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Employment History
Professor, Mississippi State University, 2016-present

Associate Professor, Mississippi State University, 2010-2016
Assistant Professor, Mississippi State University, 2004-2010

Assistant Professor, DePauw University, January-July 2004

Instructor, DePauw University, August-December 2003 

Education
Ph.D. 
Brown University, English, 2004

M.A. 
Brown University, English, 1999

B.A. 
DePauw University, English, summa cum laude, 1997

Research Interests
Early modern poetry and non-dramatic prose; literature and science; women’s writing, canonization, and literary history; John Milton; Margaret Cavendish; affect theory; adaptation studies; science fiction; gender and form
Book
The Literary Invention of Margaret Cavendish. Medieval and Renaissance Literary Studies series. Pittsburgh, PA: Duquesne University Press, 2013.

(Reviewed in Renaissance Quarterly, Seventeenth-Century News, CLIO, JEMCS, Sixteenth-Century Journal, Early Modern Women) 
Journal Articles
“Envy, Emulation, and the Problem of Romance in The Countess of Montgomerie’s Urania.” English Literary Renaissance 48.3 (2018): 368-94.
“Death and the ‘Paradice Within’ in Paradise Lost and Margaret Atwood’s Oryx and Crake.” Milton Studies 56 (2015): 115-50.
“Bawds and Housewives: Margaret Cavendish and the Work of ‘Bad Writing.’” Early Modern Studies Journal 6 (2014): 29-65.
 “ ‘To due conversation accessible’: The Problem of Courtship in Milton’s Writings on Divorce and Paradise Lost.” Texas Studies in Literature and Language. 56.1 (2014): 42-65.

“Women’s History, Gender History, and Milton Studies: A Review Essay.” Milton Quarterly. 48.3 (2014): 172-178.
“Reading and Writing in Sociable Letters; Or, How Margaret Cavendish Read Her Plutarch.”  English Literary Renaissance 41.1 (2011): 189-218.
“‘Poor Donne Was Out’: Reading and Writing Donne Verse in the Poetry of Margaret Cavendish.” The John Donne Journal. 29 (2010): 133-174.
“ ‘To change in scenes and show it in a play’: Paradise Lost and the Stage Directions of Dryden’s The State of Innocence and The Fall of Man.” Restoration. 33. 2 (2009): 1-24.
“ ‘Great things to small may be compared’: Rhetorical Microscopy in Paradise Lost.” Milton Studies 47 (2008):  96-117.
“ ‘Art and Fallacy’ or ‘the Naked Offer’?: Style and Science in Sir Thomas Browne’s 
Pseudodoxia Epidemica.” Prose Studies 29 (2006): 223-233.

Book Chapters

"Passionate Time in Elizabeth Cary's The Tragedy of Mariam.” Temporality, Genre, and Experience in the Age of Shakespeare: Forms of Time. Edited by Lauren Shohet. Bloomsbury Arden Shakespeare, 2018, pp. 189-204.
“Dark Looks and Red Smiles: Homeric Gesture and the Problem of Milton’s Angels.” One First Matter All:  New Essays on Milton, Materialism, and Embodiment. Edited by Thomas Festa and Kevin Donovan. Duquesne University Press, 2017, pp. 137-53.
“Sidney, Cary, Cavendish: Playwrights of the Printed Page and a Future Stage” with Margaret Ferguson. A New Companion to Renaissance Drama. Ed. Arthur Kinney and Thomas Hopper. Wiley-Blackwell, 2017, pp. 576-97.
“Milton’s Other Worlds.” Uncircumscribed Minds: Reading Milton Deeply. Ed. Charles Durham and Kris Pruitt. Susquehanna University Press, 2008. 164-82.
 “Margaret Cavendish’s Domestic Experiment.” Genre and Women's Life Writing in Early Modern England. Women and Gender in the Early Modern World series. Ed. Michelle Dowd and Julie Eckerle. Ashgate Press, 2007.  151-68.
Forthcoming Publications
“Affected and Disaffected Alike: Women, Print, and the Problem of Literary History.” Political Turmoil: Early Modern British Literature in Transition, 1623-1660. Edited by Stephen B. Dobranski. (Cambridge University Press, forthcoming 2018). [in proofs]
“Making Milton’s Bogey,” Making Milton. Edited by Emma DePledge, John Garrison, and Marissa Nicosia. (Under Contract with Oxford UP)
“Virtual or Immediate Touch: Queer Adaptation of Paradise Lost in Fantasy and Science Fiction,” Queer Milton, edited by David Orvis (Palgrave MacMillan, forthcoming 2018) [in proofs]
“The Case for a Feminist Return to Form.” With Michelle M. Dowd. Early Modern Women (Forthcoming 2018).

“Form, Formalism, and Literary Studies: The Case of Margaret Cavendish” World-making Women. Edited by Brandie Siegfried and Pamela Hammons (Under Contract with Cambridge University Press) 
Book Reviews
Separation Scenes: Domestic Drama in Early Modern England. By Ann C. Christensen, (University of Nebraska Press 2017) forthcoming in Journal of Early Modern Cultural Studies. 

Margaret the First, by Danielle Dutton (Catapult, 2016) forthcoming in A/B: Auto/Biography

Authority, Authorship and Aristocratic Identity in Seventeenth-Century England: William Cavendish, 1st Duke of Newcastle, and his Political, Social, and Cultural Connections, edited by Peter Edwards and Elspeth Graham (Brill, 2017) forthcoming in Renaissance Studies. 
Recipes for Thought: Knowledge and Taste in the Early Modern Kitchen, by Wendy Wall (Penn Press 2016) forthcoming in Journal for Early Modern Cultural Studies. 
Ordering Emotions in Europe, 1100-1800, edited by Susan Broomhall (Brepols, 2015) forthcoming in Renaissance Quarterly (2017)
Words Like Daggers: Violent Female Speech in Early Modern England, by Kirilka Stavreva (Lincoln: University of Nebraska P, 2015) in Early Modern Women 10.2 (2016): 213-16.
God and Nature in the Thought of Margaret Cavendish, edited by Brandie R. Siegfried and Lisa T. Sarasohn. (Farnham: Ashgate, 2014) in Prose Studies 37.3 (2015): 225-27.
Early Modern Women in Conversation, by Katherine Larson (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011) in Early Modern Studies Journal 6 (2014): 228-233.

The New Milton Criticism, edited by Herman and Elizabeth Sauer (Cambridge, Cambridge UP, 2012) in Journal for Early Modern Cultural Studies. 14.1 (2014): 177-81.

Friendship's Shadows: Women's Friendship and the Politics of Betrayal in England, 1640-1705, by Penelope Anderson (Edinburgh: Edinburgh UP, 2012) in Review of English Studies. 64 (2013): 708-710.

Reading, Desire, and the Eucharist in Early Modern Religious Poetry, by Ryan Netzley (Toronto: Toronto UP, 2011) in Journal for Early Modern Cultural Studies.12.3 (2012): 150-3.
 Anamorphosis and Early Modern Literature: Mediation and Affect, by Jen Boyle (Farnham: Ashgate, 2010) in Seventeenth Century News. 69.3&4 (2011): 190-3.
Works in Progress
The Fall and Science Fiction.  This monograph examines science fictional adaptations of Paradise Lost from the nineteenth century to the present. I argue that Milton’s legacy in science fiction is a continued preoccupation with the myth of the Fall, and that the problems addressed by the myth—birth, sex, knowledge, and death—motivate some of the most common tropes of SF: robots (artificial life), aliens, technology, and apocalyptic collapse.
“The Fall and its Counterplots in Early Modern Science Fiction and Milton’s Paradise Lost.” 40pp. ms. This essay explores the place of Paradise Lost in the long history of science fiction. I show that early modern scientific and science fictional texts locate counterplots to the Fall narrative on the other worlds discovered by the new astronomy. In Paradise Lost, Milton also identifies the other world as the location of Fall counterplots, which creates a counterfactual discourse that allows Adam to imaginatively inhabit a fallen state before the Fall occurs. 
“Tales of a Shaggy God: Genesis Adaptation, Paradise Lost, and the Fortunate Fall in Magazine Science Fiction” 31pp. ms. This essay provides the first study  of the so-called shaggy god story in magazine SF of the pulp era (1920s-1960s). I identify the three major narrative patterns of these stories and show how each type interacts with the concept of the Fortunate Fall. Includes an appendix listing all known stories of this type. 
“Feminist Formalism and Early Modern Studies” 20pp. ms. With Michelle M. Dowd. This essay provides an overview of the methodology of feminist formalism and makes a case for its usefulness in the field of early modern literary studies. 
Grantsmanship
“Irascible Motions: Negative Affect and Women’s Literary History, 1600-1750” HARP Grant, Mississippi State University; 2013. ($2500)
Short-term Research Fellowship, “Margaret Cavendish and Literary History: Reading and Writing in Sociable Letters.” The Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington DC, June-August 2007 ($6000)
Learning Community: “Literature, Science, and Philosophy,” Mississippi State University, 2007 ($2500)
Research Initiation Grant: “Margaret Cavendish and the Making of English Literature.” Mississippi State University, 2006. ($9000)
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer Institute: “The Handwritten Worlds of Early Modern England.” Folger Shakespeare Library, Summer 2005. ($4500)

Invited Talks
“Hester Pulter Observes the Eclipse; or, the Poetics of an Astronomical Event” Poet in the Making: A Symposium on Hester Pulter’s Poems and The Pulter Project. Northwestern University,  July 26-27, 2018
“Forms, Formlessness, and Literary Studies: The Case of Margaret Cavendish”  Seminar for the Study of Women and Gender in the Early Modern World, Harvard University, February 7, 2018. 

“The Fall and its Counterplots in Early Modern Science Fiction and Paradise Lost. Department of English, University of Georgia. April 3, 2017.
“Affected and Disaffected Alike: Women, Print, and Literary History.” Hudson Strode Program, The University of Alabama. September 28, 2016.

“Reading the Passions in Time: Negative Affect and the Problem of Women’s Literary History.” Works in Progress Series, Folger Shakesepeare Library. June 26, 2015.

“The Fall and the Seventeenth-Century Foundations of Science Fiction: The Legacy of Paradise Lost.” 17th Century English Colloquium, Georgetown University. December 5, 2014. 
Conference Presentations
“Hester Pulter’s Ovidian Characters,” MLA Annual Convention, Chicago, IL, 2019 (Forthcoming).
“Jane Anger’s Daughters,”  MLA Annual Convention, Chicago, IL, 2019 (forthcoming).
“’Being yet unbegot’: Reproductive Futurism in Milton’s Paradise Lost and Butler’s Dawn.”  Association of Literary Scholars, Writers, and Critics annual Conference, Nashville, TN 2018 (forthcoming)
“Margaret Cavendish Now” (Seminar organizer and leader) Shakespeare Association of America Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA, 2018. 
“Anne Finch’s Circuit of Praise: Women’s Literary Tradition In and Out of the Archive.” Renaissance Society of America Annual Convention, New Orleans, LA, 2018. 
“Tales of a Shaggy God: Paradise Lost and the Fall in Pulp Science Fiction.” The Conference on John Milton, Birmingham, AL, 2017.

“A London Guide for the Blazing Worlders; or, Notes Toward an Alternate History of Science Fiction and Fantasy” Conference on Margaret Cavendish, Bates College, Maine, 2017.
“Affected and Disaffected alike? Women’s writing and Dialogic Form.” MLA Annual Convention, Philadelphia, PA, 2017.

“Margaret Cavendish’s Forms and Fancies.” Shakespeare Association of America Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, 2017.

“Virtual or Immediate Touch: Queer Adaptation of Paradise Lost in Science Fiction.” Renaissance Society of America Annual Convention, Chicago, IL 2017.
“Language and the Fall in Paradise Lost and China Miéville’s Embassytown.” MLA Annual Convention, Austin TX, 2016.

“Hatred and Elegiac Form in Lucy Hutchinson’s ‘Elegies.’” RSA Annual Convention, Boston, MA, 2016.
“Milton and Robots.” The Conference on John Milton. Murfreesboro, TN, 2015.

“The Plurality of Worlds and the Fall in Paradise Lost.” International Milton Symposium 11, Exeter UK, 2015.

“Historical Consciousness in Lucy Hutchinson’s ‘Life of John Hutchinson.’” Shakespeare Association of America Annual Meeting, Vancouver BC, 2015.
“In Defense of Bad Writing: Early Modern Women’s Literary History and a New Formalism.” MLA Annual Convention, Vancouver BC, 2015.

“Passionate Time in Elizabeth Cary’s The Tragedy of Mariam: Neo-stoicism and the Problem of Tragedy.” Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, New Orleans LA, 2014.

“In Praise of Folly: Romance and Marital Happiness In Early Modern Women’s Non-fiction Prose.” Romance and Its Transformations, 1500-1750. Chawton House UK, 2014
“Temporality and the Passions in Elizabeth Cary’s The Tragedy of Mariam.” Shakespeare Association of America Annual Meeting, St. Louis MO, 2014.

“Dark Looks and Red Smiles: Homeric Gesture and the Problem Of Milton’s Angels”  The Conference on John Milton. Murfeesboro, TN 2013.
“Margaret Cavendish, Atom’s Bawd and Nature’s Housewife.” 10th Biennial International Margaret Cavendish Society Meeting, Provo UT 2013.
“ ‘Bad Writing’ and the Rhetoric of Cavendish’s Orations,” RSA Annual Convention, San Diego, CA, 2013. 

“ ‘That mortal taste’: Death, Language, and The Fall in Contemporary SF,” MLA Annual Convention, Boston, MA 2013.

“Bawds and Tropes; Sex, Exchange, and Figures of Speech in Shakespeare.” Shakespeare Association of America Annual Meeting, Boston, MA, 2012.

“Death, Immortality, and the “Paradice within” in Paradise Lost and Margaret Atwood’s Oryx and Crake. The Conference on John Milton. Murfreesboro, TN 2011.

“We are but between life and death”: Immortality, the Body Politic, and The Ends of Utopia in The Blazing World and the Western Utopian Tradition.” Ninth Biennial International Margaret Cavendish Society Meeting, Ghent, 2011.



“ ‘[She] Walketh the Streets, and Doth Not Keep Home’: Envy, Emulation, and the 

Problem of Romance in Mary Wroth’s Urania.” Shakespeare Association of America Annual Meeting, Bellevue WA, 2011.

“The Problem of Color in Paradise Lost,” MLA Annual Convention, Los Angeles 2011.

“I am of Marlow’s opinion: The English literary tradition and materialist natural philosophy in Plays Never Before Printed (1668),” Eighth Biennial International Margaret Cavendish Society Meeting, Oregon State University, 2009.

“I wish I were a woman: Gendered Reading, Translation, and the English literary Tradition” Shakespeare Association of America Annual Meeting, Washington DC,  2009.

“Marlowe’s Seventeenth-Century Afterlife.” Marlowe Society of America Sixth International Conference, University of Kent at Canterbury, 2008.

“Courtship and Constraint in Milton’s Writings on Divorce.” Ninth International Milton Symposium, Institute of English Studies, University of London, 2008.
“‘Poor Donne was Out’: Attribution, Influence, and ‘Donne’ in the Poetry of Margaret 
Cavendish.” MLA Annual Convention, Chicago, 2007.
“‘To Change in Scenes’”: Paradise Lost and the Stage Directions of Dryden’s The State of Innocence and Fall of Man.” 2007 Conference on John Milton, Middle Tennessee State University, 2007.

“Margaret Cavendish and Literary History: Reading and Writing in Sociable Letters.” Annual Meeting of the South Atlantic Modern Language Association (SAMLA), Louisville,  2007.
“The wife compares Jonson and the other youth: Shakespearean and Jonsonian influence 
in the drama of Margaret Cavendish,” Shakespeare Association of America 
Annual Meeting, San Diego, 2007.

“Is there a Natural Philosopher in the House?: Family, Science, and the Household in the 
Works 
of Margaret Cavendish,” Renaissance Society of America Annual 
Meeting, Miami, 2007.

“Human Sense and the Epic Machinery of Paradise Lost.” Group for Early Modern Cultural Studies Conference, Chicago, 2007.

“John Donne, Undone: Attribution, Influence, and ‘Donne’ in the poetry of Margaret Cavendish.” Annual Meeting of the Mississippi Philological Society, Delta State University, 2007.

“The Meeting Soul and Musing Thoughts: or, When Margaret Cavendish Reads John Milton.” MLA Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 2006
““Immortal verse/ such as the meeting soul may pierce”: The Influence of Milton’s 1645 Poems on Cavendish’s Poems and Fancies (1653).” Annual meeting of the Mississippi Philological Association, Mississippi State University, 2006. 

“Milton the Spaceman.” 2005 Conference on John Milton. Middle Tennessee State University, 2005

“ ‘So, if great things to small may be compared’: Paradise Lost, Micrographia, and the Epic in a Scientific Age.” MLA annual meeting, Philadelphia, 2004.

“ ‘no Children to imploy my care’: Science, Poetry, and the Domestic in the Writing of Margaret Cavendish.” Group For Early Modern Cultural Studies Conference, Orlando, 2004.

“Milton’s Other Worlds.” 2003 Conference on John Milton.,  Middle Tennessee State University, 2003.

“‘Art and fallacy’ or the ‘naked offer’: style and science in Sir Thomas Browne’s Pseudodoxia Epidemica.” Renaissance Prose Conference. Purdue University, 2003.

“Romancical, Philosophical, Fantastical: Cavendish’s Generic Experiment and the Forms of Science.” Margaret Cavendish and Her Contexts: The Fifth International Biennial Conference of the Margaret Cavendish Society, University of Chester, 2003

“Heirs, Hermaphrodites, and Housewives.” Shakespeare Association of America Annual Meeting. Victoria, British Columbia, 2003.

“Figuring a Plain Style: Style Talk in Seventeenth-century Poetry and Natural

Philosophy.” Craft, Critique, Culture: Interdisciplinary Conference on Writing in the Academy, University of Iowa, 2002.

“How to Read: Medical and Spiritual Diagnosis in John Donne’s Devotions Upon 
Emergent Occasions.” Equinoxes 2000, Brown University, 2000.
Teaching interests and experience 
Literatures in English to 1800; Milton; Research methods; literature and religion; women’s literature; science fiction; genre and form; poetry; Seventeenth-Century non-dramatic literature; Shakespeare
Mississippi State University (47 Sections)

Honors Composition I (1103H) 1 section

Honors Composition II (1113H ) 4 sections

British Literature I (2213) 10 sections

Honors British Literature I (2213H) 2 sections

Science Fiction (2243) 5 sections

Shakespeare (6/4503) 2 sections 

Milton (6/4533) 6 sections

Seventeenth-Century Literature (6/4713) 5 sections

Graduate Research Methods in English (8103) 8 sections [graduate seminar]
Discovery in the English Renaissance (8523) [graduate seminar]

Literary Relationships in Early Modern England (8523) [graduate seminar]

Paradise Lost and Genesis Tradition  (8523) [graduate seminar]

The Fall and Science Fiction (8583) [graduate seminar] 
Academic Advising:


Advisor to ten undergraduate majors per year (2006-2010)

Advisor to 30 graduate students per year (2010-present)
Master’s Thesis Advisor:


Maria Dunser, “Reading Nature, Reading Eve: Reading Human Nature in John
 Milton’s Paradise Lost.” (Spring 2008).


Lauren Shook, “Gender and Typology in John Milton’s Paradise Lost and Lucy

 Hutchinson’s Order and Disorder.” (Spring 2010)

Tamara Mahadin, “Science in the Poetry of Hester Pulter” (in progress) 
DePauw University (6 sections)

College Writing II (130) 2 sections

Literature and Interpretation (151) 3 sections


Topics: Shakespeare’s Contemporaries (255) 1 section
Academic and Professional Service
Mississippi State University 
Graduate Coordinator, Department of English (2010-present): as graduate coordinator I recruit, advise, and mentor students in our small (~30 students) but diverse MA program. During my first term as graduate coordinator, I prepared the program’s first handbook for graduate studies. I oversee assessment for the program, maintain and update policies, and lead the graduate faculty in the development of a relevant and rigorous curriculum. 
Graduate Council (2010-present), Chair (2015-2018): the Graduate Council is a university-wide body that advises the Dean on all topics relevant to graduate education. We review proposed changes to programs and curricula,  update and propose policies, and serve as advocates for graduate students. One specific duty of the Graduate Council is the review of graduate student dismissal appeals; I served on dismissal subcommittees in 2010, 2012, and 2014. I was elected Chair in 2015 and am currently serving my second one-year term.
Quality Enhancement Plan (QEP) Topic Selection Steering Committee and Sub-Committee Co-Chair (2011-2012): the development of a QEP was a crucial element of Mississippi State’s most recent reaccreditation (SACS).  This steering committee reviewed several options for the QEP topic. As Co-Chair of one of three subcommittees, I wrote a white paper on the implementation of Writing Across the Curriculum and presented the subcommittee’s findings to the University President and leadership team. This white paper became the basis MSU’s implementation of the Maroon and Write program. 
Robert Holland Faculty Senate (2010-2013): I was an elected member of the Faculty Senate and served on the Faculty affairs subcommittee and as the Faculty Senate representative to the MSU Social Media Policy Committee. 

Phi Beta Kappa Application Committee, College of Arts & Sciences (2009-2010): I assisted in the drafting of initial and follow-up applications to foster a PBK chapter at MSU. During the PBK site visit I served as a member of the host committee.
University, College, and Department Search Committees:


Dean of Arts & Sciences (2016-present)


English Department Head (2015-2016)

Executive Vice President and Dean of the Graduate School (2013-2014)


Eighteenth-Century Literature position (2008)


Victorian Literature position (2005)
Shakespearean position (2004)
Additional University, College, and Department Committee appointments. 

English Department Curriculum Committee (2010-present)

Chair, Nolan Book Award Committee, English Department (2009-2010).
Brasher-Dazey Scholarship Committee, English Department (2012-present)

Gwin Scholarship Committee, English Department (2008-present)

Arts & Sciences Faculty Senate Representative  (2007-2008)

Society of Scholars Advisory Committee (2004-present)

MA Exam Committee (2006-2007) 

Service to the Profession
MLA Division Representative (Seventeenth-Century Literature), 2018-present. 

Program Committee, “The Conference on John Milton,” 2017.

President, Margaret Cavendish Society of America, 2017-present

Vice-President, Margaret Cavendish Society of America, 2015-17.

Society for the Study of Early Modern Women, Nominating Committee (2013-2015) Chair (2015) 


Manuscript reviewer for Ashgate Publishing and Routledge

Article Referee for Prose Studies, Notes and Records of the Royal Society, Tulsa Studies in Women’s Literature, Early Modern Women, Women’s Writing, The Seventeenth Century, Journal of Early Modern Cultural Studies
Panel Organizer and chair: “The Myth of Post-Canonicity: Early Modern Women’s Writing,” MLA Annual Convention. Austin TX, 2016

Workshop organizer and co-chair, "Courting Apollo and Fashioning Heirs: The Problem of Legacy in Women’s Literary and Cultural History” Attending to Early Modern Women: Remapping Routes and Spaces, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 2012.

Workshop organizer and co-chair, “Negotiating the Classical Past: Women, Texts, 
Politics.” Attending to Early Modern Women: Conflict, Concord. Center 
for Renaissance and Baroque Studies, 2009.

Panel organizer and chair, “Literary Community in Early Modern England,” 
Bibliography and Textual Studies section SAMLA Annual Convention, 
Louisville, 2008.


Panel organizer and chair, “Early Modern Science Fiction.” MLA Annual 
Convention, Washington DC, 2005

Fellowships and Awards
Dean’s Eminent Scholar, College of Arts & Sciences, Mississippi State University, 2013-2016

Academic Leadership Development Program Fellow, Southeastern Conference Academic Consortium. 2010-2011

Shackouls Honors College Honors Faculty, Mississippi State University, 2006

University Dissertation Fellowships, Brown University, Spring 2002 and Spring 2003

Graduate School Summer Fellowship, Brown University, 2000 and 2003

Dean’s Fellowship, Brown University, 1997-2000
Phi Beta Kappa, DePauw University, 1996

Professional Memberships
Society for the Study of Early Modern Women

International Margaret Cavendish Society
Milton Society of America

Modern Language Association

Shakespeare Association of America

Renaissance Society of America

References available upon request 
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