adaptive Fashion within the Italian Context” in Italy through Fashion. Eugenia Paulicelli and Emanuela Scarpellini, eds. (Forthcoming with Fairleigh Dickinson UP)

PUBLICATIONS: INTERVIEWS
Published
Interview with Paola Randi. Luci e Ombra, Anno III, Numero I. Antonio Vitti, ed. online. https://rivistalucieombre.com/author/ryan-calabretta-sajder/.

Interview with Dacia Maraini. “Dacia Maraini: I am Not a Feminist” with an Introduction in Writing Like Breathing. A Homage to Dacia Maraini. Vol. IV: Dacia Maraini and Her Literary Journey. Michelangelo La Luna and Angela Pitassi, eds. Part of the SOPHIA series by Michelangelo La Luna. Rossano-Kingston, RI: conSenso publishing and De Rada Italian Institute, 2020. (pgs. 109-114)

PUBLICATIONS: ENCYCLOPEDIA ENTRIES
Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Cristina Comencini” in Twentieth Century Italian Filmmakers, Manuela Gieri and Donato Santeramo, eds. Rome: UniversItalia, 2020. pgs. 176-179. (1,250 words)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Ferzan Özpetek” in Twentieth Century Italian Filmmakers, Manuela Gieri and Donato Santeramo, eds. Rome: UniversItalia, 2020. pgs. 605-609. (1,900 words)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Gabriele Muccino” in Twentieth Century Italian Filmmakers, Manuela Gieri and Donato Santeramo, eds. Rome: UniversItalia, 2020. pgs. 601-604. (1,400 words)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Marco Tullio Giordana” in Twentieth Century Italian Filmmakers, Manuela Gieri and Donato Santeramo, eds. Rome: UniversItalia, 2020. pgs. 292-295. (1,400 words)

In Production:
Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Ferzan Özpetek” in The Literary Encyclopedia. https://www.litencyc.com. 2021 (1,000 words)

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. “Amara Lakhous” in The Literary Encyclopedia. https://www.litencyc.com. 2021 (1,000 words)

PUBLICATIONS: BOOK REVIEWS
In Print

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Review of World Film Locations: Florence, by Alberto Zambenedetti. Italica 99.2, pp. 306-307. 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Review of Righteous Anger in Contemporary Italian Literary and Cinematic Narratives, by Stefania Lucamente. Annali d’italianistica 40 (2022). pp. 532-533

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Review of After Identity: Migration, Critique, Italian American Culture, by Peter Caravetta. Journal of Modern Italian Studies. Journal of Modern Italian Studies vol. 26, no. 1 (2021), pp. 97-99. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1080/1354571X.2021.1888589 

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Review of Italian Masculinity as Queer Melodrama: Caravaggio, Puccini, Contemporary Cinema, by John Champagne. Italica, vol 97, no. 4, (Winter 2020), pp. 920-923.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Review of A Companion to Martin Scorsese, edited by Aaron Baker. Italian American Review, vol. 9, no. 1 (Winter 2019), pp. 147-150. DOI: https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/italamerrevi.9.1.0147 
 
Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Review of The Heart and the Island, by Chiara Mazzucchelli. Mediterranean Studies, vol. 26, no. 1, Spring 2018, pp. 133-136.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Fictions of Youth: Pier Paolo Pasolini, Adolescence, Fascisms by Simona Bondavalli. Quaderni d’Italianistica, vol. 38, no. 1 (2017), pp. 282-284.  DOI: https://doi.org/10.33137/q.i..v38i1.31206

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Fratello selvaggio: Pier Paolo Pasolini tra gioventù e nuova gioventù by Gian Maria Annovi. Italica vol. 93, no. 4 (Winter 2016), pp. 854-856.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. The Selected Poetry of Pier Paolo Pasolini: A Bilingual Edition, Stephen Sartarelli, editor and translator. Annali D’Italianistica, vol. 36 (2016), pp. 716-717.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Poets of the Italian Diaspora: A Bilingual Anthology, Luigi Bonaffini, and Joseph Perricone, eds. Annali D’Italianistica, vol. 36 (2016), pgs. 611-613.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Unfinished Business: Screening the Italian Mafia in the New Millennium by Dana Renga. Italica, vol. 92, no. 4 (Winter 2015), pp. 1022-1025.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Inspiring Fellini: Literary Collaborations behind the Scenes by Federico Pacchioni. Annali D’Italianistica, vol. 35 (2015), pp. 532-535.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Mediated Ethnicity: New Italian-American Cinema by Giuliana Muscio, Joseph Sciorra, Giovanni Spagnoletti, and Anthony Julian Tamburri, eds. Italica vol. 91, no. 3 (Fall 2014), pp. 546-549.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Our Naked Lives: Essays from Gay Italian-American Men by Joseph Anthony LoGiudice and Michael Carosone. Italica vol. 91, no. 4 (Winter 2014), pp. 853-855.

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Comedy Italian Style: The Golden Age of Italian Film Comedies by Rémi Fournier Lanzoni. Italica vol. 89, no. 4 (Winter 2012), pp. 575-577. 

FILM REVIEWS
In Print
Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Review of Green Book by Peter Farrelly. “A Green Book Tale, or Newfound Regurgitations of Stereotyping in Mainstream Hollywood?” (2,400 words) In ANIMO Quarterly (Scholarly): Reflections on Green Book the Movie. Boulevard Books (Fall 2020). Pp. 112-123 (ebook).

Calabretta-Sajder, Ryan. Review of Traficant: The Congressman of Crimetown by Eric Murphy. In Italian Americana, vol. XXXV, no. 1, (Winter 2017), pp. 99-102. 

AWARDS & RECOGNITION

Faculty Applause Award, University of Arkansas, The Associated Government and the Office of Faculty Affairs. 2022. 

Italian Language Foundation, Excellence in Teaching Award. 2021.

Distinguished Service Award, American Association of Teachers of Italian. 2020.

Ives Visiting Distinguished Professorship in Italian and Italian American Studies, Youngstown State University, 2018-2019 Academic Year (Declined). 

J. William Fulbright Scholarship Board:
2016-2017 Fulbright Award – Italy (Fondazione con il Sud Award to Teach and Conduct Research)
	1 of 4 awards for 2016-2017
Teaching at the Università della Calabria – Arcavacata in the Laurea magistrale program (Masters Program): “Gendering Italian Americana” & “Realismo nella letteratura italiana”

University of Arkansas, Fayetteville:
New Faculty Commendation for Teaching Commitment (Wally Cordes Teaching and Faculty Support Center, 2014)

Nominated: Outstanding Faculty Member (by University of Arkansas students)

Rice University:
Sarofim Teaching Award for Excellence, School of the Humanities, 2010

Middlebury College:
Director’s Prize for Academic Excellence, Summer 2009

Dominican University:
St. Catherine of Alexandria Award for Academic Excellence (Junior Year; May 2004)

GRANTS & FELLOWSHIPS

WLLC Research Stipend (2023)
Pandemic Recovery Research Grant (2022) 
Honors College Research Grant (2020-2021; 2022-2023)
Provost’s Travel Program Assistance Grant (2019; 2021; 2022)
Student Success Grant (2021)
Robert C. and Sandra Connor Endowed Faculty Fellowship (2021)
WLLC Research Stipend (2019-2020)
Arts & Humanities Seed Grant, Office of the Provost, University of Arkansas (2019)
Provost’s Instructional Enhancement Grant, University of Arkansas (2018)
Research Grant: South Central MLA (2015) used for research at Yale’s Beinecke Rare Book 
& Manuscript Library 
Provost’s Instructional Enhancement Grant, University of Arkansas (2015)
The Italian Diaspora Institute through the John D. Calandra Institute at CUNY/Queens College 
and the University of Calabria (2015)
Travel Grant: South Central MLA (2014)
Technology Workshop Grant: “iExploring: Intermediate Italian through the Use of iTechnology” 
	(Center for the Study of Languages, 2012)
Technology Workshop Grant: “Learning Language and Culture through the Lyric” (Center for 
the Study of Languages, 2011)
Language Resource Center (LRC) Certificate of Technology (2010)
Technology Workshop Grant: “E-portfolios in the L2 Classroom” (Center for the Study of 
	Languages, 2010)

ITALIAN PROGRAM FUNDING

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Italian Government Grant (2022, $20,500)
Consulate of Italy in Houston, 700th Commemoration of Dante’s Death (2021, $1,500) 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Italian Government Grant (2021, $16,875)
Consulate of Italy in Houston, 700th Commemoration of Dante’s Death (2021, $1,500)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Italian Government Grant (2020, $14,300)
Consulate of Italy in Houston, 100th Anniversary of Federico Fellini Lecture Series (2020, 
$1,500)
Re-Thinking Design, Italian Style Workshop for Italian Instructors (2019) - $15,500 of founding 
for participants [AATI: $6,000; NIAF: $6,000; ITANJ: $1,500; AATI LI: $2,000]
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Italian Government Grant (2019; $6,945.60)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Italian Government Grant (2018; $3,541.80)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Italian Government Grant (2016; $3,097.50)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Italian Government Grant (2015; $1,629.75)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Italian Government Grant (2014; $1,991.25)
Ugo di Portanova Letterario Fondazione – $16,500 (An additional $1,500 from 2012) (2013)
Donne di domani – $5,000 (2013)
Kreymer & Card Scholarship (Sicily Program) – $5,000 for five years (Total $25,000) (2013) 
Ugo di Portanova Letterario Fondazione – $15,000 (An additional $3,000 from 2011) (2012)
Donne di domani – $5,000 (2012)
Kreymer & Card Scholarship (Sicily Program) – $5,000 for five years (2012)
Donne di domani – $5,000 (2011)
Ugo di Portanova Letterario Fondazione – $12,000 (An additional $2,000 from 2010) (2011)
Kreymer & Card Scholarship (Sicily Program) – $5,000 for five years (Total $25,000) (2011)
Toxie K. Kliman Scholarship (Sicily Program) – $10,000 (2011)

INVITED LECTURES/TALKS

“AIDS, Italian American Literature, and the Novels of Robert Ferro.” University of Toronto. 
March 2023.
“From Scratch: Foodways as a Politic of Representation.” John D. Calandra’s The Godfather 50 
Years Later Symposium. November 2022. 
“Moda all’italiana/Fashion Italian Style: MADE IN ITALY. Branding. Sustainability.” 
University of Toronto. November 2022. 
“Italian Fashion: From Sustainability to Adaptive Fashion.” SUNY New Paltz. September 19, 
2022. 
“Queering Time, Space, and the Body in the Early Films of Pier Paolo Pasolini.” Consulate of 
	Italy, Philadelphia. March 24, 2022.
“Challenging the Italian American Family: Gender and the Godfather.” Wake Forest University. 
March 17, 2022. 
“Queering Time, Space, and the Body in Pier Paolo Pasoini’s Uccellacci Uccellini.” Rochester 
Institute of Technology. March 15, 2022
“Moda all’italiana/Fashion Italian Style: MADE IN ITALY. Branding. Sustainability.” 
University of Toronto. March 2, 2022. 
“Celluloid Divergences: Facing Windows.” University of Connecticut Storrs. February 23, 2022.
“Representations of Italian Americans on Screen.” University of Toronto. December 3, 2021.
“HIPs in the Classroom. ePortfolios Across the Curriculum.” Wally Cordes Teaching and Faculty 
Support Center, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville. November 18 & 19, 2021. 
“Queering Space, Place, and Time in Steve Galuccio’s Mambo Italiano.” University of South 
Florida. November 8, 2021. 
“Black Italy: From Ius Sanguinis to Karima 2G.” SUNY New Paltz. September 23, 2021. 
“Gendering the Body Politic in Pier Paolo Pasolini: A Cinematic Scope.” In collaboration with 
Rochester Institute of Technology, Marist College, & Nazareth College. April 22, 2021.
“Özpetek’s Facing Windows: Gendering the Gaze.” Auburn University. March 25, 2021.
“Paris is Burning: Queer Storytelling in the Age of AIDS.” Ringling College of Art & Design. 
	March 18, 2021. 
“Moda all’italiana/Fashion Italian Style: MADE IN ITALY. Branding. Sustainability.” 
University of Toronto. March 16, 2021. 
“Amara Lakhous: Canonical Literature or Just Another Whodunnit?” Columbia University’s 
Seminar Series, Modern Italian Studies. Dec. 11, 2020. 
“L’economia e il MADE IN ITALY.” Presentation for AP College Board’s Faculty Series Lecture 
Series. Advanced Placement Channel on YouTube. Dec. 2020. https://youtu.be/Ka21515_RWE 
“The Celluloid Closet: Sex, Power, and Coming Out Repression of the Italian American Closet.” 
	Italian American Studies Association. Nov. 19, 2020  
“Migrant Voices in the Italian Diaspora: Ferzan Özpetek’s Le fate ignoranti.” Indiana University 
Bloomington. Nov. 2020. 
“Federico Rampini – Oriente e Occidente, 2,500 anni di storia per scoprirsi a vicenda: ci siamo 
riusciti?” Istituto Italiano di Cultura Los Angeles, Invited Chair/Respondent Oct. 23, 
2020.
“AP Meets MADE IN ITALY.” Italian Language Foundation & College Board. July 28, 2020.
“Pasolini: Re-Visiting Pasolini through a Queer Lens.” Stony Brook University, Center for 
             Italian Studies. May 2, 2020.  (cancelled due to the Covid-19)
“POSE: From AIDS to the Balls.” CUNY/ York College. April 30, 2020 (cancelled due to the 
Covid-19)
“Queering Pier Paolo Pasolini: From Theme to Moving Image” Keynote Address for Pasolini 
	360 Degree Symposium. Rochester Institute of Technology. April 17, 2020. (cancelled 
due to Covid-19). 
“From Dandyism to AIDS: Robert Ferro’s Literary Opus.” Nazareth College of Rochester.
	April 14, 2020. (cancelled due to Covid-19). 
“MADE IN ITALY. Alla moda.” Italian Embassy of Italian, Washington DC. November 21, 
2019.
“Teaching MADE IN ITALY Across the Curriculum.” WEBINAR hosted by ITANJ. September 
28, 2019.
“Queering Italian Cinema: The Case of Ferzan Özpetek.” Pennsylvania State University. March 
25, 2019.
“Space, Place, and Gender in Ferzan Özpetek’s Gay Cinema.” University of Wisconsin, 
Madison. October 15, 2018. 
“Questioning Queer Theory” – A Brown Bag Discussion. University of Wisconsin, Madison.    
            October 16, 2018. 
“MADE IN ITALY: Teaching Across the Italian Curriculum.” Workshop. AATI Midwest. 
February 23, 2018. 
“MADE IN ITALY: Teaching the 5 As One Unit at a time.” Workshop. Montclair State 
University. October 2017. 
“Mine vaganti: From Queering the Gaze to Integrating the Homosexual.” Lecture delivered via 
Zoom for an Italian film course at Indiana University Bloomington. Sept. 14, 2017. 
“Gender Trouble in the Short Film Nunzio’s Second Cousin.” Italian Diaspora Summer School, 
University of Calabria. June 2017.
“Food, Frenzy, and the Aphrodisiac Nature of Foodways in Big Night, Moonstruck, and Dinner 
Rush.” Italian Diaspora Summer School, University of Calabria. June 2017.
“Gendering the Dandy in Robert Ferro’s Novels” Italian Diaspora Summer School, 
University of Calabria. June 2017.
“Queering Italian Americana: Gay Male Voices of the Italian Diaspora.” University of Mainz, 
Germany. May 2017. 
“Food, Frenzy and Family in the Opus of Ferzan Özpetek.” University of Bologna, Italy. May 4, 
2017. 
“Ciak! Si mangia. Food in the Pan(orama) of Italian American Cinema.” Loyola University, 
Chicago. Oct. 17, 2016.
“Memory, Migration, and the Many Manifestations of Masculinity in Good Morning, Aman.” 
Auburn University. Oct. 11, 2016.
“From Wise Guys to Good Guys: Food as Aphrodisiac in Bob Grimaldi’s Dinner Rush.” Italian 
	Cultural and Community Center; Houston, TX. January 12, 2016. 
“Queering Italian Cinema: Ferzan Özpetek.” Nazareth College, Rochester, NY. October 19 & 20, 
2015.
“Food and Film: Signs to Reading Italian American Culture.” Italian Cultural and Community 
	Center; Houston, TX. February 15, 2014.

CONFERENCES & WORKSHOPS
Competitive Conferences 

Modern Language Association; ““Queering Italian Americana on Stage: The Trauma of ‘Coming 
Out of the Closet in Mambo Italiano and My Big Gay Italian Wedding,’” San Francisco,    
CA. January 2023. (Working Group/Special Session: “Transgenerational Trauma in     
Italian American Literary, Visual, and Performative Texts” co-organizer).
Le tenebrose. Figure di femme fatale nel cinema e nei media europei fra mito e contemporaneità, 
	“Challenging the Confines of the Tenebrose in Pasolini: From Mamma Roma (1962) to 
	Medea (1969), Pisa, Università di Pisa (IT), Dec. 2022. 
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Italian Language and Culture 
            through Virtual Reality Foodways Applications; November 2022.
Italian American Studies Association; “Outsiders In, Insiders Out: Othering Integration in     
            the Novels of Amara Lakhous.” Pittsburgh. October 2022. 
University of Arkansas, Exploring High Impact Practices and Wellness 2022; “ePortfolios: From 
            Course Projects to Capstones,” July 2022. 
Italian American Studies Association; “The Celluloid Closet: Sex, Power, and Repression of the 
            Italian American Closet in Nunzio’s Second Cousin and Mambo 
            Italiano.” Lucca, Italy. May 2022. 
American Association of Teachers of Italian; “Virtual Rome, Virtual Italy: Learning Italian 
            through Virtual Reality,” with David Fredrick. Lucca, Italy. May 2022. 
Queer(ing) Contemporary Italian Cultures. Home and Beyond. University of Toronto et. al.   
            “Queering Space in Italian Americana: Robert Ferro’s Second Son. April 2022. 
Modern Language Association; ““Queering Italian Americana on Stage: The Trauma of ‘Coming 
Out of the Closet in Mambo Italiano and My Big Gay Italian Wedding,’” Washington 
D.C. January 2022. (Working Group/Special Session: “Transgenerational Trauma in 
Italian American Literary, Visual, and Performative Texts” co-organizer). Postponed 
Due to Covid. 
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Diversity, Transformation, & the   
            World Language Curriculum,” Virtual; November 2021.
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “From Prati to Fayetteville: Virtual 
            Reality in the Italian Curriculum,” Virtual; November 2021.
Italian American Studies Association; “Queering Italian Americana on Stage: Performance and 
           ‘Coming Out’ of the Closet.” Nov. 2021.
South Central MLA; “The Evolution of the giallo italiano. Amara Lakhous: Revolutionary 
            Dectective-ship, of Just another Who Dunnit?” Oct. 2021
Arkansas Historical Association; “Italian Migrants, Racial Politics, Radical Thought.” June 2021.
American Association of Italian Studies; “Queering Italian Media Exploring the ‘Boundaries’ 
of Gender in New Italian Media.” May 2021.
Northeast Modern Language Association; “Conceptualizing the Body in Italian Transgender 
           Cinema.” Virtual Conference. March 2021.
Northeast Modern Language Association; “Digitizing Italian Studies: From VR to Migrant  
           Rome.” Virtual Conference. March 2021.
Modern Language Association; “Early Representations of AIDS in Italian Americana: 
           From Nomenclature to Fear.” Toronto, CA (online) January 2021. (Working 
           Group/Special Session).
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Made in Italy: From Theory to 
           Practice, and Tips & Tricks.” Virtual; November 2020.
AAIS/AATI @ University of Arizona; “Dissertating 101: A Pre-Conference Workshop” Tucson,    
            AZ. March 2020 (cancelled due to the Covid-19). 
AAIS/AATI @ University of Arizona; “Amara Lakhous and the Evolution of the Giallo 
           italiano.” Tucson, AZ. March 2020 (cancelled due to the Covid-19) 
Northeast Modern Language Association; “From the Shadows to the Limelight: New Approaches 
           to Italian Transgender Cinema.” Boston, MA. March 2020
Northeast Modern Language Association; “From Fayetteville to Rome, with Love: Virtual 
           Reality in the Italian Classroom.” Roundtable Presentation. Boston, MA. March 2020.  
Modern Language Association; “Gender, Sexuality, Queer: The Poetry of Peter Covino.” Seattle,   
           WA January 2020. (Working Group/Special Session)
Modern Language Association; “Italian for the Professions.” Seattle, WA January 2020. 
           (Language Innovation Exhibition) 
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “From Rome to Fayetteville: Virtual 
           Reality in the Italian Classroom.” Washington DC; November 2019.
Italian American Studies Association; “Queering Italian American Performance.” Houston, TX; 
           Oct./Nov. 2019.
American Association of Teachers of Italian. “Gendering the Giallo in the works of Amara 
            Lakhous.” Marist College, NY; May/June 2019. 
American Association of Teachers of Italian. “All Roads Lead to Rome…or do they? MADE IN 
            ITALY in Rome.” Marist College, NY; May/June 2019. (Roundtable)
John D. Calandra Italian American Institute’s “Diversity in Italian Studies Conference”; “AIDS 
            in the Italian and Italian American Canon. Death as a Metaphor for a Profession in Peril” 
            New York, New York; January 2019. 
Modern Language Association; “Who is Laughing at Whom, and Why? Italian Americans on 
            Television.” Chicago, IL; January 2019. (Working Group/Special Session)
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Gender and Space in Mary Bucci 
            Bush’s Sweet Hope.” New Orleans, LA; November 2018.
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Redefining Oral Assessment: 
            Incorporating OPI Testing Skills in the Curriculum.” New Orleans, LA; November 2018.
Italian American Studies Association; “Masculinity, Humor, and Italian American Lives on Main 
            Stream TV.” Chicago, IL; October 2018.
Modern Language Association; “Gender meets Race in Spike Lee’s Italian and Italian American 
            Films.” NYC: NY; January 2018. 
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Teaching Off the Beaten Path: 
            MADE IN ITALY.” Nashville, TN. November 2017.
Italian American Studies Association, “Gendering, the Body, and Politics in Gay Italian 
American Theater”, NIAF – Washington DC; November 2-4, 2017.
QUEER ITALIA, Theme – LGBTQIA Representations and Italian Media; “Queering the Gaze in 
Italian Cinema: From Özpetek to Filiberti” CUNY Graduate Center, NY; Sept. 15-16, 
2017.
American Comparative Literature Association, “Dandyism in the Socio-Economic Context of 
Gay Italian Americana: Robert Ferro” Universiteit Utrecht (Amsterdam); July 6-9, 2017.
Italian American Studies Association, Theme - Theorizing the Italian Diaspora; “ ‘Coming Out’ 
of the Closet in Italian American Theater”’ Università della Calabria; June 15-18, 2017.
Journal of Italian Cinema and Media Studies International Conference; “Water, Rebirth, and 
Feminist Awakenings in the Cinema of Emanuele Crialese”; The American University of Rome, Italy; June 9-10, 2017. 
QUEER ITALIA, Theme - Queer(ing) Anglo/Italian Theories and Practices; “Queering the 
Critical Anthology: Questioning the Conceptualization of Anthologies in Queer 
Theor(ies).” University of Verona, Italy; April 26-27, 2017.
CIRQUE Conference (Centro interuniversitaro di ricerca queer); “Gendering the Queer Body in 
Italian Cinema” L’Aquila, Italy. March 31-April 2, 2017. 
Modern Language Association; “DigITALamericana: New Archives of an Invisible People. 
            Italians in Arkansas? A Visual History of the Winemakers of Tontitown” Philadelphia, 
            PA; January 2017. (presented in absentia) 
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Gendering the Anti-Mafia 
            Movement in Sicily.” Boston, MA. November 2016.
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Destination Italy. What Role Should 
           We Play in Students’ Learning Abroad.” Boston, MA. November 2016.
Italian American Studies Conference: “Sex, Power, and Coming Out of the Closet in Nunzio’s 
Second Cousin.”; Long Beach, CA. Nov. 2016.
American Association of Teachers of Italian, International Conference: “Gendering the Body: 
Masculinity and Femininity in Southern Italian Cinema.” Naples, Italy; June 2016. 
FaCT (Food and Culture in Translation) 2nd Annual International Conference: “Food as Narrative 
in Contemporary Italian American Cinema: A Reel Rereading.” University of Catania, Sicily, Italy; May 2016. 
Italy and the Mediterranean Conference: “Mediterranean Voices and Amara Lakhous’ Accent(s): 
Arabic, Italian, or Simply Roman.” Erice, Italy; May 2016.
Northeast Modern Language Association; “Gendering Italian American Studies in the Third 
          Millennium.” Storrs, CT; March 2016. 
Northeast Modern Language Association; “Re-gendering the Gaze: Examining the Gay Gaze in 
            the Films of Ferzan Özpetek.” Storrs, CT; March 2016. 
Modern Language Association; “Food as Representation of Class Structure: La grande bouffe, 
            Big Night, and Mine vaganti.” Austin, TX; January 2016.
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Rediscovering ‘Return’ in Joseph 
Tusiani.” San Diego, CA. November 2015.
Italian American Studies Conference: “From Wise Guys to Honest Men: Food as Aphrodisiac in 
Bob Grimaldi’s Dinner Rush.”; Washington, DC. Oct. 2015.
“A Film Symposium on the New Trends in Modern and Contemporary Italian Cinema.” Indiana 
University Bloomington, Dept. of French and Italian. Presentation: “Ozpetek’s Muses: ‘Fag Hags’ and Inspirational Otherness.” April 2015.
Modern Language Association; “The Sexual Explosion of the Rainbow: Queering Color in the 
Films of Ferzan Ozpetek.” Vancouver, Canada; January 2015.
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Tennessee Williams, Italy, & ‘the 
Margins’… or Beyond?” San Antonio, TX. November 2014.
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “When Cultural Competence 
           Becomes Public: The NewsBlog.” San Antonio, TX. November 2014.
South Central Modern Language Association; “Amara Lakhous: ‘Beyond the Margins’ or 
Mainstream Giallo.” Austin, TX. Oct. 2014.
Italian American Studies Conference: “Caught Between ‘Two’ Worlds: Space, Class, and 
          Gender in Robert Ferro’s The Family of Max Desir and The Blue Star.”; Toronto, Canada. 
          Oct. 2014.
Intersections Conference: “The Wailing Chapters as a Mode to Narration in Amara Lakhous' 
Scontro di civiltà per un ascensore a Piazza Vittorio”  Torino, Italy; June 2014.
Oltre il Mediterraneo: un giorno degli studi. Organizer & chair: Fulvio Orsitto. Roundtable 
           Session on Mediterranean Cinema. University of Arkansas, Rome Center, Rome, Italy;    
           May 2014.
Italy and the Mediterranean Conference: “Il 'nuovo' giallo italiano: from Sciascia to 
Amara Lakhous' Scontro di civiltà per un ascensore a Piazza Vittorio”  Erice, Italy; May 2014.
“A Film Symposium on the New Trends in Modern and Contemporary Italian Cinema.” Indiana 
University Bloomington, Dept. of French and Italian. Presentation: “Gendering the Films of Cristina Comencini.” April 2014.
Modern Language Association; “Lo sguardo turco bagnato in Bagno turco di Ferzan Ozpetek 
           (1997)” Chicago, IL; January 2014.
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Queerness as seen in Giuliano 
Montaldo’s Gli occhiali d’oro (1987)” Orlando, FL. November 2013.
American Association of Teachers of Italian; “iExploring Italian: The Imperative through  
Gaming.” Strasbourg, France. May 2013.
Italy and the Mediterranean Conference: “A New Approach to Gaze Theory as Evidenced in              
Ferzan Ozpetek’s Mine vaganti”  Erice, Italy; May 2013.
“A Film Symposium on the New Trends in Modern and Contemporary Italian Cinema.” Indiana 
University Bloomington, Dept. of French and Italian. Presentation: “ ‘Cruising’ or ‘Gazing’ – The Death of Laura Mulvey in Ferzan Ozpetek’s Mine vaganti.” April 2013.
Modern Language Association: “Looking through the Glass in I cento passi (2000): Felicia 
           Impastato as Seen by Lacan.” Boston, MA. January 2013.
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “The Fourth Gaze – Women 
Contemplating being Woman in La bestia nel cuore (2005)”. Philadelphia, PA. November 2012.
South Central Modern Language Association; “Feminist (Re)Awakenings in Pier Paolo 
          Pasolini’s Calderon.” San Antonio, TX. Nov. 2012.
“A Film Symposium on the New Trends in Modern and Contemporary Italian Cinema.” Indiana 
University Bloomington, Dept. of French and Italian. Round Table Presentation: “The Use of Cinema in the Italian L2 Classroom;” A Comparative Study of Pinocchio in the Elementary Italian Curriculum. April 2012.
“A Film Symposium on the New Trends in Modern and Contemporary Italian Cinema.” Indiana 
University Bloomington, Dept. of French and Italian. Presentation: “Tutti a tavola! Food as Aphrodisiac in Ferzan Ozpetek’s Gay Trilogy.” April 2012.
Modern Language Association: “The Queering of the Rainbow: Color, Class, and Sexual 
          Identity in La finestra di fronte.” Seattle, WA. January 2012.
Modern Language Association: Contemporary Trends in Italian Cinema. Seattle, WA. January 
          2012.
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Connecting Worlds with the e-
Portfolio: In Pursuit of Better Assessment.” Denver, CO. November 2011.
South Central Modern Language Association: “Re-Defining Neorealism: The ‘Eyes’ of 
           Innocence.” Hot Springs, AR. Oct. 2011.
Mountain Interstate Foreign Language Conference: “Private Lives, Public 'Stories': The  
Autobiographical Feminist Awakening of Italy, Silbilla Aleramo.” Auburn University; Sept 2011.
American Association of Teachers of Italian; Presentation: “The Sicilian Girl: Fairy Tale or 
          Feminist Awakening.”  Erice, Italy; May 2011.
“A Film Symposium on the New Trends in Modern and Contemporary Italian Cinema.” Indiana 
University Bloomington, Dept. of French and Italian. Presentation: “Lucy/Luce: La vera protagonista di Nuovomondo (2006). April 2011.
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages; “Telling Tales in the 21st Century: 
Digital Storytelling.” Boston, MA. November 2010.
American Association of Teachers of Italian; Presentation: “Felicia Impastato: True Protagonist    
           of I cento passi (2000); Lecce, Italy; May 2010.
“A Film Symposium on the New Trends in Modern and Contemporary Italian Cinema.” Indiana 
University Bloomington, Dept. of French and Italian. Presentation: “The Queering of the Rainbow: Color, Sexual Identity, and Class in Le fate ignoranti (2001). April 2010.
“Sex, Sexuality, & Gender” Conference at the Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary; 
          “Pasolini and the Sacred: Franciscan Spirituality through Sexuality in The Gospel    
           According to Matthew (Il vangelo secondo Matteo) and The Theorem  (Teorema); April 
          2010.
Da ‘Sodoma’ a ‘Gomorra’: Framing Crisis and Rebirth in Italian Cinema from the 1970s to the 
2000s. University of Warwick, England. Presentation: “The Queering of the Rainbow: Color and Sexual Identity in Hamam (1997); Jan. 22-24, 2010. 
American Association of Italian Studies; presenter & panel organizer “Italy: A Country of 
Immigration or Emigration, a Cinematic Prospective”; Presentation: “New Societies: The  Homosexual as ‘Migrant’ in Ferzan Ozpetek’s ‘Gay Trilogy’”; May 2009 
American Association of Italian Studies; Presentation: “Sicilian Satire as Seen through the Non-
Sicilian’s Lens: The Female as Satirized in Germi’s Divorzio all’italiana e Sedotta e abbandonata”;  May 2008.
SUNY New Paltz Department of Foreign Languages; Presenter & Organizer: “Web 2.0 
Technologies” -- Adapting the Classroom to the ‘Net-IGenerations’; April 2008. 

Chair/ Organizer 
Modern Language Association; Chair & Organizer: Queering Italian and Italian American 
            Studies.  Chicago, IL. January 2019.
Italian American Studies Association; Chair & Organizer: To Remove of Not, That is the  
            Question? The Status of Italian American Monuments. October 2018
Modern Language Association; Chair & Organizer: ROY G. BIV: Italian Studies as Seen through 
            the Rainbow. Vancouver, Canada. January 2015.
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages; Chair & Organizer: La questione 
meridionale: Letteratura, Cultura, Cinema. November 2014. 
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages; Chair & Organizer: Technology in the 
L2 Classroom. November 2014.
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages; Chair & Organizer: Italian American 
Culture in the Southern USA: Texas & Louisiana (two sessions). November 2014.
Italian American Studies Association; Chair & Organizer: Queer Italian American Literature: 
            Space, Place, and Class. October 2014.
Modern Language Association; Chair & Organizer: Outsiders In, Insiders Out in Italian         
Literature, Cinema, and Culture. Chicago, IL. January 2014.
South Central Modern Language Association; Chair & Organizer: Italian Literature, Linguistics, 
          and Culture (3 sessions). New Orleans, LA. Oct. 2013.
American Association of Teachers of Italian; Chair & Organizer: “Bridging the Gap: 
          Technology in the L2/FL Classroom;” “Con o senza trattino: Chi è il nuovo scrittore    
           italiano?” [co-chair with Salvatore Bancheri]; “The Celluloid Closet: LGBTQ Themes in 
           Italian Literature, Cinema, and Culture;” “Percorsi novecenteschi: Da Pirandello, Jovine,   
            e Morante”. Strasbourg, France; May 2013.
Modern Language Association; Chair & Organizer: Italian Cinema: Death or Rebirth? – A New 
Look at Contemporary Cinema. Boston, MA. January 2013.
South Central Modern Language Association; Chair & Organizer: Death, Eros, and the Literary 
Enterprise in the Opus of Pier Paolo Pasolini. San Antonio, TX. Nov. 2012.
American Association of Teachers of Italian; Chair & Organizer: Technology in the Italian L2 
Classroom. (one session alone; two co-chaired with Elisabetta D’Amanda) Lecce, Italy; May 2010.
American Association of Italian Studies; presenter & panel organizer “Italy: A Country of 
Immigration or Emigration, a Cinematic Prospective”; Presentation: “New Societies: The Homosexual as ‘Migrant’ in Ferzan Ozpetek’s ‘Gay Trilogy’”; May 2009

Participation/Professional Development

“Black Europe” Summer School. June 25-July 8, 2022. 
“Teaching Black Italy” Summer School Edition 2021. June 28-July 2, 2021. 
“Teaching by Design: Strategies for Intentional Curriculum Development in the Humanities” 
           Workshop, Modern Language Association, January 2021.
“How to be your own best editor” Workshop, Modern Language Association, January 2020. 
Digital Humanities Workshop, Modern Language Association, January 2019.
“Developing Language Performance in the Classroom. From Intermediate to Advanced” by 
ACTFL, November 2018. 
Oral Proficiency Interview Certification, August 2017 (In progress). 
Oral Proficiency Interview Training, ACTFL. August 2017.
Oral Proficiency Interview One Day Introduction by ACTFL. January 2015.
Teaching Camp; Wally Cordes Teaching Center, Univ. of Arkansas, Fayetteville. Aug. 2014.
First Year Teachers Lunches (8 lunches); Wally Cordes Teaching Center, Univ. of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville; 2013-2014.
Literature Learning as/for Second Language Acquisition; Conducted by Elizabeth Bernhardt; 
Rice University. December 2012.
Thirteenth Annual Texas Foreign Language Education Conference (TexFLEC); attendee; 
February 2012.
Oral Proficiency Interview and Written Proficiency Test One Day (each) Introduction by 
ACTFL. December 2011.
American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages/American Association of Teachers of 
Italian; attendee; November 2009.
Newberry Library's Center for Renaissance Studies Montaigne Symposium: "Montaigne-
Shakespeare: Biographical and Editorial Crossroads"; attendee; March 2009.
“Italians in the Americas” at the John D. Calandra Italian American Institute at Queens 
College/CUNY; attendee; April 2008.
Northeast Conference on the Teaching of Foreign Languages: “The Igeneration: Turning 
Instruction Inside Out;” attendee; March 2008.
“Immigration and Italian Culture” by Dacia Maraini at Vassar College; November 2007.
Reconstructing Womanhood Symposium in Honor of Hazel Carby’s 20th Anniversary in 
publishing this work; attendee; November 2007.
American Association of Teachers of Italian; attendee; October 2007“Girlhood The Challenge 
and Promise of Growing Up Female”; Woman’s Studies Conference at SUNY New Paltz; 
attendee; October 2007.
American Association of Teachers of Italian; attendee; November 2006.
Total Physical Response Storytelling; participant; August 2005.
“Tolerance in the Classroom” by Linda Lantieri; participant; March 2005.
American Association of Teachers of Italian; attendee; November 2005.

Campus/Community Lectures
Temple Shalom (by invitation); Fayetteville, AR. January 25, 2015. The Day of Remembrance 
Observance: La vita è bella, Lecture, Discussion & Screening.
World AIDS Day at the University of Arkansas. Dec. 2014. Introduction to The Normal Heart, 
Co-sponsored with the Office of Diversity, Gender Studies Program, and the Dept. of 
World Languages, Literatures & Cultures. 
Temple Shalom, Fayetteville, AR. Oct. 26, 2014. “Queering the Gaze in Italian Cinema II: 
Ozpetek’s La finestra di fronte.”
“Queering the Gaze in Italian Cinema I: Montaldo’s Gli occhiali d’oro," University of Arkansas, 
Fayetteville, Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Jewish Identity, Oct. 1, 2014. 
Temple Shalom, Fayetteville, AR. April 1, 2014. “Bassani, Ferrara, and The Garden of 
the Finzi-Continis.”
Italian Cultural and Community Center (by invitation); Houston, TX. April 8, 2013. “Death, 
Eros, and Literary Enterprise in Pier Paolo Pasolini.” 
Italian Cultural and Community Center (by invitation); Houston, TX. January 18, 2013. The Day 
of Remembrance Observance: Primo Levi and The Truce. 
Italian Cultural and Community Center (by invitation); Houston, TX. April 18, 2011. Pinocchio: 
	Ieri, Oggi, Domani. A "Fairy" Morale or the Morality of a Nation.
Casa Italia’s Adult Immersion Weekend (by invitation); Stone Park, IL. April 27-28, 2007.

SERVICE
Academic

Editorial:
Founding Editor, Diasporic Italy: Journal of the Italian American Studies Association. (2020-)
Advertising Editor, Italica: Journal of the American Association of Teachers of Italian.
Editorial Board, Obliqua. S/oggetti LGBTQIA+ ritrovati 
Article Reviewer, L’avventura (Il Mulino), Cinema e Storia (Rubbettino editore), Diacronie, 
Studi di Storia Contemporanea, Food, Culture & Society, Italian Americana, Italica, Journal of Italian Film and Media Studies, Whatever, 

Professional:
American Association of Teachers of Italian: 
	President (2021-Present)
	Director of Communications (2014-2020)
	Chair of the Constitution and By-Laws Committee (2013-2014)
	Chair of the Enhancement of the Image Committee (2013-2014)
	Chair of the ACTFL Conference Program Committee (2014)
	Plains/Southwest Representative (Executive Council) (2012-2013)
Kappa Gamma Alpha Italian National Honors Society: 
	President (2014-Present)
Italian American Studies Association:
	Editor, Diasporic Italy: Journal of the Italian American Studies Association, Ex-officio 
member of the EC (2020-2025)
	Vice-President (2019-2020)
Executive Council Member (2015-2018)
Chair, IASA International Conference, “Theorizing the Italian Diaspora”; Università 
della Calabria, June 2017
Modern Language Association:
	Italian American Forum Executive Committee Member (2019-2024)
Co-Chair of the Committee on the Status of Graduate Students in the Profession (2013-
	2016)
	Nominated as 20th Italian Literature Representative (MLA, 2013)
American Association of University Supervisors and Coordinators:
	Secretary/Treasurer (2016-2019) 
South Central Modern Language Association:
	President for Italian Panels (2013) 
	Secretary (2012)

AP Italian Language and Culture Examination 
Development Committee (2018-2020)
Higher Education Co-Chair (2020-) 
Reading (2019-2022)
	Pre-Reading Week (2019): Cultural Comparison & Conversation
	Pre-Reading Week/Helped with Benchmarks, Training, etc.: Cultural 
Comparison & Conversation (2020 – online)
		Table Leader (2021 – online): Argumentative Essay


Fulbright Association: 
Fulbright Evaluator (Fulbright Egyptian Student Program – Language and Language 
Teaching): 2019-Present
Fulbright FTLA Training/Orientation (Hosted by Spring International): 2019-Present

Tenure Review Referee: Adelphi University, Spring 2017. 

University:
Rome Center Advisory Committee (2019-)
Honors College First Generation Mentor (2018)
Resident Assistant In-Service Workshop, Leader, Selling God (April 2018) 
LGBTQ+ Mentoring Program (2017-), ALLY Trained (2014)
Adopt-a-Prof (Residence Halls Program) (2015-Present)
The Lavender Society – Creator & Advisor (2019-Present)
Il Circolo Italiano (Italian Club) – Creator & Advisor (2013-)

College:
Planning and Fiscal Committee (2021-2022)
DEI Council (2021-2022)
College Cabinet, Chair (2021-2022)
College Cabinet, Interim Chair (Spring 2021)
College Cabinet, Co-Chair (Fall 2020)
Academic Programs Committee (2019-2021)
	Co-Chair (2020-2021)
Fulbright College Rome Center Committee (2017-Present)
Affiliate Faculty in Gender Studies (2013-Present)
Affiliate Faculty in Jewish Studies (2019-Present)
Affiliate Faculty in Comparative Literature and Cultural Studies (2019-Present)

PhD Committees 
Anthony Sargenti, (Director)

PhD Exam Committees
Liz Villamizar Carceres (2022)
Anthony Sargenti (2020)
Vanessa Guerrero Jimenez (2019)

Honors Thesis
Maddie Dumas, “Hungry for Something Edenic” (2022)

Charlene Niles, “The Geographical Tendencies of Serial Killers in the United States.” (2021)

Taylor Merrow, “ ‘Horses Do Not Make Up For a Lack of Music’: Exoticism in Puccini’s Fanciulla del West.” (2018)

Departmental:
University of Arkansas:
Executive Committee – WLLC
	2019-2020
	2021-2022
	2022-2023
Diversity and Inclusion Committee (2019-2020)
World Language Center Advisory Committee, Chair (2019-)
Teaching Assistant Professor of Language and Humanities Technologies & Director of the 
World Languages and Digital Humanities Studio Search Committee (R0008178)
Italian Tenure Track Search Committee (F555P), Chair (2019-2020)
Chinese Tenure Track Search Committee (F365P) (2017-2018)
Italian Instructor Search Committee (2016)
Japanese Instructor Search Committee (2016)
Swahili Instructor Search Committee (2016)
Japanese Instructor Search Committee (2015)
Chinese Tenure Track Search Committee (Y15935) (2014-2015)
Italian Instructor Search Committee (2014)
Website Committee, WLLC (2014)

Rice University:
Co-coordinated CSL International Education Week Activities (Fall 2011)
Member of the Five Credit Hour Committee (Fall 2011)
Co-coordinated two CSL programs for Women’s History Month (Spring 2011 with Luziris Turi)
Co-coordinated CSL Pedagogical Brown Bag (2010-2011 with Dr. Wendy Freeman)
Coordinator of the International Film Festival (Center for the Study of Language, Spring 2010)
Coordinated an Invited Workshop: Antonello Borra (University of Vermont), Cinema in the L2 
	Classroom (April 2010)
Member of the French Lecturer Search (Spring 2010)
Member of the Spanish Lecturer Search (Spring 2010)
Member of the Promotion & Tenure Committee (Fall 2010)

Community
Board of Directors, Italian Cultural and Community Center, Houston, Texas
	Member of the Executive Board (Treasurer, 2011)
	Chair of the Education Committee
		Founder & Organizer of the Italian Children’s Summer Camp
		Editor of La voce italiana (Italian American newspaper of Houston; 2011-2012)
Board of Directors, GLSEN (Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network), Houston, Texas 
	(2012-2013)
“Poetry Beyond the Margins” organized reading with Luigi Fontanella and Alessandro Carerra 
	reading their own poetry. April 5, 2013 at the ICCC, Houston.

LANGUAGES
Near native in Italian
Basic communication skills in French along with strong translation skills (CEFR B2/ACTFL  
      Intermediate Mid)
Basic conversational Spanish

MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS
American Association of Teachers of Italian (AATI)
American Association of Italian Studies (AAIS)
Modern Language Association (MLA)
Canadian Society for Italian Studies (CSIS)
American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL)
Society for Cinema and Media Studies (SCMS)
South Central Modern Language Association (SCMLA)
American Comparative Literature Association (ACLA)
American Association of University Supervisors and Coordinators (AAUSC)
National Italian American Foundation (NIAF)

TEACHING
Queering Italian American Literature (CLIA, University of Calabria)
Realismo nella letteratura italiana (University of Calabria)
Introduction to Gender Studies
Queer Theor(ies) (Graduate & Undergraduate) 
The Representation of AIDS in Literature, Media, and the Arts 
Italian Language Courses
Italian Conversation 
Italian Cinema
Introduction to Italian Literature
Italian Literature in English I & II
Italian Society in Cinema
Italian Cinema: Beauty and the Beast – Images of and from Italian Women
Italian Cinema: Gendering the Body
Advanced Oral and Written Communication
Advanced Italian – L’amore nella tradizione italiana
Mediterranean Cinema through the Italian Lens (Summer 2011, 2012 Babilonia Institute)
Sicilian Literature (Summer 2011, 2012 Babilonia Institute)
The Mediterranean Woman (Created, Babilonia Institute)
From Yellow Jackets to Silver Films: The Mediterranean Thriller as Seen through Literature and 
Cinema (Rice University, Humanities Course, created) 
Contemporary Images of and from Rome (Univ. of Arkansas, Rome Center)
MADE IN ITALY
Italian for International Business
Gendering the Giallo
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